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ADVERTISEMENT. 



That portion of the North American Conti- 
nent known by the name of the Oregon Terri- 
tory, lying between the Rocky Mountains and 
the Pacific Ocean,, has for many years been 
ahnost a blank in the history of the United 
States. It has, however, frequently been the 
subject of resolutions and reports in Con- 
gress, of communications between the difier- 
ent branches of the government, and of discus- 
sion with the ministers of foreign powers. Still, 
any strong interest in regard to it has been con- 
fined to a few, and it has been for the most part 
overlooked amid other topics of the day. Am a 
subject involving in it considerations connect- 
ed with coeimerce, colonization., and territorial 
boundaries «t?l8 i^ow dail>; groWic^g in impor- 
tance. •**• • »v ' * 

The History of , the" ^xpt^dition of Captains 
Lewis and Chirkfi;4crringf the -years 1804, 1805, 
and 1806, by «ideif :of .the:€r07emment of the 
United States, is the first narrative which dif- 
fused widely among us a knowledge of this ter- 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

ritory, and the intermediate country from the 
Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains. It pre- 
sents a description of a wild and magnificent 
region, unvisited before by white men, with its 
barbarous tribes, their eharaeter and habits, and 
abounding in herds of buffalo, deer, and ante- 
lope, outiittiiib^riaig lihe htaman teAtmts ^ the 
lend. The work being t»ow nearly out of print, 
it seemed to the ^blu^rs a .^iiitaUe time to 
put forth an edition of the Journal cff Lewis and 
Cltske pruned of unimportant details, with a 
sketch of ^ve progren of maritime dise^ver^ 
on the Pacific coast, a »immayy account of ^ema^ 
lier Attempts lo ^lenetimte this vast weoteim ^11- 
deraess, and such extraete and iU«strati0iiPs 
from the nariativee of later .tiw^Uecs, .le4 by 
i»h}eel8 of trade^ the 1ot« of aeienoe, or reli- 
gious seal, as the limits of the undertakiag 
veould allow. 

The matter of die original jontnal is indica- 
ted by inverted commas^ imdwhor^ portions of 
it) embraciAgo m^ut^ an^-if^iipi^jS^iiig .pavtie- 
ulars, have been omitted^ the^ leading facts have 
been briefly eti^^ h^ j^^ ^£^ in hia own 
ivords, BO tkat> t{ie^ CK>!^iifix^mof tht narrative is 
preserved unhrpl^v^<^^<^^^f importance 
is lost to the reader. To the lamented death 
of Captain Lewis, while his manuscript was not 
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yet fuUy pcfi{wed for j»uUift«tioii, aie d<»ibtlw8 
ma great mcAwreto bar ascribed ma»y yerbal 
inaccuracies which appear in the origiiMl odii* 
tion, and which the prevent editor, with a sccu- 
pidouB avoidance. of any cbiii^e of t^ evidoB^ 
ly intended meaning- of the test, baa eadeay- 
oured to corrctct. The seventh chapter of the 
second yoluxie, giring an account of the q«a4f 
rupeds, hkdfi, and ptota found on the Columr 
hia and its tributaries^ ha«| to avoid unneoeseavy 
interruption of the course of the narrative, been 
transferred to the appendix. 

This Jcwmal must ever retain a high degree 
of interest, as the accotint of the Scfft, and what 
is likely always to remain the only voyage made 
by Indian or white man, in boats or canoes 
stemming the current and rapids of the Mis- 
Boari by the aid of sails, oars, pole, and tow- 
line, from the point where its waters discharge 
themselves into the Mississippi to its sources 
in the Rocky Mountains. They and their party 
were also the first white men who, after cross- 
ing the mountains, discovered the head-waters 
of the Columbia River, and were borne by its 
rapid current to the bay where its tumultuous 
waters meet the stormy tides of the Pacific. 
Nor has any traveller followed them in tracing 
the windings of the Upper Missouri from the 
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VI ADVERTISEMENT- 

villages of the Mandans, by its falls and mount- 
ain gates, almost to the first bubblings of its 
fountain. 

A map accompanies the work, which, by its 
accuracy and completeness, will prove a ready 
guide to the attentive reader. 

The publishers here tender their acknowl- 
edgments to G. R. Clarke, Esq., for the kind 
and liberal manner in which, in behalf of him- 
self and the other relatives of the distinguished 
traveller, he has expressed his consent to this 
publication. 

H. &B. 

New'Tark, Monk, 1842. 
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INTBODUCTION. 



, ii$j& western shores of ^orth Amerien «.^.i> 
visited jGit an early dny. by l^Mmish nayigators. 
The diseovery of pi new continent, wiuch 
icrowned the splendid conceptions and enter- 
prise 0i Columbus^ and tha. ocean patb^ open^ 
to the countries of the gorg^eoua East by Yaseo 
di Gama, ajfter many-a gallant endei^vour of the 
xQariBers of Fort«gal| awakened a spirit for dii^ 
eOYety and, adventure am9ng the maritime nar 
tioBs of Evupope, Fifty years had no^ yet elap 
aed since; tl^e first voyage i^ Go}umbus, wKo|^ 
Magellan parsed fthro(ugh the. straits which bjeajr 
his garner, and inade bis way to India > Balbofi 
had croaked the I^^bmin^ of Q^ien to the s^oraa 
of tiiie Pacific ; the empire of Montezuma baa 

^ jsupk ijuftdjer the ^iv^ of .C!ortez,' ai^d Peru ^ii4 
CbiU fa^<^,bef|ii.BHbjugatie4 by,;Pkario apid hjfi 
captgan^; , Variq|us ,^peditiona^^^ were fitted ,01^ 
fjiom tbeweis^ernpoirts of M^s^ico, foi: the pui&- 
pose of ti^aeing the northc^ pof sjU ox of finding 
a: way to India } and the records of thpse dajfi 
hand di>wi^ t^ ns nsirratives of sux^h voyage% 
suited to the. spirit of the Jipi^fif bijit r^gardtsd 
witb dis^riist by modern judgmei^js. , Still, tb^ 
voyfige of UUoa, who in 1539 coapited the wes;^- 
em sh^re of Cfdifor^iajifs high as the thirti^ 
deffB^ of Bortl^ latitude j of Cc^brillo an4 P^^ 
rer, who, in 1540* advanced fis far as the forty- 
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VIU INTRODUCTION. 

third degree, are not subject to this exceDtion 
Between the years 157^80, Sir Francis Drake 
visited the^O shbres'; hhi it is midi a question 
whether he ever proceeded beyond the points 
discovered by prior Spanish navigators. In 
1602, Viscaino, being ordered by the Viceroy of 
Mexieo to survey '^e northwestern o^^asl and. 
tiscertain th^ best pointis' for s^tttement, fto^ 
teeded'to the fbrty-third degree no^h, as^far 
lis' Cape Blahco. Oh hift passage n«nliwar4 
)ite found tWo ^^d- harj^ours^ td wMch ke 
•^G the niElmes of Foi^ San Dieg^ «ttd MoAte- 
^, the Itttfe* 4ii honour of tlw Vieefoy, t^ 
"imomhe sent letters uirgings the estaUi&AiHi^iit 
df eoloni^s a|id gftirrisra^ at sev«^ places ity- 
ffif^ed by hitn. Wk death in 18^ seems t« 
ttave put an ettA t6 the jih^oj^t. l^his ^ttpe r«>- 
ihaihefd the timit of Spanish and E;«rc^pean 43^ 
tiOVery for 160'yetos; and; ex^pt by tl^es^ en- 
l^^ed in toyageis Sr6m Mexico to 'lAdl«, knl 
ttitttAn bucaniiers' who harbotired alyOM th^Oulf 
iff^CaRfdrflia; the*e c^i^s %c?re altog^dier utog- 
%^ted. In f610) Henry Hudspii enf^d the 
%ay which bearH' U» name. The yeai" 1€16 i^ 
iKstiiiguilshed' ih the <^letidaar o^ discTo^eriei^ by 
^he passage of Lemaire akd Van j^hmnen fNmi 
the Atlaiitic into the Pacific^ around tk^ south- 
^ extremity of the island which lies Mulh of 
magelltoV 9tra$ti». This extfeme pohit, in 
honour of their natiy<e citr in^HoUand, they 
^Hed (iap^ Horh. About' the beginn^g of the 
Urighteentfa centujry the Jesuits formed eslttb- 
ifshments in California, and made" uiiava^ng 
ilfnms^for €ie coiiYcf^ibtr ahd^iviliiikioii'df th« 
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ladiansi uo^ ike ^xj^h^n of theiv order from 
iheSpwii^ dominions in 1767, 

h^ l774y for the ftpst tin^. since the voyage 
f>f Viseaino i^ 160^, the Spunish authorities of 
Mesicp- directed a farther examination of this 
eoast* TbQ expedition -was intrusted to Juan 
P&tety with Of ders, to proceed as far as the six* 
tieth degree north, and thence to return and 
edcamiqe tb? coai^ soalbward as fax as Mo^ate- 
»ey. He proceeded fis high as the fifty-fourth 
degree north latitude, and on his return enter- 
ed a hay, in4atLtude forty^nine and a half de- 
^0es, which he called San I^prenzo, and which 
IS probably th^ Nootka Sound of Captain Coolc. 
In 1775 the viceroy sent out two vessels under 
HeA&eia and Bodega^ The limit of their joiiit 
t^rtb^n.|ifrQgresf8;wa9 Fuca^sS^tmts; but dis- 
lutt^Ottft <arjoittnstanc0s inducingiiHeceta to re- 
tt«)ni tQ, AIonjl^r<ey, Bodega persevered in his 
Bprtbera cour«te* Heceta, on hisf return, dis- 
coyejfed il promontory, which he caHed San 
Roque, and immediately south of it an opening 
in the land afi( df a harbour, or, the mouth of a 
liver. This opening should be the mouth of 
liie Gdlmnbia* Bodega, on his part, sailed 
northward as high as the fifty-eighth degreey 
and noted and named bays and capes, "niese 
discoveries, kept from the world with the cau- 
tion of their colonial poKcy, prompted the 
Spaniards to farther plans of adventure, but in 
their execution they were dilatory. In the 
mean while Captain James Cook was on the 
seas. When &a his^ way to the Arctic Ocean 
in his second vctfage, in the year 1778, he made 
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the land 100 mtles nbt^ <»r€ap^ ]fiiiill0iriao #li 
the 7th of March. H^ held hiscOiiinMl tk>»^ 
ward, ai^d' passed the metttk of the-ColiMbia 
vi^thout notice in a stormy nighi. Otfthe fUdth 
he reached a large and safe inlet, which ad-fiftt 
he named Kin^ George^s Sound, bnt^ftervMrd 
called it hy what he presmned was its In«feiAli 
name, " Nootka." 

While the season yenttitted niiEtig«fidti) lite 
passed through Behring's Straits^ traced* tlie 
coast of America eastward as far Mlcy C^pt, 
examined the Asiatic shore westward tiM thte 
rigours of the clitWate drove hiih to Unalaehkt, 
and ftom Uni^fi^hka he^ sailed^for Owy%M, 
where he atrired on the 26th of Not^stdher^ ami 
moored for the winter. On the 16>(h ofPs^vH- 
ary he lost hifl^ life hy the natives, a^d Mt Mb 
liame to bd hdhoared by^th^ g<HHl and hMev^ «if 
eVei^ land, and the spot where he' fell a-s to'i h to 
of pugrlmage for the ntttigati^s o# every aih 
tion and tongue vthb sail the hl*oad Pa«i»^.* 

. t Oii « hi)) abo0| a a^to Irom thf shore, it • nyDQnonenkio hU 

fDemoryt erected bj Lorfl Byron, captaih of his Britannic t6k' 

jeBXj*» frigate •'Blonde." It c6ntiBts of pf bioi^ waU of la«« 

«boat five fiBBt hi«h»'eniliiBcu)g^a #qwe o/ iWM^IeM, in l^ 

oeotni qf which ia a oeoar post twelve feet higi^ and near the 

top a copper plate ^ith this inscription : ' 

In* tA^uiotf ' 

of 

CAPT4iir Jambs Cook, It-N^ 

who ' discovered these islands' ' 

in the year q( oat Lordt 

1778^ . ^ ' J- 
This humble nipnumcnt is erected 
bf hfs fellow-cDB^itTTntfn,' 
ift the yesrof oar LoBd 
1825. , 

D\g\\\zecibyKjOOQ[Q I 



' ) Gaptaiii CIim!^ now amios mcomsMJoAj 8ai)<> 
e4 from Owyhee m Marcby ami proceeded to 
Jfetvo-Pwilotti^ky or tbe Harbour of St. Peter 
Mfed'StvPaul^ the prinoipa) port, qi Kamtschatkai 
and tlMftiee liirough Behiing'B Straits. The ice 
p ne ygp t ed jap advaftce in any direction asiar ini 
tliBt of th« ptireeediag year $ ill hei^th compelled 
him to fftumto thAeo^thj aod on the 22d pf 
Affigtist jdeiitb clogecThis earthly discoveries nei^ 
PetrOnPaulowfdE. Captain John Gore now nujo* 
coecbd to* Uie ^neelion of the enterprise. The 
eoni|itid& of tbeiveseeW detezmisiedhim to pro** 
caed luMUewaAd | and leaving Petro^Paulowsk, 
Ihay amrinrod at the mouth of the River Tigris^ 
Or iBotear Ti^iS)' betow Gant^. In their voy- 
ages aloitg the nortjkwest ^i^^ts^ the men ae 
areH asjDmeerB:had pvociired.a quantity of fsir# 
oftkasi^mt quality, in exchange for knives, haU 
tomi^ and dtherv liufles. .Th^e furs tbey had 
applied to thfe .moat ordinary uses of beddmg or 
emhikigv ^"^ oonsa^ae^tly,. they were not in 
vary ^od eopditioa. The JUwisiaa traders hi^L 
asgedtbenito dispoae of them, b|Eit they wer^ 
a^hraeedl to redaift ihem luatil their arrrval at 
Gaaton^'where they ceeemd lor them in money 
nod ^ooda to the amotint of ten thousand dol- 
bars. 

^4e ji6u9nai)e of Captajn €odc and of those 
»4io aiioc^eded hfan in the eommand wefe p^ 
bahed tn^Londen in 1784r-^,and the infonqa- 
tian) i^eaAekf ooauminicattfd attracted .comme»* 
dal^nteiffril^e into* new ebannel^. The fn> 
trader had' hiiherta been earriiedpn between the 
Russian possessions and China by l.and { and a 
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krge porticm of the skins olbtalti^cl in OenutdA 
and the regidn s^ound Hudsdn^a Bay y^&tB 
shipped to Russia, whence many of them fcmnd 
their way 1;o China. None haa yet Veen Gtait 
diretitly to that country. Btot in 1785 «Bd the 
fdllpwihg year, British merchants^ individnahr 
ks well as companies, commenced a trade hy 
direct voyages to Nootka S|^tid and the North* 
west Coast, carried the fnrB ohtttined them 
tb Canton, and, by special permi«sion ai the 
East India Company, took in a cargo of teas for 
Lrbndon. The irench did not attempt the trade 
before 1790, although the ill-fated Pejrtouse^ 
who was sent out in 1785, in order to prepare the 
way foi' it by surveys of the coasts, made land 
^ear Mount St. Etias, and, after eicamining: the 
coast as far as Monterey, sidled- for the* East 
Indies. The Spanish government wais also'ex* 
cited to engage in the trade, and collected furs 
in California for the Canton market. 
' The first voyages froip the United States 
were those of the ship Columbia, of 220 tons, 
and sloop Washington, of 90, John Kendrick 
and Ifebert Gray commander*, fitted out by a 
company of merchants at Boston. They sailed 
from Boston on the 30th of September, 178Qf, 
doubled Cape Horn in company, but were af« 
terward separated in ia gale. The Washhig- 
ton arrived at Nootka on the 17th pf September^ 
1788: She was joined by the Columbia before 
the end of the month, and both vessels winter^ 
ed ther^. They returned by the Cape of Good 
ffope, and arrived at Boston on the 9th of Aih* 
^gnst, 1790. . 
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Several important surveys of different points 
of the coast were made by the captains of British 
and American vessels engaged in the fur-trade 
between the years 1785 and 1790. But the most 
interesting was the attempt of Captain John 
Meares, in the Felice, under the Portuguese 
flag, from Macao, to discover the opening seen 
by Bruno Heceta in 1775, which was laid down 
on the charts as " Bntrada de Heceta," or " de 
Ascension," and in some instances, "Rio de 
San Roque." He concludes his examination, 
of it by calling the promontory " Cape Disap' 
pointment,^^ and the opening " Bec&ption Bay,'* 
He gives its latitude 46° 10' north, and writes, 
" We can now with safety assert that no such 
river as that of Saint Roc exists, as laid down 
in Spanish charts." * 

In the year 1791, no less than seven Amer- 
ican vessels arrived in the North Pacific^among 
them the Columbia, commanded by Captain 
Gray, who left Boston on the 27th ©f Septem- 
ber, 1790, and reached the coast a little to the 
northward of Cape Mendorino. Coasting along 
towards Nootka, he observed an opening in lati- 
tude 46° 16', discharging a current so strong as 
to prevent an entrance, although he remained 
nine days at hand in order to effect it. He sailed 
towards Nootka, fully convinced that he had 
discovered the mouth of a great river.. In; Sep- 
tember, 1791, he made Clyoquot his winter sta- 
tion, and built a house of strength on the 
shore, which he named Fort Defiance. Here, 
also, he built and launched a schooner called 
the Enterprise. 

Vol. I.~B 
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Captain Vancouver, with Lieutenant Brough- 
ton, in the British ships-of-war the Discovery 
and the Chatham, were despatched from Eng- 
land in 1791, in order to receive from the Span- 
ish authorities the surrender of a post at Noot- 
ka Sound, undet the stipulation of a conven- 
tion (averting an impending war) made betweei. 
the two courts in 1790. As he was sailing 
ak>ng the coast, towards his port of destination, 
<oH the 27th of April, 1792, he passed by, with 
but a careless glance, the cape and seeming bay 
so emphaticalty named by Meares Disappoint' 
ment and Deception^ and puts down, " Not con- 
sidering this opening worthy of more attention, 
I continued our course to the northwest," &c. 

Two days after he met the Columbia, Cap- 
tain Gray, who informed him, among other mat- 
ters, " of his having," in the words of Captain 
Vancouver, " been off the mouth of a river in 
latitude 46^ 10', where the outset or reflux was 
so stronff as to prevent his entering for nine 
days." Vancouver proceeded northward strong 
in his incredulity, while Captain Oray again 
sought the mouth of the river. On his way he 
found and entered a harbour near the forty- 
seventh degree, to which he gave the name of 
Bulfinch'fr Harbour, in compUment to one of 
the owners. In some maps it bears this name ; 
in the English maps it has that of Whitby, a 
lieutenant in command of one of Vancouver's 
vessels. Leaving Bulfinch's Harbour on the 
lldi of May, after a few hours' sail he reached 
the mouth cif the river, crossed the bar, and 
found his ship on a broad and rapid stream, the 
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waters of which were so perfeefly fresh that 
the casks of the ship were filled within ten 
Hiiles of the Pacific. On leaving the river, 
Captain Gray hestowed on it the name of his 
vessel; the southern point of land he called 
Cape Adams, and substituted the name of Cape 
Hancock for that of Cape Disappointment. 
Neither Cape Hancock nor Cape Adams have 
taken an assured place in the maps ; and the 
name of Cape Disappointment remains, to pre« 
serve in remembrance for a time, probably 
short, the sagacity of the sponsor. The name 
of the good ship Columbia, it is not hard to be- 
lieve, will flow with the waters of the bold riv- 
er as long as grass grows or water runs in the 
valleys of the Rocky Mountains. 

The early dawning of European civilization 
upon the western coasts of North America 
gave promise of a brighter day than that which 
followed. It has been already mentioned that, 
as early as the year 1602, Viscaino had sailed 
along the coast, beyond the Cape of Mendorino, 
as far as the forty-third degree of north latitude. 
He had examined and selected spots for forts 
and colonies, in compliance with orders from 
Madrid to the Viceroy of Mexico. The ener- 
gies of Spanish colonization were concentrated 
m the Council of the Indies. Viscaino was in- 
vested with the rank and powers of governor- 
general of California, and from his zeal and 
able qualities, success might have attended his 
pkms. BxA these were cut short by his death 
m 1609 ; and during the 160 years following^ 
no farther progress was made in the survey of 
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the coasts or in the projected settlements. The 
only English settlement on the Atlantic shore 
of ^e continent at this time, was that in Vir- 
ginia, on James's River ; and some years were 
still wanting to the period of the arrival of the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth. But when these 160 
years had passed away, the Atlantic portion of 
the American Continent was in the possession 
of large and flourishing colonies, which, in re- 
gard to moral character and civil rights, and 
the rational happiness flowing from them, were 
not inferior to their kindred in Europe. The 
cupidity of trade had already plunged men deep 
into the wilderness ; and when this passion be- 
came joined with a spirit of hardihood and ad- 
venture, wider enterprises took hold on the 
imagination. Among men of this spirit Jona- 
than Carver is conspicuous. 

In the mean while, the Russians had found 
their way to the Pacific, through Kamtschatka, 
in 1696, and, during the reign of Peter the Great 
and his successor, pushed their discoveries to 
the coast of America. Behring, in 1741, en- 
tered the straits which bear his name, separa- 
ting Asia from America. The Russians subse- 
quently extended their trade to the Eleutian 
Islands and the coasts of America. In the year 
1803 they had established a post on the Gulf 
of Sitca, which being afterward destroyed by 
the Indians, was replaced by one in the vicin- 
ity, called New Archangel, the chief settlement 
of Russian America. In 1812 they formed an- 
other station in California, near Port San Fran- 
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eifco, for procuring supplies of m^at from the 
wild cattle, and which they still retain. 

Jonathan Carver, distinguished, as we have 
before remarked, by hardihood and the spirit 
of adventure^ was the first to conceive the proj- 
ect of crossing the breadth of the North Amer- 
ican Continent from the extreme white settle- 
ments to the shores of the Pacific, and to follow 
it up by efforts for its accomplishment. Car- 
ver's father was an English officer in the time 
of William and Mary, who came over to the 
then colony of Connecticut, where, in 1732, hia 
son was bom. The son in early manhood, fol- 
lowing his own inclinations, obtained an en- 
sign's commission in a provincial regiment du- 
ring the war between France and England, in 
which the colonies bore an hpnourable part, 
and which was terminated by the peace of 1763, 
and the cession of the French province of Can- 
ada to Great Britain. Carver narrowly es- 
caped massacre at Fort William Henry ; and 
the peace found him captain of a company. 
The close of the war having laid open to the 
enterprising spirit of the ^^olonists the regions 
(^ the Northwest, Carver determined to visit 
the country where are the sources of the Mis- 
sissippi. In U^e yeaar 1766 he left Boston, and 
by way of Albany and Michilimackinac pro- 
ceedea as far w^t as the River St. Francis. 
He returned to Boston in 1768, after an ab- 
sence of two years and seven months. His in- 
tercourse with the Indians during his residence 
amimg them was not devoted merely to the 
objects and purposes of trade, but he applied 
B2 
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himself to the study of their languages and 
habits, and to collecting whatever knowledge 
he could of the regions beyond them. His ob« 
ject, he says, was to prevail on the government 
to establish a post near the Straits of Anian, 
after a journey had been effected to the shores 
of the Pacific. As to the information he ac* 
quired. Carver tells us, " From the intelligence 
I gained from the Naudowessie Indians, whose 
language I perfectly obtained during a residence 
of five months ; and also from the accounts I 
afterward obtained from the Assinipoils, who 
speak the Chippeway language and inhabit the 
heads of the River Bourbon ; I say from these 
nations, together with my own observations, I 
have learned that the four most capital rivers 
on the Continent of North America, namely, the 
St. Lawrence, the Mississippi, the River Bour- 
bon, and the Oregon, or the River of the West, 
have their sources in the same neighbourhood. 
The waters of the three former are within thir- 
ty miles of each other ; the latter, however, is 
rather farther west." The want of means pre- 
vented any immediate farther prosecution of his 
design 5 but in the year 177i, Richard Whit- 
worth, member of the British Beirliament for 
the town of Stafford, who seems to have had 
•something of the spirit of a projector, united 
i«rith him in it. " He" (Mr. Whitworth), Carver 
says, ^'designed to have pursued nearly the 
same route that I did ; and after having built a 
fort at Lake Pepin, to have proceeded up the 
River St. Pierre, and fronl thence up a branch 
of the River Messorie^ till, having discovered 
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the source of the Oregon or Rirer of the West, 
on the other side of the lands that divide the 
waters which run into the Gulf of Mexico from 
those that fall into the Pacific Ocean, he would 
have sailed down that river to the place where 
it is said to empty itself, near the Straits of 
Anian."* 

The actual and still growing dissensions be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies, it is to 
be presumed, proved the death-blow to this 
scheme, which, for the sake of the sagacious as 
well as brave projector, deserved to have been 
crowned with success. The name of Jonathan 
Carver is not mentioned by Mr. Jefferson in the 
memoir prefixed to the narrative of Lewis and 
Clarke, nor is it anywhere more than merely 
referred to in the narrative itself. Later works, 
however, on our wide and yet wild Western 
dominion, do him justice, and quote with senti- 
ments of honourable respect his own expres- 
sion of his feelings and anticipations. 

" That the completion of this scheme," says 
Carver, " which I have had the honour of first 
planning and attempting, will some time or oth- 
er be effected, I make no doubt. Those who 
are so fortunate as to succeed in it will reap 
(exclusive of the national advantages that must 
ensue) emoluments beyond their most sanguine 
expectations. And while their spirits are ela- 
ted by their success, perhaps they may bestow 
some commendations and blessings on the per- 

* The Straits of Anian must have been supposed to corre- 
spend with some part of Behring^s Straits, which separate the 
northern coasts ot Asia from the American Continent. 
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aon that first pointed out to them the way^ 
these, though hat a shadowy recompense for all 
my toil, I shall receive with pleasure." 

The principal, if not only object which led 
men to encounter the hardship and perils of the 
wilderness, was the trade in furs with the In- 
dians. The discovery of Hudson and Baffin 
Bays, to which the early navigators were led 
when in search of a northwest passage to the 
Pacific, laid open new and extensive regions ; 
and in order to draw adequate benefits from 
these new sources of trade, the Hudson's Bay 
Company was established. * 

This company was an association of London 
merchants, to whom, in the year 1669, Charles 
II. granted the whole region round Hudson's 
Bay, with the understanding that they should 
endeavour to discover a passage from the 
Northern Atlantic to the Pacific. They had 
the exclusive privilege of establishing trading- 
posts on the shores and tributary waters of that 
bay. The French of Canada were their rivals 
in the fur-trade with the Indians until the ces- 
sion of that province to Great Britain in 1763. 
This change threw the whole trade for a time 
into the h^ds of the Hudson's Bay Company ; 
but in 1766 some Scottish merchants of tipper 
Canada established a post at Michilimackmac, 
which became the centre of the trade extending 
from Lakes Superior to the Upper Mississippi, 
and to Lakes Winnipeg and Athabasca. Fort 
Chepewyan was erected on this latter in 1778. 
The evils arising from the competition of unre- 
stricted trade, and the united and predominating 
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Strength of the Hudson's Bay Company, led in* 
1783 to an association of the principal mer- 
chants under the name of the Northwest Com- 
pany, whose headquarters were to be at Mon- 
treal. The union with a rival body in 1787 add- 
ed strength to the Company. This union com- 
prised names well known in the trade of the 
northwest regions: the M'Tavishes, M'Gilli- 
vrays, M'Kenzies, the Frobishers, &c. M*Ken- 
zie became a member in 1787, and, under the 
auspices of the Company, made his two jour- 
neys to the north and the west. In the first, 
leaving Fort Chepewyan in June, 1789, he made 
his way by Slave Lake and M'Kenzie's River to 
the Arctic Sea, in latitude 69°, longitude 135°, 
midway between the Icy Cape of Behring's 
Straits and the Coppermine River seen by 
Hearne in 1771. In October, 1792, leaving the 
same fort, he ascended the Unjigah or Peace 
River by canoes to the Rocky Mountains, which 
he crossed in latitude 54° ; he then embarked on 
the Tacoutche Tesse,* which reaches the sea 
north of latitude 49°. After proceeding a short 
time by this stream, he was induced, by the in- 
formation of the Indians that it held a long 
southerly course, to reascend it to a point 
whence he should take a westerly route by 
land. After thirteen days' march he came to a 
stream called Salmon River, on which he em- 
barked, and on the 20th of July, 1792, reached 
the Pacific Ocean near King's Island, so named 
by Vancouver, in latitude 52°. M'Kenzie sup- 

* Tacoatche, now Frazer's River. 
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pQ8e4 the Tueoutcke Tesse to be the Colum- 
bia j in which supposition it is now well known 
he wi»s mistaken. In the edition of his voy- 
ages of 1802, he takes a comprehensive view 
of the vas^ field of commercial advantages that 
would ^pen to Gteat Britain, should some com- 
pany, with large privileges, on the Columbia, 
be combined with the Hudson's Bay Company, 
thereby securing to her subjects the traae of 
the Northwest regipns by an inland communi- 
cation fric»n the Atlantic to the shores of the 
Pacific^ and thence to the port of Canton ; a 
design which Mr, John Jacob Astor, of New- 
York, nobly attempted in behalf of his fellow- 
citizens. J^int, baffled by circumstances which 
no human sagacity could either foresee or con- 
trol, he now lives in honoured age to see its 
aceomplishm^nt by the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany for the benefit of a foreign nation. 

Mr. Astor engaged in the fur-trade soon after 
the peace with Great Britain in 1783 1 and this 
hexondueted either in connexion with the Brit- 
ish companies, or Uirojugh their operations. 
The Treaty of Commerce and Navigation of 
1794 gave greater security to citizens of the 
United States interested in this trade ; and the 
governiDiient itsdf had, by the establishment of 
tradingrposts, endeavou^red to detach the In- 
diuis from foreign connexions, but failed be- 
fore the superior activity of the companies. 
The acquiskion of Louisiana,* however, by 

* Louisiana was ceded in consideration of the sum of 
$15,000,000; of which amount 811,250,000 was to be paid in a 
Bix per cent stock, and the balance was made np of claims of 
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the United States, and the expedition of Lewis 
and Clarke, opened a new and ample field for 
fresh enterprises. The British traders made 
their first establishment beyond the Rocky 
Mountains in 1806. A new impulse had been 

Eiven to their operations by the residence of 
ewis's party among the lifllandans in the win- 
ter of 1804-5, and by information they obtain- 
ed of the views of the American government ; 
and in the spring of 1806, Simon Frazer, a 
partner of the Northwest Company, established 
a post on Frazer's Lake, near the fifty-fourth 
decree of latitude, in the country called New 
Caledonia. The Missouri Fur Company, form- 
ed at St. Louis in 1808, at the head of which 
was Manuel Lisa, a Spaniard, within two years 
established posts on the Upper Missouri, and 
one beyond the Rocky Mountains, on the head- 
waters of Lewis River, the south branch of the 
Columbia. This appears to have been the first 

American citizens against France, which its gOTemment had 
stipulated to pay, and which the United States now assumed. 

The area of the country thus ceded, according to the claims 
of France and the estimate of Mr. Jefferson, exceeded a million 
of square miles ; but all except a very small proportion of it was 
occupied by savage tribes, its original proprietors. Its few cif- 
ilized inhabitants were principally French and the descendants 
of French, with a small number of Spanish Creoles, Americans, 
English, and Germans. The whole amounted to no more than 
80 or 90,000, including about 40,000 slaves. 

Mr. Jeflferson was delighted with this acquisition, and wrote 
to General Gates that this extensive territory, which more than 
doubled the area of the United States, was not inferior to the 
old part in soil, climate, productions, and important communis 
cations. He believed, also, that it afforded the means of tempt- 
ing all the Indians on the east of the Mississippi to remove to 
the west, and even of condensing instead of scattering our pop- 
ulation.— 7\ieft<r*< Lift ofJefferami, ii , 112. 
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post established by white men in the country 
drained by the Columbia; but the enmity of 
the Indians and the scarcity of food caused its 
abandonment by Mr. Henry in 1810. Mr. As- 
tor, in 1809, obtained a charter from the State 
of New- York for a company under the name of 
the "American Fur Company," which in 1811 
was merged in an association with certain part- 
ners of the Northwest Company, who bought 
out the Mackinaw Company, under the name 
of the Southwest Company, which was sus- 
pended by the war in 1812, and terminated al- 
together at the peace, British fur-traders being 
forbidden by an Act of Congress of 1815 from 
pursuing their traffic within the territories of 
the United States. 

In the year 1810, Mr. Astor engaged in the 
great enterprise of the Pacific Fur Company. 
His plan was to establish trading-posts on the 
Columbia and its branches, on the shores of 
the Pacific, and the head-waters of the Mis- 
souri, with a strong factory at the mouth of 
the Columbia River. This factory was to be 
supplied with goods for the Indian trade by 
yearly ships from New-York, which, after dis- 
charging their cargoes, were to convey the furs 
that had been collected to the Canton market, 
and thence, in return, to bring home the teas 
and silks of China. Arrangements were also 
made at St. Petersburgh for certain privileges 
of trade with the Russio- American possessions. 

The execution of this plan led to the voyage 
of the Tonquin, Captain Thorn, to the mouth 
of the Columbia. This ship, mounting ten guns, 
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wkh a cvew df twenty mmy and haring aspM- 
sengers the partners of the tsi^xopaBy, M^Dougal, 
M*Kay, David Stuart, and his nephew, Botert 
&uart, besides a body of mrtisans and Canadian 
vbyageurs, left ^ew-Fork in September/ 1810,' 
ftnd arrived at the mouth of the Columbia oh 
tjie ^d of March, 1811. Eight men wei^e lost 
in attempting to cross t^e %ar in the boats ; 
imd it was not before the 12th of April that the 
lantioh left the^ skip whh hands and materials 
for erecting a fort, to which they gnv.e. thfe 
name of Astoria. On the 5th of J^ne the Toii- 
-quin left the river, with M'Kay as supercargo, 
to trade for pehries along the northern coast, 
iand to touch at Astoria on her return in the 
autumn. Captain^Thom arrived in a few days 
in the Harbour of Neweetce, at Vancoiiver's 
'Island. Here the Indians visited the ship in 
0rder to dispose of tbeir furs j when provoca- 
tions on either side, and the imprudence of 
* Thorn, produced k donfliet^ whieh ended in tlfee 
Indians puling to death twenty- three Tsaeu^ or all 
on board, with the exeex^on of an Indian inter- 
preter, Lewis, the ship's ckric, and fotr others 
who had taken: Te£age in t^e cabin; and who,^ma- 
king their way to the coast, were massacred hiy 
the savages. Lewis, with the interpreter, aloixe 
remained od board, and he meditated a severe 
Tengeance. The Indians having left the shif , 
he succeeded il3: enticing them again on board, 
when. he ^ed the magazine, and its explosicm 
caused the immediate death ofhimself and more 
than ^ne hundred olthe natives ; the interpret- 
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er, howeVer, was thrown from <^& mainchaSBs 
. Into the water unhurt. 

In July, « a party of tiie Northwest Company 
arrived "at Astoria, under the conduct of Mt. 
Thon^son, astronomer ind partner, who had 
•left Montreal the preceding year, with the do- 
sign of anticipating the new company in the 
occupation of the mouth of the Columbia. Oh 
their ^ay they had huilt huts and hoisted flags 
by way of taking possession of the country ; 
but, disappointed by the preoccupation of this 
jfoint, after hospitable treatment by M'Dougal, 
and being furnished with some goods; Thomp- 
son retraced, his .'steps. In the course of the 
summer the Pacific Fur Company estdblished 
i^everal posts in the interior^ 

The land party went out under the dirj^tion 
of Mri Wilson Price Hunt, of New* Jersey, whb 
was a partner, and destined to be the head of 
the establishment at the mouth of the Cohim- 
bin. This expedition had been orgamized at 
Montreal and MichUimackinac, and did' ndt 
reach St. Louis until the autumn of 1810. They 
left St. Louis on the 21st of October, 1810, win- 
tered at Nodowa, and, after complicated suffer- 
ings from hard travel^ coM, thirst, and hui^ger, 
Asides annoyanci^s from the insolence and 
'craft of the Indians, surpassing IeJI that is told 
^ any equally well-appointed body of traveHers 
heyond the Rocky Mountains, did not ftnedly 
unite their numbers at Astoria before the 15to 
of February, 1812. 

' In May, 1812, the resi<ibnts at Astoria wote 
made happy by the arrival of the sh^. Beaver 
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^oni New-York^ with snppUen. TJmtbtUamufy 
iox the estabHshment, it was determined ia tho 
jDouficil of the partners that Mr. Hunt ^houId 
sail in the Beaver^ and visit the Russian settle- 
ments, with a view to a commeroial intercourse, 
and that he should be-relanded in October, wh«a 
the ship wa& to retyrn on her voyage to the 
Sandwich Islands and Cajiton. The Beaver sM 
sail in August, and the monthly passed aWay till 
January, and still she did not make her appeiUf'^ 
ance. 

David Stuart was at his post on the Okin« 
agan, Clarke took his station on th0 Spokain 
$iyer, and M'.Kenzie established himsielf abovt 
the moutk of the Shahaptan* M'Eenzie,.dit^ 
gusted with the dis^pmfort^ df his si^aation^ <^ 
^e 16th of January made hi^ ap^ealraiice at the 
post of Clarke, and giive utterance to his di9* 
content.' Here M^Tavish, of the 'neighbouring 
post of the Northwest Company, broke in upon 
them, and was the bearer of ill news. He had 
jbeen to Lake Winnipeg, wh^re be had received 
an express from Canada^ with the declaration 
of war by the Umted States, and Mr. Madison's 
proclamation. He farther informed them that 
an armed ship was expected at the Cplumi>it( 
about March, and that he was <nrdered,to joiti 
ber ih^re at that time, 

. This news determined M^Kenzie ; he return- 
ed, to ^e Shabaji^tan) brpke up hi& ^^Btablishment 
there, and repaired to, Astoria* M^DougaJ. wai 
overcome by the intelligence 5 iior was there 
^unsel in M^Kenrie. The partners suspend- 
«4i^ Ibusiniassi ,and it was. decided by thew to 
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ftfwhthHi the ^stablislfftient in the confse of th^ 
coming spring, and return to the United States. 
M'Kenzie returned* to his p6st on the Sha- 
haptan with despatches for Stuart and Okrke, 
and mfet M*Tavish above the falls on his way 
towards Astoria. He forwarded M^DougaFs 
letters to his partners, and, having ^feuhited at 
W-alla^Walla, they arrived together at Astoria on 
the 12th of June. Here, under strong feelings 
of despondency, the partners announced their 
intention by letters to Mr. Astor, and intrusted 
to M*Tavish, to relinquish the enterprise (un- 
der an article of the original agteement) on the 
1st of June the ensuing year, excepting they 
should receive supplies ftom Mr. Alstor and the 
0tO€ikholders, with orders to persevere. 

Mr. Astor, not to be wanting to himself, and ta 
what he truly regarded as a national establish^ 
fiient, had made an application to the secretary 
of state for the aid of the government, and Was 
encouraged by the hbpe of a national vessel be- 
ing detached for that purpose ; but in this hope 
he was disappointed. He, howevei', determined 
that the Enterprise, a vessel loaded with sup^ 
|>lies for the colony, should proceed alone to 
Astoria. But the Mocka<i^e of the port of NeW- 
Tork, which fftst then took place, compfsiled 
him to break up her voyatge, and his only reK- 
ance Was on the safe cirival of the Latk, a ves- 
sel previously fitted out, to |nrotract th6 ex 
itftence of the establishmetit. 

Mr.'^Hunt encountered many vexatious delays 
in the Russian ports ; the. Beaver wks greatly 
damaged; by the violent storms' of those ncttw 
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idieffA'laliitndeSykn^ under th^se cfrduihistanc^'s 
•ke«dir0cted lifr course to the Sandwich Islands. 
Here, on thie 20th of June^ news of the warbe- 
-twcsen the United States and Great Britain first 
•reached him bjr the ship A>U>atross from China. 
The Bearer sailed for Canton, where she was 
-latd up till the ret«tm of peace. The Albatross 
'Wft* cnartered by Mr. Hunt, tknd landed him on 
the 20th of Ai^nst, afteT his year'is wandering^, 
•ftt the* mouth of t^e Colambia; Misfortunes 
aeem to hare erdwded upon Astoria. After a 
elunrt ^ay there, Mr. Htint again set sail in the 
^hatro68.for the Marquesas and Sandwich Isl- 
ands* Here he foxmd that the Lark, which had 
Jeft New^York in March, 1813^ had foundered 
Aear one of the Sandwich Islands, 'wkh the loss 
.of afifireral lires. It tlven be<^ame his duty, in 
jMSCOvtdanee with the oYder^ of Mr. Astt)r, sei^t 
.out by the Lark^ to obtain a vessel for the pur- 
fpijbse of transporting, the i^rtock of furs at Asto- 
ria to the Kusmn Settlements, beyt>nd the pdw« 
or of the British. He accordingly chartered 
ike Brig Pedler for .this object, and in Janvfary 
oailed for Astoria. 

On the 7th of October a party of the North- 
west Company, in Which was M*Tavii9h, ai*rived 
at Aatorin, and encamped under the guns of the 
fort ; they> announced the expected arriTal of 
two British vessels^ the Phoebe and the Isaac 
Todd. . Badced by this information, M'Tavish 
t>ropoeed topurcluise the Tfhole^ stock of goods 
tmi^atB belonging to^^e Company both at As- 
toria and in the interior, to which M^DoUgal, 
ainiBniqg the whole iianagement in virtue of 

C2 
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the paweT tested in bSm hy the itoHirHvt) df 
MrMxiunt, acceded. A Mr4 Stimift^ with H r^' 
serye paxty o( the Nonhii^Bt Ccaxxptajj arnmad 
shortly afterward, aiod dictatied more perem^ 
tory terms, bv which the propetty o( Mn As- 
tpr wa$ parted with at one th&rd of its r^al valu^. 
All this needs no comment, jis M'Dotigal, shoH- 
ly after concluding thJB ogreetment^ becasBe a 
member of the Northwest Compttby* 

On Ae 30th of November the British dodp- 
of-war Racoon^ Captain Black, came to anemr 
in Baker's Bay^ uid on the l^th of December 
took formal possession of die fort and conatr^ 
hoisted the jBritidi eoloure^ and changed the 
name of Astoria to that of Fort GeovgeJ Oh 
the 2dth of Februaiy , the ^xig Pedler, with Mm. 
Hunt on board, arrived 'in the Cohimbia fiiri^. 
He arranged matters,.as weU lis cirenmstascos 
would perm^ with M'Dougal andM^Tarish, ami 
en the 3d of April, accompanied by two of hip 
party, Mr. Seton and Mr. Halsey, bid a §mA 
udieu to Aertioria. The following &y, Messra. 
Clarkei M^enzie, David . Stuart, and others 
who had not entered the serviee of the'Nortkt» 
west. Company, set out to cross the Bc^ky 
li^ountaifUk .^ 

After the return of peace in 1815, a demni^ "^ 
was made by Mr. Monroe, secretary of stato;^ 
of the surrender pf the post at the month of ^ 
the Columbia, by virtue of the irst ilrtidl^>df 
the Treaty of Ghent ; but ty» wa»iidt earned 
imto eifltect till 18 }S, wl^n, in Oe4ohev( a^drhad 
.act of snrrender and a<iceptattce^ exphreas«l ol 
writing, passed b^ween CajHain Hikskeyj^ of ids 
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Uii^ftty^s Mf Blossoioi, and J«.Kekb, pC lim 
Ncqrthwest 04Httplaly^ on the one part^aod J.B« 
Pretpst, agent of the United State% on ikm 

After the Testoffstkni of Fort OeoM^e (edief* 
wke vf«ftir^)'to the goremlient of the United 
Stales, the friende j^> the ori^nml eettienieat 
naturally looked for itis reoe^upation bv ite 
£;m&der« B^t lh0 AdxnjiU9lration at^Waehin^* 
ton, f<»r reasons not exprei^^ed, withheld thanr 
eonntenanee and aid^ when Mti. Astor, both in 
will ahd ability, was prej^ared to Preplan* thii 
oJTset of the American Yc^Uie of the AtJantie 
on the shoreik of tibe Pajcific, the soil o{ whieh^ 
wli^her Anteirieiln or AHatici had hitherto been 
ai» linpropiiiotis to oiiriliaatioA grafted up«lt 
^aedom. : No subsiegiiciit Ameriban ^atabhah^ 
ment here has had more than a shortlived «1^ 
latenee ; and theiiar ia now neither port not 4ra- 
ding-post ioider<&e ei^n^rd of ^iJmted St^ea 
f hroogh die whole regkai watered by the Co» 
lunnbia. !the dixedt trade which hiad lonriabe4 
1^ nearly tvrenty years between the NortiMrett 
Coast fltnd Canton gtl^ally ileclined, and tbd 
iresseis ik'Om the ports of the United Stalm^ 
how so numerous in the Pacific^ are for the 
naost part engaged in the pni^suit of the whale. 
. The property, posts, and business have tkii«- 
'Ibre^* remained ^ver siBee with tka Northwefil 
Oottpany, nader M^oogal's sale. The Nwrtb- 
wiit Campany becoaiag tnelrged in the Hud- 
son's Bay Con^pany in tke-'year i82i, the ithiaf 
fiielKity was trantferred from Aitom to Yidi- 
tNn^er. It has been atsted tkat the eoa^ptftif 
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biiit tlie.«c0oiii]il« of recent tcuvfiUe^s makie it a 
▼ci^'iacottsiderabl^statkau . ^ 

Froin this period there was no interco«urie 
between tiie United States, aad the Tiigio^B be- 
ytmd theiEofsky iK«uBtai|is (the fiir aosbprnuoe 
i«4 tiiiders'eoafila^ngi 4htaUiU'veJB to- the haack 
watevs of tbalAississit^i, and the bordeia.of 
the Teibw^»Stf3ffie) antil jy8£3^whfiai :Mr. Ashley 
made a siiicceiiBfi]l«jB|iedi|iiQi»heyoiidthe mouatt 
aiiM ) land in 1826 the JLocky^^^JMoiuit^n ^wr 
Ceonteny of &. Louis epmiaeQced xeguhir ex» 
p^diticfhs to the borders, of the Celiimbia aad 
lOolorado. The American Fur Company then 
oatended their operaticmx. Jn Ifid^ iCaptaim 
Bcmaeville tset oat ^iih k'party, and ma abseal 
two years, chiefly on tha weWrs 4rf the JUeida 

' About the^ satne^dime NstfaanielcWyelh led 
two expeditloast aerofes the i^aalitins^ aad teid* 
tabliahed iwo potte^one at PortHaQ, n^ar the 
^imetion^f thje Pontneaf eoMi Lewia Rivers^ aod 
tiieoither at Port WiUiaBV on Wappateb i^ad; 
These parties^ each of fb^av fifty to^na hua4ved 
^Kum in aamber, and twice as mauy hiirsis'aiid 
«tale» widi leads of teegcfeamttse) assembled 
yeetly ..hjey^Mid the miountd&a ; the prineipil 
poittts of* rendezvous ^bcina Grreep^ Biuret, a 
waneh of th^ Colorado^ and Fierre'p Hole^ a 
•^rsHey abdut.100 miles Iko^ec north. Hidt^ 
-ftey are -met by thediunieis and trafpers, ndKi, 
let nM nuMbor o^ three- or four hundittd^ are 
Arouahout the year eagagedin procuring &»k 
^Tbct IndiaiUi, 160^ bring their fuis to tjhma 
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pdints, add ex<5hange them for iebrHcKi^s 6( u8d 
or ornament. Besrdesr these, isome zealoui 
missionajries^ or men devoted to natutal se^ 
ence, or intelligent trarellets, fond bf i^t^ng^ 
scenes and stirring adventures, accompany 'i^ 
joEiost every yearly expeditibli.* This sovthei^ 
route hy the La Platte, and its branch the SwfeeJt 
Water, to the "rendezvous, and thenee thrdugK 
the country of the Fktheitds to the* waters of 
the Columbia and shores of the Pacific, seemtf 
to be stripped of the perils which sO frequeiftly 
environied the earlier iratellers t^ho attempted 
unknown passes of the motmtains. The par-^ 
ties arrivmg with fo^ are becoming less it( 
nntnber from year to year, as well east as wesrt 
6f the Socky Mountains^ bel6w the latitude of 
49°, owing to the great destruction df the tut* 
bearing animals by the hunters of the rival 
companies. The points established in the Orei 
ffon Territory by Wyeth have given way before 
Ae superior resources of the Hudson's feay 
Company, and the Amerlifran coinpani6s havd 
abandoned the huntittg-grouinds which lie b<^ 
yond the B.ocky Mountairis.t 
The natural bo^n^iesof the region kno^nrn 

* The mode of encampment practised by the caravans, wherii 
^ger 18 to i)e apprehended, is as fdlloWs : Caeh m^n of tM 
pArtv is prtnrided with two or tfatee kon^ or nmlBs, v$A thil 
goods or fars which they carry are put up in packages of such 
size and weight W to be bo^n6 threb uptm a.hor^e; A spot be* 
hig selected for the night, the pbchsare aitaiififed' at* intervals 
i^&d,ionninjr asort of br^ostwork.'Withia which, the horM 
are picketed. The par^ is divided into messes, each having iU 
head, and these by tums perform tb^ doty of^ghardis. WheM 
wagons convey the.goods, th«y ei^uaed in like mamwr Sm ao 
dutwork. 

t NUes'i Weekly Register, vol. lix., ibr f64(Ml. 
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by the nt^XK^ of the Oregon Temritory are well 
defined. '* The form or configuration of the 
country is the most perfect and admirable which, 
fhe imagination can conceive. AH it^ outlines 
ace distinctly marked ; all its interior is eon- 
Moted together.' Frqzen region^ on the north, 
the ocean and its , mountainc^us coast to the 
yreBty the Rocky Ii(ountaii>s to the east, sai^'dy 
aoDui desert plains to the ^outh — such are its 
boundaries. Within, the whole country is wa« 
tedred hy the streams of a single river, issuing 
from the north, east, and south, uniting in the 
region of tide-water, and communicating with 
the ,sea by a single outlet. Such a country ia 
formed for defence^ and whatever power get^ 

Sossession of it wiU probably be able to keep . 
^•'** :^ ;■'..' .' . ■ ■ ' 

This river with fi single outlet is the Columi^^ 
bia. Its most northern branch is Canoe Biver, 
rising near the latitude of 54°. At a place call- 
ed ]by the traders the !Boat Encampment it is 
joined by two streams, one from the northeast, 
the other from the southeast. Two hundred 
miles below their junction is the mouth o£ 
])([^Gillivray's River, and a little }ower down the 
fathead or Clarke's River, both having their 
sources in the Rocky Mountajins. Somewhat 
farther down, the Hudson's Bay Company have 
a trading station, apd a post called Fort Col- 
ville, which is strongly stockaded. In 1836 
Mr. Parker visited this fort, as well as that of 
Oldnagan, established in 1811. David Stuart^ 

' ♦ Majot Joshua Pitchcrt Memoir Sefnato Dbc., 31W Coo- 
gmp, 2d Sm«oii»to1. i., No. 39.. 
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•f the Faci^cPiirCcnnpdiiy, represents tke ii»- 
#ian« around as friendly tnd well disposed. 
He met^t ihis^fort a |]^r«on who ivas m> Lewis 
vai Clarke's expedition, and who . had fbr sev* 
•nil years been in the employ of the Company 
kB interpreter with the Indians. ' Kettle Falls 
ar^ hall a milQ below the fort, fonmii^ a brokea 
eataraot of about one hundred feef . The rprer 
then flows west, receiving the S|)okain from the 
southeast, and &t the distance of 100 miles is 
-joined % the' Okinagan^ ar Ifufge stream from 
ihe north. ^ ' 

The headtwa^^ers of Lewis's River are imthe 
iwigle formed by the Rocky and Snowy Mount* 
yns, between the 42"* and 44° of latitude, near 
which are a^so the sources of the Colorado) the 
Platte, the Yellow Stone^ and the Missouri, Its 
eourse is westward along the foot of thik Sno\¥y 
Mountains to. the Blue Mountains,v where it 
fotir^Sf ^e^lmon Fallal The principal streams 
iidwing into i;he Lewis fc^fore itk junction with 
the Columbia are the Mahide^ the WsEpticacoois^. 
or Nortk Branch, K^skooskee, and SalmoH 
Bivers £rom the eastj and seyeral small streams 
ftora th^ west. The phai^Etct^r of the CoJum# 
Ina from ihis to the 'ocean ia fully described 
ht Lewis and Clarke's Jonrtia). 

"Beytjnd the Rocky Mountains," wfites Mr* 
Pfti^er; " nature appears to have studied variety 
on the largest scale* " Towering mountains and 
Wide^extended prairies, rich valleys and b&rreii 
pfafes,. atod"^ large iivers; with their rapids, cat* 
antets, Knd falls, precMKnt a^gveat variety Af pro«» 
ftcU. ^The whole e<JTMitrf Is so^iaautttiiikOiU 
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tMStSn INTltoMCTUOif. 

durt tkere is no eieT^itkm from which a persiHt 
4satM:iot see some of the ijBunenae ranges wloi^li 
intersect its Tariou^ par^. Frt>m an eleyatio* 
a skort distance from f^ort VaiMSOuvejr, five iao^ 
lated conical mouiitains, from ton to ^tte^. 
thonsand feet, high, whose, t^ps aye cohered 
with perpetual siDow, may he seen rising in ths 
surrounding Valley. There are Ar0e genital 
i^ai^ges west of the rocky chaan of raoantaii^Si 
runnmg in northern and southern direetioas: 
the fir^t^ahoYC the Fajfo of Qohuphid River j 
the second, at and helow the Cascoules; the 
third, towards and al<mg the diores of tl^ Pa- 
cific. Ftom each of th^se, branches exte»d in 
difiereat directions. Besides these, there aord 
those in -different piurts which are large aiicl 
high, sueh as the £flue Moimtaiiis, «outh of 
ffi^dla-' Walla ; the Salmon Riyer Mountains, b«^ 
tween Salmon and Eooakooskee Rivers, -and 
also in the region of Okinagan and GolriU^; 
I'he loftiest peaks of the Rocky Mountaiiui 
have been found in about 52^ norti:^ latitude^ 
Where Mr. Thompson, astronomer of the Hud^ 
Bon^s Bay Company, has ascertained the heightil 
i^ several.. One^ ca&ed Moimt Brown^ he .esti^ 
mates at 16,000 feet above (he level of the sea; 
another, Mount Booker^ at 15,700 feet« Jt haff 
been stated, father ^though jprobably with some 

ngeration), that ne diecovered other p6iQt$ 
er north, 6f an elevation ten thousand feel 
higher than these. ': Between these inountains 
aro widespread valleys and plstins. The largest 
ttud most fertile vi^ky te included betweoa 
Deer Island^a the weatfto witfaiii twndve joil»^ 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



INTRODUCTION. XXXVll 

at the Caseadea, which is about fifty*five miles 
wide, and ejcteuding north and south to a great- 
er extent than I had the means of definitely as- 
certaining; probably from Puget's Sound on 
the north, to the Umbiqua River on the south. 
The Willamette River and a section of the Co- 
lumbia are included in this vaUey. The valley 
south of the Walla- Walla, called the Grand 
Round, is said to excel in fertility. To these 
may be added Pierre's Hole and the adjacent 
country ; also Recueil Am^re, east of the Sal- 
mon River Mountains. Others of less magni- 
tude are dispersed over different parts. To 
these may be subjoined extensive plains, most 
oi which are prairies well covered with grass. 
The whole region of country west of the Sal- 
mon River Mountains, the Spokain Woods, and 
Okinagan, quite to the rsmge of mountains that 
cross the Columbia at the Falls, is a vast prai- 
rie, covered with grass, and the soil is gener- 
aUy good. Another large plain, which is said 
to be very barren, lies off to the southwest of 
Lewis or Malheur River, includiog the Shosho- 
nees Country ; and travellers who have passed 
through this have pronounced the interior of 
America a great barren desert 3 but this is 
drawing a conclusion far too broad from prem- 
ises so limited."* According to others who 
have described the country, there are two lead- 
ing ranges, parallel to the Rocky Mountains, 
w&ch divide the country into three regions, 
viz.. Low, Middle, and High, differing material- 

* Parker's Journal, p. SOS. 

Vol. L— D 
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!y in climate, soil, and pTiWi^tfrrdTioWet-^oin 
the great fertility of the pbition* Wdei^iiig on 
the ocean to the stinted barrenness of the up* 
per plains under the Rocky- Mountains. 

The third division, ot the High Country, lies 
between the Blue Mouhtains and the Kooky 
Mountains on the tost. The southern part of 
this Region is a desert of steep rocky mount- 
ains, deep narrbw valleys, called holes \>y the 
traders, and wide plains, covered with sand and 
gravel, and with traced of volcanic fire. This 
region is remarkable fbr the dryness of the at* 
mosphere, quickly absbrbing sM moisture ; and 
for the great differetice of temperature^ by day 
and nigrht — ^a difiei^enee sothetimesi aihouhting 
to no less than '40 d6gr(des between sunrise 
and noon; and the raa?e of the thermometer in 
the course of twehty-^ur boura has been ob- 
served to vary as much as 74^. ' Not far from 
tifais region of desolation is a large sah lakc^ to- 
words the south, called by the Indians LmJco 
' Touta, ttnd on the old Spanish mftps Timptno- 
gos ; and at no great distance from this is one 
of the points of tend^zvous of the' tra^rs, 
llunters, and Indians. 

The seasons may be divided into the dry and 

rainy. *The latter commences in November 

and ends with May ; the intiermediate months 

are without rain, the skies serene, and the heats 

' are relieved by the prairie Winds, idfivh render 

' the" weather delightf\il. Mr. Parker states that 

' diiring^his winter's residence at Vancouver, 

there were only three days when the mercury 

fell as low as 22"^ of Fahrenheit. 
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ThQ conventional lines which hoand this r» 
grion are, first, the southern bonnd^ry between 
th^ territories ^belonging to the United States 
anji.thpse of Spain, as agreed upon in the treaty 
made ^between the two powers on the 22d of 
F^ri^ary, 1819. This was to be a line drawn 
from the source of the Rtver Arkansas, north or 
south, as the case might be, to the forty-second 
parallel of latitude, and thence along tnat paral* 
let westward to the Pacific; his Catholic ma- 
jesty ceding to the United States all his tights, 
claims, and pretensions to any territories north 
of the said line. This treaty was not ratified; 
iin^il two years afterward ; and before another 
year had passed, the authority of Spain over 
the territory south of this boundary had ceas* 
ed ; but in 1828, the satp^ boundary was eon-* 
firmjed, by a treaty, with the new state of Mex- 
ico. By the convention between Russia^ and ^ 
the United States of 1824, no establishtnent is 
to be formed by %hk citizens of the latter power 
north of the pariatllel of 54^ 40', and none under 
thi^ authority of Russia south of that latitude. 
The,, treaty between Great Britain and Russia 
of 1825, likewise recognises this line, but with^^ 
o^t acknowledging the abspli/te and entire pos- 
session by Russia of the territory north of it. 
T&e territorial claims* of Great Britain extend ' 
southward from this parallel of 54^ 40' ^ while^ 
those of the United Statei? extend northward ; 
from the parallel of 42^ ; nor has any diriding 
linie yet been agreed upon. 

In the negotiations held by jMessrs. Rush and 
Oallal^^ with tl^e commissioners of the British 
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government subsequently to the treaty of GJient 
in 1818, in order to settle definitively the boun- 
daries west of the Lake of the Woods, it was 
proposed by the former that a line should be 
drawn from the northwestern extremity of that 
lake (north or south, as it might be) to the for- 
ty^inth parallel of latitude, and from the point 
of intersection westward to the Pacific. This, 
however, was not assented to i such line was 
aereed upon no farther than to the Rocky 
Mountains, leaving the boundary west of the 
niountains' unsettled -y and as to the territories 
claimed by the United States or by Great Brit- 
»ain west of those mountains, it was determined 
that, with their harbours, bays, and rivers, they 
should be free an^d open for ten years to the 
vessels, subjects, or citizens of both nations ; 
it being at the same time understood that the 
said agreement was not to be construed so as 
to affect or prejudice the claims of either party, 
or of any other power, to any portio^ of those 
territories. The negotiations as to the bound- 
ary were resumed in 1824*, and the fojty-ninth 
?arallel of latitude, from the mountains to the 
'acific, was again proposed by Mr. Bush ; but 
Mr. Canning replied by a counter-project, that 
the line should be drawn. from the mountains 
westward along the forty-ninth parallel to the 
nearest head- waters of the Columbia, and thence 
down the middle of that stream to the Pacific. 
Here the matter rested until 1826, when it again 
became the subject of discussion between Mr. 
Gallatin, the American minister, and the Brit- 
ish government. But no boundary could be 
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secured to each by the convention of 1818, 
after a trial of 21 years. 

In the year 1835 Mr. William A. Slocum was 
directed by the government of the United 
States to proceed to the mouth of the Colum- 
bia by sea, and while there to collect any in- 
formation that might be useful or interesting^ 
to his government. He arrived in the Colum- 
bia at the close of the year 1836^ His report 
to the Department of State, dated the 20th of 
March, 1837, gives. the following account of 
the settlements and course of trade : 

"Fort Vancouver, the principal dep6t of the 
Hudson's Bay Company west of the Rocky 
Mountains, stands on a gentle acclivity four 
hundred yards from the shore, on the north 
bank of the Columbia or Oregon River, about 
100 miles from its mouth. The principal build- 
ings are enclosed in a picket forming an area 
of 750 by 450 feet. Within are thirty-four 
buildings, comprising officers' dwelling-houses, 
and workshops for the various mechanics, all - 
of wood except the magazine for powder, which 
is of brick. Without, and near the fort, ai*e 
forty-nine cabins for labourers and mechanics, 
a large barn and seven buildings attached 
thereto ; an hospital and large boathouse on the 
shore six miles from the fort. On the north 
bank the Company have erected a sawmill on a 
never-failing stream which fklls into the Colum- 
bia, which cuts over 2000 feet of lumber daily, 
employs twenty-eight men, chiefly Sandwich 
Islanders, and ten yoke of oxen ; the depth of 
water at the mill is four fkthoms, wherd the 
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lax^st i^ips <j4 the Compafiy take in th^r citr> 
goes for the Sandwich Island market. 

*^The farm at Vaneouver contains at this 
time about 3000 acres of land, fenced and under 
cultivation, employing generally one hundred 
men, chiefly Canadians and half-breed Iroquois ; 
tbe mechanics are Europeans. These, with the 
factors, traders, clerks, and domestics, may be 
estimated at thirty. The labourers and me* 
chanics live outside the fort in good log cabiiii9y 
two or three fatnilibs generalkr "under dne roof; 
and as nearly every man has a wife, or lives 
with an Indian or half-breed woman, and as each 
family has from two to five slaves, the whole 
number of- persons about Vancouver may be e8<- 
titnated at from seven hundred and fifty to 
el^t hundred souls* The police of the ^stab"' 
lishment is as strict as iu the best-^regidated 
ntilitary garrison.^ The produce of the farm 
this year was 8000 bushels of ^h eat, 5500 of 
barley, 6000 of oats, 9000 of pease, 14,000 of po- 
tatoes, besides large quantities of turnips, ruta* 
baga, pumpkins, &c. About 6000 bushels of 
wheat, old crop, remain on band. 

" Stock consists of about 1000 head of neat 
cattle, too hogs, 200 sheep, 4.50 to 500 horses, 
and 40 yoke of working oxen. There are a large 
threshing machine, distillery (not at present in 
operation), and a gristmill. The farm is abun* 
dantly supplied with implements for a muck 
larger establishment, and will be much ihcreas* 
ed the ensuing year. A thriving orchard^ is 
planted. The apple, pear, quince, and grape 
grow well. 
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*^rade.^-^A large ship anriires annually frpiRt, 
London with all needful, supplies for the coJor. 
nj^and for the trade with the natives, and dia- 
charffos' at Vancouver^ She brings likewisfti 
naval stores for refitting the . ships, of jthe Com?, 
pany that remain on the coast. These are th9'< 
ship Mreide^ the brig Uunoy a sehooner and %, 
sloop; besides. the stean^at JSecit^r, of 190- 
tons^ with two engines of thirty horse poweot^ 
built in London, the last year« These ivesae}^; 
are all well armed and manned.; their; crews a^z 
shipped in England for fiveiyearsyat two pound9r . 
per month for seamen. 

*^ The London ship usually arrives .in. earjy.^ 
spring ; discharges, and takes in a cargo <^ 
lumber for the Sandwich Islands; returns in 
Augupt to receive th&furs that are brou^t tq 
lh& depot (Fort Vancouver) once a year fron^] 
the interior, via the Columbia River, from th0. 
Snake Country, and from the American i^endei* 
Tous west of the Rocky Mountains, and from, 
as far south as St. Francisco, in California^ 
While one of the Company's vessels brings int. 
the furs and peltries collected at the differeat/ 
depots alon^ the coast at the north, the steam* 
boat is employed in .navigating the magnificent ) 
straits from Juan de Fuca to Stickem. Ink" 
mense quantities of furs, sea-otter, beaver, main 
tin, and sable can be collected along the shores » 
of these bays and inlets. The. chief traders, at ^ 
Nerqnallah, in 47' 30'; Fort Langley, in 49^ ^ 
50* ; Fort M'Laughiin, in 52' 16'; Fort Simp-. 
sMA, in 54' 40' north, purchase all the fui;fi^ aod^ 
peltries from the Indians in their vicinit^, and 
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as far as New-Caledonia in the interior, and 
supply them with guns, powder, lead, tobacco, < 
beads, &;c., all of which supplies are taken from 
the principal dep6t at Vancouver. 

^*^ An express, as it is called, goes oat in Mavch 
v^nrly from Vancouver, and ascends* the Co* 
lumbia 900 miles in batteaux. One of the 
chief factors takes charge of the property* and 
conveys it to York Factory, on Hudson's Bay $ 
the annual returns of the business being con* 
ducted by the Hudson's Bay Company west of 
the Rocky Mountains, in the Columbia district. 
This party likewise conveys to the difi^rent 
foTts along the route, goods suitable to the In* 
dian trade. Other parties take up supplies, at 
they may be required, to Walla- Walla, 250 miles 
above Vancouveir ; to Colville, 600 miles above ; 
to the fort at the junction of Lewis Biver, 700 
miles farther ; to the south, to Fort M^Roye^ 
on the Rrver Umpqaa, in latitude 43 ' 50 north j 
and last year, chief trader M'Leod took up to 
the American rendezvous, in about latitude 43^ 
north, a large supply of British manufactures. 
This assemblage of American trappers and 
hunters tak^s place annually on the western 
side of the Rocky Mountains, generally in the 
month of July, and amounts to from 450 to 500 
men, who bring the results of their year's la- 
bour to sell to the American fur-traders. These 
persons purchase their supplies at St. Louis; 
and, of course, find it hard to contend with the 
Briti»h company's agents, who have neither the 
same burden of duties on their goods, nor the 
same arduous journey." 
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zlft^ nmoDQCTioiik : 

. The ewa^tai «migxatij9& t fv^ni^ the Uni^^d^.. 
St^rtesibff ithe purpose of setttem^Al in this ter* . 
rittMcviwafttin.1882^. Tbiee yoarp aflerward. a, 
small party wenl/outiby laud^ with NatiiAiiie),^ 
Wyetb, of.the.BoatQn..Fishipg; aa<l Trading 
CampAay^ under tbe direction of. thi^ Kev^ JasoA.. 
Leo. and David Loe^ who esftablishod a misaiaii,, 
settlement amongj the CaUfl|»oowJah. Indm^, oi^, ^ 
the Willamette iHiver,* at> atout siMy miloa. 
from -it«dischai!geintOti the Colun^ia* Thi#Li. 
colony afterward receiredvSQiiie small accoa*.. 
siotis, and iatNoTtember^.lSdBy the Rev* Ja$POiK 
Lee sailed frtoi. the Unked Stiutefi for the 64^^ . 
lujmbiaRiyer^ wtth a pasty , of jSft)^ persons, contr.,. 
pricings among, others^ six missionaries^ and . a i. 
physician with their families* . This party ai^i 
ri?ed t safely 1 outy and \ the annual report of the ) i , 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal) : 
Chnfohin May, 184 J, presents aiaviHixable ao?. . 
count of their labours, amo^g the Indians^. 
SmalV^ parties of i young men Mve started f<Ht 
the Coliiinbia from^ states bosderiBg on the Mis^.i. 
sissippi»: The whole juimber . directly attacheil > : 
toi the mifilion is onhr sixty-eight, including. 
men, women, aad'^children) The few settle*; 
mentstalcmg 'the. river, according to Mr* Parlcert 
wiD^> vieited j.the ooua^Ty.ia 1835^ consist ofi: 

* TMff name is sometimes eonhanded wiA MnltnomalLr 
■* Tbe Mine ^^oltHomiM^,^' Mr. Pai4ier. |»ays. '* is given to « small^ , 
section of.thia river^ frqm the name of' a tribe of Indians who 
ODCe.residf^d about six .miles on both sides fn>m its confluence 
wllti the Columbia to the branfih which flowm ^mn the socjjttb, 
em eid»of the Wftiipatu) Island ; above this section it is calUd 
the WUlamette.**— pABKKB'sJiwnai, p. 161. ^^ 
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Canadian Ftehohtfien fofm^rly^ in thei onjpfey 
of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Thus far the right of commom occupancy has 
worked altdgether in favour of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. Without seeking to found a 
calony of men dttiwn from the skotes of Eu- 
• rope, they have created aronnd their* forts and 
- trading-posts an im&ge of dvilized Jife. Thfeir 
• principal officers ' ar« men well suited to their 
station, where the powers of civilized men, few 
^ in number, are to encounter and control numer- 
' - ous surrounding savage tribes. They maintain a 
steady discipline over their own agents, and ex- 
ercise a moral power over thd Indians. Their 
influence is represented as being of a benign 
'character; and no traveller recounts any in- 
' Stance of aggression towards the natives. Nor 
'^are these latter, in the neighbourhood of the 
Company's stations, chargeable with the pilfer- 
' iiigs, insolen^esf and outrages which were the 
'^annoyances of Lewis and his party, and siib^e- 
^ quently of Hunt and his companions. The sta- 
tion at Vancouver is stated to be the very 
home of ^hospitality to the Christian teacher, 
'" and to the- 8<iientific or etirious traveller; but 
the rival factor, trader, or hunter has a diAtent 
tale to t^l!, though there has been no complaint 
of dirfect affiront or injury. The influ^ce of 
the €dmpany over their subordinates is- su* 
' preme ; they h^ve moulded ta their interest 
' and will the sentiments and inclinations of the 
' sutroxtliding Indians ; and all that is required 
by the chiefs of the Company is passrvicly to 
withhold aid, countenance, and favour iWMbftany 
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3dviii INTRai^UCTiON. 

adTentnirdus riVal trader, and fairly starve him 
out of the country. 

On taking a general survey of the territory 
embraced in the former Province of Louisiana^ 
from the time of its cession to the United 
Statea, the first thing which strikes us is the 
unequal progress of settlement, civilization, and 
population in its different portions. The states 
and territories lying immediately west of the 
Mississippi, by the census of 1840, exhibit the 
foh owing population : Missouri, whole number 
of Inhabitants, 383,702; slaves, 5S,:240. Ar- 
kansas Territory, 97,574; slaves, 19,835. Lou- 
isiana, 352,411 ; slaves, 168,452. Total inhabi- 
tants, 833,687. 

The Indian Territory, so called, extends west- 
ward 200 miles, from the farther bounds of Mis- 
souri and Arkansas, and frotn the Red River on 
the south to the Puncah River on the north, a 
length of 600 miles. It contained in the year 
1837 an Indian population of 103,560 ; which 
in 1839 liad fallen off, according to the returns 
of the resident agents, to 94,196. There are 
many different tribes, the most numerous of 
which are the Creeks^ amounting to 24,500 in 
tUb former year, and reduced to 21,500 in the 
latter; the Cherokees^ to 25,900, reduced to 
25,000 ; and the Pawnees, to 12,500, diminish- 
ed to 10,000. Smallpox and fevers have been 
the chief causes of this great mortality. The 
Christian missionaries scattered over this re- . 
gion are of various denominations and thirty- 
nine in number, with thirty-six schools and 640 
pupils. 
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iTfTRonwTion. zlix 

The intermediate country, Mug between the 
irestern line of the Indian Territory and the 
Rocky Mountains, and bounded on the north by 
the 49th parallel of latitude, is still the dwell- 
ing-place and hunting-grounds of the native 
tribes, and its plains and streams are the resorts 
of the hunters and trappers of the various fur 
companies and traders ; while the country west 
of the mountains, and extending to the Paciie, 
presents no settlements of civilized man, ex- 
cept the forts and trading-posts of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, igid the station of the 
Christian missionaries from the United States 
on the Willamette. 

At the time that the History of the Expedi- 
tion under Captains Lewis and Clarke was first 
prepared for the press, Mr. Jefferson favoured 
the publisher with a short memoir of the lift 
of Captain Lewis, in which he shows that hit 
thoughts had early turned upon such a project. 
While he was residing at Paris as American 
minister in 1787, John Ledyard arrived there, 
with the view of making some arrangements to 
carry on a trade in furs on the northwest cooatt 
of America. In this, however, he failed i and 
Mr. Jefiferson then proposed to him an expedi^ 
tion by land through the north of Europe to 
Kasntschatka, and thence to the Pacific. Per- 
mission having been obtained from the Russian 
government, Ledyard set out on his journey, 
and took up his winter-quarters within 200 
miles of Kamtschatka. But at this time some 
new consideration on the part of the Russian 
authorities put a stop to Ms progress, and h» 

Vol. L— E 
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ii niTRtyDBtmoK. 

ifvlt9^rrefttdd «ikd^ semt Vftok-^n^ of tlMir' tetVlto* 
filds. The neat yemt Wtetai^tedoftliis AfrMMH 
eiipeditkm, and died irt Egypt. 

In 179!^, Mr. Jefferson ffroposed to this Amet^ 
iean Phiiosophical Society a subscription to 
engage a competent pdrflipn to proceed to the 
Northwest Coast by: land ; and Captain Meri- 
w<ether Lewis, whb was theh Btationed at Char- 
lotteville^ in Yirgihte^ ymi engaged for the ptir* 
pose. M. Michaitx, ^ French- botaniet^ was to be 
his compatiion. They had gone on their jour- 
Key as far as Kentucky^ when Michaux Wf^ re- 
eai^d by the^ French minister, to piif sue Jn^otbh 
er quarters his botanical researche^^ Whiek' put 
U'sttop to Ike enterpri^i 

The Act for' establishing tradings hous^ 
among the In^Hails being id^out to exj;>ire^ IVfe. 
Jefierson^ in Januafy, 1803, recoinl»r6nded to 
Gongr^s, in a confideiitial' 'messagcy aor eiEtei^ 
tfionof its y^ws to the Indians on the Misst^ 
sipfrii He also-ptoposed that a part]^ should 
be despaHched to trace the Milssoiiri to its 
source^ cross the Rocky. Mouktains, at^l pro* 
eeed to thb Pacific Ocean* The plan was a^ 
pvoved of J and Captdn Lewis was,, on his ows 
dpplieation, appoiiited to lead the expedition. 
William Clarke, brother of General George 
Segers Ckfrite^ wa» afterWai<d associated with 
ktm« Full imtructioas "were given to CaiptaM 
Lewie as td his route, and the various objects 
to which he should direct his inquiries, relating 
tO'Hie>geogra^by and character of the country, 
the diderent inhabitants, and their history, «m 
ail otbeF matters worthy ^ being kaowiu 
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INTRODUCTION. fi 

Whil^ these preparations were making, ne- 
gotiations had heen pending between France 
and the United States in regard to Louisiana. 
This province had been recently ceded by 
Spain to France, and the latter power by treaty 
now ceded it to the United States. 

A donation of lands was made by Congress 
to the members of Captain Lewises party in 
1807. Lewis was appointed Governor of Lou- 
isiana, and Clarke agent for Indian afiairs. 

Captain Lewis died in 1809, when on his way 
to Philadelphia to superintend the publication 
of his journals. After his death the journals 
p<iv d into other hands, and finally, with other 
sources of information, were handed over to 
Mr. Paul Allen, who edited the History of the 
Expedition.^ 

*. For farther information in relation to the discoverjr, history* 
and present state of the northwest portions of the A merican Con- 
tinent, the reader may consult the memoir of Mr. Robert Green- 
how, prepared and published in 1840, in obedience to a resoln- 
tioo of Congress. 
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iJBWIS AND C^A5^^S 

KXPKpiTlION ^ 

UP THE WISSOUEJ. 



PHAPTEIJ I. 

Pirty composing the Ejcpedilion..— Their Departure.— Caf0 
Bear Osage Woman River.— Grand Osage River.— Osage. In- 
4aiiiM. — Curious traditionary Account of their Origin.— Tb9 
JjlissQuria.— Snake Bluffs.— Kansas Kiver.— Kansas Indiana. 
—The Kodawa River— The Nemaha w, and Muooda on its 
Baiiks.— Party afflicted with Bo|la.— Platte River. 

Thv preparations Tor the expedition were cprpfder 
^d, and the party selected before the close of 18<KI^ 
t?apt. Lewis designed to winter at La Charrette, Um 
tri^^hest settlement on the Missouri ; but the Spapisth 
commandant of Louisiana not having received oMr 
cial notice of the transfer of the province to th9 
United States, he wintered at the mouth of Wood 
ftiver, on the east side^ of the Midsissippi, w^lhot^ 

horities. 

young men from 
^e United States 
ices^ (two Freneh 
titer), and a l:^a»k 
jC. All thie«p,«Xt 
re as privates dHt 
:geants appofDti^d 
i. Ill addition to 
I si^ isoldicFs, and 
expedition as fatf 
a«8i^t in carryinf 
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54 LEWIS AND CLARKE^S EXPEDITION. 

the stores or repelling an attack, which was moaC 
to be apprehended between Wood River and thai 
tribe. The necessary stores were subdivided into 
seven bales and one box, containing a small portion 
of each article in case of accident. They con- 
sisted of^ great variety of clothing, working uten- 
sil^, Ipcks, Hints, powder, ball, and atticles. of the 
greatest use. To these were added fourteen bales 
and one box of Indian presents, distributed in the 
same manner, and composed of richly-laced coats 
and other articles of dress, medals, flags, knives, 
and tomahawks for the chiefs ; ornaments of differ- 
ent kinds, particularly beads, looking-glasses, hand- 
'kerchiefs, paints, and, generally, such articles as were 
deemed best calculated for the taste of the Indians. 
The party was to embark on board of three boats : 
the first was a keel-boat fifty- five feet long, drawing 
three feet water, carrying one large square-sail and 
twenty>two oars ; a deck of ten feet in the bow and 
«tern formed a forecastle and cabin, while the mid* 
die was covered by lockers, which might be raised 
so as to form a breastwork in case of attack. This 
was accompanied by two pirogues or open boats, 
one of six and the other of seven oars. Two hor- 
%eB were at the same time to be led along the banks 
of the river, for the purpose of bringing home gamei 
er hunting in case of scarcity." 

The party left their encampment at the mouth of ' 
Wood River on Monday, the 14th of May, 1804, and 
on the morning of the 10th reached St. Charles^ a 
town 31 miles up the Missouri. Captain Lewis, 
who had been detained at St. I^uis, jomed them at 
this place, and on the 21st of May they proceeded 
no their voyage. Passing OsHge Woman River on 
the 23d, about a mile and a half beyond its mouth, 
they saw *^ a large cave on the south side, at the 
foot of cliffs nearly three hundred feet high, over- 
iMnging the water, which becomes very swift at this 
pla<^. The cave is one hundred and twenty feet 
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Uride, forty feet deep, and twenty high : it is known 
by the name of the Tavern among the traders, who 
have written their names on the ruck, and painted 
MOiae images, which command, the homage of the 
Indians and French." 

On the 25th they stopped for the night at La Char- 
fette Creek, 68 miles from the mouth of the Missouri, 
and near which was a small village of seven poor fam- 
ilies, the last establishment of whites on that river. 
In the afternoon of the 3l8t of May they received 
information that the Indians had committed to the 
flames a letter announcing the cession of Louisiana, 
Bid that they would not believe the Americans haa 
come in possession of the country. On the Ist of 
June the boats arrived at the mouth of the Grand 
Osage River, 133 miles up the Missouri, which is 
iiere 875 yards wide, and the breadth of the Osage 
397 yards. 

" The Osage River empties itself into the Mis- 
souri at one hundred and thirty-three miles' distance 
from the mouth of the latter river. It gives or 
■owes its name to a nation inhabiting its banks at a 
considerable distance from this place. Their pres- 
ent name, however, seems to have originated from 
the French traders, for both among themselves and 
'4heir neighbours they are called the Wasbashas. 
Th^y number between twelve and thirteen hundred 
^warriors, and consist of three tribes: the Great 
Osages, of about five hundred warriors, living in a 
Tillage on the south bank of the nver ; the Little 
Osages, of nearly half that number, residing at the 
distance of six miles firom them ; and the Arkansaw 
%and, a colony of Osages, of six hundred warriors, 
"Who left them some years ago, under the command 
Of a chief called th^ Bigfoot, and settled on the Vcr- 
snilibn River, a branch of the Arkansaw. In person 
the Osages are among the largest and best-formed 
Indians, and are said to ];>ossess fine military capa- 
cities ; but, residing as they do in villages, and hav- 
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^1^ made coQsiderable adi^ance in agmuliui;?, thfiff 
i^eein less addicted tp war than tt^eir nprtbern Meig^ 
bours, Xo )yhuiQ the use of rifles gives a gre^t ^i^ 
periority. Anion^ the peculiarities of this peo^it^ 
there is nothing more remarkable than the tri^ditioi) 
relative to their origin. According to univer^i^l |>e- 
lief. the founder of the iiail<.»n was a anail, pas^ng 
a quiet existence along the banks of the Qsagfi, tm 
a high flood swept him down to tlie Missouri, ^jofi^ 
Jed him ejs^posed on the shore. The beat uf the ^^ 
fit length ripened him into a man; but Vi^i t^ 
change of his nature he bad not forgotten jiis ^^tijvf| 
aeats on the Osage, towards which he im^iedi^tc^lif 
i^ieni his way. He was, however, soop pvertaHej^ 
by hunger and fatigue, when, happily, the Great Spij;^ 
appeared, and, giving hipa a bow and arrow, showed 
Sim how to kiU and cook deer, and cover hUnseu 
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On the 3d of June they continued their voyage, 
and successively passed the Little and Big Manitoa 
Creeks (on the latter of which they found some salt- 
iicks), Good Woman River, and Mine River. " Lit- 
tle Manitou Creek takes Us name from a strange 
figure resembling the bust of a man, with the horns 
of a stag, painted on a projecting rock, which may 
represent some spirit or deity.'' Canoes and rafU 
were occasionally met, descending with furs and 
buffalo tallow from distant points of the Missouri, 
Kanzas, and Platte Rivers, under the guidance of 
hunters, who had sought tlieir game in the neigh- 
bourhood of those streams. Captain Lewis was so 
fortunate as to engage one of them, a M. Durion, 
who had lived with the Sioux twenty years, to ae- 
company him to that nation. 

" On the 13lh," continues the narrative, " we 
passed, at between four and (ive miles, a bend of 
the river, and two creeks on the north, called the 
Round Bend Creeks. Between these two creeks is 
^le prairie in which once stood the ancient village 
of the Missouris. Of this village there remains no 
vestige, nor is there anything to recall this great and 
numerous nation, except a feeble remnant of about 
thirty families. • They were driven from their origi- 
nal seats by the' invasions of the Sauks and other 
Indians from the Mississippi (who destroyed at this 
yillaze two hundred of them in one contest), and 
sougnt refVige near the Little Osage, on the other 
side of the river. The encroachment of the same 
enemies forced, about thirty years since, both these 
nations from the banks of the Missouri. A few re- 
tired with the Osages, and the remainder found an 
asylum on the River Platte, among the Ottoes, who 
are themselves declining. Opposite the plain there 
was an island and a French fort, bdt there is now 
no appearance of either, the successive inundations 
'having probably washed them away, as the willow 
island, which id in the situation described by Da 
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PfaU, js .^n[iali ^pd pf rctc^ot /o^a^tipn. Fi^re miles 
^roni tt^s place is the j[»o,ath of Grand Itiv^r, whef^i 
we eqcamped. This river fpUows a course oear(j 
a^uth or j^uthe^t, aini is between eighty and ^ 
Jiuiidred y^rds wide wlierie it eiHers the Missuun^ 
near a delightful and rich plain." • * * *'Atthedi8* 
tauce ipf eight nniles we ^ame to some high cliflT^f 
called the i^uake Bluifs, from the numbers of tb^ 
animal in the neighbourhood, ^d immediately abdve 
the^e bluffs, Snake Creek,,about eighteen yards wid^ 
fyW which we e,npamped. One of our hunters, a half 
jndiau, broi^ht us an ^f^ount of ^s having U>-4aj 
passed a ^n^aU lake, near which a number of 4^^ 
.were feeding ; and in the pond he b^^rd a snake n^ 
Xing a gi^ttura) poise like a turkey. He ^fed histgn^, 
but the noise became louder. He ^ds th^t he b^ 
jh^ardth^ Indi^iUS ^)enUontbis specie.3 of ispake, and 
ithife.>lqry i^ confirm^ jby a Fre?ichw*nof our party." 
,♦ # * u y^Q parsed peveral islmids apd osne cre^k 0(1 
|he4»outh side, and encamped on the north uppo8ite|i 
lie^jtiful plain, whiqh exteijids ^ ff^r bac^ ^ the Qp- 
AMge River, and ^pme rpUes wp ^bp Misisouri. f^ 
Jr^Jit of our encampment are the remains of a^ 0)4 
.village of tUe Xiittie Osag^, situated at some distaao^ 
irom the river, ^i>d at the fopt of a small hill. A bo^t 
^hree miles above them, in view of pur Ciampt.is tbjs 
^situation pf t^ oljd village pf ^e Mi^sovrijs alV^r 
they Hed from the Sai^. The inroads of thie ^a^ 
tribe compelled the Uiije Osagep to retji^ frpm thp 
Missouri a few yean» a|o> amd,e8tabli^ themseLvi||i 
near Uie QreatOsag^?^. ^ ^ * "On the I7^h wes^t 
nwt e^rjy, and, haying come >P a coinffEfni^i^t plac^, 
.at one milels distaMce, fpr prgcMring tinftb^r and ni;^' 
Aittg oars, we occupied onr^ejves in timt w^y pja 
this ?iad the following day. 'Vim copntry on ikjjfi 
iH>rth of the rijver is deb -^ covered witb Unibejp; 
{Hmong which we procnred the a^ for o^rs. At iwp 
iiiU/Qs it changes into. exMsnsiye prairies, af|^ s^t sev* 
fiH or eight miles* distance becoi»es higl^er afid vu^ 
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itaf. Tfee pmiri^ and hi^h lands on the south com- 
nveiid^ tftore irtiklt^diaiiely on the liter; the whuie' 
is w^ll> wstered' ai^d prorMed with game, such as 
deer, elk, and bear. 'l*he hunters brought in a fat 
hrtrse, wftich #*s ptbh-My \osi by some war party, 
thi^ b^'ing the crdssing-f^ace for the, Sauks, Ayau- 
ways, and $k)UX, in their elcursions against the 

Oft the 3l5th they pasised ttbank ofsfohe coal, afv 
phreiUly very abundant, and the next day arrived 
tft th^' month of the Kansas, 340 miles from the 
Missi^i^pi \ and hel^ the party remained two days 
for rest and impairs. "The River Kanzas takes its 
ifse inrth^ plain^f between the Arkansaw and Platte 
Riv^i^, and po^ues a eoui^e generally east till itsr 
^nction w*Hh the Missouri; which iti ii> tiititude 38^ 
ar* 13" ; heW1« is 340»- yard^ wide, though it is wi-' 
def a ^liorl distance abov^ the mouth. The Missouri" 
itself is about five hundrbd yards in wfdth ; the point 
df unioif is lowland subjeel to inuHdaiions for tWo 
htiiidr^d'anafirtijryardlS; it thert rises a littie above 
Wgh^wattei* mark, and coritinues «o as far back as* 
the'hiils. Od the sdUth of the Kadeas the hills or 
h^Hlaridi^ eome wltMn one mile and a half of the 
ri*rer'; <rti the noifth of the Missouri they do not ap- 
pfioartfe^ n^rer than seter-id miles ; but on all sides 
tHeeotintry is fine. The comparative specific grav- 
itWrd of the two rivem are, for the Missouri seventy- 
eight, the ICanaiis Seventy- two degrees; the waters of 
the latter haff« -a Ve*y disagreeable taste. ♦ ♦ ♦ On the 
banks of the Kansas reside the Indians of the same 
name, eonsvstingj of two villages, one at about twen- 
ty, th^ other forty leagues from its mouth, and 
amounting to about three hundred men. They once 
lived twenty-four leagues higher than the Kanzas, 
on the south bank of the Missouri, and were then 
more ntn^erons ; but they have been reduced and 
binisfaedf by the Sauks and Ayauways, who, being 
better BUppli^ with arms, have an advantage oveih 
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the Kanzas, though the latter are not less fieree and 
warlike than themselyes. This nation is now hunt- 
ing in the plains for the biiffalo, which our hunters 
hav« seen for the first time.'* 

Departing on the 29th, they passed La Petite RiiF- 
i^re Piaiie, Turkey Creek, and Bear Medicine Island, 
a short distance from which they landed for the uighl 
on the 2d of July. In a valley opposite to their eor 
campment '' was situated an old village of the Kan- 
sas, between two high points of land, and on the 
bank of the river. About a mile in the rear of the 
Tillage was a smalj-fort, built by the French on an 
elevation. There are now no traces of the village, 
but the situation of the fort may be recognised by 
some remains of chimneys, and the general outline 
of the fortification, as well as by the fine spring 
which supplied it with water. Xhe party who were 
stationed here were probably cut off by the ludians, 
as there are no accounts of them." 

July 3d they passed the Isle des Vaches. The 
morning of the anniversary of the 4th of July was 
announced by the discharge of a gun, and its name 
wto given to a creek which ttiey passed during the 
day : it was also made memorable by one of the party 
bemg bitten by a snake, though the usual application 
of a poultice of bark and gunpowder soon cured the 
wound. On the 5th, near Independence Creek, they 
passed the ruins of another village of the Kanzas, 
which, from the extent of its remains, must once 
have been a large town. Several b^kd sand-bars 
here presented themselves, and on the shores there 
were great quantities of summer and fall grapes, 
berries, and wild roses. Deer we^re not so abundant 
as usual, but there were numerous' tracks of elk. 
On the 8th the party reached the River Nodawa, af- 
ter passing Reevey*s Prairie, so called from the 
name of a man who had been killed there, and the 
fine prairie of St. MichaePs appearing as though it 
were divided into farms by the narrow strips of 
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woodland which border the small runs falling into 
the river. Below the mouth of the Nodawa, besides 
several smaller islands, is that of Great Nodawai 
more than ifive miles in length, containing seven or 
eight thousand acres of high, rich land, rarely over- 
flowed, and one of the largest islands in the Mis- 
souri. This river is navigable for boats for some 
distance. 

On the 11th they landed on a sand island opposite 
4o the River Nemahaw, where they remained a day 
for the purpose of taking lunar observations and 
refreshing the party. They had now ascended the 
Missouri to the distance of 480 miles. " The Ne- 
mahaw empties itself into the Missour from the 
south, and is eighty yards wide at the confluence, 
which is in lat. 39° 55' 56". Captain Clarke ascend- 
ed it in the pirogue about two miles, to the mouth 
of a small creek on the lower side. On going ashore 
he found in the level plain several artificial mounds 
or graves, and on the adjoining hills others of a lar- 
ger size. This appearance indicates suflSciently the 
former population of this country, the mounds being 
certainly intended as tombs, ^the Indians of the 
Missouri Still preserving the custom of interring the 
dead on high ground. From the top of the highest 
mound a delightful prospect presented itself: the 
level and extensive meadows watered by the Nema- 
haw, and enlivehed by the few trees and shrubs 
skirting the borders of the river and its tributary 
streams ; the lowland of the Missouri covered with 
undulating grass, nearly five feet high, gradually ri 
smg into a Second plain, where rich weeds and flow- 
ers are interspersed with copses of the Osage plum; 
farther back were seen small groves of trees ; an 
Sbmidance of grapes ; the wild cherry of the Missou- 
ri, resembling our own, but larger, and growing on a 
small bush ; and the chokecherry, which was ob- 
served for the first time* Some of the grapes gath- 
ered to-day were nearly ripe. On the south of the 
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Nemahaw, and ^out a quarter of a mile from its 
mouth, is a cUflf of ireestone^ ia which are vanous 
iascriptiaus and marks made by the Indians." 

On the 14th elk were seen for the first time. They 
passed the Nishnahbatoua and Little Nemaha w Riv- 
ers, and found the former to be only 300 yards from 
the Missouri, at the distance of twelve miles from its 
mouth. Farther on they reached an island to the 
north, near which the banks overflow ; while on the 
south, hills project ovei: the river in the form of hig|i 
cliffs. At one point a part of the cJiff, nearly three 
fourths of a mile in length and 200 feet in height, 
had fallen into the river. On the 20th they passed a 
creek called by the French TEau qui Pleure, or the 
Weeping Water, and here the narrative states, " for 
a month past the party have been troubled with boils, 
and occasionally with the dysentery. These boits 
were large tumours which broke out under the arms* 
on the legs, and, generally, in the parts most expo- 
sed to action, which sometimes became tpo painful 
to permit the men to work. After remaining soo^e 
days, they disappeared without any assistance, ex- 
cept a poultice of the bark of the elm or of Indian 
meal. This disorder, which we ascribe to the mud- 
diness of the river water, has not aifected the gen- 
eral health of the party, which is quite as good, if 
not better, than that of the same number of men in 
any other situation." 

They reached the |nreat River Platte on the 21^ 
and it is thus described : *' The highlands, which 
had aceorppanied us on the south for the last eight 
or ten miles, stopped at about three quarters of a 
mile from the entrance of the Platte. Captains 
Lewis and Clarke ascended the river in a pirogue 
for about one mile, and found the current very rap^ 
id, rolling over sands, and divided into a number 
of channels, none of which are deeper than five or 
six feet. One of our Frenchmen, who spent two 
winters on it, s^ys that it spreads much mora at 
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tome distanee- f^m the mouth ; th^t its depth is 
generally not more then fire- or six feet ; that there 
are many small islands scattered through it; ftnd 
that, from its rapidity and the- quantity of its sand, it 
cannot be navigated by boats or pirogues j though the 
Indians pass it in small flat canoes made of hides : 
that the Saline or Salt River, which in some seasons 
is too brackish to be drsnlc^ fails into it from the 
south, about thirty miles up; and a Utile above it 
fiikhom River from the norths running nearly par- 
aliel with the Missouri. Tfte river is, in fact, mtieh 
more rapid than the Missouri, the bed of which it 
fills vvith moving sands, and drives th& current on 
the northern shore-, on which it is constantly en** 
croaching. At its junction the Pfatte is about six 
hundred yards wide, and the same nuf»b^ of mile» 
from the Mississippi. With much) diflfeuity we 
worked round the sand-bars near the mouths and 
came to above the point, having made Klden miles." 



CHAPTEU IL 

8fome Arcoant of the Pawnees'and othier "Tribes of Indhins.^ 
Council held wHh tbe Ottde aiid MiMOOri lndiine^*LiuM 
Skraz River^^Rnvttges of SmaUi^oic.aBioag the JMnhas*— 
Oonacii held with anothef Pilrty of the Ouoee.^-Dei^th of 
Sffgeant Floyd.— Honour arooDg the Indians. 

TkE next day, commg to a high- and shaded spot 
on the north bank, t6w miles' above the Platte, Cap- 
tain Lewis encamped there, in order to make the ne- 
cessary observations, and to have an interview with 
the neighbouring tribes^ that they might be informw 
€d of the recent chatijge in the government, and of 
the desire of thte Unfted States to cultivate friendly 
^feialions with them.^ Captain Lewis thus continueii 
his narrative: 
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**Our camp is by observation in latitude 41^ S' 
IV\ Immediately behind it is a plain about ^ve 
miles wide, one- half covered with wood, the other 
dry and elevated. The low grounds on the south, 
near the junction of the two rivers, are rich, but sub- 
lect to be overflowed. Farther, up the banks are 
higher, and opposite our camp the first hills ap- 
proach the river, and are covered with timber, such 
as oak, walnut, and elm. The intermediate country 
is watered by the Papillon, or Butterfly Creek, of 
about 18 yards wide, and three miles from the 
Platte ; on the north are high open plains and prai<> 
ries, and at nine miles from the Platte, the Mosche- 
to Creek and two or three small willow islands. 
We stayed here several days, during which we dried 
our provisions, made new oars, and prepared our 
despatches and maps of the country we had passed,' 
ibr the President of the United States, to whom we 
intend to send them by a pirogue from this place. 
The hunters have found game scan-e in this neigh- 
bourhood ; they have seen deer, turkeys, and grouse; 
we have also an abundance of ripe grapes, and one 
of our men caught a white catfish, the eyes uf which 
were small, and its tail resembling that of a dolphin. 

** The present season is that in which the Indians 
go out into the prairies to hunt the buffalo ; but as 
w^ discovered some hunters* tracks, and observed 
the plains on fire in the direction of their villages, 
we hoped that they might have returned to gather 
the green Indian com, and therefore despatched two 
men to the Ottoes or Pawnee villages with a pres- 
ent of tobacco, and an invitation to the chiefs to 
visit us. They returned after two days' absence. 
Their first course was through an open prairie to 
the south, in which they crossed Butterfly Creek. 
They then reached a small beautiful river, called 
Come de Cerf, or Elkhorn River, about 100 yards 
wide, with clear water and a gravelly channel. It 
empties a little below the Ottoe village into the Platte, 
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^tAAch they croswd, and arrived at the town about 
46 miles irom our camp., They found no Indiana 
tliere, though they aaw some fresh tracks^ of a small; 
party. The Ottoes were once a powerful nation^ 
aod lived about. 20 miles above the Platte, on the 
southern bank of the Missouri. Being reduced, they 
migrated to the neighbourhood of the Pawnees, un- 
der whuse protection they now live. Their village 
i9 on the south side of the Platte, about 30 miles 
fn»m its mouth ; and their number is ^00, including; 
about 30 families of Mi88(»iri Indians, who are Uk*^ 
oorpo rated with ttiem. 

^ Five leagues above them, on the same side of 
the river, resides the hati6n of Pawnees. This peo- 
pte were among the most numerous of the Missouri* 
kidiaas, bat have gradually been dispersed and bro* 
ken, and- even since the year 1797 have undergone, 
some sensible changesw They now constbtof four 
bands : the first is the one just mentioned, of about 
500 men, to whom of late years has been added 
tlie secoud band, who are called Republican Pawt 
nees, from their having lived on the Republican 
branch of the River Kanzas, whence they immigra- 
ted to join the principal band of Pawnees. The Re« 
publican Pawnees amount to nearly ^0 men. Tha^ 
tinrd are the Pawnees Loups, or Wolf Pawneesy 
who reside on the Wolf fork of the Platte, about 90 
miles from the principal Pawnees, and number 280 
men. The fourth band originally resided on. the 
Kanzas and Arkaiisaw, but in their wars with tho- 
Osages they were so often defeated that they at 
last retired to their present position on the Red 
River, where they form a tribe of 400 men. All 
these tribes live in villages and raise corn; hub 
during the intervals of culture rove in the plains ia 
que«t of buffalo. 

*' Beyond them on the river, and westward of thft 
Mack Mountains, are the Kaninaviesch, consisting 
el about 400 men^ Thay are supposed to have em* 
F9 
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igrated originally from the Pawnees nation; bal 
they have degei^erated from the imprbvemeiita of 
the pareut tribe, and uo longer live in villages, but 
rove through the plains. 

'' 2:»till farther to the westward arc several tribes, 
who wander and hunt on the sources of the River 
Platte, and thence to Ruck. Mountain. These tribes, 
of which little mure is known than the names' and 
the population, are, first, the Staitan, or Kite Indians, 
a sniah tribe of one hundred men. They have ac- 
quired the name of Kites from their flying ; that is* 
their being always on horseback ; and the smallness 
of their numbers is to be attributed to tbeir extreme 
ferocity : they are the most warlike of all the west- 
ern Indians ; they never yield in battle ; they never 
spare their enemies ; and the retaliation of this bar- 
barity has almost extinguished the nation. Then 
oonie the Wetapahato and Kiawa tribes, associated 
together, and amounting to two hundred men ; the 
Castahana, of three hundred men, to which are to 
be added the Cataka, of seventy- five men, and the 
Dotami. These wandering tribes are conjectured 
to be the remnants of the Great Padouca nation, 
who occupied the coimtry between the upper parts 
of the River Platte and the River Kanzas. They 
were visited by Bourgemont in 1724, and then livd 
on the Kanzas River. The seats which he describes 
as ^eir residence are now occupied by the Kanzas 
nation ; and of the Padoucas there does not now 
exist even the name.^* 

Having coitipleted the object of their stay, on the 
ir7th of July they continued their Voyage. '' At 
ten and a half miles from our encampment,'' sa3r8 
the journalist, " we saw and examined a curious 
collection of graves or- mounds, on the south, side 
of the river. Not far from a low piece of land and 
e pond is a tract of about two hundred acres in cir- 
cnimference, which is covered with mounds of differ- 
ent heights, shapes, and sizes : some of sandi aui 
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some of both earth and sand ; the largest being 
nearest the river. These mounds indicate the po«- 
sition of the ancient village of the Ottoea, before 
they retired to the protection of the Pawnees." 

On the 29th they passed the spot where the Ayau*^ 
way Indians, a branch of the Ottoes, once Uved, and 
who had emigrated from this place to the River Des 
Moines. '' Our hunter brought to us in the evening," 
coniinaes the narrative, '* a Missouri Indian, whom 
he had foimd, with two others, dressing an elk; 
they were perfectly friendly, gave him some of the 
meat, and one of them agreed to accompany him to 
the boat. He is one of the few remaining MisSou* 
ris who live with the Ottoes : he belongs to a small 

garty whose camp is four miles from the river ; and 
e says that the body of the nation is liow hunting 
buffalo in the plains. He appeared quite sprightly, 
and his language resembled the Osage, particularly 
in his calling a chief inca. We sent him back with 
one of our party the next morning, with an invita* 
tion to the Indians to meet us above on the river, 
and then proceeded." 

* • * " July 30. We went early in the morning 
three and a quarter miles, and encamped on the 
south, in order to wait for the Ottoes. The land 
here consists of a plain, ^bove the high- water level, 
the soil of which is fertile, and covered with a grass 
from five to eight feet high, interspersed with copses 
of large plums, and a currant like those of the United 
States." • • * " Back of this plain is a woody ridge 
about seventy feet alcove it, at the edge of which 
we formed our camp. This ridge separates the 
lower from a higher prairie, of a good quality, with 
grass of ten or twelve inches in height, and extend- 
ing back about a mile to another elevation of eighty 
or ninety feet, beyond which is one continued plain. 
Near our camp we enjoy from the bluffs a most 
beautiful view of the riveV and the adjoining coun- 
try. At a distance, varying from four to ten miles, 
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and of a height between serenty and three hundred 
Ibet, two parallei rilnges of highland afford- a pas- 
sage to the Missouri, which enriches the low grounds 
between them. In its winding course it nourishes 
the willow islands, the scattered cottonwood, eiin, 
sycamore, Ijnn, and ash, and the groves are inter- 
spersed with hickory, walnut, coffeenut, and oak; 

"July 31. The meridian altitude of this day made 
the latitude of our camp 41** 18' 1.4'^ One of our 
men brought in yesterday an animal, called by the 
Pawnees chocartooskf and by the French blaireau, or 
badger. 

*• We waited with much anxiety the return of our 
messenger to the Ottoes. The men whom we de- 
spatched to our last encampment returned without 
having seen any appearance o( its having been vis- 
ited. Our horses, too, had strayed ; but we were so 
ft>rtunate zs to recover them at the distance at 
twelve miles. Our apprehensions were at length 
relieved by the arrival of a party of about fourteen 
Ottoe and Missouri Indians, who came at sunset, on 
the 2d of August, accompanied by a Prenchmaii 
who resided among them, and hiterpreted for us. 
Captains Lewis and Clarke went out to meet them, 
ana told them that we wouM hold a council in the 
morning. In the mean time we sent them some 
roasted meat, pork, flour, and meal ; in return for 
which, they made us a present of watermelons. We 
learned that our man Liberte had set out from their 
camp> day before them : we were in hopes that he 
had fatigued his horse, or lost himself in the woods, 
and would soon return ; but we never saw him again. 

The next morning the Indians, with their six 
chiefs, were all assembled under an awning form- 
ed with the mainsail, in presence of all our par- 
ty, paraded for the occasion. A speech was then 
made, announcing to them the change in the gov. 
ifrnment, our promises of protection, and advice as 
to their future conduct. All the air ddieb* replM 
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to our speech, each in his turn, according to rank. 
They expressed their joy at the change in the gov- 
erainent;^ their hopes that we would recommend 
them to their Great Father (thje president), that they 
might obtain trade and necessaries : they wanted 
arms as well for hunting as for defence, and asked 
our mediation between them and the Mahas, with 
whom they are now at war. We promised to do 
so, and wished ^onie of them to accompany us to 
that nation, which they declinedi for fear of being 
killed by them. We then proceeded to distribute 
our presents. The grand chief of the nation not 
being of the party, we sent him a flag, a medal, and 
Some ornaments for clothing. To the six chiefs 
who were present, we gave a medal of the second 
grade to one Ottoe chief and one Missouri chief; a 
medal of the third grade to two inferior chiefs of 
each nation ; the customary mode of recoffnisin|[ a 
chief Aeing to place a medal round his neck, which 
is considered among his tribe as a proof of his con- 
sideration abroad. Each of these medals was ac- 
companied by a present of paint, garters, and cloth 
ornaments of dress ; and to this we added a canister 
of powder, a bottle of whiskey, and a few presenta 
to the whole, which appeared to make them perfect- 
ly satisfied. The air-gun, too, was fired, and aston- 
ished them greatly. The absent grand chief was an 
Ottoe, named Weahrushhah, which, in English, de- 
generates into Little Thief. The two principal chie£> 
tains present were Shongotongo, or Big Horse, and 
Wethea, or Hospitality ; also SJiosguscan, or White 
Horse, an Ottoe; the first, an Ottoe, the second a 
Missouri. The incidents just related induced us 
to give to this place the name of the Council Blufls : 
the situation of it is exceedingly favourable for a 
fort and trading factory, as the soil is well calcula- 
ted for bricks, and there is an abundance of wood 
in tlie neighbourhood,, and the aijr being pure and 
healthy. It is also central to the chief resorts of 
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the ludfans : one day's journey to the OtCoes ; one 
snd a half to tlie Greut Pawnees ; two days from 
the Mahas ; twa and a quarter from the Pawnee 
Loups* village ; convenient to the hunting grounds 
of the Sioux; and twenty-five days' journey to 
Santa F4. The ceremonies of the couhcil bein^ 
concluded, we set sail in the afternoon, and encamp- 
ed at the distance of five miles, on the south side, 
where we found the moschetoes very trouMesome." 

The 5th of August they encamped on the north 
side of the river. ^ In the evening, Captain Clarke, 
in pursuing some game in an eastern direction, 
found himself, at the distance of three, hundred and 
seventy yards from the camp, at a point of the river 
whence we had eome twelve miles. When the wa- 
ter is high this peninsula is overflowed ; and, judg^ 
ii^g from the customary and notorious changes in 
the stream, a few years wiU be sufficient to force 
the main current cif the river across, and leAe the 
gveat bend dry. The whole lowland between the 
parallel range of hills seems formed of mud or oose 
of the river, at some former period, mixed with sand 
and day. The sand of the neighbourmg bunks ac^ 
eomulates with the aid of that brought down the 
stream, and forms sand-bars, projecting into the riv« 
er ; these drive the c^hannel to the opposite banks, 
the loose texture of which' it undermines, and at 
length deserts its ancient bed for a new and shorter 
passage ; it is thus that the ba*nks of the Missouri 
are constantly falling, and the river changing its 
bed." , 

On the 7th they despatched four men baek to the 
Ottoes village in quest of the man Liberie, and to 
apprehend one of the soldiers, who had left them on 
the 4th, under pretence of recovering a knife which 
he had dropped a short distance behind, and who, 
they feared, had deserted, l^ey also sent small 
presents to the Ottoes and Missouris, and requested 
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Ihat they w<iuld join them at the Maha village; where 
« peace mi^t be coocluded between them; 

The iourth day after leaving Council Bluffs they 
arrived at the mouth of a river on the northern side, 
called by the Sioux Indians Baneahwadepon, or 
Stone River, and by the French, Petite Riviere des 
Sioux, or Little Sioux River. At its confluence it 
is eighty yards wide. " Our interpreter, M. Durion," 
says the journalist^ ** who has been to the sources 
of it, and knows the adjoining country, says that it 
lises within about nine miles of the River Des 
Moines ; that within fifteen leagues of that river it 
passes through a large lake nearly sixty miles in 
circumference, and divided into two parts by rocks« 
which approach each other Tery closely: its width 
is various; it contains many islands, and is known 
by the name of Lac d' Esprit. It is near the Dog 
Plaios, and within four days' march of the Mahas. 
The (9(>uiKtry waiteitsd by it is open and undulating, 
and may be visited in boats up the river for some 
diataiice. The Des Moines, he adds, is about eighty 
.yards wide where the Little Sioux River approaches 
It; it i^shoally, and one of its principal branches is 
c&lled Cat River. Two miles beyond this river is a 
long island, which we called Pelican Island, from 
the numbers of that animal which were feeding on 
it ; one of these being killed, we poured into his bag 
five gallons of water. An elk, too, was shot ; and we 
bad again to remark that snakes are rare in this part 
of the Missouri. A meridian altitude, near the Lit- 
tle Sioux River, made the latitude 41° 43^ 34"." 

On the 10th they passed the first highland near 
the river since leaving Council Bluffs ; and not far ^ 
distant was the spot where Blackbird, one of the 
great chiefs of the Mahas, who died of the smallpox. 
Sad been buried four years before. '' A hill of yel- 
low soft sandstone rises from the river in bluffs of 
various heights, tiU it ends In a knowl about three 
iHmdred feet above the water : on the top of this a 
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moand, of twelve feet diameter at the base, and six 
feet high, is raised over the deceased king ; a pole 
of about eight feet high is Axed in the centre, oa 
which we placed a white flag, hordered with red, 
blue, and white. The Blackbird seems to have been 
a personage of great consideration ; for ever since 
his death he is supplied with provisions, from time 
to time, by the superstitious regard of the Mahas. 
We descended to the river, and passed a small creek 
on the south, cdlled by the Mahas Waucandipeeche 
(Great Spirit is bad). Near this creek and the ad- . 
joining hills the Mahas had a village, and lost four 
hundred of their nation by the dreadful malady which 
destroyed the Blackbird. The meridian altitude 
made the latitude 42o V 3.8" north." 

Since leaving the River Platte the Missouri had 
been found more winding. At one place the dis- 
tance across, from one point of the stream to an- 
other, was only 974 yards, while the circuit of the 
river was eighteen and three fourth miles. On ap- 
proaching a creek on which the Mahas had resided, 
a party was despatched to visit their village, with a 
flag and present, to induce them to come and hold 
a council. ''After crossing a prairie covered with 
high grass, they reached the Maha Creek, along 
which they proceeded to its three forks, which jmn 
near the village : they crossed the north branch, and 
went along the south : the walk was very fatiguing, 
as they were forced to break their way throng 
ffrass, sunflowers, and thistles, all above ten feet 
nigh, and interspersed with wild pea. Five miles 
from our camp they reached the position of the i 
ancient Maha village : it had once consisted of three ' 
hundred cabins, but was burned about four years 
•ago, soon after the smallpox had destroyed four 
hundred men, and a proportion of women and chil- 
dren. On a hill in the rear of the village are the 
ffraves of the nation, to the south of which runs the 
fork of the Maha Creek : «his they crossed where it 
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was about ten yards wide, and followed its course 
to the Missouri, passing along a ridge of hill for one 
and a half miles, and a long pond between that and 
the Missouri : they then recrossed the Maha Creek, 
and arrived at the camp, having seen no tracks of 
Indians, nor any sign of recent cultivation." * * * 
"The accounts we have had of the effects of the 
smallpox on that nation are most distressing : it is 
not known in what way it was first communicated 
to them, though probably by some war party. They 
had been a military and powerful people ; but when 
these warriors saw their strength wasting before a 
malady which they could not resist, their phrensy 
was extreme ; they burned their village, and many 
of them put to death their wives and children, to 
save them from so cruel an affliction, and that all 
might go together to some better country." 

On the 16th two parties went out to fish on the 
Maha Creek, and were remarkably successful. 
" They made a drag with small willows and bark, 
and swept the creek: the first company brought 
three hundred and eighteen, the second upward of 
ei^ht hundred, consisting of pike, bass, fish resem- 
bling salmon, trout, redhorse, buffalo, one rockfish, 
one fiatback, perch, catfish, a small species of perch, 
called, on the Ohio, silver-fish, and a shrimp of the 
same size, shape, and flavour of those about New«. 
Orleans and the lower part of the Mississippi." 

" On the 17th, in the evening," says the narrative, 
•* one of the party sent to the Ottoes relumed, with 
the information that the rest were coming on with 
the deserter. They had also caught Liberte, but, 
by a trick, he made his escape : they were bringing 
three of the chiefs, in order to engage our assist- 
ance in making peace with the Mahas. This nation 
having left their village, that desirable purpose can- 
not be effected ; but, in order to bring in any neigh- 
bouring tribes, we set the surrounding prairies on 
fire. This is the customary signal made by traders 
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to apprize the Indians of their arrival : it is alao 
used between different nations as an indication of 
any event which they have previously agreed to 
announce in that way, and, as soon as it is seen, 
collects the neighbouring tribes, unless they appre- 
hend that it is made by their enemies. 

*' August 18. In the afternoon the party arrived 
wiih the Indians, consisting uf the Little Thief aad 
the Big Horse, whom we had seen on the third, to- 
gether with six other chiefs, and a French inter- 
preter. We met them under a shade, and, after 
they had finished a repast with which we supplied 
them, we inquired into the origin of the war be- 
tween them and the Mahas, which they related with 
great frankness. It seems that two of the Missoi:^- 
ris went to the Mahas to stea] horses, but were de- 
tected and killed ; the Ottoes and Missouris thought 
themselves bound to a,venge their companions, and 
the whole nations were at last obliged to share in 
the dispute : they are also in fear of a war from the 
Pawnees, whose village they entered this summer 
while the inhabitants were hunting, and stole their 
corn. This ingenuous confession aid not make vis 
the less de^rous of negotiating a peace for them ; 
but no Indians have ^as vet been attracted by our 
fire. The evening was closed by a dance ; and the 
next day, the chiefs and warriors being assembled 
at ten o'clock, we explained the speech we had al- 
i:eady sent from the Council Bluffs, and renewed our 
advice. They all replied in turn, and the presents 
were then distributed. We exchanged the small 
medal we had formerly given to the Big Horse for 
one of the same size with that of Liftle Thief ; w© 
also gave a small medal to a third chief, aq4 a kind 
of certificate or letter of acknowledgment to. five of 
the warriors, expressive of our favour and their good 
intentions. One of them, dissatisfied, returned us 
the certificate ; but the chief, fearful of our being 
offended, begged^ that it might be restored to him ; 
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itnis we declinecl, and rebuked them severely ibr baV- 
iio^ in view mere traffic instead of peace with their 
neighbours. This displeased them at first ; but they 
at length ^11 petitioned that it should be given to the 
warrior, who then came forward and made an apol- 
ogy to us ; we then delivered it to the Chief to be 
given to the most worthy, and he bestowed it on 
the same warrior, whose name was Great Blue Eyes. 
After a more substaatial present of small articles 
and tobacco, the oouncil was ended with a dram to 
the Indians. In the evening we exhibited different 
objects of curiosity, and particularly the air-guh, 
which gave them great surprise. Those people are 
almost naked, having no covering except a sort of 
breech-cloth round the middle, with a loose blanket 
or buffalo robe, painted, thrown over them. The 
names of these warriors, besides those already 
mentioned, were Karkapaha, or Crowds Heady and 
Nenasawa, or Mack Cat, Missouris ; and San^nona, 
or Iron Eyesy Nesw^unja, or Big Ox, Stageaunja, 
or Big Blue Eyes, and Wasashaco, or Brave Man, 
an Ottoes. These two tribes speak very nearly th^ 
same language : they all begged us to give them 
Vhiskey. 

"The next morning, August 20, the Indians 
mounted their horses and left us, having received a 
canister of whiskey at parting. We then set sail, 
and, after passing two islands on the north, came to 
on that side under some bluffs — the first near the riv- 
er since we left the Ayauway village. Here we had 
the misfortune to lose one of our sergeants, Charles 
Moyd. He was yesterday seized with a bilious 
colic, and all our care and attention were ineffect- 
ual to relieve him. A little bdfOre his death he said 
to Captain Clarke, * I am going to leave you :' hi^ 
strength failed him as he added, * I want you to 
write me a letter;' but he died with a composure 
which justified the high opinion we had formed of 
his firmness and good conduct. He was buried on 
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the top of the hlufT with the honours due to a brave 
soldier, and the place of his interment marked by a 
cedar post, on which his name and the day of his 
death were inscribed. About a mile beyond this 
place, to which we gave his name, is a small river 
about thirty yards wide, on the north, which we 
called Floyd's River, where we encamped. We 
had a breeze from the southeast, and made thirteen 
miles." 

'* On the 2l8t they passed the mouth of the great 
Sioux River, three miles beyond Floyd's. This riv- 
er comes in from the north, and is about one hun- 
dred and ten yards wide. M. Durion, our Sioux 
interpreter," continues the narrative, " who is well 
acquainted with it, says that it is navigable upward 
of two hundred miles to the falls, and even beyond 
them : that its sources are near those of the St. Pe- 
ter's. He also says, that beloW the falls a creek 
falls in from the eastward, after passing through 
cliffs of red rock. Of this the Indians make their 

Eipes ; and the necessity of procuring that article 
as introduced a sort of law of nations, by which 
the banks of the creek are sacred, and even tribes 
at war meet without hostility at these quarries, 
which possess a right of asylum. Thus we find, 
even among savages, certain principles deemed sa- 
cred, by which the rigours of their merciless system 
of warfare are mitigated. A sense of common dan- 
*e stronger ties are wanting, gives all l^e 
3rce of more solemn obligations. The im- 
of preserving the known and settled rules 
re among civilized nations, in all their in- 
ecomes strikingly evident ; since even sav- 
h their few precarious wants, cannot exist 
i of peace or war where this faith is once 

ascending the Missouri some miles above 
t Sioux, the bluffs on the south bank weie 
contain copperas, alum, cobalt, and other 
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mineral substances, which, aA^ecting the water, had 
occasioned disorders of the sto^nach among the men ; 
but, by removing the seiiifi from the surface of the 
water and dipping desep^ this effect was prevented. 
On an extensive and delightful pruirie on the north 
aide they kiited the Urst butRUo^ and hence they 
gave to it the name of that animal. Here, likewise, 
a deer and beaver were kiUed, and two elk were 
seen. Near this there was a bluff of blue clay, ri- 
sir^ to an elevation of 180 or 190 feet on the south 
side, exhibiting marks of recent fire, and^still so hc^ 
beneath the surfsce as not to be enduiH^d by the hand 



CHAPTER III. 

Whimsical Instance of Superstition of the Sioux Indians.** 
Council held with the Sioux.— Charafcter of that Tribe, their 
Ifanners, &c. — A rtdicufotis Instance of their Heroism.— An* 
jpieot Fortiiicatione — Vast Herds of Bufikto —Account of the 
Petit Chien, or Little Dog.—Narrow Escape of Gteorge Shan«> 
Qon.— Surprising Fleetness of the Antelope.— Pass the River 
of the Sioux.— The Grand Detour, or Great Bend.— Encamp 
oa the Teton River. 

Ow the 2dth of August, the piarty bMng encarriped 
6n the south side of the rii^r, ** Captains Lewis and 
C^rke, with ten men, went to see an object deemed 
^ery extraortJinary among all the neighbouring In- 
dians. They dropped down to the month of White- 
slone River, at}Out thirty yardfe wide, where they left 
the boat, and at the distance of two hundred yards 
ascended a rising ground, fitim which a fAaxn ex- 
tended itself as for as the eye could discern. Aftet 
walkinfg fefor tniies tliey crossed the cireek where it 
is t«venty-three yards wide, and watters an extensivie 
vdHey. The heat was so oppressive that we were 
Obliged to send back our dog to the creek, as he was 
G2 
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unable to bear the fatigue ; and it was not till after 
four hours' march that we reached the object of our 
visit. This was a large mound in the midst of the 
plain about N. 20^ W. from the mouth of White- 
stone River, from which it is nine miles distant. 
The base of the mound is a regular parallelogram, 
the longest side being about three hundred yards, 
the shorter sixty or seventy : from the longest side 
it rises with a steep ascent from the north and south 
to the height of sixty-five or seventy feet, leaving 
on the top a level plain of twelve feet in breadth 
s^d ninety in length. The north and south extrem- 
ities are connected by two oval borders, which serve 
as new bases, and divide the whole side into three 
steep but regular gradations from the plain. The 
only thing characteristic in this hill is its extreme 
symmetry ; and this, together with its being totally 
detached from the other hills, which are at the dis- 
tance of eight or nine miles, would induce a belief 
that it was artificial ; but, as the earth and the loose 
pebbles which compose it are arranged exactly like 
the steep grounds on the borders of the creek, we 
concluded from this similarity of texture that it 
might be natural. But the Indians have made it a 
great article of their superstition: it is called the 
Mountain of Little People, or Little Spirits; and 
they believe that it is the abode of little devils, in 
the human form, of about eighteen inches high, and 
with remarkably large heads ; they are armed with 
sharp arrows, with which they are very skilful, and 
are always on the watch to kill those who should 
have the hardihood to approach their residence* 
The tradition is, that many have suffered from these 
little evil spirits, and, among others, three Maha In- 
dians fell a sacrifice to them a few years since; 
This has inspired all the neighbouring nations, Si- 
oux, Mahas, and Ottoes, with such terror, that no 
consideration could tempt them to visit the hilL 
We saw none of these wicked little spirits, nor any 
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place for them, except some small holes scattered 
over the top : we were happy enough to escape 
their vengeance, though we remained some time on 
the mound to enjoy the dehghtful prospect of the 
pdain, which spreads itself out till the eye rests upon 
the northwest hills at a great distance, and those of 
the northeast, still farther off, enlivened by large 
herds of buffalo feeding at a distance. 

" The soil of these plains is exceedingly fine : 
there is, however, no timber except on the Mis- 
souri, all the wood of the Whitestone River not 
being sufficient to cover thickly one hundred acres. 
The plain country which surrounds this mound has 
contributed not a little to its bad reputation : the 
,wind, driving from every direction over the level 
ground, obliges the insects to seek shelter on its lee^ 
ward side, or be driven against it. The small birds, 
whose food they are, resort there, of course, in great 
numbers in quest of subsistence; and the Indians 
always seem to consider an unusual assemblage of 
birds as produced by some supernatural cause* 
Among them we observed the brown martin em- 
ployed in looking for insects, and so gentle that they 
^id not fly until we got within a few feet of them. 
We have also distinguished among the numerous 
birds of the plain, the blackbird, the wren or prairie- 
bird, and a species of lark about the size of a pai^ 
tridge, with a short tail." 

Rejoining the boats, on the morning of the 26th 
they proceeded on their route, and the next day 
passed the mouth of the Yankton, opposite whidb 
^n Indian swam to the boat ; and, on their landing, 
they were met by two others, who informed them 
that a large body of Sioux were encamped new 
them : they accompanied three men, who were senrt 
with an invitation to the Sioux to meet them at a 
spot above the river. The third Indian remained be- 
hind : he was a Maha boy, and said that his nation 
iiad gone to the Pawnees to make peace with them. 
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On the 38th they reached Calumet BlufT, whertti 
OQ a beautiful plain near it, they encamped, and 
awaited the arrival of the Sioux. One of the pi- 
rogues, by running against a log, had been rendered 
unfit for service : fine prairies were on either sidt 
of the river, and timber was more plentiful. 

The Journal thus continues : " Wednesday, 29tfe; 
We had a violent storm of wind and rain last even<» 
ing, and were engaged during the day in repairing 
ihe pirogue and other necessary occupations ; when^ 
at four oVlock in the afternoon^ Sergeant Pryor and 
his party arrived on the opposite side, attended by 
five chiefs and about seventy men and boys. We 
sent a boat for them, and they joined us, as did also 
M. Durion, the son of our interpreter, who happen^ 
ed to be trading with the Sioux at this time. H)^ 
returned with Sergeant Pryor to the Indians, with a 
present of tobacco, com, and a few kettles, and toM 
them that we would speak to their chiefs in the 
tDomin^. Sergeant Pryor reported that, on reach^ 
ittg their village, which is at twelve miles' distance 
from our camp, he was met by a party with a buf- 
falo robe, on which they desired to carry their vis- 
iters ; an honour which they declined, informing the 
Indians that they were not the commanders of the 
boats. Asa ffreat mark of respect, they were then 
presented with a fVtt dog, alt-eady cooked, of which 
they partook heartily, and found it well flavoured. 
The camps of the Sioux are of a conical form, cov- 
ered with buffalo robes, painted with various figures 
and colours, with an aperture in the top for the 
•moke to pass through. The lodges contain (Vom 
ten to fifteen persons, and the interior arrangement 
is compact and handsome, each lodge having a place 
for cooking detached from it. 

'' August 30th. The fog was so thick that we eouM 
not see the Indian camp on the opposite side, but ft 
ckared off about eight o^clock. We pre)iared a 
^«eeh and some presonts, and then sent for thA 
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chiefs and warriors, whom we received at twelve 
o'clock under a large oak tree, near to which the 
fiag of the United Slates was flying. Captain Lewis 
delivered a speech, with the usual advice and coun- 
eel for their future conduct. We then acknowl- 
edged their chiefs, by giving to the grand chief at 
fisLgr ^ medal, a certificate, with a string of wam- 
pum, to which we added a chief's coat ; that is, a 
xichly-laced uniform of the United States' artillery 
corps, and a cocked hat and red feather. One see- 
ond chief and three inferior ones were made or rec- 
ognised by medals, and a suitable present of tobac- 
co and articles of clothing. We then smoked the 
pipe of peace, and the chiefs retired to a bower, 
formed of bushes by their young men, where they 
divided among each other the presents, and smoked 
and ate, and held a council on the answer which 
they were to make us on to- morrow. The young 
people exercised their bows and arrows in shooting 
at m^rks for beads, which we distributed to the best 
marksmen ; and in the evening the whole party 
danced until a late hour: in the course of their 
amusement we threw among them some knives, to- 
bacco, bells, tape, and binding, with which they were 
much pleased. Their musical instruments were the 
drum, and a sort of little bag made of buffalo hide, 
dressed white, with small shot or pebbles in it, and 
a bunch of hair tied to it. This produces a sort of 
rattling music, with which the party was annoyed 
by four musicians during the council this morning. 
'^ August 31st. In the morning, after breakfast, the 
chiefs met and sat down in a row, with pipes of 
peace highly ornamented, and all pointed towards 
the s^ats intended for Captains Lewis and Clarke. 
When they arrived and were seated, the grand chief, 
whose Indian name, Weucha, is in English Shake 
Handy and in French is called Le Liberaieur (the De- 
liverer), rose and spoke at some length, approving 
what we had said,* and promising to follow our ad- 
vice : 
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" * I see before me,' said he, * my great father's two 
sons. You see me and the rest of our chiefs and 
warriors. We are Very poor ; we have neither pow- 
der, nor ball, nor knives ; and our women and chil^ 
dren at the village have no clothes. I wish that, as 
my brothers have given me a fag and a medal, they 
would give something to those poor people, or lei 
them stop and trade with the first boat which comes 
up the river. I Will bring the chiefs of the Pawnees 
and Mahas together, and make peace between them; 
but it is better that I should do it than my great At* 
ther's sons, for they will listen to me more readily. 
I will also take some chiefs to your country in tro 
spring ; but before that time I cannot leave home. 
I went formerly to the English, and they gave me 
a medal and some clothes: when I went to the 
Spaniards they gave me a medal, but nothing to keep 
it from my skin : but now you give me a medal and 
clothes. But still we are poor ; and I wish, brotli* 
ers, you would give us something for our squaws.^ 

" When he sat down, Mahtoree, or White Crane, 
rose : 

" ' I have listened,' said he, * to what our father's 
words were yesterday ; and I am to-day glad to see 
how you have dressed our old chief. 1 am a young 
man, and do not wish to take much; my fathers 
have made me a chief ; I had much sense before^ 
but now I think 1 have more than ever. What th6 
old chief has declared I will confirm, and do what- 
ever he and you please ; but I wish that you would 
take pity on us, for we are very poor.' 

*' Another chief, called Pawnawneahpahbe, then 
said: 

*^ * I am a young man, and know but little ; I can* 
hot speak well, but I have listened to what you havS 
told the old chief, and will do whatever you agree.* 

"The same sentiments were then repeated bf 
Aweawechache. 

** We were surprised at finding that the first of 
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ftbese titles means Struck by the Pawnee, and was 
occasioned by some blow which the chief had re- 
ceived in battle from one of the Pawnee tribe. The 
second is in English Half Man, which seemed a 
singular name for a warrior, till it was explained to 
have its origin, probably, in the modesty of the chief, 
who, on being told of his exploits, would say, * I am 
DO warrior, 1 am only half a man/ The other chiefs 
spoke very little ; but after they had finished, one 
of the warriors delivered a speech, in which he de- 
clared he would support them. 'Hiey promised to 
make peace with the Ottoes and Missouris, the only 
nations with whom they are at war. All these ha- 
rangues concluded by describing the distress of the 
nation : they begged us to have pity on them ; to 
send them traders ; that they wanted powder and 
ball ; and seemed anxious that we should supply 
them with some of their great father's milk, the 
name by which they distinguish ardenj, spirits. We 
gave some tobacco to each of the chiefs, and a cer- 
tificate to two of the warriors who attended the 
chief. We prevailed on M. Durion to remain here, 
and accompany as many of the Sioux chiefs as he 
could collect to the seat of government. We also 
gave his son a fiag, some clothes, and provisions, 
with directions to bring about a peace between the 
surrounding tribes, ana to convey some of their 
chiefs to see the president. In the evening they 
left us, and encamped on the opposite bank, by the 
two Durions. During the evening and night we 
had much rain, and observed that the river rises a 
little. 

"The Indians who have just left us are the Yank- 
tpns, a tribe of the great nation of Sioux. These 
Yanktons are about two hundred men in number, 
aad inhabit the Jacques, Des Moines, and Sioux Riv* 
er<. In person they are stout, well proportioned, 
and have a certain air of dignity and boldness. In 
Uieir dress they differ nothing from the other bands 
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of the nation whom we saw, and will describe after- 
ward : they are fond of decorations, and use paint, 
and porcupine-quills, and feathers. Some of them 
wore a kind of necklace of white bear's claws, three 
inches long, and closely strung together round their 
necks. They have only a few fowling-pieces, being 
generally armed with bows and arrows ; in which, 
however, they do not appear as expert as the more 
northern Indians. What struck us most was an in- 
stitution peculiar to them and to the Kite Indians, 
farther to the westward, from whom it is said to 
have been copied. It is an association of the most 
active and brave young men, who are bound to each 
other by attachment, secured by a vow never to re- 
treat before any danger or give way to their ene- 
mies. In war they go forward without sheltering 
themselves behind trees, or aiding their natural val- 
our by any artifice. This punctilious determina- 
tion not to b^urned from their course became he- 
roic, or ridiculous, a short time since, when the 
Yanktons were crossing the Missouri on the ice. 
A hole lay immediately in their course, which might 
easily have been avoided by going round. This the 
foremost of the band disdained to do, but went 
straight forward, and was lost. The others would 
have followed his example, but were forcibly pre- 
vented by the rest of the tribe. These young men 
sit, and encamp, and dance together, distinct from 
the rest of the nation : they are generally about 
thirty or thirty-five years old ; and such is the def- 
erence paid to courage, that their seats in council 
are superior to those of the chiefs, and their per- 
sons more respected. But, as may be supposed, 
such indiscreet bravery will soon diminish the num- 
bers of those who practise it ; so that the band is ^ 
now reduced to four warriors, who were among our 
visiters. These were the remains of twenty-two, 
who composed the society not long ago ; but, in a 
battle with the Kite Indians of the Black Mountains, 
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eighteen of them were killed, and these four were 
dragged from the field by their companions. 

^' While these Indians remained with us, we made 
very minute inquiries relative to their situation, and 
numbers, and trade, and manners. This we did very 
satisfactorily, by means of two different interpret- 
ers; and from their accounts, joined to our inter- 
views with other bands of the same nation, and 
much intelligence acquired since, we were enabled 
to understand with some accuracy the condition of 
the Sioux, hitherto so little known. 

"The Sioux, or Dacorta Indians, originally settled 
on the Mississippi, and called by Carver Madowe- 
sians, are now subdivided into tribes, as follow : 

** First, the Yanktons : this tribe inhabits the 
Sioux, Des Moines, and Jacques Rivers, and num- 
bers about two hundred warriors. 

" Second, the Tetons of the Burned Woods : this 
tribe numbers about three hundred men, who rove on 
both sides of the Missouri, the White, and Teton 
Riyers. 

" Third, the Tetons Okandandas : a tribe con- 
sisting of about one hundred and fifty men, who in- 
habit both sides of the Missouri below the Chay- 
enne River. 

" Fourth, Tetons Minnakenozzo : a nation inhab- 
iting both sides of the Missouri above the Chayenne 
River, and containing about two hundred and fifty 
inen. 

** Fifth, Tetons Saone ; these inhabit both sides 
of the Missouri below the Warreconne River, and 
consist of about three hundred men. 

" Sixth, Yanktons of the Plains, or Big Devils ; 
who rove on the heads of the Sioux, Jacques, and 
Red Rivers : the most numerous of all the tribes, 
and number about five hundred men. 

** Seventh, Wahpatone ; a nation residing on the 
St. Peter's, just above the mouth of that river, and 
numbering two hundred men. 
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" Eighth, Mindawarcarton, or proper Dacorta, or 
Sioux Indians : these possess the original seat of 
the Sioux, and are properly so denominated. They 
rove on both sides of the Mississippi, about the 
Falls of St. Anthony, and consist of three hundred 
men. 

" Ninth, The Wahpatoota, or Leaf Beds : this na- 
tion inhabits both sides of the River St. Peter's be- 
low Yellow Wood River, amounting to about one 
hundred and fifty men. 

" Tenth, Sistasoone : this nation numbers two 
hundred men, and resides at the head of the St. Pe- 
ter's. Of these several tribes more particular no- 
tice will be taken hereafter."* 

September 1st they passed Calumet Bluffs, and on 
reaching Bonhomme Island the next day. Captain 
Clarke visited an ancient fortification, which is thus 
described: "This interesting object is on the south 
side of the Missouri, opposite the upper extremity of 

* The following information in regard to the several tribes of 
Indians north and northwest of Council Bluffs was obtained by 
Mr. Parker from Major Pitcher, Indian agent among the Yank- 
tons. The Omahas, to the number of 2000, on the Missouri, 
at 150 miles from that place. The Yanktons, on the Vermilion 
River, 2000. The Poncas, south of the Missouri, number from 
600 to 800, at the confluence of L'Eau qui Court. The region 
from the mouth of the Great Sioux River, and that on the south 
of L'Eau qui Court, as high as the country of the Mandans, 
may be classed under the general head of the Sioux Country, 
and is inhabited by the following bands of that nation : the Yank- 
tons, already named, the Santas, Yanktonas, Tetons, Ogalal- 
lahs, Siowes, and Hankpapes, who course east and west from 
the Mississippi to the Black Hills, and sometimes as far south 
as the Platte. The real number of all these bands cannot 
be correctly ascertained, but probably it is from 40,000 to 60,000. 
Their habits are wandering, and they rely exclusively upon the 
chase for subsistence. Their principal trade is in buffalo robes. 
The traders have a friendly intercourse with them, and in gen- 
eral they are much attached to the whites. The Mandans are 
much more stationary than any other tribe in this region ; but, 
through repeated ill treatment, they are beginning to grow sus- 
picious, and are losing confidence in white men. 



,d by Google 






AJ7 0K, ItNOX AHi 
TlLDtN rOUh(9Ar»Nl. 



,d by Google 






'\m ^ 


!? 




i 


^- 5 ; 


^ 






I 


J 


tl ; 


* 


"iiH 


%■ S 1 


?: 


.<« 


W ^ ) 



Id by Google 



ANCIENT FORTIFICATIONS. 87 

Bonhomme Island, and in a lo\r level plain, the hills 
being three miles from the river. It begins by a wall 
composed of earth, rising immediately from the 
bank of the river, and running in a direct course S. 
74° W. ninety-six yards; the base of this vj^all or 
mound is seventy-five feet, and its height about 
eight. It then diverges in a course S. 84° W., and 
continues at the same height and depth to the dis- 
tance of fifty-three yards, the angle being formed by 
a sloping descent ; at the junction of these two is an 
appearance of a hornwork of the same height with 
the first angle. The same wall then pursues a 
course N. 69° W. for three hundred yards : near its 
western extremity is an opening or gateway at right 
angles to the wall, and projecting inward ; this gate- 
way is defended by two nearly semicircular walls 
placed before it, lower than the large walls; and 
from the gateway there seems to have been a cov- 
ered way communicating with the interval between 
these two walls. Westward of the gate, the wall 
becomes much larger, being about one hundred and 
five feet at its base, and twelve feet high : at the end 
of this high ground the wall extends for fifty-six 
yards on a course N. 32o W. ; it then turns N. 23® 
W. for steventy-ihree yards. These two walls seem 
to have had a double or covered way : they are from 
ten to fifteen feet eight inches in height, and from 
seventy-five to one hundred and five feet in width at 
the base; the descent inward being steep, while 
outward it forms a sort of glacis. At the distance 
of seventy-three yards the wall ends abruptly at a 
large hollow place much lower than the general level 
of the plain, and from which is some indication of a 
covered way to the water. The space between 
them is occupied by several mounds, scattered pro- 
miscuously through the gorge, in the centre of which 
is a deep round hole. From the extremity of the 
last wall, in a course N. 32o W., is a distahce of 
ninety-six yards over the low ground, where the 
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wall recommences, and crosses the plain in a course 
N. 810 W., for eighteen hundred and thirty yards, 
to the bank of the Missouri. In this course its 
height is about eight feet, till it enters, at the dis- 
tance of five hundred and thirty-three yards, a 
deep circular pond of seventy-three yards' diame- 
ter ; after which it is gradually lower towards the 
river. It touches the river at a muddy bar, which 
bears every mark of being an encroachment of the 
water for a considerable distance; and a little above 
the junction is a small circular redoubt. Along the 
bank of the river, and at eleven hundred yards' dis- 
tance in a straight line from this wall, is a second, 
about six feet high, and of considerable width : it 
rises abruptly from the bank of the Missouri, at a 
point where the river bends, and goes straight for- 
ward, forming an acute angle with the last wall, till 
it enters the river again not far from the mounds 
just described, towards which it is obviously tending. 
At the bend the Missouri is five hundred yards wide, 
the ground on the opposite side highlands, or low 
hills on the bank ; and where the river passes be- 
tween this fort and Bonhomme Island, all the dis- 
tance from the bend, it is constantly washing the 
banks into the stream, a large sand-bank being al- 
ready taken from the shore near the wall. During 
the whole course of this wall, or glacis, it is covered 
with trees, among which are many large cotton- 
trees, two or three feet in diameter. Immediately 
opposite the citadel, or the part most strongly forti- 
fied, on Bonhomme Island, is a small work in a cir- 
cular form, with a wall surrounding it, abopt six feet 
in height. The young willows along the water, 
joined to the general appearance of the two shores, 
induce a belief that the bank of the island is en- 
croaching, and the Missouri indemnifies itself by 
washing away the base of the fortification. The 
citadel contains about twenty acres, but the parts 
between the long walls must embrace nearly fiv^ 
hundred acres. 
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"These are the first remains of the kind which 
we have had an opportunity of examining; but our 
French interpreters assure us that there are great 
numbers of them on the Platte, the Kanzas, the 
Jacques, &c. ; and some of our party say that they 
observed two of those fortresses on the upper side of 
the Petit Arc Creek, not far from its mouth ; that 
the wall was about six feet high, and the sides of the 
angles one hundred yards in length." 

The following day they passed La Riviere qui 
Court, and the day after the Poncara, where was a 
village belonging to the Indians of that name, but 
which was found deserted, it being the hunting sea- 
son. *' This tribe of Poncaras, who are said to have 
once numbered four hundred men, are now reduced 
to about fifty, and have associated for mutual pro- 
tection with the Mahas, who are about two hundred 
in number. These two nations are allied by a sim- 
ilarity of misfortune ; they were once both numer- 
ous, both resided in villages, and cultivated Indian 
corn. Their common enemies, the Sioux and small- 
pox, drove them from their towns, which they visit 
only occasionally for the purposes of trade ; and 
they now wander over the plains on the sources of 
the Woif and Quicurre Rivers." 

" Twenty miles farther on," continues the narra- 
tive, " we reached and encamped at the foot of a 
romid mountain on the south, having passed two 
small islands. This mountain, which is about three 
hundred feet at the base, forms a cone at the top, re- 
sembling a dome at a distance, and seventy feet or 
more above the surrounding highlands. As we de- 
scended from this dome, we arrived at a spot on the 
gradual descent of the hill, nearly four acres in ex- 
tent, and covered with small holes : these are the 
residence of a little animal, called by the French 
petit chien (little dog), which sit erect near the mouth, 
and make a whistling noise, but, when alarmed, take 
tefuge in their holes. In order to bring |hem out, 
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we poured into one of the holes five barrels of wa- 
ter without filling it, but we dislodged and caught the 
owner. After digging down another of the holes for 
six feet, we found, on running a pole into it, that we 
had not yet dug half way to the bottom : we discor- 
ered, however, two frogs in the hole, and near it we 
killed a dark rattlesnake, which had swallowed a 
small prairie dog. We were also informed, though 
we never witnessed the fact, that a sort of lizard 
and a snake live habitually with these animals. 
The petit chien are justly named, as they resemble 
a small dog in some particulars, although they have 
also some points of similarity to the squirrel, 'ilie 
head resembles the squirrel in every respect, except 
that the ear is shorter; the tail like that of the 
ground squirrel ; the toe nails are long, the fur is fine, 
and the long hair is gray." 

The following days they saw large herds of buf- 
falo, and the copses of timber appeared to contain 
elk and deer. ** Just below Cedar Island," adds the 
Journal, *' on a hill to the south, is the backbone of 
a fish, forty-five feet long, tapenng towards the taiL 
and in a perfect state of petrifaction, fragments of 
which. were collected and sent to Washington." 

On the 11th they visited a village of barking squir* 
rels, and succeeded in killing four of those animals, 
and they were rejoined by one of their missing com- 
panions, of which the following account is given : 

** In the morning we observed a man riding on 
horseback down towards the boat, and we were 
much ploased to find that it was George Shannon, 
one of our party, for whose safety we had been very 

Sneasy. Our two horses having strayed from us on 
le 26th of August, he was sent to search for them. 
After he had found them, he attempted to rejoin us ; 
but, seeing some other tracks, which must have been 
those of Indians, and which he mistook for our own, 
he concluded that we were ahead, and had been for 
sixteen days following the bank of the river above 
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IIS. During the first four days he exhausted his 
bullets, and was then nearly starved, being obliged 
to subsist for twelve days on a few grapes, and a 
rabbit which he killed by making use of a hard piece 
of slick for a ball. One of his horses gave out, and 
was left behind ; the other he kept as a last resource 
for food. Despairing of overtaking us, he was re- 
turning down trie river in the hope of meeting some 
other boat, and was on the point of killing his 
horse, when he was so fortunate as to join us." 

•* September 14th. The hills, particularly on the 
south,'' says the Journal, '* continue high, but the 
timber is confined to the islands and banks of the 
tiver. We had occasion here to observe the rapid 
undermining of these hills by the M issouri. The first 
attacks seem to be on the hills which overhang the 
river : as soon as the violence of the current de- 
stroys the grass at the foot of them, the whole tex- 
ture appears loosened, and the ground dissolves 
and mixes with the water ; the muddy mixture is 
then forced over the low grounds, which it covers 
sometimes to the depth of three inches, and gradu- 
ally destroys the herbage ; after which it can offer 
no resistance to the water, and becomes at last cov- 
ered with sand.*' 

The next day they passed the mouth of the White 
River, which has a bed of 300 yards in width, and 
at the confluence of which with the Missouri " is an 
excellent position for a town ; the land rising by 
three gradiial ascents, and the neighbourhood fur- 
nishing more timber than is usual in this country." 

" September 16. Early in the morning," continues 
the narrative, ** having readied a convenient spot on 
the south side, and at one mile and a quarter's dis- 
tance, we encamped just above a small creek, which 
we called Corvus, having killed an animal of that 
genus near it. Finding that we could not proceed 
over the sand-bars as fast as we desired while the 
boat was so heavily loaded, we concluded not to 
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send back, as we originally intended, our third pi- 
rogue, but to detain the soldiers until spring, and ia 
the mean time lighten the boat by loading the pi- 
rogue : this operation, added to that of drying all 
our wet articles, detained us during the day. Our 
camp is in a beautiful plain, with timber thinly scat- 
tered for three quarters of a mile, and consisting 
chiefly of elm, cuttonwood, some ash of an indiffer- 
ent quality, and a considerable quantity of a small 
species of white oak : this tree seldom rises higher 
than thirty feet, and branches very much ; the bark is 
rough, thick, and of a light colour ; the leaves small, 
deeply indented, and of a pale green ; the cup which 
contains the acorn is fringed on the edges, and em- 
braces it about one half; the acorn itself, which 
grows in great profusion, is of an excellent flavour, 
and has none of the roughness which most other 
acorns possess; they are now falling, and have 
probably attracted the number of deer which we 
saw at this place, as all the animals we have seen 
are fond of that food. The ground having been re- 
cently burned by the Indians, is covered with young 
green grass, and in the neighbourhood are great 
quantities of fine plums. We killed a few deer for 
the sake of their skins, which we wanted to cover 
the pirogues, the meat being too poor for food. The 
cold season coming on, a flannel shirt was given to 
each man, and fresh powder to those who had ex- 
hausted their supply. 

" September 17. While some of the party were 
engaged in the same way as yesterday, others were 
employed in examining the surrounding country. 
About a quarter of a mile behind our camp, and at 
an elevation of twenty feet above it, a plain extends 
nearly three miles parallel to the river, and about a 
mile back to the hills, towards which it graduallv 
ascends. Here we saw a grove of plum-trees load- 
ed with fruit, now ripe, and differing in nothing from 
those of the Atlantic States, except that the tree is 
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smaller and more thickly set. The ground of the 
plain is oct;upied by the burrows of multitudes of 
barking squirrels, who entice hither the wolves of a 
small kind, hawks, and polecats, all of which ani- 
mals we saw, and presumed that they fed on the 
squirrel. This plain is intersected, nearly in its 
whole extent, by deep ravines, and steep, irregular 
rising grounds, from one to two hundred feet. On 
ascending the rang^e of hills which border the ^lain, 
we saw a second nigh level plain, stretching to the 
south as far as the eye could reach. To the west* 
ward, a high range of hills, about twenty miles dis* 
tant, runs nearly north and south, but not to any 
great extent, as their rise and termination is embra- 
ced by one view, and they seemed covered with a 
verdure similar to that of the plains. The same 
view extended over the irregular hills which border 
the northern side of the Missouri. All around, the 
country had been recently burned, and a young green 
grass about four inches high covered the ground, 
which was enlivened by herds of antelopes and buf- 
falo ; the last of which were in such multitudes, 
that we cannot exaggerate in saying that at a single 
glance we saw three thousand of them before us. 
Of all the animals we had seen, the antelope seems 
to possess the most wonderful fleetness. Shy and 
timorous, they generally repose only on the ridges, 
which command a view of all the approaches of an 
enemy : the acuteness of their sight distinguishes 
the most distant danger ; the delicate sensibility of 
their smell defeats the precautions of concealment ; 
and, when alarmed, their rapid career seems more 
like the flight of birds than the movements of a 
quadruped. After many unsuccessful attempts, Cap- 
tain Lewis at last, by winding around the ridges, ap- 
proached a party of seven, which were on an em» 
mence towards which the wind was unfortunately 
blowing. The only male of the party frequently 
encircled the summit of the hill, as if to announce 
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any danger to the females, which formed a group at 
the top. Although they did not see Captain Lewis, 
the smell alarmed them, and they fled when he was 
at the distance of two hundred yards : he imme- 
diately ran to the spot where they had been ; a ra- 
vine concealed them from him ; but the next moment 
they appeared on a second ridge, at the distance of 
three miles. He doubted whether they could be 
the ^me ; but their number, and the extreme rapid- 
ity with which they Continued their course, convin- 
ced him that they must have gone with a speed 
equal to that of the most distinguished race-horse. 
Among our acquisitions to-day were a mule-deer, a 
magpie, a common deer, and buffalo : Captain Lew- 
is also saw a hare, and killed a rattlesnake near the 
burrows of the barking squirrels; 

'* September 18. Having everything in readiness, 
we proceeded, with the boat much lightened, but the 
wind being from the N.W. we made but little way. 
At one mile we reached an island in the middle of 
the river, nearly a mile in length, and covered with 
red cedar; at its extremity a small creek comes ia 
from the north : we then met some sand-bars, and 
the wind being very high and ahead, we encamped 
on the south, having made only seven miles. Ia 
addition to the common deer, which were in great 
abundance, we saw goats, elk, buffalo, and the black- 
tailed deer ; the large wolves, too, are very numer- 
ous, and have long hair with coarse fur, and are of 
a light colour. A small species of wolf, about the 
size of a gray fox, was also killed, and proved to be 
the animal which we had hitherto mistaken for a 
fox : there are also many porcupines, rabbits, and 
barking squirrels in the neigbourhood. 

"September 19. We this day enjoyed a cool, 
clear morning, and a wind from the southeast. We 
reached at three miles a bluff on the south, and four 
miles farther the lower point of Prospect Island, 
about two and a half miles in length. Opposite to 
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this are high bluffs, about eighty feet above the wa- 
ter, beyond which are beautiful plains, gradually ri- 
sing as they recede from the river : these are wa- 
tered by three streams, which empty near each oth- 
er; the first is about thirty -five yards wide, the 
ground on its sides high and rich, with some tim- 
ber ; the second about twelve yards wide, but with 
less timber; the third is nearly of the same size, 
and contains more water ; but it scatters its waters 
over the large timbered plain, and empties itself 
into the river at three places. These rivers are 
called by the French les Trois Rivieres des Sioux, 
the Three Sioux Rivers ; and as the Sioux generally 
cross the Missouri at this place, it is called the 
Sioux Pass of the three rivers. These streams 
have the same right of asylum, though in a less 
degree than Pipestone Creek already mentioned." 

On the 20th they arrived at the Grand Detour, or 
Great Bend, and two men were despatched with 
the only horse to hunt, and wait the arrival of the 
boats at the first creek beyond it. After proceeding 
twenty-seven and a half miles farther, they encamp- 
ed on a sand-bar in the river. " Captain Clarke," 
continues the narrative, " who early this morning had 
crossed the neck of the bend, joined us in the even- 
ing. At the narrowest part, the gorge is composed 
of high and irregular hills of about one hundred and 
eighty or one hundred and ninety feet in elevation ; 
from this descends an unbroken plain over the 
whole of the bend, and the country is separa^ted from 
it by this ridge. Great numbers of buffalo, elk, and 
goats are wandering over these plains, accompanied 
by grouse and larks. Captain Clarke saw a hare, 
also, on the Great Bend. Of the goats killed to-day, 
one is a female, differing from the male in being 
smaller in size; its horns, too, are smaller and 
straighter, having one short prong, and no black 
about the neck : none of these goats have any beard, 
but are delicately formed, and very beautiful." 
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Shortly after midnight the sleepers were startled 
by the sergeant on guard crying out that the sand-bar 
was sinking, and the alarm was timely given ; for 
scarcely had they got off with the boats before the 
bank under which they had been lying fell in ; and 
by the time the opposite shore was reached, the 
ground on which they had been encamped sunk 
also. A man who was sent to step off the distance 
across the head of the bend, made it but 2000 yards, 
while its circuit is thirty miles. On the 22d they 
passed a creek and two islands, known by the name 
of the Three Sisters, where a beautiful plain extend- 
ed on both sides of the river. " This is followed by 
an island on the north, called Cedar Island, about one 
mile and a half in length, and the same distance in 
breadth, and deriving its name from the quality of 
its timber. On the south side of this island is a 
fort and a large trading- house, built by a Mr. Loisel 
in order to trade with the Sioux, the remains of 
whose camps are in great numbers about this place. 
The establishment is sixty or seventy feet square, 
built with red cedar, and picketed in with the same 
materials." 

The next day, in the evening, three boys of the 
Sioux nation swam across the river, and informed 
them that two parties of Sioux were encamped on 
the next river, one consisting of eighty, and the 
second of sixty lodges, at some distance above. 
After treating them kindly, they sent them back with 
a present of two carrots of tobacco to their chiefs, 
whom they invited to a conference in the morning. 

September 24. At an island a few miles above 
High water Creek they were joined by one of their 
hunters, " who," proceeds the narrative, " procured 
four elk ; but while he was in pursuit of the game 
the Indians had stolen his horse. We left the isl- 
and, and soon overtook five Indians on the shore : 
we anchored, and told them from the boat we were 
friends, and wished to continue so, but were not 
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afraid of any Indians; that some of tbeir young 
men had stolen the horse which their great father 
had sent for their great chief, and that we could not 
treat with them until he was restored. They said 
that they knew nothing of the horse, but if he had 
been taken he should be given up. We went on, 
and at thirteen and a half miles we anchored one 
hundred yards off the mouth of a river on the south 
side, where we were joined by bpth the pirogues, 
and encamped : two thirds of the party remained on 
board, and the rest went as a guard on shore, with 
the cooks and one pirogue; we have seen along 
the sides of the hills on the north a great desd of 
stone ; besides the elk, we also observed a hare ; the 
five Indians whom we had seen followed us, and 
slept with the guard on shore. Finding one of them 
was a chief, we smoked with him, and made him a 
present of tobacco. This river is about seventy 
yards wide, and has a considerable current. As the 
tribe of the Sioux which inhabit it are called Tetons, 
we gave it the name of Teton River." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Gouncil bcfld with the Tetons.— Their Manners, Dances, dec— 
Chayenne River.— Council held with the Ricara Indians.— 
Their Manners and Habits.— Strange Instance of Ricara Idol- 
atry. — Another Instance. — Cannonbail River.— Arrival among 
the Mandans.— Character of the surrounding Country. 

** September 25. The morning was fine, and the 
wind continued from the southeast. We raised a 
flagstafT and an awning, under which we assembled 
at twelve o'clock, with all the party parading under 
arms. The chiefs and warriors, from the camp two 
miles up the river, met us, about fifty or sixty in num- 
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ber, and after smoking we delivered them a speech ; 
but as our Sioux interpreter, M. Durion, had been 
left with the Yanktons, we were obliged lo make 
use of a Frenchman who could not speak fluently, 
and therefore we curtailed our harangue. After this 
we went through the ceremony of acknowledging 
the chiefs, by giving to the grand chief a medal, a 
flag of the United States, a laced uniform coat, a 
cocked hat and feather ; to the two other chiefs, a 
medal and some small presents; and to two war- 
riors of consideration, certificates. The name of the 
great chief is Untongasabaw, or Black Buffalo ; the 
second, Tortohonga, or the Partisan ; the third, Tar- 
tongawaka, or Buffalo Medicine ; the name of one of 
the warriors was Wawzinggo ; that of the second, 
Matocoquepa, or Second Bear. We then invited 
the chiefs on board, and showed them the boat, the 
air-gun, and such curiosities as we thought might 
amuse them. In this we succeeded too well ; for, 
after giving them a quarter of a glass of whiskey, 
which they seemed to like very much, and tsucked 
the bottle, it was with much difficulty that we could 
get rid of them. They at last accompanied Captain 
Clarke on shore, in a pirogue with five men ; but it 
seems they had formed a design to stop us; for no 
sooner had the party landed than three of the In- 
dians seized the cable of the pirogue, and one of the 
soldiers of the chief put his arms round the mast. 
The second chief, who affected intoxication, then 
said that we should not go on ; that they had not re- 
ceived presents enough from us. Captain Clarke 
told him that he would not be prevented from going 
on ; that we were not squaws, but warriors ; that we 
were sent by our great father, who could in a mo- 
ment exterminate them. The chief replied that he 
too had warriors, and was proceeding to offer per- 
sonal violence to Captain Clarke, -who immediately 
drew his sword, and made a signal to the boat to 
prepare for action. The Indians, who surrounded 
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him, drew their arrows from their quivers, and were 
bending their bows, when the swivel in the boat was 
instantly pointed towards them, and twelve of our 
most determined men jumped into the pirogue and 
joined Captain Clarke. This movement made an 
impression on them, for the grand chief ordered the 
young men away from the pirogue, and they with- 
drew and held a short council with the warriors. 
Being unwilling to irritate them, Captain Clarke 
then went forward, and offered his hand to the first 
and second chiefs, who refused to take it. He then 
turned from them and got into the pirogue ; but he 
had not got more than ten paces, when both the 
chiefs and two of the warriors waded in after him, 
and he brought them on board. We then proceeded 
on for a mile, and anchored off a willow island, 
which, from the circumstances which had just oc- 
curred, we called Bad-humoured Island. 

*' September 26. Our conduct yesterday seemed to 
have inspired the Indians with fear of us; and as we 
were desirous of cultivating their acquaintance, we 
complied with their wish that we should give them 
an opportunity of treating us well, and also suffer 
their squaws and children to see us and our boat, 
which would be perfectly new to them. According- 
ly, after passing, at one and a half miles, a small wil- 
low island and several sand-bars, we came to on the 
south side, where a crowd of men, women, and chil- 
dren were waiting to receive us. Captain Lewis 
went on shore, and remained several hours ; and 
observing that their disposition was friendly, we re- 
isolved to remain during the night to a dance, which 
they were preparing for us. Captains Lewis and 
Clarke, who went on shore one after the other, were 
met on landing by ten well-dressed young men, who 
took them up in a robe, highly decorated, and car- 
ried them to a large council-house, where they were 
placed on a dressed buffalo skin by the side of the 
grand chief. The hall, or council-room, was in the 
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shape of three (}uarters of a circle, covered at the 
top and sides with skins well dressed and sewed to- 
gether. Under this shelter sat about seventy men, 
forming a circle round the chief, before whom were 
placed a Spanish flag and the one we had given them 
yesterday. This left a vacant circle of about six 
feet diameter, in which the pipe of peace was raised 
on two forked sticks, about six or eight inches from 
the ground, and under it the down of the swan was 
scattered : a large fire, in which they were cooking 
provisions, stood near, and in the centre about four 
nundred pounds of excellent buffalo meat, as a pres- 
ent for us. As soon as we were seated an old man 
got up, and, after approving what we had done, beg- 
ged us to take pity on their unfortunate situation. 
To this we replied with assurances of protection. 
After he had ceased, the great chief rose and delivered 
an harangue to the same effect ; then, with great so- 
lemnity, he took some of the most delicate parts of 
the dog which was cooked for the festival, and held 
it to the flag by way of sacrifice ; this done, he held 
up the pipe of peace, and first pointed it towards the 
heavens, then to the four quarters of the globe, and 
then to the earth, made a short speech, lighted the 
pipe, and presented it to us. We smoked, and he 
again harangued his people, after which the repast 
was served up to us. It consisted of the dog which 
they had just been cooking, this being a great dish 
among the Sioux, and used on all festivals; to this 
were added pemitigon, a dish made of buffalo meat, 
dried or jerked, and then pounded and mixed raw 
with grease and a kind of ground potato, dressed 
like the preparation of Indian corn called hommony, 
to which it is little inferior. Of all these luxuries, 
which were placed before us in platters with horn 
spoons, we took the pemitigon and the potato, which 
we found good, but we could as yet partake but spa- 
ringly of the dog. 
*' We ate and smoked for an hour, when it becmne 
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dark; everything was then cleared away for the 
dance, a large fire being made in the centre of the 
house, giving at once light and warmth to the ball- 
room. The orchestra was composed of about ten 
men, who played on a sort of tambourine, formed of 
skin stretched across a hoop, and made a jingling 
noise with a long stick to which the hoofs of deer 
and goats were hung ; the third instrument was a 
small skin bag with pebbles in it : these, with five or 
six young men for the vocal part, made up the band. 
The women then came forward, highly decorated ; 
some with poles in their hands, on which were hung 
the scalps of their enemies ; others with guns, spears, 
or different trophies taken in war by their husbands, 
brothers, or connexions. Having arranged them- 
selves in two columns, one on •ach side of the fire, 
as soon as the music began they danced towards 
each other till they met in the centre, when the rat- 
tles were shaken, and they all shouted and returned 
back to their places. They have no step, but shuf- 
fle along the ground ; nor does the music appear to 
be anything more than a confusion of noises, distin- 
guished only by hard or gentle blows upon the buf- 
falo skin : the song is perfectly extemporaneous. 
In the pauses of the dance, some man of the company 
comes forward and recites, in a sort of low guttural 
tone, some little story or incident, which is either 
martial or ludicrous, or, as was the case this even- 
ing, voluptuous and indecent ; this is taken up by the 
orchestra and the dancers, who repeat it in a higher 
strain, and dance to it. Sometimes they alternate ; 
the orchestra first performing, and when it ceases 
the women raise their voices, and make a music 
more agreeable, that is, less intolerable than that of 
the musicians. The dances of the men, which are 
always separate from those of the women, are con- 
ducted very nearly in the same way, except that the 
men jump up and down instead of shuffling ; and in the 
war dances the recitations are all of a military cast. 
13 
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The harmony of the entertainment had nearly been 
disturbed by one of the musicians, who, thinking be 
had not received a due share of the tobacco we had 
distributed during the evening, put himself into a 
passion, broke one of the drums, threw two of them 
into the fire, and left the band. They were taken 
out of the fire : a buffalo robe, held in one hand and 
beaten with the other by several of the company, 
supplied the place ofthe lost drum or tambourine, and 
no notice was taken of the ofiTensive conduct of the 
man. We stayed till twelve o^clock at night, when 
we informed the chiefs that they must be fatigued 
with all these attempts to amuse us, and retired, ae- 
companied by four chiefs, two of whom spent the 
night with us on board. 

" While on shore ^e saw twenty-five squaws and 
about the same number of children, who had been 
taken prisoners two weeks ago in a battle with 
their countrymen, the Mahas. In this engagement 
the Sioux destroyed forty lodges, killed seventy- five 
men, of whom we saw many of the scalps, and took 
these prisoners : their appearance is wretched and 
dejected ; the women, too, seem low in stature, 
coarse and ugly, though their present condition may 
diminish their beauty. We gave them a variety of 
small articles, such as awls and needles, and inter- 
ceded for them with the chiefs, to whom we recom- 
mended to follow the advice of their great father, to 
restore the prisoners, and live in peace with the Ma- 
has, which they promised to do. 

" The tribe which we this day saw are a part of 
the great Sioux nation, and are known by the name 
of the Teton Okandandas : they are about two hun- 
dred men in number, and their chief residence is on 
both sides of the Missouri, between the Chayenne 
and Teton Rivers. In their persons they are rather 
ugly and ill-made, tbeir legs and arms being too 
small, their cheek-bones high, and their eyes pro* 
jecting. The females, with the same character of 
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form, are more handsome ; and both sexes appear 
cheerful and sprightly ; but in our intercourse with 
them we discovered that they were cunning and 
vicious. 

'' The men shave the hair off their heads, except 
a small tuft on the top, which they suffer to grow, 
and wear in plaits over the shoulders ; to this they 
seem much attached, as the loss of it is the usual 
sacrifice at the death of near relations. In full dress, 
the men of consideration wear a hawk's feather, or 
calumet feather worked with porcupine quills, and 
fastened to the top of the head, from which it falls 
back. The face and body are generally painted with 
a mixture of gre9ise and coal. Oyer the shoulderis 
is a loose robe or mantle, of buffalo skin dressed 
white, adorned with porcupine quills, loosely fixed* 
so us to make a jitiglmg noise when in motion, and 
painted with various uncouth figures, unintelligible ^ 
to us» but to them emblematic of military exploits 
or any pther incident : the hair oi the robe is worn 
next nhe skin in fair weather, but when it rains the 
hair is put outside, and the robe is either thrown 
over the arm or wrapped round the body, all of 
which it may cover. Under this, in the winter sea- 
son, they wear a kind of shirt resembling ourSi 
made either of skin or cloth, and covering the arms 
and body. Round the middle is fixed a girdle of 
cloth, or procured dressed elk-skin, about an inch la 
width, and closely tied tp.thie body; to this is at- 
tached a piece of cloth, or blanket, or skin, about a 
foot wide, which passes between the legs, and is 
tucked under the girdle both before ai^ behind. 
From the hip to the ancle is covered by leggins of 
dressed antelope skins, with seams at the sides two 
inches in widths and ornamented by little tufts of 
hair, the produce of the spalps they have made in 
wari which are scattej^ed down the leg. The win- 
ter moccasins sue of dressed buffalo skin, the hair 
heii^ v^ra inward, apd scaled with thick elk-skin 
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parchment ; those for summer are of deer or eUc 
skin, dressed without the hair, and with soals of 
elk-skin. On great occasions; or whenever they 
are in full dress, the young men drag after them the 
entire skin of a polecat fixed to the heel of the moc- 
casin. Another skin of the same animal is either 
tucked into the girdle, or carried in the hand, and 
serves as a pouch for their tobacco, or what the 
French traders call hois roule: this is the inner 
bark of a species of red willow, which, being dried 
in the sun or over the fire, is rubbed between the 
hands and l)roken into small pieces, and is used 
alone, or mixed with tobacco. The pipe is gener- 
ally of red earth, the stem made of ash, about three 
or four feet long, and highly decorated with feath- 
ers, hair, and porcupine quills. 

" The hair of the women is suffered to grow long, 
and is parted from the forehead across the head, at 
the back of which it is either collected into a kind 
of bag, or hangs down over the shoulders. Their 
moccasins are like those of the men, as are also the 
leggins, which do not, however, reach beyond the 
knee, where they are met by a long loose shift of 
skin, which reaches nearly to the ancles ; this is 
fastened over the shoulders by a string, and has no 
sleeves, but a few pieces of the skin hang a short 
distance round the arm. Sometimes a girdle fastens 
this skin round the waist, and over all is thrown a 
robe like that worn by the men. They seem fond 
of dress. Their lodges are very neatly constructed, 
in the same form as those of the Yanktons : they 
consist of about one hundred cabins (made of white 
buffalo hide dressed), with a larger one in the cen- 
tre for holding councils and dances. They are built 
round with poles, about fifteen or twenty feet high, 
covered with white skins. These lodges may be 
taken to pieces, packed up, and carried with the 
nation wherever they go, by dogs which bear 
great burdens. The women are chi#fly> emfdoyed 
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in dressing bufifalo skins : they seem perfectly well 
disposed, but are addicted to stealing anything which 
they can take without being observad. This na* 
tion, although it makes so many ravages among its 
neighbours, is badly supplied with guns. The water 
which they carry with them is contained chiefly in 
the paunches of deer and other animals, and they 
make use of wooden bowls. Some had their heads 
shaved, which we found was a species of mourning 
for their relations. Another usage on these occa« 
sions is to run arrows through the flesh, both abovt 
and below the elbow. 

" While on shore to-day, w^ witnessed a quanrel 
between two squaws, which appeared to be grow* 
ing every moment more boisterous, when a man 
came forward, at whose approach every one seem- 
ed terrified and ran, I le took the squaws, and with- 
out any ceremony whipped them severely. On in- 
quiring into the nature of such summary justice, we 
learned that this man was an officer well known to 
this and many other tribes. His duty is to keep the 
peace ; and the whole interior police of the village 
IS confided to two or three of these officers, who 
are named by the chief, and remain in power some 
d&ys, at least till the chief appoints a successor : 
they seem to be a sort of constable or sentinel, since 
they are always on the watch to keep tranquillity 
during the day, and guarding the camp in the night 
The short duration of their office is compensated by 
its authority. Their power is supreme, and in the 
suppression of any riot or disturbance no resistance 
to them is suffered ; their persons are sacred ; and 
if, in the execution of their duty, they strike even a 
chief of the second cl^s, tliey cannot he punished 
for this salutary insolence. In general they accom- 
pany the person of the chief; and when ordered to 
any duty, however dangerous, it is a point of hon- 
our rather to die than to refuse obedience. Thus, 
when th^y attempted to. stop us yesterday, the chief 
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ordered one of these men to take possession of the 
boat ; he immediately put his arms round the mast, 
and, as we understood, no force, except the com* 
mand of the chief, would have induced him to re- 
lease his hold. Like the other men, their bodies 
are blackened ; but their distinguishing mark is a 
collection of two or three raven skins fastened to 
the girdle behind the back, in such a way that the 
tails, stick out horizontally from the body. On his 
head, too, is a raven skin split into two parts, and 
tied so as to let the beak project from the forehead. 
"September 37. We rose early, and the two 
chiefs took off, as a matter of course, and accord- 
ing to their custom, the blanket on which they had 
slept. To this we added a peck of corn, as a pres- 
ent to each. Captain Lewis and the chiefs went on 
shore to see a part of the nation that was expected, 
but did not come. He returned at two o'clock with 
four of the chiefs, and a warrior of distinction call- 
ed Wadrapa (or On his Guard). They examined 
the boat, and admired whatever was strange during 
half an hour, when they left it with great reluctance* 
Captain Clarke accompanied them to the lodge of 
the grand chief, who invited them to a dance, where, 
being joined by Captain Lewis, they remained till a 
late hour. The dance was very similar to that of 
yesterday. About twelve we left them, taking the 
second chief and one principal warrior on board. 
As we came near the boat, the man who steered the 
pirogue by mistake brought her broadside against 
the boat's cable, and broke it. We called up all 
hands to their oars. But our noise alarmed the two 
Indians ; they called out to their companions, and 
immediately the whole camp crowded to the shore ; 
but after half an hour they returned, leaving about 
sixty men near us. The alarm given by the chieft 
was said to be, that the Mahas had attacked us, 
and that they were desirous of assisting us to repel 
them. But we suspected that they were afraid we 
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meant to set sail, and intended to prevent us from 
doing so ; for in the night the Maha prisoners had 
told one of our men. who understood the language, 
that we were to be stopped. We therefore, with- 
out giving any indication of our suspicion, prepared 
everything for an attack, as the loss of our anchor 
obliged us to come near to a falling bank, very un- 
favourable for defence. 

" We were not mistaken in these opinions; for 
when, in the morning, after dragging unsuccessfully 
for the anchor, we wished to set sail, it was with 
great difficulty that we could make the chiefs leave 
the boat. At length we got rid of all except the 
great chief, when, just as we were setting out, sev- 
eral of the chiefs soldiers sat on the rope which 
held the boat to the shore. Irritated at this, we got 
everything ready to fire on them if they persisted ; 
but the great chief said that these were his soldiers, 
and only wanted some tobacco. We had already 
refused a flag and some tobacco to the second 
ehief, who had demanded it with great importuni- 
ty ; but, willing to leave them without going to ex- 
tremities, we threw him a carrot of tobacco, saying 
to him, * You have told us that you were a great 
man, and have influence ; now show your influence 
by taking the rope from those men, and we will then 
go on without any farther trouble.' This appeal to 
his pride had the desired effect ; he went out of the 
boat, gave the soldiers the tobacco, and, pulling the 
rope out of their hands, delivered it on board, and 
we then set sail under a breeze from the southeast. 
After sailing about two miles, we observed the third 
chief beckoning to us : we took him on board, and 
he informed us that the rope had been held by the 
order of the second chief, who was a double-faced 
man. A little farther on we were joined by the son 
of the chief, who came on board to see his father. 
On his return we sent a speech to the nation, ex- 
plaining what we had done, antJ "Hvisin^ tj***!!" to 
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peace; but if th6y persisted in their attempts to 
8top us, we were willing and able to defend our- 
Belves." 

After spending four days in this manner with the 
Tetons, they proceeded on their way. Stragglers 
of the unfriendly tribe they had just left appeared 
at times on the bank, and were disposed to be troub- 
lesome : at one place they saw an encampment of 
400 of them. On the Ist of October they passed a 
river corruptly rendered Dog River, as if from the 
French " chien :" its true appellation is Ohayenne, 
from the Indians of that name. The history of this 
tribe " is the short and melancholy relation of the 
calamities of almost all the Indians. They were a 
numerous people, and lived on the Chayenne, a 
branch of the Red River of Lake Winnipeg. The 
invasion of the Sioux drove them westward : in 
their progress they halted on the southern side of 
the Missouri, below the Warreconne, where their 
ancient fortifications still exist ; but the same im- 
pulse again drove them to the heads of the Chay- 
enne, where they now rove, and occasionally visit 
the Riearas. They are now reduced, but still num- 
ber three hundred men." 

This river rises in the Black Mountains ; and M. 
Valle, one of three French traders whom they found 
here waiting for the Sioux coming down from the 
Riearas, informed them that he had passed the last 
winter three hundred leagues up the Chayenne, un- 
der those mountains. "That river he represented 
as very rapid, liable to sudden swells, the bed and 
shores formed of coarse gravel, and difficult of as- 
cent even for canoes. One hundired leagues from 
its mouth it divides into two branches, one coming 
from the south, the other, at forty leagues from the 
junction, entering the Black Mountains. The land 
which it waters, from the Missouri to the Black 
Mountains, resembles the country on the Missouri, 
except that the former has even less timber, and of 



,d by Google 



ViLLAGE OF THE ftICARAS< 109 

Ihtit the greater proportion is cedar. The Ohay- 
ennes reside chiefly on the headd of the nver, and 
steal horses from the Spanish settlement : a plnn- 
^ling excarsion which they perform in a month's 
time. The Black Mountains, he observed, were 
tery high, covered with great quantities of pine, and 
IB some parts the snow remains during the summer. 
Hitere are alsO great quantities of ^ts, white bear, 
prairie cocks, and a species of animal which, from 
his description, must resemble a small elk, with 
large circular horns." 

They still continued to be annoyed at different 
times by the Tetons on the banks. The weather 
began to be very cold, with a white frost in the 
tnoming. Oil the 6th of October, they halted for 
dinner at a village which they supposed to have be- 
longed to the Ricaras : " It is situated in a low i^ain 
on the river, and consists of about eighty lodges of 
m octagon form, neatly covered with earth, placed 
as close to each other as possible, and picketed 
round. The skin canoes, mats, buckets, and articles 
of furniture found in the lodges, led to the belief 
that it had been left in the spring." 

The next day they passed the Sawawkawna ; and 
just below its mouth was " another village or win- 
tering camp of the Ricaras, composed of about six- 
ty lodges, built In the same form as those passed 
the day before, with willow atid straw matsj bas- 
kets, and buffalo-skin canoes remaining entire in the 
camp." 

At k short distance above the Wetawhoo River 
they can^e to an island where wa& a village of the 
Ricaras, and which Captain Lewis went to see. "It 
is situated in the centre of the island, near the 
southern shore, under the foot of some high, bald, 
tmeven hills, and contains about sixty lodges. The 
island itself is three miles long, and covered with 
fields in which the Indians raise com, beans, and 
Potatoes. Several Frenchmen, living among these 

Vol. I.— K 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



i 110 LEWIS AMP CLAEKB's EXPJKI>|T101f. 

Indians as interpreters or traders, came back. wHk 
Captain Lewis, and among, them M. Gravelines, a 
man who has acquired the language." 

*' On the 9tb," continues th& narrative, ** the wind 
was so cold and high last night, and during all the 
day, that we could not assemble the Indians in 
council ; but some of the party went to the village. 
We received the visits of the three principal chiefis, 
. with many others, to whom we gave some tobacco, 
.and told them that we would speaH to them to-mor- 
row. The names of these chiefs were, first, Kaka- 
^ssassa, or Lighting Crow ; second chief, Pocasse, 
or Hay; third chief, Piaheto, or Eagle's Feather. 
Notwithstanding the high waves, two or three 
squaws rowed to us in little canoes made of a sin- 
gle buffalo skin, stretched over a frame of boug^ 
interwoven like a basket, and with the most perfect 
composure. The object which appeared to astpnish 
the Indians most was Captain Clarke's servant 
York, a remarkably stout, strong negrd. They had 
never seen a being of that colour, and therefore 
Rocked round him to examine the extraordinary 
monster. By way of amusement, he told them that he 
had once been a wild animal, and been caught and 
tamed by his master ; and io convince them, show- 
jed them feats of strength which, added to his looks, 
made him more terrible than we wished him to be." 
The following morning, M. Gravelines, who had 
breakfasted with Captain Lewis, was sent to invite the 
Ricara chiefs to a conference. " They all assembled," 
says the Journal, " at one o'clock, and, after the usual 
cei(;e monies, we addressed them in the same way in 
^hich we had already spoken to the Ottoes and Sioux. 
We then made or acknowledged three chiefs, one 
for each of the three villages, giving to each a flag, 
a medal, a red coat, a cocked hat and feather, alMi 
some goods, paint, and tobacco, which they divided 
among themselves. After this the air-gun was ex* 
ijibitedjvery much to their astonishment; nor were 
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tlMy less surprised at th6 colobr and maimer of 
York. On our side, we were equally gratified at 
discovering that these Ricaras made use of no spir* 
ituous liquors of any kind ; the example of the tra- 
ders who bring it to them, so far from tempting, hav- 
ing in fact disgusted them. Supposing that it was 
as agreeable to them as to Uie other Indians, we had 
at first offered them whiskey ; but they refused it 
with this sensibr^ remark, that they were surprised 
thai their fmther should present to them aUquor which 
would make them fools. On another occasioB they 
observed to M. Tabeau, that no man could be a friend 
who tried to lead th^m into such follies. The coun- 
cil being over, they retired to consult oniheir answer. 
*' Tlie next morning, at eleven o'clock, we again 
met in council at our camp. The.gi'and chief made 
a short speech of thanks for the advice we had giv- 
en, and promised to follow it ; adding that the door 
was now open, and no one dare ^ut it, and that we 
might depart whenever we pleased, alluding to the 
treatment we had received from the Sioux. They 
also brought us some corn, beans^ and dried squash* 
es, and in return we gave them a steel mill, with 
which they were much pleased. At one o'clock we 
left our camp with the grand chief and his neptew 
on board, and at about two miles anchored below a 
creek on the south, separating the second and third 
village of the Ricaras, which are about half a mile 
dntant from each other. We visited both the viUa- 
ges, and sat conversing with the chiefs for some 
time, during which they presented us with a bread 
made of com and beans, also com and beans boiled, 
and a large rich bean which they take from the mice 
of the prairie, who discover and collect it. These 
two villages are placed near each other in a higk 
smooth prairie ; a fine situation, except that, havii^^f 
no wood, the inhabitants are obliged to go for it 
across the river to a timbered lowland opposite to 
them. ' We told them that we wonld speu. to them 
in the morning at their villages separately. 
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^* Aceoodingly, aftet breakfMt, we went on shove 
to the house of the chief of the second village, named 
Lsssel, where we found his chiels and waurdcirs. 
They made us a present of about seven bushels of 
eom, a pair of leggins, a twist of their tobacco, aod 
the seeds of two GUfferent species of tobacco. The 
chief then delivered a speech expressive of hk gn^ 
itude fbr the presents and the good oounsels whidh 
we had given him ; his intention of vi^ittng his great 
fiither but for fear of the Sioux ; and requested us to 
take one of the Rieara chiefs up to the Mandaaa» 
and negotiate a peace between the two nations. Te 
this we replied m a suitable way, and then repaired 
to the third village. Here we were addressed by 
the chief, in nearly the same teuns as before, and 
entertained with a present of ten bushels of coca, 
seme beans, dried pumpkins, and squares. Alter 
we had answered, and expioined the magnitude aai 
pow^r of. the United States, the three chiefs ca»e 
with us to the boi^. We gave theiti some sugar, a 
little salt, and a sun^glass. Two of them then left 
lis, and a chief of the thirds by naaie Ahketahnashi^ 
or Chief of the Town, acceiBpanied us to tfie Man- 
dans. At two o'clock we left the Indians, who 
erowded to the shore to take leave of us. 

** The Rkaras were originally cok>nies of Paw- 
nees, yfhb established themselves on the Missouri, 
below the Ohayenne, where the traders still remem* 
her that twenty years ago they occupied a number 
of Villages^ , FVom that aitqation a part of the Ric- 
aras emigrated to the neighbourhood of the Man- 
dans, with whom they were then in alliance. The 
rest of the nation continued near the Ohayenne till 
the year 1797, in the course of which, distressed bj 
Iheir wars with the Sioux, they joined their country* 
men near the Mandans. Soon after a new war arose 
between the Ricaras and the Mandans^ in conae- 
^ence of which the former came down the river 
to their present position. In this migration, time 
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who hai first gone to the Mandans kept together, 
and now live in the two lower villages, which may 
thence be considered as the Ricaras proper. The 
third village was composed of such remnants oi the 
Tillages as had survived the wars ; and as these 
were nine in number, a difference of pronunciation, 
and some difference of language may be observed 
between them and the Ricaras proper, who do not 
understand all the words of these wanderers. TIm 
villages are within the distance of fodr miles of each 
other, the two lower ones consisting of between one 
hundred and fifty and two hundred men each, the 
third of three hundred. The Ricaras are tall and 
well-proportioned, the women handsome and lively, 
and, as among other savages, to them falls all the 
drud|^ery of the field, and the labours of procuring 
subsistence, except that of hunting. Both sexes are 
poor, but kind and generous ; and, althouj^h they re- 
ceive with thankfulness what is given to them, do 
not beg as the Sioux did ; though this praise should 
be qualified by mentioning that an axe was stolen 
last night from our cooks. 

** The dress of the men i^ a simple pair of mocca- 
sins, leggins, and a cloth round the middle, over 
which a buffalo robe is occasionally thrown, with 
their hair, arms, and ears decorated with different 
ornaments. The women wear moccasins, leggins^ 
a long shirt made of goats' skins, generally white 
and frinfifed, which is tied round the waist ; to these- 
they add, like the men, a buffalo robe without the 
hair in summer." 

♦ • * " The Ricara lodges are in a circular or oc- 
tagonal form, and generally about thirty or forty 
feet in diameter. They are made by placing ibriced 
posts, about six feet high, round the circumference 
of the circle ; these are joined by poles from one 
fork to another, which are supported also by other 
forked poles slanting from the ground. In the cen- 
tre of the lodge are placed four higher forks, about. 
K2 
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fifteen feet in lengA, Qonneoted together by beams; 
from these to the lower poles the rafters are Extend- 
ed so 9s to leave a yacancy in the middle for the 
smoke. The' frame of the building is then covered 
with willow branches, with which is interwoven 
grass, and over this mud or clay ; the aperture for 
the door is about four feet wide, and before it is a 
sort of entry, about ten feet from the Ipdge. They 
are very waarm iSM^d compact. 

*'They cultivate m^ize or Indian com, beans^ 
pumfduns, watermelons, squashes, and a species of 
tobacco peculiar to themselves. 

*' Their commerce is chiefly with the traders, who 
supply them with goods in return for peltries, which 
they procure not only by their own hunting, but in 
exchange for corn from their less civilized neigh- 
bours. , The object chiefly in demand seemed to be 
red paint $ but they would give anything thev had to 
•pare for the most trifling article. One of the men 
to-day gave an Indian a hook made out of a piii, and 
he gave him in i^eturn ^ pair of ipoccasins. 

*^ They express a disposition to keep at peace with 
all nations ; but they are well-armed with fusils, and, 
being much under the influence of the Sioux, who 
exchange the goods which they get from the British 
for Ricara corn, their minds are sometimes poison- 
ed, and they cannot be always depended on. At 
the present moment they are at war, with the Man- 
dans." 

•"• • " In the morning of the 13th our visiters left 
us, except the brother of the chief who accompa* 
nies us and one of the squaws. We passed at an 
early hour a camp of Sioux on the north bank, who 
merely looked at us without spying a word, and| 
jfrom the character of the tribe, we did not solicit a 
conversation. At ten and a half miles we reached 
the mouth of a creek on the north, which tajkes its 
rise from some ponds a short distance to the northr 
east. To this stream we gave the name of Stone 
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Idol CriDek ; for, after pasung a willow and sand ial* 
and just above its mouth, we discovered that, a few 
miles back from the Missouri, there are two stones 
resembling hmnan figures, and a third like a dog, 
all which are objects of great veneration among i& 
Ricaras. Their history would adorn the Metamor- 
phoses of Ovid. A young man was deeply enam- 
oured with a girl whose, parents refused their cbn- 
eent to the marriage; The youth went out into the 
ftelds to mourn hir misfortunes ; a sympathy of feel- 
ing led the lady to the same spot ; and the faithful 
dog would not cease to follow his master. Aft^ 
wandering together, and having nothing but grapes 
to subsist on, they were at last converti^ into stone, 
which, beginning at the feet, gradually invaded the 
nobler parts, leaving nothing unchanged tut a bunch 
of grapes, which the iem^de holds in her hands to 
this day. Whenever the Riqatas pass these saored 
stones, they stop to make some offering of dress to 
propitiate these deities. Such is the account given 
by the Rtcara chief, which we had no mode of ex- 
amining, except that we found one part of the story 
very aigreeably confirmed; for on the river near 
where the said event is said to have occurred, we 
found a greater abundance of fine grapes than we 
haA yet seen.*' 

• • * "Above the Ricara Island the Missouri be- 
comes narrow and deeper, the-sand-hiaa^ being gen- 
erally confined to ^be points ; the current, too, is 
much more gentle ; the timber on the lowlands is 
also in much greater quantities, though the hi^ 
grounds are still naked." 

On their route the next day, corporeal punishmeni 
was inflicted on one of the soldiers. " This opera*- 
tion," says the journalist, "affected the Indian diief 
very sensibly, (or he cried aloud during the punish- 
ment. We explained the offence and the reasons 
of it : he acknowledged that examples were neces»- 
sary, and that he himself had given them by pusr 
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i^ing with death; but his nation never whipped 
even children from their birth." 

During their progress on th€l 16th they fell in with 
several small encampments of Ricaras^ with whom 
the ordinary civilities were exchanged. ** As we 
proceeded," continues the narrative, "there wece 
great numbers of goats on the banks of the river, 
and we soon after saw large flocks of them in the 
water. They had bee'n gradually driven irtto the 
river by the Indians, who now lined the shore so as 
to prevent their escape, and were firing on them ; 
while sometimes boys went into the river and killed 
them with sticks. They seemed to be very suc- 
cessful, for we counted fifty-eight which they had 
killed. We ourselves killed some, and then passing 
the lodges to which these Indians belonged, encamp- 
ed at the distance of half a mile on the south, haviug 
made fourteen and a half miles. We were soon vis- 
ited by numbers of these Riearas, who crossed the 
river hallooing and singing. Two of them then re^ 
tamed for some goats' flesh and buffalo meat dried 
and fresh, with which they made a feast that lasted 
till late at night, and caused much music and inerri- 
roent." 

Great numbers of goats were seen by them for 
several days, coming to the north bank of the river, 
*' These animals," M. Gravelines stated, " spend the 
summer in the plains east of the Missouri, and re^ 
turn in the autumn to the Bhick Mountains, where 
they^subsist on leaves and shrubbery during the win- 
*^r, and resume their migrations in the spring." 

At Le Boulet, or Calnnonball River, so, called from 
the number of large round stones on the shore, they 
met, on the 18th^ with two Frenchmen in the em- 
ploy of M. Gravelines, who had been robbed by the 
Mandans of their traps, furs, and other articles, and 
who were descending the river in a pirogue; but 
they turned back with the >arty in expectation of 
obtgiQing redress through their means. 
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As tbey proeeeded qo. the 10th, the bimks of the 
Missouri on both sides presented low grounds, much 
b^ter timbered than those farther down the river.. 
The hills were at one or two miles' distance from 
tiie, shore, and the streams which flowed fr<MB them 
were br lu^kish, the mineral salts appearing on vthe 
sides of the hills and edges of the runs. In walking; 
along the shore they counted no less than fifty-two 
herds of buffalo, and three of elk, at a sia^e view i 
also deer, pelicai^s, a£id wolves. They encamped 
opposite to the uppermost of a number of irouni 
biUs, forming a cone at the Ufp, one of them ninety 
ieeit in height. The chief who was with them stated 
tiiat the calumet bifd lived in the holes formed by 
the fyitration of the water from the top of these hil£» 
Uurough the si^s. Near by, on the point of a hill 
mnety £eet above the plain, were the remains of an 
old village, which was strong; and had been fortified. 
Thi9f Uie chief informed them, was the remains of 
<me of the Mandan villages ; and they were the firsl 
mina they had seen of that nation in ascending the 
Mitssourii 

The ne^t day they came to the remains of anothte 
village of the Mandans, who^ the Rteara chief said» 
Mce occupied a number of villages on either sid6 of 
the river, till the Sioux forced them forty mile* 
higher up; whence, after a few years' residence^ 
UM^y^noved to their present position. ''We have 
seen," coqtinues the narrative, '' great numbers c^ 
eUc, deer, goats, and buffalo, ^nd the usual attendants 
of these kst, the wolves, who follow their move* 
ments, and feed upon those who die by accident, or 
who are too poor to keep pace with the herd : wo 
also wounded a white bear, and saw some fre^h 
tracks of those animals, which are twice as large as 
the track of a man." 

Soon after starting on the 21st, they came to the 
Chisshetaw Creek, some distance up which, the Ric« 
ara chief stated, was '* a large rock, which was held 
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in great veneratioo, and visited by parties who go to 
consult it as to their own or their nations* destinies, 
all of which they discern in some sort of figures or 
paintings with which it is covered. About two miles 
off from the mouth of the river, the party on shore 
saw another of the objects of Ricara superstition : it 
19 a large oak-tree, standing alone in the open prai- 
rie ; and as it, alone, has withstood the fire whi(^ 
has consumed everything around, the Indians natn- 
rallv ascribe to it extraordinary' powers. One of 
th^ ceremonies is t6 make a hole in the skin of 
tiiei'r necks, through which a string is passed, and^ 
the other end tied to the body of the tree ; and after 
remaining in this way for some time, they think they 
become braver." 

The weather was now growing colder, witlv some 
snow ; notwithstanding which, & party of the Sioox 
which they fell in with had on no other covering than 
a piece of cloth or of skin about the middle. Withm 
the distance of twenty miles, they had passed the 
ruins of no less than nine villages ^of the Mandans. 
Nearly all that remained of them were the wall by 
which they were surrounded, the fallen heaps of 
earth which covered the houses, and occasionally 
human sculls, and the teeth and bones of men and 
of different animals, which were scattered on the 
surface of the ground. 

On the 24th of October they came to a large isl- 
and, on which they found one of the grand chiefs of 
the Mandans, who was on a hunting excursion. He 
met his enemy, the Ricara chief, with great cere- 
mony and apparent cordiality, and smoked with him; 
and, after visiting his lodges, the grand chief and his 
brother came on board their boat for a short time; 
They encamped on the liorth side, below an old vil- 
lage of the Mandans and Ricaras. Here four Man- 
dans came down from a camp above, and the Ricara 
chief returned with them to their camp, which was 
considered a favourable augury of their pacific views 
towards each other. 
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The weather continued cold, and after passing sev- 
eral deserted Indian villages the next day, parties of 
the Mandans, hbth on foot and hbrseback, came along 
the river to view them, and were very desirous that 
they should land and talk to them. But as they were . 
unable to do this, on account of the sand-breaks on 
the shore, they sent their Ricara chief to them in a 
pirogue. 

After putting the Ricara chief again on shore, on 
the 26th, to join the Mandans, who were in great num- 
bers, they proceeded to the camp of the grand chiefs. 
" Here we met," says the Journal, ** a Mr. M'Cracken, 
one of the Northwest or Huds6n*s Bay Company, 
who arrived with another person about nine days ago, 
to trade for horses and buffalo robes. Two of 3ie 
chiefs came on board with some of their household 
furniture, such as earthen pots and a little com, and 
went on with us :^ the reist of the Indians following 
on shore. At one mile beyond t|ie camp we passed a 
small creek, and at three more a bluff of coal, of an 
inferior quality, on the south. After making eleven 
miles we reached an old field, where the Mandans 
had cultivated grain last summer, and encamped for 
the night on the south side, about half a mile below 
the first village of the Mandans." • * * * "As soon 
as we arrived, a crowd of men, wDmen, and children 
eame down to see us. Captain Lewis returned with 
the principal chiefs to the village, while the others 
remained with us during the evening. The object 
which seemed to surprise them most was a com* 
mill fixed to the boat, which we had occasion to use, 
and which delighted them by the ease with which it 
reduced the grain to powder. Among others who 
visited us was the son of the grand chief of the 
Mandans, who had his two little' fingers cut off at 
the second joint. On inquiring into this accident, 
we found that it was customary to express grief for 
the death of relations by some corporeal suffering, 
and that the usual mode was to lose two joints of 
the little finger, or sometimes the other fingers.*' 
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CHAPTER V. 

CoancQ held with the Mandans.— A Prairie on Fire, and a sin- 

Silar Instance of 4're8enration.— Peace established between 
e Mandans and Ricaras.— The Party encamp for the Win- 
ter^Indii\n Mode of catching Goats.— Beautiful Appejaranca 
of Northern Lights.— Friendly Character of the Indiana. — 
8om^ Account of the Mandans, the Ahnahawaya, and the 
Minnetarees.— The Party acquire the Confiderice of the Man- 
dans by taking part in their Controversy with the Sioax.— 
Religion of the Mandans, and their singular Conception of 
the term AfecKciin*.— Their Tradition.— The Sufferings of the 
Party from the Severity of the Sea8on.-^Indian Game of 
Billiards described.— Account of the Sioux. 

** October 27. At an early hour we proceeded, and 
anchored off the village^ Captain Clarke went on 
gbore, and, after smoking a pipe with the chiefs, was 
desired to remain and eat with them. He declined 
on account of his heing unwell ; but his refusal gave 
great offence to the Indians, who considered it dis- 
respectful not to eat when invited, till the cause was 
explained to their satisfaction. We sent them some 
tobacco, and then proceeded to the second jviUage on 
the north, passing by a bank containing coal, and a 
second village, and encamped at four miles on the 
north, opposite to a village of Ahnahaways. We 
here met with a Frenchman named Jesseaume, who 
lives among the Indians with his wife and children, 
and whom we take as an interpreter. The Indiana 
had flocked to the bank to see us as we passed, and 
they visited in great numbers the camp, where some 
remained all night. 

"We sent in the evening three young Indians 
with a present of tobacco for the chiefs of the three 
upper villages, inviting them to come down in the 
mommg to a council with us. Accordingly, the 
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next day we were joined by many of the Minneta- 
tees and Ahnahaways iVoin above, but the wind was 
so violent ifrom the southwest that the chiefs of the 
lower viilaged could not come up, and the council 
was deferred till to-morrow. In the mean while we 
entertained our visiters by showinff them what was 
new to them in the boat ; all which, as well as our 
bkick servant, they called Great Medicine, the mean- 
mg of which we afterward learned. We also con- 
sulted the grand chief of the Mandans, Black Cat, 
and M. Jessaume, as tp the names, characters, &c., 
of the chiefs with whom we are to hold the council. 
In the course of the day we received several pres- 
ents from the women, consisting of corn, boildd hom- 
mony, arni garden stuffs: in our turn, i^e gratified 
the wife of the greats chief with the gift of a glazed 
^earthen jar. Our hunter brought us two beaver. 
In the afternoon we sent the Minnietaree chiefs to 
smoke for us with the great chiefs of the Mandans^ 
and i(M them we would speak in the morning. 

" Finding that we shall be obliged to pass the win- 
ter at this place, w« went up the river about one and 
a half miles to-day, with a view of finding a con- 
venient spot for a i&tt ; bnt the timher was too scarce 
and small for ourpurposes. 

" Oclobel: 99. The morning was fine, and we pre- 
|>ared our presents and speech for the council. 
After breakfast we were visited by an old chief of 
the Ahnahaways, who, finding himself girowing old 
and weak, had transferred his power to his son, who 
is now at war against the Shoshonees. At ten 
o'clock the chiefs were all assembled under an awn- 
ing of our sails, stretched so as to exclude the wind, 
which had become high. That th^ imprtssion 
might be the more forcible, the men were all para- 
ded, and the council opened by a discharge from the 
swivel of the boat. We then delivered a speech, 
which, like those we had already made, intermin- 
gled advice with assurances of friendship and trade. 

Vol. I.— L 
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While we were speaking the old Ahnahaway chief 
grew very restless, and observed that he could not 
wait long, as his camp was exposed to the hos^ 
tilities of the Shoshonees. He was instantly re- 
buked witl;» great dignity by one df the chiefs, lor 
this violation of decorum at such a moment, and re- 
mained quiet during the rest of ^ council. To- 
wards the end of our speech we introduced the sub- 
ject of our Ricara chief, with whom we recommend- 
ed a firm peace : to this they seemed well disposed, 
and all smoked with him very amicably. We all 
mentioned the soods which had been taken from the 
Frenchman, and express|ed a wish that they should 
, be restored. This being over, we proceeded to dis- 
tribute the presents with great ceremony. One 
chjef of each town was acknowledged by a gift of a 
flag, a medal with the likeness of the President of 
the United States, a uniform coat, hat^ and feather. 
To the second chiefs we gave a medal representing 
some domestic animals, and a loom for weaving ; 
to the third chiefs, medals with the impression of 
a farmer sowing grain. A variety of other presents 
were distributed, but none seemed to give them 
more satisfaction than an iron corp-miU^ which we 
gave to the Mandans. 

"The chiefs who were made UKdav are Shaha- 
ka, or Big White, a first chief, and Kagohami, or 
Little Raven, a second chief of the lower viUage of 
the Mandans, called Matootonha. The other chiefs 
of an inferior quality who were recommended were, 
first, Ohheenaw, or Big Man, a Chayenne taken pris- 
oner by the Mandans, w^o adopted him, and he now 
enjoys great consideration among the .tribe; sec- 
ond^ Shotahawrora, or Coal, of the second Mandan 
village, which is called Rooptahee. We made Pos- 
copseah, or Black Cat, the nrst chief of the village, 
and the grand chief of the whole Mandan nation ; 
his second chief is Kagonomokshe, or Raven Man 
Chief. Inferior chiefs of this village were, Tawnu- 
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heo, and Bellahsara, of which we did not learn the 
translation. 

*' In the third village, which is called Mahawha. 
and where the Arwacahwas reside, we made one 
first chief, Tetuckopinreha, or White Buffalo Robe 
Unfolded, and recognised two of an inferior order : 
Biinnissarraree,or Neighing Horse, and Locongotiha, 
or Old Woman at a Distance. 

'* Of the fourth village, where the Minnetarees 
live, and which is called JVletaharta, we made a first 
chief, Ompsehara, or Black Moccasin; a second 
chief, Ohhaw, or Little' Fox. Other distinguished 
chiefs of this village were, Mahnotah, or Big Thief, 
a man whom we did not see, as he is out fighting* 
and was killed soon after ; and Mahserassa, or Tail 
of the Calumet Bird. In the fifth village we made a 
first chief, Eapanopa, or Red Shield; a second chief, 
Wankerassa, or Two-tailed Calumet Bird, both 
voung chiefs. Other persons of distinction are, Sha- 
bakohopinnee, or Little Wolfs Medicihe ; Ahratta* 
namockshe, or Wolfman Chief, who is now at war, 
and is the son of the old chief we have mentioned, 
whose name is Caltahcota, or Cherry on a Bush. 

" The presents intended for the grand chief of the 
Minnetarees, who was not at the council, were 
sent to him by the old chief Caltahcota ; and we de< 
livered to a young chief those intended for the 
chief of the Ipwer village. The council was con- 
cluded by a shot frqm our swivel, and, after firing 
the air-gun for their amusement, they retired to de- 
liberate on the ansWer which they are to give to- 
morrow. 

** In the evening the prairie took fire, either by 
accident or design, and burned with great fury, the 
whole plain being enveloped in fiames. So rapid 
was its progress that a man and a woitoan were burn- 
ed to death before they could reach a place of safe- 
ty ; another man, with his wife and child, were much 
tmrned, and several other persons narrowly escaped 
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destruction. Among the rest, a boy of the loM" 
white breed escaped unhurt in the midst of the 
flames ; his safety was ascribed to the great medicine 
spirit, who had preserved him on account of his be- 
ing white. But a much more natural cause was 
the presence of niind of his mother, who, seeing no 
hopes of carrying off her son^ threw hini oh the 
ground, and, covering him with the' fresh hide of a 
buffalo, escaped herself from the flames. As soon 
as the fire had passed, she returned and found hina 
untouched, the skin having prevented the flame 
from reaching the grass on which he lay. 

" October 30. We were this morning visited by- 
two persons from the lower village : one, the 9^ 
White, the chief of the village ; the other, the Chay- 
enne, called the Pig Man : they had been hunting, 
arid did not return yesterday early enough to attend 
the council. At their request we repeated part of 
our speech of yesterday, and put the medal round 
the neck of the chief. Ckptain Clarke took a pi- 
rogue and went up the river in search of a good 
wintering-place, and returned after going seven 
miles to the lower point of an island on the north 
side, about one mile in length/ He found the banks 
on the north side high, with coal occasionally, and 
the country fine on all sides ; but the want of wood, 
and the scarcity of game up the river, induced us to 
decide on fixing ourselves low'er down during the 
Ivinter. In the evening our men danced among 
themselves, to the great amusement of the Indians. 

" October 3L A second chief atriVed this morn- 
ing with an invitation from the grand chief of the 
Mandans to come to his village, ^ere he wished to 
present some com to us, and to sbeak with us. 
Captain Clarke walked down to his village. He was 
first seated with great ceremony on a robe by the side 
of the <5hief, who then threw over his shoulders an- 
other robe handsomely ornamented ; the pipe was 
then smoked with several of the old men, wbo 
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were seated around the chief. After some time he 
began, his discourse by observing that he beUeved 
whsLi We had told him, and that they should enjoy 
peace, which would gratify him as well as his peo- 
ple, because they could then hunt without fear of 
being attacked, and the women mi^t work in tlw 
fields without looking every moment for the enemy, 
and at night put off their moccasins : a phrase by 
which is conveyed the idea of security, when the 
womei^ could undress at night without fear of at- 
tack. As to the Ricaras, he continued, in order to 
show you that we wish peace with all men, that 
chief, pointing to his second chief, will go with 
some warriors back to the Ricaras with their chief 
now here, and smoke with that nation. When we 
heard of your coming, all the nations aroOnd return- 
ed from their hunting to eee you, in hopes of re- 
ceiving large presents; all are disappomted, and 
some discontented ; for his part, he was not much 
80, though his village was. He added that he would 

So and see his great father the president. Two of 
le steel-traps stolen from the Frenchmen were 
then laid before Captain Clarke, and the women 
brought about twelve bushels of corn. After the 
chief had finished. Captain Clarke made an answer 
to the speech, and then returned to the boat, where 
he found the chief of the third village and Kagoha- 
mi, the Little Raven, who smoked and talked about 
an hour. After they left the boat the grand chief 
of the Mandans came dressed in the clothes we had 
given him, with his two children, and begged to see 
the men dance, in which they willingly gratified him. 
^ November 1. Mr. M'Cracken, the trader whom 
we found here, set out to-day on his return to the 
British fort and factory on the Assiniboin River, 
about one hundred and fifty miles from this place. 
He took a letter from Captain Lewis to the North- 
west Company, enclosing^ a copy of the passpoft 
granted by the British minister in the United States. 
L3 
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At ten o'clock the cbic£s of the lowtt viliaf e am- 
▼ed; they requested that we would call at their 
▼Ulage for some corn ; s&id that they were willing 
to oiake peace with the Ricacas; that they had neyqr 
provoked the war between them; but as the Ricams 
had killed some of their ohieisf they bad retaliated on 
them; that they had killed them like birds till they 
were tired of killing them, so that they would send 
a chief and some warriors, to smoke with them, in 
the evening we dropped down to the lower Tillage, 
where Captain Lewis went on shote, and Captain 
Clarke proceeded to a pointof wood on the north side. 

" November 2. He therefore went up to the vil- 
lage, where eleven bushel& of corn were presented 
:to him> In the mean time Captain Clarke wen^ 
down. with the boatA three joniles, and, having found 
a good position where- there ,was plenty of timber, 
encan^)ed, and began to fell trees to build our huta 
Our Ricara chief set out with one Mandan chiefi and 
several Minnetaree and Maudaa warriors : the wind 
was from the southeast, and the weather being fine, 
a crowd of Indians came down to visit us. 

'* November 3. We now began the building of our 
cabins, and the Frenchmen who were to" return -to 
St. Louis are building a pirogue for the purpose. 
Wc sent six men in a pirogue to hunt down the 
-river. We were also fortunate enough to engage in 
jour service a Canadian Frenchman, who had been 
^ith the Cfaa3renne Indians, on the Black Mountains, 
und last summer descended thence by. the Little 
Missouri. M. Jessaume, our interpreter, also came 
down with his squaw and children to live at ow 
camp. In the evening we received a vi^it ftt>m Ka- 
gohami, or Little Raven, whose wife, accompanied 
.him, bringing aJboui sixty poands' weight, of dried 
meat, a robe, and a pot of meal. We gave him, in 
return, a piece of tobacco, to his wife an axe and a 
Jew small articles, and both of them spent the night 
at our camp. Two beavers were caught in tBapa 
this morning. 
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*' November 4. We continued ottr labonn^ the 
timber whioU we employ is large and heary^ and 
consists chiefly of cottonwood and ^ra, with boom 
ash of an inferior size. Great numbers of the In- 
dians pass oiur camp on their hunting excursions : 
the day was clear and pleasant } hot last mgfat was 
very cold, and there was a white frosts 

*' November 5. The Indians are all out on their 
bunting parties : a camp of Mandans caught within 
4wo days one hundred goats a short distance below 
OS. Their mode of iiunting ihem is to form a laigs 
strong pen or fold, from whidi a £ence, made of 
bushes, gradually widens on each side : the antraals 
are surrounded by the hunters, and gently diivea 
iowards this pen, in which they imperceptibly find 
themselves enclosed, and are then at the mercy of 
the hunters. The weather is cloudy, and the wind 
moderate from the northwest. Late at night we 
were awakened by the sergeant on guard, to see 
the beautiful phenomenon called the northern ligiil. 
Along the northern sky was a large space, occapied 
t^ a light of a pale but briUiaiit white colour, whicli» 
•nsing from the horizon, ezitended itself to hearly 
twenty degrees above it. After glittering for some 
time, its colours would be overcast, and almost ob- 
scured, but again it would burst out with renewed 
beauty : the uniform coloar was pale light, but its 
shapes were various and fantastic. At times the 
sky w;as lined with light-coloured streaks, rising 
perpendicularly from the horiapn, and gradually ex- 
panding' into a body of light, in which we could 
trace the floating columns sometimes advancing, 
sometimes retreating, and shs^ng into infinite 
Ibrms the space in which they moved. It aU faded 
away before the morning. 

"November O. M. Gravelines, and four others 
who came with us^ returned to th^ Ricaras in a 
small pirogue: we gave him directions to accom- 
pany some of the Ricara chiefs to the seat of gov* 
emment in the spring. 
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** November 7. The day was temperate, but elondy 
and foggy,' and we were enabled to go on with our 
work with much expedition. 

"November 8. The morning again ch>udy: our 
huts advance yery well, and we are visited by nam* 
bers of Indians, who come to let their horses graze 
near us. In the day the horses are let loose in quest 
of grass ; in the night they are collected, and receive 
an armful of small boughs of the cbttonwood, whidi, 
being very juicy, soft, and brittle, form nutritious 
end agreeable K>od. The frost this morning was 
very severe, the weather durii^ the day cloudy, and 
the wind from the northwest We procured from 
an Indian a weasel, perfectly white except the ex- 
tremity of the tail, which was black. Great num- 
bers of wild geese are passing to the south', but their 
flight is too high for us to procure any of them; 

'* November 10. We had again a raw day, a north- 
west wind, but rose eariy in the hope of finishing 
mur work before the extreme cold begins. A chieiy 
who is a half Pawnee, came to us and brought a 
present of half a buffalo, in return for which we 
ffave him some small presaits, and a few articles to 
nis wife and son. He then crossed the river ia ii 
buf&k>*skin canoe : his wife took the boat on her 
back, and carried it to Uie village, three miles off. 
Large flocks of geese and brant, and also a few 
ducks, are passing towards the south. 

"November 11. The weather is cold. We re- 
ceived the visit of two sauaws, prisoners from the 
Rock Mountains, and purchased by Chaboneau. The 
Mandans at this time are oat hunting the buffalo. 

" November 13. The last night has been cold» and 
this morning we had a very hard frost : the wibd 
changeable during the day, and some ice appears on 
the eages of the rivers ; swans, too, are passing to 
the south. The Big White came down to us, hav- 
ing packed on the back of his squaw about one huB- 
diea pounds of very flue meat, for which we gave 
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Jbifia, as well as the squaw, some presents, particih 
lady an axe to tl^e woman, with which she was very 
much pleased. 

"November 13. We this momin|j unloaded the 
boat, and stowed away the contents m a storehouse 
which we have built. At half past ten ice began to 
flow do wn the river for the first time, In the course 
of the morning we were visited by the Black Cat, 
Poscapsahe, who brought an Assiniboiii chief and 
spven warriors to see us. This man, whose namo 
is Checbawk, js a chief of one out of three bands of 
Assiniboins, who wander over the plains between 
the Missouri and Assiniboin during the summer, and 
in the winter carry the spoils of their hunting to the 
traders on the Assiniboin River, and occasionally 
come to this place : the whole three bands consist 
of ahOMt eight hundred men. We gave him a twist 
of tobacco to smoke with his people, and a gold cord 
for himself: the Sioux also asked for whiskey, 
which ive refused to give them. It snowed all day, 
8Ad the air was very* cold, 

** November 14. The river rdse last night half an 
inch, and is now filled with floating ice : this morn- 
ing was cloudy, with §ome snow. About seventy 
lodges of Assiniboins and son^ Knistenaux are at 
the Mandan village ; and, this being the day of ado^)- 
tion and exchange of property between them all, it 
i^ accompanied by a dance, which prevents our see- 
ing more than twa Indians to-day. These Kniste- 
naux are a band of Chippeways, whose language 
tliey speak : they live on the Assiniboin and Saska- 
9hawan Rivers, a^are about two hundred and fort^ 
men. We sent a man down on horseback to see 
what had become of our hunters, and,^ as w:e appre- 
hend a failure of provisions^ we have recourse to 
our pork this evening. Two Frenchmen who had 
been below returned with twenty beaver, which they 
had caught in traps. 
. " November 16. The morning again cloudy, ^d 
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the ice running thicker than yeisterday, the wiai 
varisj^le. The man came' back with informatiott 
that our hunters were about thirty miles below, and 
we immediately sent an order to them to make their 
way through the floating ice, to assist them in which 
we sent some tin for the bow of the {nrogue, and a 
tow-rope. The ceremony of yesterday seems to 
continue s^U, for we were not visited by a single 
Indian. The swan are still passing to the south. 

" November 16. We had a very hard white frost 
this morning; the trees are all covered with ice« 
and the weather cloudy. The men this day moved 
into the huts, although they are not finished. In 
the evening some horses were sent down to the 
woods near us, in oi^der to prevent their being stolen 
by the Assiniboins^With whom some difficulty is now 
apprehended. An Indian came down with four buf- 
falo robes and some com, whic^ he dffered for a 
pistol, but was refused. j 

" November 17. I^ast night was very cold, and the 
ice in the river to-day is thicker than hitherto. We 
are totally occupied with our hutsj but received vis- 
its from several Indians. ' . 

" November 18. To-day we had a cold windy 
morning : the Black Cat came to see us, and occu- 
pied us for a long time with questions op the usages 
of our country. He mentioned that a council had 
been held yesterday to deliberate on the state of 
their affairs. It seems that, not long ago, a party of 
Sioux fell in with some horses belonging to the M in- 
etarees, and carried them off; but in their flight they 
were met by some Assiniboins, who killed the Sioux 
and kept the horses. A Frenchman, too, who had 
lived many years among the Mandans, was lately 
killed on his route to the British Factory on the As- 
siniboin : some smaller differences existed l^etween 
the two nations, all of which being discussed, the 
council decided that they would not resent the rs* 
cent insults from the Assiniboins and Knistenaux 
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imtil they bad seen whether we had deceived them 
or not in our promises of furnishing them with arms 
and ammunition. They had been disappointed in 
their hopes of receiving them from Mr. Evans, and 
were afraid that we; too, like him, might teQ them 
what was not true. We advised them to continue 
at peace; that supplies of every kii\d would no doubt 
arrive for them, but that time was necessary to or- 
ganize the trade. The fact is, that the Assiniboins 
treat the Mandans as the Sioux do the Ricaras : by 
their vicinity to the British they get all the supplies, 
which they withhold or give at pleasure to the re- 
moter Indians; the consequence is, that, however 
badly, treated, the Mandans and Ricaras are very 
slow to retaliate, lest they should lose their trade 
altogether. 

"November 19. The ice continues to float in the 
river, the wind high from the northwest, and the 
weather cold. Our hunters arrived from their exr 
cursion below, and bring a very line supply of thir- 
ty-two deer, eleven elk, and ^ve buffaloes, all of 
which were hung in a smokehouse. 

" November 20. We this day moved into our huts, 
which are now completed. This place, which we 
^all Fort Mandan, ia situated on a point of low 
ground on the north side of the Missouri, coveted 
9 with tall and heavy cottonwood. The works con- 
sist of two rows of huts or sheds, forming an angle 
where they join each other ; each row containing 
four rooms, of fourteen feet square aiid seven feet 
high^ with plank ceiling, and the roof slanting so as 
to form a loft above the rooms, the highest part of 
which is eighteen feet from the ground. The backs 
of the huts form a wall of that height, and opposite 
the angle the place pf the wall is supplied by picket- 
ing. In the area are two rooms for stores and pro- 
visions. The latitude, by observation, is 47° 2V 47'^ 
and the computed distance from the mouth of the 
Missouri sixteen hundred miles. 
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" In the course of the day several Indians came 
down to partake of our fresh meat ; among the rest, 
three chiefs of the second Mandan village. They 
inform us that the Sioux on the Missouri, above the 
Chayenne River, threaten to attack thetn this win- 
ter ; that these Sioux are much irritated at the Ric- 
aras for having made peace through oar means 
with the Mandans, and have lately ill-treated three 
Ricaras, who carried the pipe of peace to them, by 
beating them, and taking away their horses. We 
gave them assurances that%e would protect them 
from all their enemies. 

" November ^1. The weather was this day fine, 
the riv^r clear of ice, and rising a little. We are 
now settled in our new winter habitation, and shall 
wait with much anxiety the first return of spring to 
continue our journey. 

" The villages near which we are established are 
^ye in number, and are the residence of three dis- 
tinct nations : the Mandans, the Ahnahaways, and 
the Minetarees. The. history of the Mandans, as 
W6 received it from our interpreters and from the 
chiefs themselves, and ^s it is attested by existing 
monuments, illustrates, more than that of any other, 
the unsteady movements and the tottering fortunes 
ol; the American nations. Within the recollection 
of living witnesses, the Mandans were settled, forty* 
years ago, in nine villages (the ruins of which we 
passed about eighty miles below), situated seven on 
the west and two on the east side of the Missouri. 
The two finding themselves wasting away before 
the smallpox and the Sioux, united into one village, 
and moved up the river opposite to the Ricaras. 
The same causes reduced tne remaining seven to 
tve villages, till at length they emigrated in a' body 
to the Ricara nation, where they formed themselves 
into two villages, and joined thdse of their country- 
men who had gone before them. In their new resi- 
dence they were still insecure, and at length the 
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three villages ascended the MiS'souri to their pres- 
ent position. The two who had emigrated together 
settled in the two villages on the northwest side 
of the Missouri, while the single village took a 
position on the southeast side. In this situation 
they were found by those who visited them in 1796, 
since which the two villages have united into one. 
They are now in two villages, one on the southeast 
of the Missouri, the other on the opposite side, and 
at the distance of three miles across. The first, in 
an open plain, contains about forty or fifty lodges, 
built in the same way as those of the Ricaras ; the 
second, the same number ; and both may raise' about 
three hundred and fifty men. 

" On the same side of the river, and at the dis- 
tance of four miles from the lower Mandan village, 
is another, called Mahaha. It is situatsd on a high 
plain, at the mouth of Knife River, and is the resi- 
dence of the Ahnahaways. This nation, whose 
name indicates that they were "people whose vil- 
lage is on a hill," formerly resid^ on the Missouri, 
a)K>ut thirty miles below where they now live. The 
Assiniboins and Sioux forced them to a spot five 
miles higher, where the greatest part of them were 
put to death, and the rest emigrated to their present 
situation, in order to obtain an asylum near the 
Minnetarees. They are called by the French, Sou- 
lier Noir, or Black Shoe Indians ; by the Mandans, 
Wattasoons ; and their wholfe force is about fifty men. 

" On the south side of the same Knife River, half 
a mile above the Mah^^ha, and in the same open 
plain with it, is a village of the Minnetarees, sur- 
named Metaharta, who are about one hundred and 
fifty men iit number. On the opposite side of Knife 
River, and one and a half miles above this village, is 
a second of Minrletarees, who may be considered as 
the proper Minnetaree nation. It is situated in a 
beautiful low plain, and contains four hundred and 
fifty warriors. The accounts which we received of 
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the Minn^tarees were contradictory. Tbe Mandang 
say that this people came out of the water to the 
Ea!st, and settled near them in their former estab^ 
lishment in nine villages ; that they were very nu^ 
roerouSy and fixed themselves in one village on the 
southern side of the Missouri. A quarrel about a 
buffalo divided the nation, of which two bands went 
into the plains, and were known by the name of 
Crow and Paunch Indians, and the rest moved to 
their present establishment. The Minnetarees prop- 
er assert, on the contrary, that they grew where 
they now live, and will never emigrate from th€ 
spot, the Great Spirit having declared that if they 
moved they would all die. They also say that the 
]\|innetarees Metaharta, that is, Minnetarees of the 
Willows, whose language, with very little variation^ 
is their own, came many years ago from the plaiiis» 
and settled near them ;«. and perhajps the two tradir 
tions may be reconciled by the natural presumption 
that these Minnetarees were the tribe known to the 
Mandans below, and that they ascended the river for 
the purpose of rejoining the Minnetarees proper. 
These Minnetarees are part of the great nation 
called Fall Indians, who occupy the intermediate 
country between the Missouri and the Saskashawaot 
and who are known by the name of Minnetarees df 
the Missouri and Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie; 
that is, residing near, or, rather, frequenting the es- 
tablishment in \lie prairie on the Saskashawan. 
These Minnetarees, indeed, told us that they had 
relations on the Saskashawan, whom thev had nev- 
er known till they met theni in war ; and, having ea* 
gaged in the night, were astonished at discovering 
U)at they were fighting with men who spoke their 
own language. The name of Gros Ventres,' or Big 
Bellies, is give^ to these Minnetarees, as well as to 
all the Fall Indians. The inhabitants of these five 
villages, all of whicl^ are within the distance of six 
miles, live in harmony with each other. The Ah- 
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Bikaways understand, in part, the language of the 
Minnetarees; the dialect of the Mandans differs 
wklely from both ; bat their long residence together 
has insensibly blended their manners, aild occasion- 
ed some approximation in language, particularly as 
to objects of daily occurrence, and obvious to the 
senses. 

*' November 23. The morning was fine and the 
day warm. We parchased from the Mandans a 
quantity of com of a mixed colour, which they dug 
up in ears from holes made near the front of their 
lodges, in which it is buried during the winter. This 
morning the sentinel informed us that an Indian 
wias about to kill his wife near the fort : we went 
down to the house of our interpreter, where we 
found the parties, and, after forbidding any violence, 
inquired into the cause of his intending to commit 
such an atrocity. It appeared that some days ago 
a quarrel had taken place between him and his wife, 
in eonsequence of which she had taken refuge in 
the house where the two squaws of our interpreter 
lived. By running away she forfeited her life, which 
might have been lawnilly taken by the husband. 
Al^t^wo days ago she had returned to the village, 
but the same evening came back to the fort, much 
beaten, and stabbed m three places ; and the hus- 
band came now for the purpose of completing his 
vevenge." • * • " We gave him a few presents, and 
tried to persuade him to take his wife home : the 
grand chief, too, happened to arrive at the sanie mo- 
ment, and reproached him with his violence, till at 
length they went off together, but by no means in a 
state of muclr apparent love.'* 

Nothing particularly interesting occurred for sev^ 
eral days. Their huts were completed on the 25th, 
and it set in intensely cold immediately after. On 
the 37th, Captain Lewis; who had been absent on a 
▼isit to the Indian villages, '* returned with two 
chiefs,. Mahnotah, an Ahnahaway, and Minnessurra- 
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lee, & Minnet^ree, and a tljird warrior. They ex- 
plained to us,'* continues the narratiye, " that the 
reason of their not having come to see us was, thaC 
the Mandans had told them that we meant to com- 
bine with the Sioux, and cut them off in the course 
of the winter: a suspicion increased by the strength 
of the fort, and the circumstance of our interpreters 
having both removed there with their families. 
These reports we did not fail to disprove to their 
entire satisfaction ; and amused them by every at- 
tention, particularly by the dancing of the men^ 
which diverted them highly. All the Indians whom 
Gaptain Lewis had visited were very well disposed, 
and received him with great kindness, except a prin- 
cipal chief of one of the upper villages, named Mab- 
pahpaparapassatoo, or Hoined Weasel, who made 
use of the civilized indecorum of refusing to be seen $ 
and, when Captain Lewis called, he was told the 
chief was not at home^ In the course of the day 
seven of the Northwest Company's traders arrived 
from the Assiniboin River, and one of their interpret- 
ers having u|idertaken to circulate among the In- 
dians unfavourable reports, it became necessary to 
warn them of the consequences, if they did not de- 
sist from such proceedings. The river fell two 
inches to-day, and the^weather became very cold. 

** November 38. About eight o'clock last evening 
it began to snow, and continued till daybreak, after 
which it ceased till seven o'clock, but then resumed, 
and contmued during the day, the weather being 
cold, and the river full of floating ice. About eight 
o'clock Poscopsahe came down to visit us, with 
some warriors : we gave them presents, and enter- 
tained them with idl that might amuse their curios- 
ity, and at parting we told them that we had heard 
of the British trader, M. Laroche, having attempted 
to distribute medals and flags among them, but that 
those medals could not be received A'om any other 
than the American nation without incurring the di»- 
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pleasure of their great father, the president They 
left us much pleased with their treatment. 

" November 29. The wind is again from thenorth-t 
west, the weather cold, and the snow which fell yes^ 
terday and last night is thirteen inches in depth. 
The river closed during the night at the village 
Hbove, and fell two feet ; but this afternoon it began 
to rise a little. M. Laroche, the principal of the 
eeven traders^ eame with one of his men to see us; 
We told him that we should not permit him to give 
medals and flags to the Indians ; he declared that Y» 
had no sudi intention, and we then suffered him to 
make use of one of our interpreters, on his stipula* 
ting not to touch any subject but that of his traffic 
with them. An unfortunate accident occurred to 
Sergeant Pryor, who, in taking down the boat's maSti 
dislocated his shoulder; nor was it till after four tri^ 
als- that we replaced it. 

"November 30. About eight o'clock an Indian 
eame to the opposite bank of the river, calling our 
that he had something important to communicate ; 
aiKt, on sending for him, he told us that five Mandans 
had been met about eight leagues to the southwest 
by a party of Sioux, who had killed one of them, 
wounded two, and taken nine horses ; that four of 
tlie Wattasoons were missing, and that the Man* 
dans expected an attack. We thought this an excel- 
lent opportunity to discountenance the injurious re- 
ports against us, and to fix the wavering confidence 
of the nation. ' Captain Clarke, therefore, instantly 
crossed the river with twenty-three men, strongly 
armed, and, circling the town, approached it from 
behind. His unexpected appearance surprised and 
alarmed the chiefs, who came out to meet him, and 
conducted him to the village. He then told them 
thai, having heard of the outrage just committed, he 
had come to assist his dutiful children ; that if they 
would assemble their warriors and those of the na- 
tion, he would lead them against the Sioux, and 
MS 
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ayenge the blood of their countrymen. After aom^ 
nuDutes^ conversation, Oheenaw, the Chayeime, 
arose : ' We now see,' he said, ' that what -you haye 
told us is true, since, as soon as our enemies threaten 
to attack us, you 9ome to protect us, and are ready 
to clrastise those who have spilled our blood. We 
did, indeed, listen to your good talk ; for when yo« 
told us that the other nations were inclined to p^ce 
with us, we went out carelessly, in small parties, 
and some have been killed by the Sioux and Ric- 
aras. But I knew that the Ricaras were liars, and 
I told their chief who accompanied you that his 
whole nation were liars and bad men ; that we had 
several times made a peace with them, which they 
were the first to break ; that, whenever we pleased, 
we might shoot them like buffalo, but that we had 
BO wish to kill them ; that we would not suffer them 
to kill us, nor steal our horses ; and that, although 
we agreed to make peace with them because our 
two fathers desired it, yet we did not believe that 
they would be faithful long. Such, father, was my 
language to them in your presence, and you see 
that, instead of listening to your good counsels, .they 
have spilled our blood. A few days ago two Ricaras 
came h^re, and told us that two of their villages were 
making moccasins; that the Sioux were stirring 
them up against us ; and that we ought to take care 
of our horses. Yet these very Ricaras we sent 
home as soon as the news reached us to-day^ lest 
our people should kill them in the first- moment of 
grief for their murdered relatives. Four of the Wat- 
tasoons, whom we expected back in sixteen days, 
have been absent twenty-four, and we fear have fall- 
en. But, father, the snow is now deqp, the weath- 
er cold, and our horses cannot travel through the 
plains : the murderers have gone Off. If you will 
conduct us in the spring, when the snow has disap- 
peared, we will assemble all the surrounding war- 
nors, and follow you.' 
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** Captain Clarke replied tbat we were always 
willing and able to defend them ; that he was sorry 
ihe snow prevented their marching to meet the Si- 
oux, since he wished to show them that the war- 
riors of their gr^at father would chastise the ene- 
mies of his obedient children who opened their eaiB 
to his advice; that if some Ricaras had joined the 
Sioux, they should remember that there were bad 
nien in every nation, and that they should not be o^ 
fended at the Ricaras till they saw whether these 
in-disposed men were countenanced by the whole 
tribe : that the Sioux possessed great influence over 
the Ricaras, whom they supplied with military stores, 
and sometimes led them astray, because they weiB 
afraid to oppose them ; but that this should be the 
less offensive, since the Mandans themselves were 
under the same apprehensions from the Assiniboins 
and Kttistenaux ; and that, while they were thus de- 
pendant, both the Ricaras ai^ Mandans ought to 
keep on terms with their powerful neighbours, 
whom they may afterward set at defiance, when we 
shall supply them with arms, and take them under 
our protection. 

^ After two hours' conversation Captain Clarke 
left the village. The chief repeatedly thanked him' 
for the fatherly protection he had given them, ob- 
serving that the whole village had been weeping all 
night and day for the brave young man who had been 
elaiB, but now they would wipe their eyes and weep 
no more, as they saw that their father would protect 
them. He then crossed the river on the ice, and re- 
turned on the north side to the fort. The day as 
well as the evening was cold, and the river rose to 
its former height. 

*• December 1. The wind was from the northwest, 
and the whole party engaged iti picketing the fort. 
About ten o'clock, the half brother of the man who 
had been killed came to inform us that six Shar- 
lias, or Chayeime Indians, had arrived, bringing a 
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pipe of peioie, and that their nation was three days' 
march behind them. Three Pawnees had acoom- 
panied the Shaihad ; and the Mandans, being afraid 
of the Sharhas on account of their being at peace 
^th the Sioux, wished to put both them and the 
tlnree Pawnees to death ; but the chiefs had forbid- 
den it, as it would be contrary to our wishes. We 
gave him a present of tobacco ; and although, from 
is connexion with the sufferer, he was more imbit- 
tered against the Pawnees than any other Mandan, 
yet he seemed perfectly well satisfied with oor pa- 
cific counsels and advice. The Mandakis, we ob- 
serve, call all the Ricaras by the name of Pawnees ; 
the name of Ricaras being that by which the nation 
distinguishes itself. 

^ In the evening we were visited by a Mr. Hender- 
son, who came fVom the Hudson's Bay Company to 
trade with the Minnetarees. He had been about 
eight days on his route, in a direction nearly soetb, 
and brought with him tobacco, beads, and other mer- 
onandise, to trade for furs, and a few guns, whic^ 
ute to be exdianged for horses. 

«< December 2. The latter part of the evening was 
warm, and a thaw continued till the morning, when 
tiie wihd shifted to the north. At eleven o'clock 
fihe chiefs of the lower village brought down four of 
Ihe Sharhas. We explained to them our intentions, 
and advised them to remain at peace with each otb- 
|Br : we also gave them a flag, some tobacco, and a 
speech for their nation. These were accompanied 
by a letter to Messrs. Tabeau and Graveliiies at the 
Ricara village, requesting' them to preserve peace 
if possible, and to declare the part wnichwe should 
be forced to take if the Ricaras and Sioux made 
war on those whom we bad adopted After di^trib- 
uting a few presents to the Sharhas and Mandans, 
^«nd showing them our * curiosities, we dismissed 
them, apparently well pleased at thdr rebeption. 
'' December 3. Thb morniiig»im^ fine/itbvit m 
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the afternoon Che weather became cold, with the 
wind from the northwest. The father of the Man- 
dan who was killed brought us a present of dried 
pumpkins and some pemitigon, for which we gave 
him some small artictes. . Our ofifer of assistance to 
avenge the death of his son seemed to have pro- 
duced a grateful respect from him, as well as from 
the brother of the deceased, which pleased us much. 
*' December 4. The wind continues from the north- 
west, the weather cloudy and raw, and the river rose 
one inch, Oscapsahe and two young chiefs pass 
the day with us. The whole religion of the Man- 
dans consists in the belief of one Great Spirit pre- 
siding over their destinies. This being must be in 
the nature of a good genius, since it is associated 
with the healing art, and the gieat spirit is synony^ 
mous with great medicine, a name also applied to 
everything which they do not comprehend. Every 
individual selects for himself the particular object of 
his devotion, which is termed his medicine, and is ei- 
ther some invisible being, or, more commonly, some 
animal, which thenceforward becomes his protector* 
or his intercessor with the Great. Spirit; to propiti- 
ate whom every attention is lavished, and every per- 
sonal consideration is sacrificed. 'I was lately 
owner of seventeen horses,' said a Mandan to us one 
day, 'but I have offered them all up to my medicine, 
and am now poor.' He had, in reality, taken all his 
wealth— his horses — into the plain, aud, turning them 
loose, committed them to the care of his medicifle, 
and abandoned them forever." • * * " Their beUef in 
a future state is connected with this tradition of their 
origin : The whole nation resided in one large vil- 
lage under grodnd, near a subterraneous lake. A 
grape-vine extended its roots down to their habita- 
tion, and gave them a viev^ of the h'ght. Some of 
the most adventurous, climbed up the vine, and were 
delighted with the sight of the earth, which they 
found covered with buffalo, and rich with every kind 
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of fhiiU. Returning with the grapes they had galk- 
•ered, their countrymen were so pleased with the 
taste of them, that the whole nation resolved to 
leave their dull residence for the charms of the up- 
per region. Men, women, and children ascended by 
means of the vine ; hut when about half the nation 
had reached the surface of ^e earth, a corpulent 
women, who was clambering up the vine, broke it 
with her weight, and closed upon herself and the 
rest of the nation the light of the sun. Those who 
were left on the earth made a village below, where 
we saw. the nine villages; and when the Mandans 
die they expect to return to the original seats of 
t^eir forefathers, the good reaching the ancient vil- 
lage hv means of the lake, which the burden of the 
sins of the wicked will not enable them to cross." 

The frost increased, the thermometer standing at 
ten degrees above zero. " On the 7th,'* the narra- 
tive continues, " Shahaka, the chief of the' loww 
village, came to apprize us that the buffalo were 
aiMir, and that his people were waiting for us to join 
them in the chase. Captain Claike, with fifteen men, 
went out, and found the Indians engaged in killing 
the buffalo. The hunters, mounted on horseback, 
and armed with bows and arrows, encircle the herd, 
and gradually drive them into a plain, or an open 
f4ace fit for the movements of horse. They tmi 
ride among them, and, singling out a bnflalo, a fe- 
male being preferred, go as close as possible, and 
wound her with arrows till they think they have 
^ven the mortal stroke ; when they pursue another, 
till the quiver is exhausted. If, which rarely hap- 
pens, the wounded buffalo attacks the hunter, he 
evades the blow by the agility of his horse, which 
is trained for the combat with great dexterity. 
When they have killed the requisite number, they 
collect the game, and the squaws and attendants 
come up from the rear, and skin and dress the ani- 
mals. Captain Clarke killed ten buffalo, of which 
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the ofily were brought to the fort, the rest (which 
eoald not be eonreyecl home) being seized by the 
Indians; anoong whom the custom is, that when- 
ever a buffalo is found dead, without any arrow or 
particular niark, he is the property of the finder ; so 
that often a hunter secures scarcely any of the game 
he kills, if the arrow happens to fall off. Whatever 
is left out at night falls to the share of the wolves, 
who are the constant and numerous attendants of 
the buffalo. The river closed opposite the fort last 
night an inch and a half in thickness. In the morn- 
ing the thermometer stood at one degree below zero. 
Three men were badly frostbitten in consequence 
of their exposure. 

** December 8. The thermometer stood at twelve 
degrees below zero, that is, at forty-two degrees be- 
low the freezing point : the wind was from the north- 
west. Captain Lewis, with fifteen men, went out to 
himt the buffalo, great numbers of which darkened' 
the prairies for a considerable distance. They did 
AOt return till after dark, having killed eight buffalo 
and one deer. The hunt was, however, very fa- 
tiguing, as they were obliged to make a circuit to 
the distance of more than seven miles. The cold» 
too, was so exeeasive, that the air was filled with icy 
particles resembling a fog, and the snow was gen- 
etal^ six or eight inches deep, and sometimes eigh- 
teen; in consequence of which, two of the party were 
hurt by falls, and several had their feet frostbitten. 

** December 9. The wind was this day from the 
east, the thermometer at seven degrees above ze^, 
and the sun shone elear : two chiefs visited us,, one 
in a sleigh drawn Ivy a dog, and loaded with meat. 

'' December 10. Captain Clarke, who had cone out 
yesterday with eighteen men to bring in the meat 
we had killed the day before and to continue the 
hunt, came in at twelve o'clock. After killing nine 
buffalo, and preparing that already dead, he had spent 
a cold, disagreeable night on the snow, with no cov- 
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ering but a small blanket, sheltered by the hides of 
the buffalo they had killed. We observe large herds 
of buffalo crossing the river on the ice. The men 
who were frostbitten are recovering; but the weath- 
er is still exceedingly cold, the wind being from the 
north, and the thermometer at ten and eleven de- 
grees below zero : the rise of the river is one inch 
and a half. 

" December 11. The weather became so intense- 
ly cold, that we sent for all the hunters who had re- 
mained out with Captain Clarke's party, and they 
returned in the evening, several of them frosttntten. 
The wind was from the north, and the thermometer 
at sunrise stood at twenty-one below zero, the ice 
in the atmosphere being so thick as to render the 
weather hazy, and give the appearance of two sims 
reflecting each other. The river continues at » 
staii^. Pocapsahe made us a- visit to-day. 

" December 12. The wind is still from the north, 
the thermometer being at sunrise thirty-eight de- 
grees below zero. One of the Ahnaha ways brought 
us down the half of an antelope killed near the fort. 
We had been informed that all these animals return 
to the Black Mountains ; but there are great num- 
bers of them about us at this season, which we might 
easily kill, but are unwilling to venture oul before 
our constitutions are hardened gradually to the cli- 
mate. We measured the nver on the ice, and find 
it five hundred yards wide immediately opposite the 
fort." * • • 

** December 14. The morning was fine, and the 
weather having moderated so far that the mercury 
stood at zero, Captain Lewis went down with a par- 
ty to hunt. They proceeded about eighteen miles ; 
but, the buffalo having left the banks of the river, 
they saw only two, which were so poor as not to be 
worth kiUing, and shot two deer. Notwithstanding 
the snow, we were visited by a large number of tht 
Mandans." * * • 
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"December 16. The morning is clear and cold, 
the mercary at sunrise^SSo below zero. A Mr. Ha- 
ney, with two other persons from the British estab- 
lishment on the Assiniboin, arrived in six days, with 
a letter from Mr. Charles ChabouiUes, one of the 
company, who, with much politeness, offered to ren- 
der us any service in his power. 

" December 17. The weather to-day was colder 
than any we had yet experienced, the thermometer 
at sunrise being 45"^ below zero, and about eight 
o^clock it fell to 74° below the freezing point. From 
Mr. Haney, who is a very sensible, intelligent man, 
we obtained much geographical information with re- 
gard to the country between the Missouri and Missis- 
sippi, and the various tribes of Sioux who inhabit it. 

^' December 18. The thermometer at sunrise was 
32^ below zero. The Indians had invited us yes- 
terday to join their chase to-day, but the seven men 
whom we sent returned in consequence of the cold, 
which was so severe last night that we were obli- 
ged to have the sentinel relieved every half hour. 
The Northwest traders, however, left us on their 
return home. 

" December 19. The weather moderated, and the 
river rose a little, so that we were enabled to con- 
tinue the picketing of the fort. Notwithstanding the 
extreme cold, we observed the Indians at the village 
engaged out in the open air, at a game which resem- 
bled billiards more than anything we had seen, and 
which, we were inclined to suspect, might have been 
acquired by ancient intercourse with the French of 
Canada. From the first to the second chief's lodge, 
a distance of about fifty yards was covered with 
timber, smoothed and joined so as to be as level as 
the floor of one of our houses, with a battery at the 
end to stop the rings. These rings were of clay- 
stone, and fiat like the checkers for draughts ; and 
the sticks were about four feet long, with two short 
pieces at one end in the form of a mace, so fixed 
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that the whole would slide along the board. Two 
men fix themselves at one end, each provided with 
a stick, and one of them with a ring : they then run 
along the board, and about half way slide the sticks 
after the ring. 

" December 20. The wind was from the N.W., 
the weather moderate, the thermometer 24° abov^ 
zero at sunrise. We availed ourselves of this change 
to picket the fort near the river. 

*' December 21. The day was fine and warm, the 
wind N.W. by W. The Indian who had been pre- 
vented a few days ago from killing his wife, came 
with both his wives to the fort, and was very desi- 
rous of reconciling our interpreter, a jealousy against 
whom, on account of his wife^s taking refuge in his 
house, had been the cause of his animosity. A 
woman brought her child with an abscess in the 
lower part of the back, and offered as much com as 
she could carry for some medicine : we administer- 
ed to it, of <:ourse, very cheerfully. 

" December 22. A number of squaws, and men 
dressed like squaws, brought com to trade for small 
articles with the men. Amon^ other things, we 
procured two horns of the animal called by the 
French the Rocky Mountain sheep, and known to 
the Mandans by the name of ahsahta. The aninud 
itself is about the size of a small elk or large deer; 
the horns winding like those of a ram, which they 
resemble also in texture, though larger and thicker. 

" December 23. The weather was fine and warm, 
like that of yesterday. We were again visited by 
crowds of Indians of all descriptions, who came ei- 
ther to trade or from mere curiosity. Among the 
rest, Kogahami, the Little Raven, brought his wife 
and son loaded with com, and she then entertained 
us with a favourite Mandan dish, a mixture of pump- 
kins, beans, com, and chokecherries with the stones, 
all boiled together in a kettle, and forming a com- 
^sition by no means unpalatableu 
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" December 24. The weather continued warm and 

1>leasant, and the number of visiters became troub- 
esome. As a present to three of the chiefs, we di- 
vided a fillet of sheepskin, which we had brought for 
sponging, into three pieces, each of two inches in 
width: they were delighted at the gift, which they 
deemed of equal value with a fine horse. We this 
day completed our fort, and the next morning, being 
Christmas, 

** December 25, we were awakened before day by 
a discharge of three platoons from the party. We 
had told the Indians not to visit us, as it was one of 
our great medicine days ; so that the men remained 
at home, and amused themselves in various ways, 
particularly with dancing, in which they take great 
pleasure. The American flag was hoisted for the 
first time in the fort; the best provisions we had 
' were brought out, and this, with a little brandy, ena- 
bled them to pass the day in great festivity. 

" December 26. The weather is again temperate, 
but no Indians have come to see us. One of the 
Northwest traders, who came down to request the 
aid of our Minnetaree interpreter, informs us that a 
party of Minnetarees, who had gone in pursuit of 
the Assiniboins who lately stole their horses, had 
just returned. As is their custom, they came back 
in small detachments, the last of which brought 
home eight horses, which they had captured or sto- 
len from an Assiniboin camp on Mouse River." * • * 
" We were fortunate enough to have among our 
men a good blacksmith, whom we set at work to 
make a variety of articles. His operations seemed 
to surprise the Indians who came to see us, but no- 
thing could equal their astonishment at the bellows,, 
which they considered as a very great medicine. 
Having heretofore promised a more particular ac- 
count of the Sioux, the following may serve as a 
jgfeneral outline of their history : 

" Almost the whole of that vast tract of country 
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comprised between the Mississippi, the Red River 
of Lake Winnipeg, the Saskashawan, and the Mis- 
souri, is loosely occupied by a great nation, whose 
grimitive name is Darcota, but who are called Sioux 
y the French, Sues by the English. Their original 
seats were on the Mississippi, but they have gradu- 
ally spread themselves abroad, and become subdivi- 
ded into numerous tribes. Of these, what may be 
considered as the Darcotas are the Mindawarcarton, 
or Minowakanton, known to the French by the name 
of the Gens du Lac^ or People of the Lake. Their 
residence is on both sides of the Mississippi, near 
the Falls of St. Anthony, and the probable number 
of their warriors about three hundred. Above them, 
on the River St. Peter's, is the Wahpatone, a small- 
er band of nearly two hundred men ; and still far- 
ther up the same river, below Yellow Wood River, 
are the Wahpatootas, or Gens de Feuilles, an inferior 
band of not more than one hundred men ; while the 
sources of the St. Peter's are occupied by the Sisa- 
toones, a band consisting of about two hundred war- 
riors. 

" These bands rarely, if ever, approach the Mis- 
souri, which is occupied by their kinsmen the 
Yapktons and the Tetons. The Yanktons are of 
two tribes: those of the plains, or, rather, of the 
north — a wandering race of about dye hundred 
men, who roam over the plains at the heads of the 
Jacques, the Sioux, and the Red Rivers ; and those 
of the south, who possess the country between the 
Jacques and Sioux Rivers and the Des Moines. But 
the bands of Sioux most known on the Missouri are 
the Tetons. The first who are met on ascending 
the Missouri are the tribe called by the French the 
Tetons of the Bois Brule, or Burnedwood, who reside 
on both sides of the Missouri, about White and Teton 
Rivers, and number two hundred warriors. Above 
them, on the Missouri, are the Teton Okandandas, a 
band of one hundred m«n, living below the Chayenne 
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River, between which and the Wetarhoo River is a 
third baud, called Teton Minnakenozzo, of nearly 
two hundred and fifty men ; and below the Warre- 
conne is the fourth and last tribe of Tetons, of about 
three hundred men, and called Teton Saone. North- 
ward of these, between the Assiniboin and the Mis- 
souri, are two bands of Assiniboins, one on Mouse 
River, of about two hundred men, and called Assini- 
boin Menatopa, the other residing on both sides of 
White River, called by the French Gens de Fetdlles^ 
and amounting to two hundred and fifty men. Be- 
yond these, a band of Assiniboins of four hundred 
and fifty men, and called the Big Devils, wander on 
the heads of Milk, Porcupine, and Martha's Rivers ; 
while still farther to the north are seen two bands 
of the same nation, one of five hundred, and the other 
of two hundred, roving on the Saskashawan. Those 
Assiniboins are recognised by a similarity of lan- 
guage, and by tradition, as descendants or seceders 
from the Sioux ; though often at war, are still ac- 
knowledged as relations. The Sioux themselves, 
though scattered, meet annually on the Jacques, 
those on the Missouri trading with those on the Mis- 
sissippi." 

The weather was cold for the remainder of the 
month, with the thermometer at from ten to twenty 
degrees below zero. The Indians continued their 
visits for the purposes of traffic, and on these occa- 
sions Avere for the most part honest, though they 
would occasionally pilfer when ihey had a good 
opportunity of so doing. 

N9 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Party increase in Favour.— A Buffalo Dance.—Medicioe 
Dance.— The Fortitude with which the Indian bears the Se- 
verity of the Season.— Distress of the Party for Want of Pro* 
visions.— The great Importance of .the Blacksmith in proco- 
Ting it.— Depredations of the Sioux.— The Homage paid to the 
Medicine Stone.— Summary Act of Justice among the Min- 
netarees.- The Process by which the Mandans and Ricaras 
make Beads.- Characterof the Missouri and of the surroand- 
ing Country. 

" January 1, 1805. The new year was welcomed 
by two shots from the swivel, and a round of small 
arms. The weather was cloudy, but moderate ; the 
mercury, which at sunrise was at 18*^, in the course 
of the day rose to 34° above zero : towards evening 
it began to rain, and at night we had snow, the tem- 
perature for which is about zero. In the morning 
we permitted sixteen men, with their music, to go up 
to the first village, where they delighted the whc^ 
tribe with their dances, particularly with the move- 
ments of one of the Frenchmen, who danced on his 
head.* In return, they presented the dancers with 
several buffalo robes and quantities of com. We 
were desirous of showing this attention to the vil- 
lage, because they had received an impression that 
we had been wanting in regard for them, and because 
they had, in consequence, circulated invidious com- 
parisons between us and the northern traders : all 
these, however, they declared to Captain Clarke, 
who visited them in the course of the morning, were 
made in jest. As Captain Clarke was about leaving 
the village, two of their chiefs returned from a mis- 
sion to the Gros Ventres, or wandering Minnetarees. 

* Probably on his handf, with his head downwatd. 
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These people were encamped about ten miles above, 
and while there one of the Ahuahaways had stolen 
a Minnetaree girl. The whole nation immediately 
espoused the quarrel, and one hundred and fifty of 
their warriors were marching down to revenge the 
insult on the Ahnahaways. The chief of that nation 
took the girl from the ravisher, and, giving her to the 
Mandans, requested their intercession. The mes- 
sengers went out to meet the warriors, and delivered 
the young damsel into the hands of her countrymen, 
smoked the pipe of peace with them, and were for- 
tunate enough to avert their indignation and induce 
them to return. In the evening some of the men 
came to the fort, and the rest slept in the village. 
Pocapsahe also visited us, and brought some meat 
on his wife's back. 

** January 2. It snowed last night, and during this 
day the same scene of gayety was renewed at the 
second village, and all the men returned in the even- 
ing. 

*' January 3. Last night it became verj' cold, and 
this morning we had some snow. Our hunters were 
sent out for buffalo, but the game had been fright- 
ened from the river by the Indians, so that they ob- 
tained only one ; they, however, killed a hare and a 
wolf. Among the Indians who visited us was a 
Minnetaree, who came to seek his wife: she had 
been much abused, and came here for protection, but 
returned with him, as we had no authority to separ 
ate those whom even the Mandan rites had united. 

" January 4. The morning was cloudy and warm, 
the mercury being 28° above zero ; but towards 
evening the wind changed to northwest, and the 
weather became cold. We sent some hunters down 
the river, but they killed only one buffalo and a wolf. 
We received the visit of Kagohami, who is very 
friendly, and to whom we gave a handkerchief and 
two files. 

** January 5. We had high and boisterous winds 
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last night and this morning. The Indians continne 
to purchase repairs with grain of different kinds. 
In the first village there has been a Buffalo dance for 
the last three nights, which has put them all into 
commotion." • • • " When buffalo become scarce, 
they send a man to harangue the Tillage, declaring 
that the game is far off", and that a feast is necessary 
to bring it back ; and, if the village be disposed, a 
day and place is named for the celebration of it." 
Besides this, there is another called the Medicine 
dance, which is given by any person desirous of 
doing honour to his medicine or genius. He an- 
nounces that on such a day he will sacrifice his 
horses or other property, and invites the girls of the 
village to assist in rendering homage to his medi- 
cine. All the inhabitants may join in the celebra- 
tion, which is performed in the open plain, and by 
daylight ; but the dance is reserved altogether for 
the young unmarried females. The ceremony com 
mences with devoting the goods of the master of the 
feast to his medicine, which is represented by a 
head of the amimal to be offered, or by a medicine 
bag, if the deity be an invisible being. The dance 
follows ; which, as well as that of the buffalo, con- 
sists of little more than an exhibition of the most 
fovL and revolting indecencies.* 

* In the account of Major Long's expedition to the Rocky 
Mountains in 1819-20, there is a descri[>tion of the Dog dance, 
performed by the Kanzas for the entertainment of their guests ; 
and of a still more striking exhibition of the Beggar's dance, at 
a council held at Council Bluffs by Major O'FaFlon with about 
100 Ottoes and a deputation of foways, which Shongatonga, 
the Big Horse, opened with these words : ** My father : Your 
children have come to dance before your tent, agreeably to our 
council of honouring brave and distinguished men.** After a 
reply made by Major O'Pallon, a succession of dancers came 
forward ; and in the intervals a warrior would atep forward and 
strike a temporary flagstaff, erected for the purpose, with a stick 
or some weapon, recountmg at the same time his martial deeda. 
This is called strikmg the post.— Vol. i., p. 153. 

** Annually in the month of Julv. the Minnetarees cdebrato 
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•* January 9. The thermometer at sunrise was 21 
degrees below zero. Kagohami breakfasted \^ith 
us, and Captain Clarke, with three or four men, ac- 
companied him and a party of Indians to hunt, in 
which they were so fortunate as to kill a number 
of buffalo ; but they were incommoded by snow, by 
high and squally winds, and by extreme cold. Sev-- 
eral of the Indians came to the fort nearly frozen, 
others are missing, and we are uneasy for one of 
' our men, who was separated from the rest during 
the chase, and has not returned. In the morning, 
however, he came back just as we were sending 
out five men in search of him. The night had 
been excessively cold, and this morning, January 
lOth, at sunrise the mercury stood at 40 degrees be* 
low zero, or 72 below the freezing point. He had, 
however, made a fire, and kept himself tolerably 
warm. A young Indian, about thirteen years of 
age, also came in soon after. His father, who came 
last night to inquire after him very anxiously, had 
sent him in the afternoon to the fort. He was over- 

their great Medicine dance, or dance of penitence, which may 
well be compared with the currach-pooia, or expiatory tortures 
of the Hindus, so often celebrated at Calcutta. On this occa- 
sion a considerable quantity of food is prepared, which is well 
cooked, and served up in the best manner. The devotees then 
dance and sing to their music at intervals, for three or four 
days >together, in full view of the victuals, without attempting 
to taste of them : if a stranger enters he is invited tu eat, though 
no one partakes with him. On the third or fourth day the se- 
verer expiatory tortures are commenced, to which the preceding 
ceremonies are but preludes." These tortures consist in one af- 
ter another successively presenting himself, and having pieces 
of fiesh or portions of skin cut from the ileshv parts, or in hav- 
ing cords passed through holes pierced in the shoulders, and 
dragging a buffalo scull to the lodge, or leading a horse to wa- 
ter, &c.— Vol. i , p. 276. 

In this narrative we also find an account of human victims 
offisred to Venus, or the Great Star. This horrible sacrifice 
was offered annually among the Pawnee Loups,the victims be- 
ing selected from prisoners taken in war ; and the dreadful cer^ 
emony has been but lately abolished.— Vol. i., p. 375. 
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taken by the night, and was obliged to sleep on the 
inow, with no covering except a pair of antelope- 
skin moccasins and leggins, and a buffalo robe : his 
feet being frozen, we put them into cold water, and 
gave him every attention in our power. About the 
same time, an Indian who had also been missing 
returned to the fort ; and, although his dress was 
very thin, and he had slept on the snow without a 
fire, he had not suffered the slightest inconvenience. 
We have, indeed, observed that these Indians sup- 
port the rigours of the season in a way which we 
had hitherto thought impossible. A more pleasing 
reflection occurred at seeing the warm interest 
which the situation of these two persons had exci- 
ted in the village. The boy had been a prisoner, 
and adopted from charity ; yet the distress of the 
father proved that he felt for him the tenderest af- 
fection. The man was a person of no distinction, 
yet the whole village was full of anxiety for his 
safety ; and, when they came to us, borrowed a 
sleigh to bring them home with ease if they had 
survived, or to carry their bodies if they had per- 
ished." 

The cold was at this time intense, the thermome- 
ter ranging from 20° to 38° below zero. 

** January 13. Nearly one half of the Mandan na- 
tion passed down the river to hunt for several days. 
In these excursions, men, women, and children, with 
their dogs, ail leave the village together, and, after 
discovering a spot convenient for the game, fix their 
tents ; all the family bear their part in the labour, 
and the game is equally divided among the families 
of the tribe. When a single hunter returns from 
the chase with more than is necessary for his ovm 
immediate consumption, the neighbours are entitled 
by custom to a share of it : they do not, however, 
ask for it, but send a squaw, who, without saying 
anything, sits down by the door of the lodge till the 
ikiaster understands the hint, and gives her gratui- 
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tously a part for her family. Chaboneau and anoth- 
er man, who had gone to some lodges of Minneta- 
rees near the Turtle Mountain, returned with their 
faces much frostbitten. They had been about nine- 
ty miles distant, and procured from the inhabitants 
some meat and grease, with which they loaded the 
horses. He informed us that the agent of the 
Hudson's Bay Company at that place had been en- 
deavouring to make unfavourable impressions with 
regard to us on the mind of the great chief, and that 
the Northwest Company intended building a fort there. 
The great chief had, in consequence, spoken shght- 
ingly of the Americans ; but said that, if we would 
give him our great flag, he would come and see us. 

"January 14. The Mandans continued to pass down 
the river on their hunting-party, and were joined by 
six of our men. One of those sent On Thursday re- 
turned with information that one of his companions 
had his feet so badly frostbitten that he could not 
walk home. In their excursion they had killed a 
buffalo, a wolf, two porcupines, and a white hare. 
The weather was more moderate to-day, the mer- 
cury being at 16° below zero, and the wind from the ' 
southeast ; we had, however^ some snow, after which 
it remained cloudy. 

" January 15. The morning is much warmer than 
yesterday, and the snow begins to melt, though the 
wind, after being for some time from the southeast, 
suddenly shifted to northwest. Between twelve 
and three o'clock A.M., there was a total eclipse of 
the moon, from which we obtained a part of the ob- 
servation necessary for ascertaining the longitude. 

" We were visited by four of the most distinguish- 
ed men of the Minnetarees, to whom we showed 
marked attentions, as we knew that they had beea 
taught to entertain strong prejudices against us. 
These we succeeded so well in removing, that when, 
in the morning, 

" January 16, about thirty Mandans, among whom 
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six were chiefs, came to see us, the Minnetarees re- 
proached them with their falsehoods, declaring that 
they were bad men, and ought to hide themselves. 
They had told the Minnetarees that we would kill 
them if they came to the fort ; yet, on the contrary, 
they had spent a night there, and been treated with 
kindness by the whites, who had smoked with them, 
and danced for their amusement. Kagohami visited 
us, and brought us a little corn ; and soon afterward 
one of the chiefs of the Minnetarees came, accom- 
panied by his squaw, a handsome woman. He fa- 
voured us with a very acceptable present, a draught 
of the Missouri, in his manner ; and informed us of 
his intention to go to war in the spring against the 
Snake Indians. We advised him to reflect seriously 
before he committed the peace of his nation to the 
hazards of war; to look back on the numerous na- 
tions whom war had destroyed ; that, if he wished 
his nation to be happy, he should cultivate peace 
and intercourse with all his neighbours, by which 
means they would procure more horses and increase 
in numbers ; and that, if he went to war, he would 
displease his great father the president, and forfeit 
his protection. We added, that we had sp)oken thus 
to all the tribes whom we had met ; that they had 
all opened their ears ; and that the president would 
compel those who did not voluntarily listen to his 
advice. Although a young man of only twenty-six 
years of age, this discourse seemed to strike him'. 
He observed that, if it would be displeasing to us, he 
would not go to war, since he had horses enough ; 
and that he would advise all the nation to remain at 
home until we had seen the Snake Indians, and dis- 
covered whether their intentions were pacific." 

The weather during the remainder of the month 
was variable, and not as cold as it had been. Sct- 
eral attempts were made to disengage the boats 
from the ice, but they were unsuccessful. On the 
18th they were visited by Messrs. Laroche and 
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M*Kenzie, two of the Northwest Company's traders, 
accompanied by some of the Minnetarees. The 
neiglibouring Indians made frequent visits to the 
encampment, bringing their household utensils to be 
repaired, and corn to pay for it. 

" February 1. Our hunters returned, having killed 
only one deer. One of the Minnetaree war-chiefs, 
a young man named Maubuksheahokeah, or Seeing 
Snake, came to see us, and procure a war-hatchet. 
He also requested that we would suffer him to go to 
war against the Sioux and Riearas, who had killed 
a Mandan some time ago ; this we refused, for rea- 
sons which we explained to him. He acknowledg- 
ed that we were right, and promised to open his ears 
to our counsels," 

• « • ii February 4. The morning fair and cold, the 
mercury at sunrise being 18^ below zero, and the 
wind from the northwest. The stock of meat which 
we had procured in November and December being 
now nearly exhausted, it became necessary to re- 
new our supply. Captain Clarke, therefore, took 
eighteen men, and, with two sleighs and three horses, 
descended the river for the purpose of hunting, as 
the buffalo has disappeared from our neighbourhood, 
and the Indians are themselves suffering for want 
of meat. Two deer were killed to-day, but they 
were very lean. 

" February 6. A pleasant, fair morning, with the 
wind from the northwest. A number of the Indians 
came with corn for the blacksmith, who, being now 
provided with coal, has become one of our greatest 
resources for procuring grain. They seem to be 
particularly attached to a battle-axe of a very in- 
convenient figure. It is made wholly of iron, the 
blade extremely thin, and from seven to nine inches 
long ; it is sharp at the point, and five or six inches 
on each side, whence it converges towards the eye, 
which is circular, and about an mch m diameter, the 
Made itself being not more than an inch wide. The 
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handle is straight, and twelve or ISfteen inches Umgf 
the whole weighing about a pound. By way of or- 
nament, the blade is perforated with several circular 
boles. The length of the blade, compared with the 
shortness of the handle, renders it a weapon of very 
little strength, particularly as it is always used oa 
horseback. There is still, however, another form 
which is even worse, the same sort of handle being 
fixed to a blade resembling a spontoon. 

" February 6. The morning was fair and pleasant, 
the wind northwest. A number of Indian chiefs vis- 
ited us, and withdrew after we bad smoked with 
them, contrary to their custom ; for, after being once 
introduced into our apartment, they are fond of 
lounging about during the remainder of the day. 
One of the men killed three antelopes. Our black- 
smith has his time completely occupied, so great is 
the demand for utensils of different kinds. The In- 
dians are particularly food of sheet-iron, out of which 
they form points for arrows, and instruments for 
scraping hides ; and, when the blacksmith cut up aa 
old cambouse of that metal, we obtained, for every 
piece of four inches square, seven or eight gallons 
of corn from the Indians, who were delighted at the 
exchange. 

<» February 7. The naoming was fur, and much 
warmer than for some days, the thermometer being 
at 160 above zero, and the wind from the southeast. 
A nvmber of Indians continue to visit us ; but, learn- 
ing that the interpreter's squaws had been accus- 
tomed to unbar the gate during the night, we order- 
ed a lock to be put on it, and that no Indian should 
remain in the fort all night, nor any person be ad- 
mitted dnring the hours when the gate is closed, 
that is, from sunset to sunrise. 

'* February 8. A fair, pleasant morning, with south- 
east winds. Poeopsahe came down to the fort with 
a bow, and apologized for his not having finished a 
shield which he had promised Captain Lewis, and 
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which the weather had prevented him from com- 
c^ting. This chief possesses more firmness, intel- 
ligence, and integrity than any Indian of this coun- 
try, and he might be rendered highly serviceable in 
our attempts to civilize the nation. He mentioned 
that the Mandans are very much in want of meat, 
and that he himself had not tasted any for several 
days. To this distress they are often reduced by 
their own improvidence, or by their unhappy situa- 
tion. Their principal article of food is buffalo meat, 
their beans, corn, and other grain being reserved for 
summer, or as a last resource against what they 
constantly dnead, an attack from the Sioux, who 
drive off the game, and confine them to their vil- 
lages. The same fear, too, prevents their going out 
to hunt in small parties to relieve their occasional 
wants, so that the buffalo is generally obtained in 
large quantities, and wasted by carelessness.'* 

The next day they were visited by Mr. M^Kenzie, 
from the Northwest Company's establishment. In- 
formation was received that their horses were be- 
low, loaded with meat, but unable to cross the ice 
from not being shod. The weather for several days 
continued moderate. 

" FebruaiT 12. The morning," continues the nar- 
rative, " is fair, though cold, the mercury being 140 
below zero, the wind from the southeast. About 
four o'clock the horses were brought in much fa- 
tigued; on giving them meal-bran moistened with 
water, they would not eat it, but preferred the bark 
pf the Cottonwood, which, as has been already ob- 
served, forms their principal food during the winter. 
The horses of the Mandans are so often stolen by 
the Sioux, Ricaras, and Assiniboins, that the invari- 
able rule now is, to put the horses every night in the 
Bame lodge with the family. In the summer they 
iramble in the plains in the vicinity of the camp, and 
feed on the grass ; but during cold weather the 
squaws cut down the cottonwood-trees as they are 
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wanted, and the horses feed on the boughs and baik 
of the tender branches, which are also brought into 
the lodges at night and placed near them. These 
animals are very severely treated ; for whole days 
they are pursuing the buffalo, or burdened with the 
fruits of the chase, during which they scarcely ever 
taste food, and at night return to a scanty allowance 
of wood ; yet the spirit of this valuable animal sus- 
tains him through all these difficulties, and he is 
rarely deficient either in flesh or vigour. 

"February 13. The morning was cloudy; the 
thermometer at 2° below zero ; the wind from the 
southeast. Captain Clarke returned, last evening 
with all his hunting party. During their excursion 
they had killed forty deer, three buffalo, and six- 
teen elk; but most of the game was too lean for 
use, and the wolves, which regard whatever lies out 
at night as their own, had appropriated a large part 
of it. When he left the fort on the 4th instant, he 
descended on the ice twenty-two miles to New- 
Mandan Island, near some of their old villages, and 
encamped forty-four miles from the fort, on a sand- 
point near the mouth of a creek on the southwest 
side, which they called Hunting Creek, and during 
this and the following day hunted through all the ad- 
joining plains with much success, having killed a 
number of deer and elk. On the 8th, the best of the 
meat was sent with the horses to the fort ; and such 

Earts of the remainder as were fit for use were 
rought to a point of the river three miles below, 
and, after the bones were taken out, secured in pens 
built of logs, so as to keep off the wolves, ravens, and 
magpies, which are very numerous, and constantly 
disappoint the hunter of his prey. They then went 
to the low grounds near the Chisshetaw River, 
where they encamped, but saw nothing except some 
wolves on the hills, and a number of buffalo too poor 
to be worth hunting. The next morning, the 9th, at 
there was no game, and it would have been incon 
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▼anient to send it back sixty miles to the fort, they 
jretunied up the river, and fur three days hunted 
along the banks and plains, and reached the fort in 
the evening of the 12th, much fatigued, having walk- 
ed thirty miles that day on the ice and through the 
•now, in many places knee deep, their moccasins, 
too, being nearly worn out. l*he only game which 
they saw, besides what is mentioned, were some 
grouse on the sand-bars in the river. 

" February 14. Last night the snow fell three 
inches deep, but the day was dne. Four men were 
despatched with sleds and three horses, to bring up 
the meat which had been collected by the huuiers. 
They returned, however, with intelligence that, about 
twenty-one miles below the fort, a party of upward 
of one hundred men, whom they supposed to be 
Sioux, rushed on them, cut the traces of the sleds, 
and carried off two of the horses, the third being 
given up by the intercession of an Indian who 
seemed to possess some authority over them ; they 
also took away two of the men's knives and a tom-* 
ahawk, which last, however, they returned. We 
sent up to the Mandans to inform them of it, and to 
know whether any of them would join a party 
which intended to pursue the robbers in the niom- 
ing. About twelve o*clock two of their chiefs came 
^wn, and said that all their young men were out 
hunting, and that there were few guns in the village. 
Several Indians, however, armed, some with bows 
and arrows, some with spears and battle-axes, and 
two with fusils, accompanied Captain Lewis, who 
set out on the 15th, at sunrise, with twenty-four 
men. The morning was fine and cool, the ther- 
SMOieter being at 16° below zero. In the course 
of the day, one of the Mandan chiefs returned from 
Captain Lewises party, his eyesight having become 
ao bad that he could not proceed. At this season 
of the year, the reflection from the ice and snow is 
•o intense as to occasion almost total blindness. 
02 
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This complaint is very common, and the general 
remedy is to sweat the part affected by holding the 
face over a hot stone, and receiving the fumes from 
snow thrown on it.'? 

The weather became milder, and on the 16th the 
mercury rose to 32° above zero. Their stock of 
meat being exhausted, they were obliged to live on 
Tegetable diet, in which they suffered but little in- 
convenience, as the Indians supplied them plentifully 
with corn. 

"February 20. The day was delightfully fine," 
continues the Journal, " the mercury being at sun- 
rise 2^, and in the course of the day 22^ above 
2ero, the wind southerly. Kagohami came down 
to see us early. His village is afflicted by the death 
of one of their oldest men, who, from his account to 
us, must have seen one hundred and twenty win- 
ters. Just as he was dying, he requested his grand- 
children to dress him in his best robe when he was 
dead, and then carry him to a hill and seat him on 
a stone, with his face down the river towards their 
old villages, that he might go straight to his brother, 
who had passed before him to the ancient village 
under ground. We have seen a number of Man^ 
dans who have lived to a great age ; chiefly, howev- 
er, the men, whose robust exercises fortify the body, 
while the laborious occupations of the women shorts 
en their existence. 

" February 21. We had a continuation of the 
same pleasant weather. Oheenaw and Shahaka 
came down to see us, and mentioned that several 
of their countrymen had gone to consulv their tnedi' 
icine stone as to the prospects of the following yeaf« 
This medicine stone is the great oracle of the Man* 
dans, and whatever it announces is believed with 
implicit confidence. Every spring, and. on some oc« 
casions, during the summer, a deputation visits the 
tocred spot, where there is a thick, porous stone 
twenty feet in circumference, with a smooth ava* 
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Ikce. Having reached the place, the ceremony of' 
smoking to it is performed by the deputies, who al<i 
temaiely take a whiff themselves, and then present 
the pipe to the stone ; after this they retire to an 
adjoining wood for the night, during which it may 
be safely presumed that all the embassy do not 
sleep, and in the morning they read the destinies 
of the nation in the white marks on the stone, which 
those who made them are at no loss to decipher. 
The Minnetarees have a stone of a similar kind, 
which has the same qualities, and the same influence 
over the nation. 

** Captain Lewis returned from his excursion in 
pursuit of the Indians. On reaching the place 
where the Sioux had stolen our horses, they found 
only one sled and several pairs of moccasins, which 
were recognised to be those of the Sioux. The 
party then followed the Indian tracks till they reach- 
ed two old lodges, where they slept, and the next 
morning pursued the course of the river till they 
reached some Indian camps, where Captain Clarke 
passed the night some time ago, and which the 
Sioux had now set on fire, leaving a little corn near 
the place, in order to induce a belief that they were 
Ricaras. From this point the Sioux* tracks left 
the river abruptly and crossed into the plains ; but, 
perceiving that there was no chance of overtaking 
them. Captain Lewis went down to the pen where 
Captain Clarke had left some meat, which he found 
untouched by the Indians, and then hunted in the 
low grounds on the river, till he returned with about 
three thousand pounds of meat (some drawn in A 
sled by fifteen of the men, and the rest brought oii 
horseback), having killed thirty-six deer, fourteenl 
elk, and one wolf." 

The weather was now mild and pleasant, and the 
ice in the river so far thawed that they were enabled 
to extricate their boats, and draw them up on th^ 
bank. They were all busily engaged in preparing 
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the necessary tools for building boats of a smaller 
siie, in which to continue their voyage up the Mis- 
souri. " On the 28th of February," says the Jour- 
nal, ** sixteen men were sent out to examine the 
country for trees suitable for boats, and were suc- 
cessful in finding them. Two of the Northwest 
Company's traders arrived with letters. They had 
likewise a root which is used for the cure of per- 
sons bitten by mad dogs, snakes, and other veno- 
mous animals : it is found on high grounds and the 
sides of hills, and the mode of using it is to scarify 
the wound, and apply to it an inch or more of the 
chewed or pounded root, which is to be renewed 
twice a day ; the patient must not, however, chew 
or swallow any of the root, as an inward applica- 
tion might be rather injurious than beneficial. 

" M. Gravelines, with two Frenchmen and two 
Indians, arrived from the Ricara nation, with letter^ 
from Mr. Anthony Tabeau. This last gentlemen in- 
forms us that the Ricaras express their determina- 
tion to follow our advice, and to remain at peace 
with the Mandans and Minnetarees, whom they are 
desirous of visiting : they also wish to know wheth- 
er these nations would permit the Ricaras to settle 
near them, and form a league against their common 
enemies, the Sioux. On mentioning this to the 
Mandans, they agreed to it ; observing that they al- 
ways desired to cultivate friendship with the Rica* 
ras, and that the Ahnahaways and Minnetarees have 
the same friendly views. 

"' M. Gravelines states that the hand of Tetons 
whom we had seen was well disposed to us, owing 
to the influence of their chief, the filack Buffalo ; 
but that the three upper bands of Tetons, with the 
Sisatoons, and the Yanktons of the north, mean soon 
to attack the Indians in this quarter, with a resolu- 
tion to put to death every white roan they encoun- 
ter. Moreover, that Mr. Cameron, of &t. Peter's, ha9 
lately armed the Sioux against the Chippeways, who 
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^ have recently put to death three of his men. The 
men who had stolen our horses we found to be all 

^ Sioux, who, after committing the outrage, went to 

the Ricara villages, where they said that they had 
hesitated about killing our men who were with the 

' horses, but that in future they would put to death 
any of us they could, as we were bad medicines, 
and deserved to be killed. The Ricaras were dis- 

^ pleased at their conduct, and refused to give them 
anything to eat, which is deemed the greatest act 
of hostility short of actual violence.'' 

The party were employed in building their new 
boats, m making ropes, preparing charcoal, and 
manufacturing battle-axes to exchange for com. 
The weather was mild and agreeable. 

" March 6. The day was cloudy and smoky," says 
the Journal, "in consequence of the burning of 
the plains by the Minnetarees. They have set all 
the neighbouring country on fire, in order to obtain 
an early crop of grass which may answer for the 
consumption of their horses, and also as an induce- 
ment for the buffalo and other game to visit it. 
Some horses stolen two days ago by the Assini- 
boins have been returned to the Minnetarees. Oh- 
haw, second chief of the lower Minnetaree village, 
came to see us. The river rose a little, and overran 
the ice, so as to render the crossing difficult." • * ♦ 
''March 9. The morning cloudy and cool, the 
wind from the north. The grand chief of the Min- 
netarees, who is called by the French Le Borgne, 
from his having but one eye, came down for the 
first time to the fort. He was received with much 
attention, two guns were fired in honour of his arri- 
val, the curiosities were exhibited to him, and, as he 
said that he had not received the presents which we 
bad sent to him on his arrival, we again gave him a 
flag, medal, shirt, arm -braces, and the usual presents 
on such occasions, with all which he was much 
pleased. In the course of the conversation, the 
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ehief observed thftt some fo(dish young men of tba 
nation had told him there was a person among xm 
who was quite black, and he wished to know if it 
could be true. We assured him that it was true, 
and sent for York: The Borgne was very much 
suiprised at his appearance, examined him closely, 
and spit on his finger and rubbed the skin, in order 
to wash off the paint ; nor was it until the negro un- 
covered his head, and showed his short hair, that he 
could be persuaded that he was not a painted white 
man. 

" March 10. A cold, windy day. Tetuckopinreha, 
chief of the Ahnahaways, and the Minnetaree chief 
Ompschara, passed the day with us, and the former 
remained during the night. We had opportunity to 
see an instance of the summary justice of the In- 
dians. A young Minnetaree had carried off the 
daughter of Cagonomokshe, the Raven Man, second 
chief of the upper village of the Mandans : the fa- 
ther went to the village and found liis daughter, 
whom he brought home, and took with him a horse 
belonging to the offender. This reprisal satisfied 
the vengeance of the father and of the nation, as 
the young man would not dare to reclaim his horse, 
which from that time became the property of the in- 
jured party. The stealing of young women is one 
of the most common offences against the police of 
the village, and the punishment of it is always meas- 
ured by the power or the passions of the kindred 
of the female. A voluntary elopement is, of course, 
more rigorously chastised. One of the wives of The 
Borgne deserted him in favour of a man who had 
been her lover before the marriage, and who, after 
some time, left her, so that she was obliged to re* 
turn to her father^s house. As soon as he heard it» 
The Borgne walked there, and found her sitting near 
the fire. Without noticing his wife, he began to 
smoke with the father, when they were joined by 
the old men of the village, who, knowing his ieoh 
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per, had followed in hopes of appeasing him. He 
continued to smoke quietly with them till rising to 
return, when he took his wife by the hair, led her 
as far as the door, and with a single stroke of his 
tomahawk put her to death before her father's eyes : 
then, turning fiercely upon the spectators, he said 
that, if any of her relations wished to avenge her^ 
they might always find him at his lodge; but the 
fate of the woman had not sufficient interest to ex- 
cite the vengeance of the family. The caprice or 
the generosity of the same chief gave a very differ- 
ent result to a similar incident which occurred some 
time afterward. Another of his wives eloped with 
a young man, who, not being able to support her as 
she wished, they both returned to the village, and 
she presented herself before the husband, supplica- 
ting his pardon for her conduct. The Borgne sent 
for the lover : at the moment when the youth ex- 
pected that he would be put to death, the chief 
mildly asked them if they still preserved their affec- 
tion for each other ; and on their declaring that want, 
and not a change of affection, had induced them 
to return, he gave up his wife to her lover, with the 
liberal present of three horses, and restored them 
both to his favour." 

On the 13th they received a visit from Mr. M*Ken- 
zie. The smiths had as much as they could do in 
making battle-axes, which the Indians eagerly 
sought for, and for which they paid liberally in com. 

'' March 16. The weather," continues the narrative, 
" is cloudy, the wind from the southeast. A Mr. 
Garrow, a Frenchman, who has resided a long time 
among the Ricaras and Mandans, explained to us the 
mode in which they make their large beads : an art 
which they are said to have derived from some pris- 
oners of the Snake Indian nation, and the knowl- 
edge of which is a secret even now confined to a 
few among the Mandans and Ricaras. The process 
is as follows: glass of different colours is first 
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pounded fine and washed, till each kind, which is 
kept separate, ceases to stain the water thrown over 
it. Some well-seasoned clay, mixed with a suffi- 
cient quantity of sand to prevent its becoming very 
hard when exposed to heat, and reduced by water to 
the consistency of dough, is then rolled on the palm 
of the hand till it becomes of the thickness wanted 
for the hole in the bead : these sticks of clay are 
placed upright, each on a little pedestal or ball of the 
same material, about an ounce in weight, and dis- 
tributed over a small earthen platter, which is laid 
on the 6re for a few minutes, when they are taken 
off to cool. With a little paddle or shovel three or 
four inches long, and sharpened at the end of the 
handle, the wet pounded glass is placed in the palm 
of the hand : the beads are made of an oblong shape, 
wrapped in a cylindrical form round the stick of 
clay, which is laid crosswise over it, and gently roll- 
ed backward and forward till it becomes perfectly 
smooth. If it be desired to introduce any other 
colour, the surface of the bead is perforated with the 
pointed end of the paddle, and the cavity filled with 
poimded glass of that colour. The sticks, with the 
strings of beads, are then replaced on their pedes- 
tals, and the platter deposited on burning coals or 
hot embers. Over the platter, an earthen pot, con- 
taining about three gallons, with a mouth large 
enough to cover the platter, is reversed, being com- 
pletely closed except a small aperture at the top, 
through which are watched the beads : a quantity of 
old dried wood, formed into a sort of dough or paste, 
is placed round the pot, so as almost to cover it, and 
afterward set on fire. The manufacturer then looks 
through the small hole in the pot till he sees the 
beads assume a deep red colour, to which succeeds 
a paler or whitish red, or they become pointed at 
the upper extremity ; on which the fire is removed, 
and the pot suffered to cool gradually : at length it 
is removed, the beads taken out, the clay in the hot- 
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low of them picked out with an awl or needle, and 
they are then fit for use. The beads thus formed 
are in great demaM among the Indians, and used as 
pendants to their ears and hair, and are sometimes 
worn round the neck. 

*' March 17. A windy, but clear and pleasant day, 
the river rising a little, and open in several places. 
Our Mimietaree interpreter, Chaboneau, whom we 
intended taking with us to the Pacific, had some 
days ago been worked upon by the British traders, 
and appeared unwilling to accompany us, except on 
certain terms ; such as his not being subject to our 
orders, and to do duty or to return whenever he 
chose. As we saw clearly the source of his hesita- 
tion, and knew that it was intended as an obstacle 
to our views, we told him that the terms were inad- 
missible, and that we could dispense with his ser- 
vices: he had accordingly left us with some dis- 
pleasure. Since then be had made an advance to- 
wards joining us, which we showed no anxiety to 
meet ; but this morning he sent an apology for his 
improper conduct, and agreed to go with us, and per- 
form the same duties as the rest of the corps ; we 
therefore took him again into our service." 

Information was received that the Sioux had late- 
ly attacked a party of the Assiniboins and Kniste- 
naux, and killed fifty of them. There was every 
appearance of an approaching war, two parties of 
the Minnetarees having already gone out, and a third 
was preparing to follow them. The canoes were 
now finished, and " four of them," says the Journal, 
** were carried down to the river, at the distance of 
a mile and a half from where they were constructed. 
On the 21st the remaining pirogues were hauled to 
the same place, and all the men except three, who 
were left to watch them, returned to the fort. On 
his way down, which was about six miles. Captain 
Glarke passed along the points of the high hills, 
where he saw large quantities of pumice-stone or 
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the foot, sides, and tops of the hills, which had eveiy 
appearance of having been at some period on fire. 
He collected specimens of the stone itself, the pum- 
ice-stone, and the hard earth ; and on being put into 
the furnace, the hard earth melted and glazed, the 
pumice-stone melted, and the hard stone became a 
pumice-stone glazed." 



CHAPTER VII. 

Indian Method of attacking the Buffalo on the Ice.— Presents 
sent to the President of the United States.— Visit from a 
Ricara Chief.— They leave their Encampment, and proceed 
on their Journey.— Description of the Little Missouri.— Some 
Account of the Assiniboins.— Their Mode of burying the 
Dead.— Whiteearth River.— Great Quantity of Salt discov- 
ered on its Banks.— Yellowstone River.- Account of the 
Country at the Confluence of the Yellowstone and Missouri 
—Description of the Missouri and the surrounding Country. 

The remainder of the month was mild and fair, 
and the party were actively engaged in completing 
their preparations for departure. The canoes were 
carefully caulked and pitched, and the barge was 
made ready for such as were to return from this 
point down the Missouri. The ice began to break 
up ahd pass off as the water rose, and they only 
waited for the river to be clear of this obstruction 
to resume their journey. '* On the 29th,*' says the 
journalist, '* the ice came down in great quantities^ 
the river having fallen eleven inches in the course 
of the last twenty-four hours. We have had few 
Indians at the fort for the last three or four days, as 
they are now busy in catching the floating buffaloes. 
Every spring, as the river is breaking up, the sur- 
rounaing plains are set on fire, and the buffaloes are 
tempted to cross the river in search of the fresh 
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ffrass which immediately succeeds to the burning. 
On their way they are often insulated on a large 
cake or mass of ice, which floats down the river. 
The Indians now select the most favourable points 
for attack, and, as the butfalo approaches, dart with 
astonishing agility across the trembling ice, some- 
times pressing lightly a cake of not more than two 
feet square. The animal is of course unsteady, and 
his footsteps insecure on this new element, so that 
he can make but little resistance; and the hunter, 
who has given him his death- wound, paddles his icy 
boat to the shore, and secures his prey." • • • 

" April 1. This morning there was a thunder- 
storm, accompanied with large hail, to which suc- 
ceeded rain for about half an hour. We availed 
ourselves of this interval to get all the boats in the 
water. At four o'clock P.M. it began to rain a 
second time, and continued till twelve at night. 
With the exception of a few drops at two or three 
different times, this is the first rain we have had 
since the 15th of October last." 

On the 3d they were engaged in packing up their 
baggage and merchandise. Several elk had been 
killed the day before by the Mandans, but they were 
so poor as to be of little use. 

" April 4. The day is clear and pleasant," contin- 
ues the narrative, "though the wind is hfgh from 
the N.W. We now packed up, in different boxes, a 
variety of articles for the president, which we shall 
send ill the barge. They consist of a stuffed male 
and female antelope, with their skeletons, a weasel, 
three squirrels from the Rocky Mountains, the skel- 
eton of a prairie wolf, those of a while and gray 
hare, a male and female blaireau, or burrowing dog 
of the prairie, with a skeleton of the female, two 
burrowing squirrels, a white weasel, and the skin of 
the louserviay the horns of a mountain ram, or big- 
horn, a pair of large elk horns, the horns and tail of 
a black-tailed deer, and a variety of skins, such as 
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those of the red fox, white hare, marten, yellow 
bear, obtained from the Sioux ; also a number of ar^ 
tides of Indian dress, among which was a buflfalo 
robe representing a battle fought about eight years 
since between the Sioux and Ricaras against the 
Mandans and Minnetarees, in which the combatants 
are represented on horseback." ♦ * • " Such sketch- 
es, rude and imperfect as they are, delineate the pre- 
dominant character of the savage nations. If they 
are peaceable and inoffensive, the drawings usually 
consist of local scenery and their favourite diver- 
sions. If the band are rude and ferocious, we ob» 
serve tomahawks, scalping-knives, bows and arrows, 
and all the engines of destruction. — A Mandan bow, 
and quiver of arrows; also some Ricara tobacco- 
seed, and an ear of Mandan corn : to these were 
added a box of plants, another of insects, and three 
cases containing a burrowing squirrel, a prairie hen, 
and four magpies, all alive." • * • 

" April 6. Another fine day, with a gentle breeze 
from the south. The Mandans continued to come 
to the fort, and in the course of the day informed 
us of the arrival of a party of Ricaras on the other 
side of the river. We sent our interpreter to inquire 
into their reason for coming ; and in the morning, 

"April 7, he returned with a Ricara chief and 
three of his nation. The chief, whose name ia 
Kagohweto, or Brave Raven, brought a letter from 
M. Tabeau, mentioning the wish of the grand chiefs 
of the Ricaras to visit the president, and requesting 
permission for himself and four men to join our 
boat when it descends ; to which we consented, as 
it will then be manned with fifteen hands, and be 
able to defend itself against the Sioux. Afler pre- 
senting the letter, he told us that he was sent with 
ten warriors by his nation to arrange their settling 
near the Mandans and Minnetarees, whom they 
wished to join; that he considered all the neiglK 
bouring nations friendly except the Sioux, who8« 
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persecution they could no lonf^er withstand, and 
whom they hoped to repel by uniting with the tribes 
in this quarter : he added that the Ricaras intended 
to follow our advice, and live in peace with all na- 
tions, and requested that we would speak in their 
favour to the Assiniboin Indians. This we willingly 
promised to do, and assured them that their great 
father would protect them, and no longer suffer the 
Sioux to have good guns or to injure his dutiful 
children. We then gave him a small medal, a cer- 
tificate of his good conduct, a carrot of tobacco, and 
some wampum, with which he departed for the 
Mandan village, well satisfied with his reception. 
Having made all our arrangements, we left the fort 
about five o'clock in the afternoon. The party now 
consisted of thirty-two persons. Besides ourselves 
were sergeants John Ordway, Nathaniel Pryor, and 
Patrick Gass: the privates were William Bratton, 
John Colter, John Collins, Peter Crusatte, Robert 
Frazier, Reuben Fields, Joseph Fields, George Gib- 
son, Silas Goodrich, Hugh Hall, Thomas P. Howard, 
Baptiste Lapage, Francis Labiche, Hugh M^Ncal, 
John Potts, John Shields, George Shannon, John 
B. Thompson, William Werner, Alexander Willard, 
Richard Windsor, Joseph Whitehouse, Peter Wiser, 
and Captain Clarke's black servant York. The 
two interpreters were George Drewyer and Tous- 
saint Chaboneau. The wife of Chaboneau also ac- 
companied us with her young child, and we hope 
may be useful as an interpreter among the Snake 
Indians. She was herself one of that tribe; but, 
having been taken in war by the Minnetarees, was 
sold as a slave to Chaboneau, who brought her up, 
and afterward married her. One of the Mandans 
likewise embarked with us, in order to go to the 
Snake Indians and obtain a peace with them for his 
countrymen. All this party, with the baggage, was 
Btowed in six small canoes and two large pirogues. 
We left the fort with fair, pleasant weather, though 
P2 
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the northwest wind was high; aad, after making 
about four miles, encamped an the north side of the 
Missouri, nearly opposite the first Mandan village. 
At the same time that we took our departure, our 
barge, manned with seven soldiers, two Frenchmen, 
and M. Gravelines as pilot, sailed for the United 
States, loaded with our presents and despatches." 

On the 9 til they reached a hunting-camp of the 
Minnetarees, and a few miles beyond it they met 
with a hunting-party of the same nation, who had 
constructed an enclosure for the purpose of taking 
the antelope in their migrations from the Black 
Mountains to the north 8i£; of the Missouri. '' Th« 
bluflfe we passed to-day," continues the Journal, " are 
upward of one hundred feet high, composed of a 
mixture of yellow clay and sand, with many hori- 
zontal strata of carbonated wood, resembling pit- 
coal, from one to five feet in depth, and scattered 
through the bluff at different elevations, some as 
high as eighty feet above the water. The hills 
along the river are broken, and present every ap- 
pearance of having been burned at some former 
period ; great quantities of pumice-stone and lava, 
or, rather, earth which seems to have been boiled 
and then hardened by exposure, being seen in many 
parts of these hills, where they are broken and 
washed down into gulleys by the rain and meltii^^ 
snow." * • • »» We saw, but could not procure, an ani- 
mal that burrows in the ground, and similar in every 
respect to the buiTOwing squirrel, except that it is 
only one third of its size. This may be the animal 
whose works we have often seen in the plains and 
prairies. They resemble the labours of the salaman- 
der in the sand-hills of South CaroHna and Georgiai 
and, like him, the animals rarely come above ground. 
These works consist of little hillocks of ten or 
twelve pounds of loose ground, which look as though 
they had been reversed from a pot, though no aper^ 
ture is seen through which the earth could have 
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been thmwn. On removing gently the earth, yott 
discover that the soil has been broken in a circle of 
^out an inch and a half diameter, where the ground 
is looser, though still no opening is petceptiMe. 
When we stopped for dinner the squaw went out, 
bnd, after penetrating with a sharp stick the holes 
of the mice near some driftwood, brought to us a 
quantity of wild artichokes, which the mice collect 
and hoard in large numbers. The root is white, of 
an ovate form, from one to three inches long, and 
generally of the size of a man's finger ; and two, 
four, and sometimes six roots are attached to a sin^- 
gle stalk. Its flavour, and the stalk which issues 
from it, resemble those of the Jerusalem artichc^e, 
.except that the latter is much larger." 

The following day they passed a bluff on the south 
side of the river, which was in several places oh 
fire, and threw out quantities of smoke with a strong 
sulphurous smell ; the character of the bluff, as to 
coal, &c., being similar to those they had seen the 
day before. They saw the track of a large whitfe 
bear ; a herd of antelopes, and geese and swan in 
considerable numbers, feeding on the^odng grass ifi 
the low prairies ; and they shot a prairie-hen, also n. 
bald eagle, many nests of which were in the taH 
cottonwood-trees. Their old companions the mos- 
chetoes renewed their visits, to the no small annoy- 
ance of the party. 

The weather the next day became very warm. 
The country was much the same as that passed th* 
day before ; but on the sides of the hills, and even 
on the banks of the rivers, as well as on the sand- 
bars, there was a white substance in considerable 
quantities on the surface of the earth, which tasted 
like a mixture of common salt with glauber salts. 
Many of the streams coming from the foot of th^ 
hills were so strongly impregnated with it, that the 
waiter had an unpleasant taste and a purgative effect. 
They killed two geese, and saw some cranes, the 
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largest bird of that kind common to the Missouri 

and Mississippi, and which is perfectly white, except 
the large feathers on the two first joints of the wiug, 
which are black. 

" April 12. We set off early," says the narrative, 
*' and passed a high range of hills on the south side, 
our pirogues being obliged to go over to the south, 
in order to avoid a sandbank which was rapidly 
falling in. At six miles we came to at the lower 
side of the entrance of the Little Missouri, where 
we remained during the day, for the purpose of ma- 
king celestial observations. This river empties it- 
self on the south side of the Missouri, one thousand 
six hundred and ninety- three miles from its conflu- 
ence with the Mississippi. It rises to the west of 
the Black Mountains, across the northern extreuaitv 
of which it finds a narrow, rapid passage along high 
perpendicular banks, and then seeks the Missouri in 
anortheastern direction." * • ♦ " In its course it pass- 
es near the northwest side of the Turtle Mountain, 
which is said to be oply twelve or fifteen miles from 
its mouth, in a straight line a little to the south of 
west; so that both the Little Missouri and Knife 
Rivers have been laid down too far southwest. It 
enters the Missouri with a hold current, and is one 
hundred and thirty-four yards wide ; but its greatest 
depth is two feet and a half, and this, joined to its 
rapidity and its sand-bars, make the navigation diffi- 
cult except for canoes, which may ascend it for a 
considerable distance." • • • 

'* We found this day great quantities of small on- 
ions, which grow single, the bulb of an oval form, 
white, about the size of a bullet, and with a leaf re- 
sembling that of the chive. On the side of a hill 
there was a species of dwarf cedar. It spreads its 
limbs along the surface of the earth, which they al- 
most conceal by their closeness and thickness, hav- 
ing always a number of roots on the under side, 
while on the upper are a quantity of shoots, which 
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with their leaves seldom rise higher than six or eight 
inches. It is an evergreen, its leaf more delicate 
than that of the common cedar, though the taste and 
emell are the same." 

On the 13th they passed a small stream, which 
they called Onion Creek, from that vegetable grow- 
ing in great abundance on the plains near it. *' The 
Missouri itself," proceeds the Journal, " widens very 
remarkably just above its junction with the Little 
Missouri. Immediately at the entrance of the latter 
it is not more than two hundred yards wide, and so 
shallow that it may be passed in canoes with setting 
poles, while a few miles above it is upward of a 
mile in width. Ten miles beyond Onion Creek we 
came to another, discharging itself on the north, in 
the centre of a deep bend ; on ascending which for 
about a mile and a half, we found it to be the dis- 
charge of a pond or small lake, which seemed to 
have been once the bed of the Missouri. Near this 
lake were the remains of forty-three temporary 
lodges, which seem to belong to the Assiniboins, 
Who are now on the river of the same name. A 
creat number of swan and geese were dlso in it, and 
from this circumstance we named the creek Goose 
Creek, and the lake by the same name : these 
geese, we observed, do not build their nests on the 
ground or in sand-bars, but in the lops of lofty cot- 
tonwood-trees. We saw some elk and buffalo to- 
day, but at too great a distance to obtain any of 
them, though a number of the carcasses of the lat- 
ter animal were strewed along the shore, having 
fallen through the ice, and been swept along when 
the river broke up. More bald eagles were seen on 
this part of the Missouri than we had previously met 
with ; the small or common hawk, common in most 
parts of the United States, were also found here. 
Great quantities of geese were feeding in the prai- 
ries, and one flock of white brant, or geese with 
black wings, and some gray brant with them, passed 
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up the river, and from their flight they seemed to 
proceed much farther to the northwest." * * * 

" April 14. We set off early, with pleasant and 
fair weather: a dog joined us, which we supposed 
had strayed from the Assiniboin camp on the Jake. 
At two and a half miles we passed low timbered 
grounds and a small creek. In these low grounds 
are several uninhabited lodges, built with the boughs 
of the elm, and the remains of two recent encamp- 
ments, which, from the hoops of small kegs found 
in them, we judged could belong to Assiniboins only, 
as they are the only Missouri Indians who use spir- 
ituous liquors. Of these they are so passionately 
fond, that it forms their chief inducement to visit 
the British on the Assiniboin, to whom they barter 
for kegs of mm their dried and pounded meat, their 
grease, and the skins of large and small wolves, and 
small foxes : the dangerous exchange is transported 
to their camps, with iheir friends and relations, and 
soon exhausted in brutal intoxication. So far from 
considering drunkenness as disgraceful, the women 
and children are permitted and invited to share ia 
these excesses with their husbands and fathers, who 
boast how often their skill and industry as hunters 
have supplied them with the means of intoxication : 
in this, as in their other habits and customs, they 
resemble the Sioux, from whom they are descended. 
The trade with the Assiniboins and Knistenaux is 
encouraged by the British, because it procures pro- 
vision for their engages on their return from Rainy 
Lake to the English River and the Athabasky coun- 
try, where they winter; these men being obliged, 
during their voyage, to pass rapidly through a coun- 
try but scantily supplied with game. We halted for 
dinner near a large village of burrowing squirrels, 
who, we observe, generally select a southeasterly 
exposure, though they are sometimes found in the 
plaihs. At ten and a quarter miles we came to the 
lower point of an island, which, from the day of our 
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arrival there, we called Sunday Island. Here the 
river washes the bases of the hills on both sides, 
and above the island, which, with its sand-bar, ex- 
tends a mile and a half, two small creeks fall in from 
the south; the uppermost of these, which is the 
largest, we called Ohaboneau's Creek, after our in- 
terpreter, who once encamped on it several weeks 
with a party of Indians. Beyond this no white man 
had ever been, except two Frenchmen, one of whom, 
Lapage, is with us ; and who, having lost their way, 
straggled a few miles farther, though to what point 
we could not ascertain. About a mile and a half 
beyond this island, we encamped on a point of wood- 
land on the north, having made in all fourteen miles. 
"The Assiniboins have so recently left the river 
that game is scarce and shy. One of the hunters 
shot at an otter last evening ; a buffalo, too, was 
killed, and an elk, both so poor as to be almost unfit 
for use; two white bears were also seen, and a 
muskrat swimming across the river. The river 
continues wide, and of about the same rapidity as 
the ordinary current of the Ohio. The low grounds 
are wide, the moister parts containing limber, the 
upland extremely broken, without wood, and in some 
places seem as if they had slipped down in masses 
of several acres in surface. The mineral appear- 
ances of salts, coal, and sulphur, with the burned 
hill and pumice-stone, continue, and a bituminous 
water, about the colour of strong ley, with the taste 
of glauber salts and a slight tincture of alum. Many 
geese were feeding in the prairies, and a number of 
magpies, who build their nests much like those of 
the blackbird, in trees, and composed of small sticks, 
leaves, and grass, open at top : the egg is of a bluish- 
brown colour, freckled with reddish-brown spots. 
We also killed a large hooting-owl, resembling that 
of the United States, except that it was more booted 
and clad with feathers. On the hills are many aro- 
matic herbs, resembling in taste, smell, and appear- 
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aQce the sage, hyssop, wormwood, soathemwoodf 
juniper, and dwarf cedar ; a plant, also, about two or 
three feet high, similar to the camphor in smell and 
^aste ; and another plant of the same size, with a 
long, narrow, smooth, soft leaf, of an agreeable 
smell and flavour, which is a favourite food of the 
antelope, whose necks are often perfumed by rub- 
bing against it. 

" April 15. We proceeded with a fine breeze from 
the south, and clear, pleasant weather. At seven 
miles we reached the lower point of an island in a 
bend to the south, which is two miles in length. 
Captain Clarke, who went about nine miles north- 
ward from the river, reached the high grounds, 
which, like those we have seen, are level plains 
without timber: here he observed a number of 
drains, which, descending from the hills, pursue a 
northeast course, and probably empty into the 
Mouse River, a branch of the Assiniboin, which, 
from Indian accounts, approaches very near to the 
Missouri at this place. Like all the rivulets of this 
neighbourhood, these drains are so strongly im- 
pregnated with mineral salts that they are not fit to 
drink. He saw, also, the remains of several camps 
of Assiniboins : the low grounds on both sides of the 
river are extensive, rich, and level. In a little pond 
on the north, we heard, for the first time this season, 
the croaking of frogs, which exactly resembled that 
of the small frogs in the United States. There were 
also in these plains great quantities of geese, and 
many of the grouse, or prairie-hen, as they are call- 
ed by the Northwest Company's traders. The note 
of the male of the latter, as far as words can repre- 
sent it, is COOK, cook, cook, coo, coo, coo, the first 
part of which both male and female use when flying: 
the male, too, drums with his wings when he flies, 
in the same way, though not so loud, as the pheas- 
ant : they appeared to be mating. Some deer, elk, 
and goats were in the low groimds, and buffalo on 
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.the sai^4idtcii68, tnit tbey were uncommonly shy ; 
we also saw a black bear, and two white ones." * ♦ * 

''April 16. The morning was clear, the wind light 
4toxn ihe southeast. The country presents the same 
appearance of low plains and meadows on the river, 
bounded a few miles back by broken hills, which 
end in high, lerel, fertile lands : the quantity of tim- 
ber is; iK>weT^ increasing. ' The appearance of 
■oinerals continues as usual, and to-day we found 
«eireral stones which seemed to have been wood, 
first carbonated, and' then petiified by the water of 
the Missouri, which has the' same effect on many 
vegetable substances. There is, indeed, reason to 
believe that the strata of coal in the hills cause \he 
fife, and the appearance which they exhibit of being 
bomed. Whenever these murks present themselves 
in the bluffs on the river, the coal is seldom seen ; 
and when found in the neighbourhood of the strata 
of biurned earth, the coal, with the sand and sul 
pharous matter usually accompanying it, is precise 
ly at the same height, and nearly of the same thick- 
ness with those strata." * • * 

*' April 17. We travelled this day tw;enty-six miles 
'through a country similar to that of yesterday, ex- 
cept Uiat then were greater appearances of burned 
hius, filHiishing lar^e quantities of lava and pumice- 
'8t0<to,of the last of which we observed some pieces 
illoating down the river, as we had previously done 
Is iow as the Little Missouri. In all the copses of 
wood ace the remains of the Assiniboin encamp- 
ments. 'Arouflid us are great quantities of game, 
such as herds of buffalo, elk, antelope, some deer 
and wolveS) and the tracks of bears : a curlew was 
also seen, and we obtained three beater, the flesh 
of which is more relished by the men than any other 
food we have. Just before we encamped we saw 
some tracks of Indians, whb had passed twenty- 
four hours before, and left four rafts, and whom we 
supposed to be a band of Assiniboins on their return 
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from war against the Indiana on the HoQky Mount- 
ains." • • • 

"April 18. We encamped about dark on a woody 
bank, haviug made thirteen miles. The eountry 
presented the usual variety of highlands intcrmptr- 
^ed With rich plains. In one of these we obsenred 
a species of pea, bearing a yellow flower, t>eing noF 
in blossom, the leaf and stalk resembling the com- 
mon pea: it seldom rises higher than six inches, 
and the root Is perennial. On the rose-bushes we 
also saw a quantity of the hair of the bufialo, which 
had become perfectly white by exposure, and re- 
fsembled the wool of sheep, except that it was moch 
inier, and more soft and silky. A buffalo which we 
killed yesterday had shed his long hair, and that 
which remained was»about two inches long, thick 
and fine, and would have furnished five pounds of 
wool, of which we have no doubt an excellent cloth 
might.be made. Our game today were a bearer, a 
deer, an elk, and some geese." * * • ♦» The beaver on 
this part of the Missouri are in greater quantities, 
larger and fatter, and their fur is more abundant, aad 
of a darker colour than any we had hitherto seen: 
their favourite Xood seems to be the baric of the cot- 
, tonwood and willow, as we have seen no other spe- 
cies of tree that has been touched by them, and these 
they gnaw to the ground through a^liameterof t^nty* 
inches." , • , 

On the 19th the wind was so high from the north- 
west that they could not proceed ; but, Mng less 
violent the following day, *' We set off;** says the 
Journal, "about seven .o'clock, and had neakiy lost 
one of the canoQs as we left the. ehxNre by the falling 
:in of a large pai^t of the bank. The wind, too, be- 
-came again so strong that we could, scarcely make 
■one. mile an hour, and the sudden squalls so clan|fer- 
ous to the small boats that we stopped for the ni^t 
among some willows on the north, not being able to 
.advance more than six and a half miles. In walk- 



id by Google 



WHXTEBABTH lUVEA. 183 

ipg Uirough the neighbouring plains we found a fer- 
tile soil covered with cottonwood, some -box, aMer, 
ash, red ^Im, and an undergrowth of willow, rose- 
iMishes, honeysuckle, red willow, gooseberry, cur- 
rant, and service-berries, and along the foot of the 
InUs great quantities of hyssop. Our hunters pro- 
cured elk and deer, which are now lean, and six 
beaver, which are fatter and more palatable. Along 
the plain there were also some Indian camps. Near 
one of these was a scaffold about seven feet high, 
OB which were two sleds with their harness, and. 
Ufider it the body of a i^male, careAiUy wrapped in 
several dressed bufl^lo skins: near it lay a bag 
made of buffalo skin, containing a pair of moccasins, 
some ted and blue paint, beaver*s nails, scrapers for 
dressing hides, some dried roots, seVeral plaits of 
sweet grass, and a small quantity of Mandan t^bac- 
ca. These things, as well as the body itself, had 
probably ikllen down by accident, as the custom is 
to place them on the scaffold. At a little distance 
was the body of a dog not yet decayed, who had 
met this reward for having dragged thus far in the 
^d the corpse of his mistress, to whom, according 
to the Indian usage, he had been sacrificed. 

** April SI. La^t night there was a hard white 
frost, and this morning the weather was cold, but 
<^ar and pleasant. The country was of the same 
description as within the few last days. We saw 
immense quantities of buffalo, elk, deer, antelope, 
geese, and some swan and ducks, out of which we 
procured three deer, four buffalo calves, which last 
are equal in flavour to the most delicious veal, also 
two beaver, and an otter. We passed one large and 
two small creeks on the south side, and reached at 
sixteen miles the mouth of Whiteearth River, com- 
ing in from the north. This river, before it reaches 
the low grounds near the Missouri, is a fine, bold 
/tre^im, sixty 3mrds wide, and is deep and navigable ; 
but it is so mueb chdced up at the entrance by the 
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mod of the Misaonri that iis ndoth » not more than 
ten yards wide." • • • 

, " AprU 22. The day clear and cold. We passed 
a high bluff on the north, and plains on tlie souUi» 
in which were large herds of bufihlo, till btfeakfast, 
when the wind became so strong ahead that we 
proceeded with difficulty. CTen with the aid of the 
towline. Some of the party now walked aeross to 
the WhiteearCh River, which here, at the distance of 
four miles from iis mouth, approacdies rery near lo 
the Missouri. It contains more water than is tisudi 
in streams of the same size at this Reason, with 
steep banks about ten or twelve feet high, and the 
water is much clearer than that of the Miasotui 
The salts, which have been mentioned as eoonaaii 
on the banks of the Missouri, are here so abundml 
that in many plSices the ground appears perfeotiy 
white, and from this circumstance it may have de- 
rived its name. It waters an open country, and is 
navigable almost to its source, wliich is not far from 
the Saskashawan; and, judging from its sixe aad 
course, it is probable that it extends as far as the fiyP- 
tieth degree of latitude. After mooh delay in con- 
sequence of the high wind, we succeeded in making 
eleven miles, and encamped in a low ground on the 
south, covered with cottonwood and rabbit-berries* 
The hills of the Missouri, near this plaee, exhibit 
large, irregular broken masses of rooks and stones, 
some of which, although two hundred feet above 
the water, seem at some remote period to have 
been subject to its influence, being apparently worn 
smooth by the agitation of the water. These rocks 
and stones consist of white and gray granite, a brit- 
tle black rock, ^int, limestone, freestone, some small 
specimens of an excel^nt pebble, and occasionally 
broken strata of a blaek-eolourisd stone, like petn- 
fled wood, which make good whetstones. The usiMil 
appearances of coal, or carbonated wood, and paai«> 
ice-stone, still continue;, the coal^beingof a better 
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qoality, and, when burned, -affording a hot and last* 
ing fire, emitting very little smoke or flame. There 
are large herds of deer, elk, buffalo, and antelope 
in view of us. The buffklo are not so shy as the 
rest, for they suffer us to approach within one hun- 
dred yards before they run, and then stop and re- 
sume their pasture at a very short distance. The 
wolves to-day pursued a herd of them, and at length 
catight a calf that was unable to keep up with the 
rest ; the mothers on these occasions defend their 
Toung as long as they can retreat as fast as the herd, 
but seldom return any distance to seek for them." 

The two following days the wind was so violent 
that they made but little progress. The party were 
much afflicted with sore eyes, which they supposed 
to be odcasioned by the quantities of sand which 
were driven from the sand-bars in such clouds as of- 
ten to hide from them the view of the opposite 
bank. ^* The particles of this sand,*' says the Jour^ 
nal, ^ are so fine and light, that it floats for miles in 
the air like a column of thick smoke, and is so pen- 
etrating that nothing can be kept free from it ; and 
we are compelled to eat, drink, and breathe it very 
copiously. To the same cause we attribute thie 
disorder of one of our watches, although its cases 
are double and tight ; since, without any defect in 
its works that we can discover, it will not run foe 
more than a few minutes without stopping. 

*' April 25. The wind moderated this morning, but 
was still high : we therefore set out early, the 
weather being so cold that the water froze on the 
oars as we rowed, and about ten o^clock the wind 
increased so much that we were obliged to stop. 
This detention by the wind, and the reports from 
our hunters of the crookedness of the river, induced 
lis to believe that we were at no great distance 
iVom the Yellowstone River. In oi^er, therefore^ 
to prevent delay as much as possible. Captain Lew- 
is determined to go on br land in search of that 
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riirer, and nuike the necessary ^bservatlonB, so as 
to be enabled to proceed imiBed lately after the 
boats should joia him. He aoeordingly Jaoded, 
about eleven o'clock, on the south side, accompa- 
nied by four men: the boats were prevented from 
going until five in the afterooon, when they went oa 
a few miles farther, and encamped for the night at 
the distance of fourteen and a half miles. 

** April 36. We continued our voyage in the morn- 
ing, and by twelve o'clock encamped at eight miles^ 
distance, at the junction of the Missouri and Yel- 
lowstone Rivers, where we were spoa joined by 
Captain Lewis." * • * 

"This latter river, known to the French as the 
Hoche Jaune^ or, as we have called it, the Yellow* 
stone, rises, acjcording to Indian information, in the 
Rocky Mountains. Its sources are near those of 
the Missouri and the Platte, and it may be navigated 
in canoes almost to its head. It runs 6r9t through 
a mountainous country, but which in many parts is 
fertile and well timbered : it then waters a lich, de^ 
lightful land, broken into valleys and meadows, and 
well supplied with wood and water, till it reachest 
near the Missouri, open meadowe and low grounds, 
which are sufficiently timbered on its boarders." ♦ • ♦ 
^ Just above the confluence we measured the two 
rivers^ and found the bed of the Missouri five hun- 
dred and twenty yards wide, the water occupying 
only three hundred and thirty, and the channel deep ; 
while the Yellowstone, including its sand-bar, ocou- 

Eied ei^ht hundred and fifty-eight yards, with two 
undred and ninety-seven yards of water :tl>e deep- 
est part of the channel waa twelve feet, but the riv- 
er is now falling, and seems to be nearly at its sum^ 
mer height. 

" April 27. We left the mouth of the Yellowstone^ 
Firom the point of junction a wood occupies the 
space between the two rivers, which, at the distance 
Of a mile, come withia two hundred asid fifty yards 
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oC eaeb otHer^ Tliere a beaiUi^l low plain coaai-< 
mences, and, widening as the. rivers' recede, extends 
along each of them for several oiiles, rising about 
half a mile from the Missouri into a level twelve- 
feet higher than the river. The low plain is a. few- 
inches above high- water mark, and where it joins 
the higher plain there is a channel of sixty or sev- 
enty yards in width, through which a part of the 
llissouri, when at its greatest height, passes intOi 
tiie Yellowstone. At two and a half miles ahove^ 
the junction, ai^ between the high and low plain, i^^ 
9- small lake two hundred yards wide, extending for 
g. mile parallel with the Missouri, along the edge of 
tt^ upper [dain. At t{ie lower extremity, of this 
lak^ about four hundred yards from the Missouri^ 
and twice that distance from the Yellowstone, is a 
sitpation highly.eHgible for a trading establishment :« 
it is in the high .plain, which extends back three 
inilea ia widths and sevea or eight miles in length, 
along the Yellowstone, where it is bordered by an 
extensive body of woodland, and along the Missou- 
ri with less breadth, till three miles above it is cir- 
cumscribed by the hills within a space four yaids in 
width. A sufficient quantity of hmcvstone for build- 
ing may easily be procured near the junction of the 
rivers : it does nW. lie in regular strata, but is in 
large irregular masses, of a light colour, and appaj 
i^atly of an excellent quality. Game, too, is very 
idbundant, and as yet quite gentle : above all, its ele- 
vation recommends it as preferable to the land at 
the confluence of the rivers, which their variable 
channels may rendei* very insecure. The northwest 
wind rose so high at eleven o'clock that we were 
ai^iged to stop till about, four in the afterni>oii, when 
tre {irooeeded till dusk. On the south a beautiful 
})4afn separates the two rivers, till at about six miles 
(here is a piece of low timbered ground, and a littV^ 
«ibove it blufs, whiere the country riises graduallgr 
tKftu tfafe river : the aituatrons en the oorth are mote 
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high and open. We encamped on that side, the 
wind, the sand which it raised, and the rapidity of 
the current having prevented our advancing more 
than eight miles ; during the latter part of the day 
the river became wider, and crowded with sand-bars. 
The game was in such plenty that we killed only 
what was necessary for our subsistence. For sev- 
eral days past we have seen great numbers of buf- 
falo lying d^ad along the shore, some of them part- 
ly devoured by the wolves. They have either su^ 
through t|[ie ice during the winter, or been drowned 
in attempting to cross ; or else, after crossing to 
some high blufT, have found themselves too much 
exhausted either to ascend or swim back again, and 
plerished for want of food : in this situation we fountf 
several small parties of them. There are geese, 
too, in abundance, and more bald eagles than we 
have hitherto observed ; the nests of these last be- 
mg always accompanied by those of two or three 
magpies, who are their inseparable attendants." 



CHAPTER VIII. 

tJsnal Appearance of Salt-^The formidable Character of the 
White Bear.— Porcupine River described.— Beaatiful Appear* 
ance of the surrounding Country.— Immense Qoantities of 
Gamci.— Milk River described.^ Big Dry Kiver.— An Instanoe 
of uncommon Tenacity of Life in a white Bear.— Narrow 
Escape of one of the Party from that Animal.— A atUl mora 
remarkable Instance.- Muscleshell Kiver. 

As they advanced the country on both sides was 
much broken, the elevations approaching nearer the 
river, and forming blufiis, some of a white, others of 
a red colour, exhibiting the usual , appearances of 
minerals, and there were some burned hills, though 
without any pumice-stone : the salts were in greats 
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qaantities than usual, ai^ the banks and sand-bars 
vrere coirered with a white incrustation like frost. 
The beaver had coipiuitted great devastation among 
the treest one ci which, nearly three feet in diameter, 
hAd been gnawed through by them. 

"April 29. We proceeded early," continues tlie 
Jottmal, '' with a moderate wind. Captain Lewis, 
\rho was on .shore with one hunier, met about eight 
&ckHik two white bears. Of the strength and fero- 
o^ of this animal (he, Indians had given us dreadful 
accounts ; they never attack him but in parties of niX 
or ^ight persons, and even then are often defeated, 
with the loBs^f oiie or more of the party. Having 
no w^pons but bows and arrows, and the bad guns 
virHftt which the traders dupply them, they are^ obli- 
ged to approach very near to the bear; and as no, 
wound eiirept through the head or heart is mortal, 
they frequently Mi a sacrifice if they miss their aim. , 
He kMi0T attaaks than avoids man ; and such is the 
teitor be has mspired, that^the Indians who go in 
quest of hinr punt themselves, and perform all the 
sof erstitioos riiee eustomary when they make war 
on a neighboucing nation. Hitherto, those we had 
seen did not appear desirous of encountering us ; but, 
although to a skilful rifleman the danger is very 
much diminished,^ the white bear is still a terrible 
aniniBl. pn approaching these two, both Captain 
Lewis and the hunter fired, and each wounded a 
hear. One of them made his escape; the other 
turned upon Captain Lewis, and pursued him for sev- 
enty or eighty yards; but, being badly wounded, he' 
could not run so fast as to prevent him from reload- 
ing his piece, which he again aimed at him, and a 
Miird shot from the hunter brought him to the ground. 
It was a male, not quite full grown, and weighed 
alM>at three hundred pounds:. the legs were some- 
what longer than those of the black bear, and the 
Qbtws and tusks much larger and longer. Its colour 
was a yellowish brown, the eyes small, black, and 
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piercing. The front of the fore legs of the aniroaj, 
near tlie feet, is usuallj black, and the fur is finef, 
thicker, and deeper than that of the black bear; 
added to which, it is a more furious animal, and very 
remarkable for the wounds which it wiU bear with- 
out dying.* 

** We are surrounded with deer, elk, buffalo, -anle- 
lope, and their companions the wolves, who have 
become more numerous, and make great ravaged 
among them : the hills are here much more rough 
and high, ahd almost overhang the banks of the riv- 
er. There are greater appearances of coal than we 
have hitherto seen, the strata of it being in some 

E laces six feet thick, and there are also strata of 
urned earth, which are always on the same level 
with those of the coal." - ■ 

The next day they passed a fertile country, with 
but little timber, arid saw some Indian lodges, which 
did not appear to have been recently inhabited. 
''The ganie^" says the journalist, '' continues abund- 
ant. We killed' the largest male elk we have yei 
seen : on placing it in its natural erect position, we 
found that it measured t\e feet three inches from the. 
point of the hoof to the top of the shoulder. The ai^ 

* As an instance of the aetonisbinf atrength of thb animi^ 
the Rev. Mr. Parker, in hia Tour to the Rookv Mounuina, atatea 
that Lientenant Stein, of the Draguona, told him tnat he ooce 
saw aome buffaloes passing near bushes where a grizzly bear lay 
concealed : the bear, with one stroke of his paw, tore three riba 
from one of the buffaloes, and laid it dead. 

The ribs of the buffalo are not ao invulnerable aa the forehead. 
Townsend, at page 97, relatea that he himself, to try the effisct 
of a ball aimea directly at the forehead of a bull buffalo, caa- 
tioualy approached to within ten feet of the animal, and dia> 
charged one of the barrela of his double hfle, which carried 
bails twenty to the pound. "The animal shook hia head, paw- 
ed up the ground with his hoofs, and making a sudden sprinii 
•ecompanied by aierrific roar, turned to make his esc.ape.** 4 
ahot from the second barrel in a vital part brought him dowo. 
On examination, the first ball was found flattened agamta Iks 
•cull, without having produced the amalleat frectnn. 
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telopes are yet lean, and the females are with yonpg. 
These fleet and quick-sighted animaUs are generally 
the victims of their curiosity. When they first see 
the hunters, they run with grekt velocity : if he lies 
down on the ground, and lift9 up his arm, his hat, or 
his foot, they return with a light trot to look at the 
object, and sometimes go and return two or three 
times, till they approach within reach of the Hfle. 
So, too, they sometimes leave their flock to go and 
look at the wolves, which crouch down, and, if the 
antelope is frightened at ^rst, repeat the same ma- 
tKBuvre, and sometimes relieve each other, till they 
d«cOy it from the party, when they seize it. But, 
generally, the wolves take them as they are cross- 
ing ^e rivers ; for, although swift on foot, they are 
not good swimmers." 

May opened with cold weather and high winds, 
which greatly retarded their progress. On the 2d 
snow fell so as to cover the ground to the depth of 
an inch, contrasting strangely with the advanced 
vegetation. ** Our game to-day," proceeds the Jour- 
nal, " were d^i, elk, and buffalo : we also procured 
three beaver. They were here quite gentle, as they 
have not been hunted ; but when the hunters are hi 
pursuit, they never leave their huts during the day. 
This animal we esteem a great delicacy, particular- 
ly the tail) which, when boiled, resembles in flavour 
the fresh tongues and sonnds of the codfish, and Is 
generally so large as to afford a plentiful meal for 
two men. One. of the hunters, in passing near an 
old Indian camp, found several yards of scarlet cloth 
suspended on the bough of a tree, as a sacrifice to 
the Deity, by the Assiniboins ; the custom of ma- 
king these offerings being common among that peo- 
ple, as, indeed, among all the Indians on the Mis- 
soun. The air was sharp this Evening ; the water 
froze on the oars as we rowed. 

^' May 3. The weather was quite cold, the ice a 
quarter of an inch thick in the kettle, and the snow 
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Btiy remained on the hills, thougk it bad meHed 
from the plai&s. The wiud, too, continued big^ 
from the vrest, but not so Tiolently as to prevent 
our going on. At two miles from our encampment 
we passed a curious collection of bushes, about thirty 
feet high, and ten or twelve in diameter, tied in the 
form of a fascine, and staading* on end in the middle 
of the low grOutid : ihi^i too, we supposed to ^ave 
been left by the Indians as a religious sacrifice. 
The low grounds on the river are much wider than 
common, sometimes extending from five to nine 
miles to the highlands, which are much lower thav 
heretofore, not being more than fifty or sixty fe^t 
above the lower plain. Through all this v^ley 
traces of the ancient bed of the river are in^ery- 
where -visible; and, since the hills have Income 
lower, the strata of coal, burned earth, and pumice- 
stone have in a great measure ceased, t^re beingt 
in fact, none to-day. At the distance of fourteen 
miles we reached the mouth of a river^on the north, 
which, from the unusual number of porcupines nev 
it, we. called Porcupine River. X^'^ i^ ^ bo^<l sind 
beautiful stream, one hundred ^nd twelve yards 
wide, thoiigh the water is only forty yards at its 
entrance." • • * " The water pf this river is , trans- 
parent, and is the only one that is so o( all those 
that fall into the Missouri. From the quantity of 
water which it contains, its direction, and the na- 
ture o£ the country through which it passes, it is not 
improbable that its soiirces inay be near the main 
body of the Saskashawan ; and, as in high water it 
can be no doubt navigated to a considerable distance, 
tt may be rendered the means of- intercourse with 
ihd Athabasky country, from which the Northwest 
Company derive so many of their valuable furs." 

• • • it W0 sa^ y^gt quantities of buffalo, elkt 
deer, principally of the long- tailed kind, antelope, 
beaiver, geese, diiicks, brant, and some swan. The 
poieupinesy too, are nmneioas, and so careless aad 
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clumsy that we can approach Very near without dis- 
turbing them as they are feeding on the young wil- 
lows. Towards evening we also found, for the ffrst 
thne, the nest of a goose among some driftwood, all 
that we have hitherto seen being on the tops of 
bfoken trees, on the forks, and invariably from fif- 
teen to twenty feet or more in height." 

• * * " May 4. There are, as usual, vast quantities 
of game, and extremely gentle ; the male buffalo, 
particularly, will scarcely give way to us, and, as 
we approach, will merely look at us for a moment 
as something new, and then quietly resume their 
feeding. In the course of the day we passed some 
old Indian hunting-camps, one of which consisted 
of two large lodges fortified with a circular fence 
twenty or thirty feet in dhimeter, and made of tim- 
ber laid horizontally, the beams overlaying each 
other to the height of five feet, and covered with the 
trunks and limbs of trees that have drifted down the 
river. The lodges themselves are formed by three 
or more strong sticks, about the size of a man's leg 
or arm, and twelve feet long, which are attached at 
the top by a withe of small willows, and spfead out 
80 as to form at the base a circle of from ten to four- 
teen feet in diameter: against these are placed 
pieces of driftwood and fallen timber, usually in 
three ranges, one on the other, and the interstices 
are covered with leaves, bark, and straw, so as to 
form a conical figure about ten feet high, with a 
small aperture in one side for the door. It is, how- 
ever, at best, a very imperfect shelter against the 
inclemencies of the seasons. / 

** May 5. We had a fine morning, and, the wind 
being from the east, we used our sails. At the dis- 
tance of five miles we came to a small island, and 
twelve miles farther encamped on the north, at the 
distance of seventeen miles. The country, like that 
of yesterday, is beautiful in the extreme. Among 
the vast quantities of game around us, we distin- 

VoL. I.-B 
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giush a small species of goose, differing considerah^ 
&om the coninion Canadiaii goose ; its ueck, heady 
and beak being much thicker, larger, and stronger, 
in proportion to its size, which is nearly a third 
smaller ; its noise, too, resembling more that of the 
brant, or of a young goose that has not yet fully ac- 
quired its note. In other respects — its colour, hab- 
its, and the number of feathers in the tail, the two 
species correspond: this species also associates ia 
flocks with the large geese, but we have not seen it 
pair off with them. The white brant is about the 
size of the common brown brant, or two thirds that 
of the common goose, than which it is also six inch- 
es shorter from the extremity of the wings, though 
the beak, head, and neck are larger and stronger. 
The body and wings are of a beautiful pure white, 
except the j^lack feathers of the first and second 
joints of the wings ; the beak and legs are of a red- 
dish or flesh-coloured white ; the eye of a moderate 
size, the pupil of a deep sea-green, encircled with ^ 
ring of yellowish brown ; the tail consists of sixteen 
feathers equally long; the flesh is dark, and, as 
well as its note, differs but little from that of th^ 
common brant, which in form and habits it resem- 
bles, and with which it sometinies unites in a com- 
mon flock. The white brant also associate by them- 
selves in large flocks; but, as they do not seem to 
be mated or paired 00*, it is doubtful whether they 
reside here during the summer for the purpose of 
rearing their young. 

" The wolves are also very abundant, and are of 
two species. First, the small wolf, or burrowSng- 
dogof the prairies, which are found in almost all the 
open plains : it is of an intermediate size between 
the fox and dog, very delicately formed, fleet, and 
active ; the ears are large, erect, and pointed ; the 
head long and pointed, like that of the fox ; the tail 
long and bushy ; the hair and fur of a pale reddish- 
brown colour, though much coarser than that of the 
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fML ; -the eye of a deep sea green colour, small ahd 
piercing : the claws rather longer than those of the 
woif of the Atlantic States, which animal, as far as 
we can pereeive, is not to be found on this side of 
the River Platte. These wolves usually associate 
in bands of ten .or twelve, and are rarely, if ever, 
seen alone, iK)t being powerful enough singly to at- 
tack a deer or antelope. They live and reai: their 
young in burrows, which they fix near some pass or 
spot much frequented by game, and sally out in a 
body against any animal which they can overpower, 
but on the slightest alarm retire to their burrowa, 
making a noise exactly like that of a small dog. 

**The second species is lower, shorter in th« legs, 
and thicker than the Atlantic wolf. Their colom*, 
which is not affected by the seasons, is of every va- 
riety of shade, from a gray or blackish hroWn to a 
creani-coloured white. They do net burrow, not 
<do they bark, but howl ; they frequent the woods and 

glains, and skulk along the skirts of :the bufl'alo 
erds, in order to attack the weary or >^ounded. 
" Captain Clarke and one of the hunters met this 
iBvening the largest brown bear we have seen. As 
toy ired he did not attempt to attack, but fled with 
» most tremendous roar^ and such was \m extraor- 
dinary tenacity of. life, that, althpugh he had five 
.batis passed through his Jungs, and five other 
wounds, he swam more than half across the river 
to a sand-bar, and survived twenty minutes. He 
weighed between five and six hundred pounds at 
least, and measured eight feet' seven inches and a 
balf froBM the nose to the extremity of the hind feet, 
five ^t ten mohes and a half round the breast, three 
feet eleven inches round the neck, one foot eleven 
inches round the niiddte of the fore leg, and his 
Olaws, five on each foot, were four inches and three 
eighths in length. This animal differs from the coat- 
Bt0n black bear in having his claws much longer 
gnd more blunt ; his tail shorter ; his hair of a red- 
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dish or bay brown, longer, finer, and more abundant; 
his liver, lunges, and heart much larger even in pro- 
portion to his size, the heart particularly, being equal 
to that of a large ox ; and his maw ten times larger. 
Besides fish and flesh, he feeds on roots and every 
kind, of wild fruit." 

• • • t( ^.^y g rpijg moraing being fair, and the 
wind favourable, we set sail, arid proceeded very 
well the greater part of the day. The country con- 
tinues level, rich, and beautiful; the low grounds 
wide, and, comparatively with the other parts of the 
Missouri, well supplied with wood. 'I'he appear- 
ances of coal, pumice-stone, and burned earth have 
ceased, though the salts of tartar or vegetable salts 
continue on the banks and sand-bars, and sometimes 
in the little ravines at the base of the hills." 

They this day passed three streams, or, more 
properly, beds of streams (for, though they contain- 
ed some water in standing pools, they discharged 
none), the first being twenty-five yards wide, the 
second fifty, and the last no less than two hundred, 
and to which they gave the names of Little Dry and 
Big Dry Creeks, and Big Dry River. 

The party proceeded up the river at the rate <rf 
about twenty miles a day, through beautiful and fer- 
tile plains, which rose g^radually from the low 
grounds bordering its banks to the height of fifty 
feet, ai\d extended a perfect level, at that elevation, 
as far in places as the eye cohld reach. On the 8th 
the^ passed a considerable stream, which, from the 
whitish colour of its water, they called Milk River; 
and on the following day the bed of a river, which, 
though as wide as that of the Missouri, like those 
passed a few days before, contained no runmng 
water. 

" The game," says the Journal, " is now in great 
qnantities, particularly the elk and buffalo, which 
last are so gentle that the men are obliged to dri?9 
them out of the way with sticks and stones. The 
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rav^^es of tfee beaver are very apparent. In one 
plac^ (he timtrer was entirely prostrated for a space 
of three aeres in front on the river, and one in depth, 
and a great part of it removed, though the trees 
were numerous, and some of them as thick as the 
body of a man." • • • •» For several days past the 
river has been as wide as it generally is near its 
. mouth ; but, as it is much shallower, crowded with 
sand-bars, and the colour of the water has become 
mnoh clearer, we do not yet despair of reaching the 
Rocky Mountains, for which we are very anxious." 

The party were much troubled with boils and im- 
posthumes, and also with sore eyes : for the formei 
they made use of emollient poultices, and an appli- 
cation of two grains of white vitriol, and one of su- 
gar of lead, dissolved in an ounce of water, for the 
eyes. 

"May 11. The wind," continues the Journal, 
"blew very hard in the night; but, having abated 
this morning, we went on very well, till in the af- 
ternoon- it became more violent, and retarded our 
progress: the current, too, was strong, the river 
very crooked, and the banks, as usual, constantly 
precipitating themselves in large masses into the 
water. The highlands are broken, and approach 
nearer the river than they do below. The soil, 
however, of both hills and low grounds appears as 
fertile as that farther down the river : it consists of 
a black-looking loam, with a small portion of sand, 
which covers the hills and bluffs to the depth of 
twenty or thirty feet, and, when thrown into* water, 
dissolves as readily as loaf-sugar, and effervesces 
like marl. There are also numerous appearances 
ef quartz and mineral salts: the first is most eom- 
iBoniv seen in the faces of the bliiffs ; the second is 
fuand on the h^lls as well as the low pounds, and ia 
the gulleys which come down from the hills ; it lies 
In a crust of two or three inches in depths and may 
l>e swept up with a feather in large quantiiies. There 
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is no longer any appearance of coal, burned ear^h^ ox 
pumice-stone. We saw and visited some high bills 
on the north side, about three miles from the river, 
whose tops were covered with the pitch-pine. This 
is the first pine we have seen on the Missouri, and 
it is like that of Virginia, except that the leaves are 
somewhat longer. Among this pine is also a dwarf 
cedar, sometimes between three or four feet bi^ 
but generally spreading itself like a vine along the 
surface of the earth, which it covers very closely, 
putting out roots from the under side. The fruit 
and smell resemble those of the common red- cedar, 
^but the leaf is finer and more delicate. The tops 
of the hills where these plants grow have a soil quite 
different from that jus^ described : the basis of it is 
usually yellow or white clay, and the general ap- 
pearance light-coloured, sandy, and barren, some 
scattering tufts of sedge being almost its only herb- 
age. About five in the afternoon, one of our men, 
who had been afflicted with boils, behig suffered to 
walk on shore, came running to the boats with loud 
cries, and every symptom of terror and distress. 
For some time after we had taken him on board, he 
was so much , out of breath as to be unable to de- 
scribe the cause of his anxiety ; but he at length told 
us that about a mile and a half below he had shot a 
brown bear, which immediately turned, and was in 
close pi)rsuit of him ; though, being badly wound- 
ed, he could not overtake him. Captain Lewis, 
with seven men, immediately went in search of 
him : and, having found his track, followed him by 
the blood for a mile, found him concealed in some 
thick brushwood, and shot him with two balls 
through the scull. Though somewhat smaller thaa 
that killed a few days ago, he was a monstrous soi- 
mal, and a most terrible enemy. Our man had shol 
him through the centre of the lungs : yet he had 
pursued him furiously for half a mile, then returned 
more than twice that distance, and with his paws 
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had prepared himself a bed ia the earth two feet 
deep and five feet long, and was perfectly alive 
when they found him, which was at least two hours 
after he received the wound. The wonderful power 
of life which these animals possess renders them 
dreadful : their very track in the mud or sand, which 
we have sometimes found eleven inches long, and 
seven and a quarter wide, exclusive of the claws, is 
alarming ; and we had rather encounter two Indians 
than meet a single brown bear. There is no chance 
of killing them by a single shot unless the ball goes 
through the brains, .and this is very difficult on ac- 
count of two larse muscles which cover the side of 
the forehead, and the sharp projection of the centre 
of the frontal bone, which is also thick. The flee.ce 
and skin of this bear were a heavy burden for two 
men, and the oil amounted to eight gallons. 

" May 12. The weather being clear and calm, we 
set out early. On both sides of the river the coun- 
try is rough and broken, the low grounds becoming 
narrower. The soil of the hills has now altered its 
texture considerably; their base, like that of the 
river plains, is, as usual, a rich black loam, while 
from the middle to the summits they are* composed 
of a light brown-coloured earth, poor and steril, and 
intermixed with a coarse white sand." 

The character of the country continued n^uch the 
same the two following da^^s, but the current of the 
river became stronger, and its waters clearer, as they 
advanced. Game was, as usual, in great abundance. 
" Towards evening (on the 14th) the men in the 
hindmost canoes discovered a large brown bear 
lying in the open grounds, about three hundred 
paces from the river. Six of them, all ffood hunters, 
immediately went to attack him, and, concealing 
themselves by a small eminence, came unperceivea 
within forty paces of him. Four of the hunters 
now fired, and each lodged a ball in his bodv, two 
of them directly through the lungs. The furious 
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fttiimal sprang up and ran open-mouthed upon them. 
As he eame near, the two hunters who haa reserved 
their fire gave him two wounds, one of which, break- 
ing his shoulder, retarded his motion for a moment ; 
fnrt before they coutd reload he was so near that 
they were obliged to run to the river, and before 
they had reached it he had almost overtaken them. 
Two jumped into the canoe ; the other four sep- 
arated, and, concealing themselves in the willows, 
fired as fast as they could reload. They struck him 
several times, but, instead of weakening the mon- 
ster, each shot seemed only to direct him towards 
the hunters, till at last he pursued two of them *so 
closely that they threw aside their gims and pouches, 
and jumped down a perpendicular bank of twenty 
feet into t1ie river : the bear sprang after them, and 
was within a few feet of the hindmost, when one of 
"the hunters on shbre shot him in th^ head, and final- 
ly killed him. They dragged him to the shore, and 
found that eight balls hac^ passed through him in 
differeht directions. The bear was old, and the meat 
tough, so that they took the skin only, and rejoined 
us at camp, where we h^d been as mucfi terrified by 
an accident of a different kind. 

" This was the narrow escape of one of our ca- 
noes, cpntaining all our papers, instruments, medi- 
cine, and almost every article indispensable for th« 
success of our enterprise. The canoe'' being under 
sail, a sudden squall of wind struck her obliquefy 
and turned her considerably. The man at the helm, 
who was unluckily the worst steersman of the par- 
ty, became alarmed, and, instead of putting her be- 
fore the wind, luffed her up into it. The wind was 
so high that it forced the brace of the squaresail out 
of the hand of the man who was attending it, and in- 
stantly upset the carioe, which would have been 
turned bottom upward but fbr the resistance nrrade 
by the awning. Such was the confusion on boani, 
and the waves ran so high, that it was half a minute 
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before she righted, and then nearly full of water, 
bat by bailing her out she was kept u-om sinking un- 
til they rowed ashore. Besides the loss of the lives 
of three men, who, not being able to swim, would 
probably have perished, we should have been de- 
prived of nearly everything necessary for our pur- 
poses, at a distance of between two and three thou- 
sand miles from any place where we could supply 
the deficiency." 

Fortunately, the only loss sustained by this acci- 
dent, which threatened tb be so serious, was that of 
tome of their medicines, which were Spoiled by be- 
ing wet. Nothing special occurred the two follow- 
ipg days. 

^* May 17. We set out early," continues the Jour- 
nal, ** and proceeded on very well. The banks be- 
ing firm, and the shore bold, we were enabled to use 
the towline, which, whenever the banks will permit 
it, is the safest ^ud most expeditious mode of as- 
cending the river, except under a sail with a steady 
breeze." ♦ • • " The country in general is rugged^ 
the hills high, with their summits and sides partially 
covered wiui pine and cedar, and their bases on both 
sides washed by the river. Like those already men- 
tioned, the lower part of these hills is a dark rich 
loam, while the upper region, for one hundred and 
Miy feet, consists of a whitish brown sand, so hard 
88 in many places to resemble stone, though in fact 
very little stone or rock of any kind is to be seen on 
the hills. The bed of the Missouri is much narrower 
than usual, being not more than between two and 
three hundred 3riurds in width, with an uncommonly 
large proportion of gravel ; but the sand-bars, and 
low points covered with willows, have almost en- 
tiiely disappeared : the timber on the river consists 
of scarcely anjrthing more than a few scattered cot- 
tonwood-trees. The saline incrustations along the 
banks and the foot of the hills are more abundant 
Iban usual. The game is la great quantities, but the 
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buflBlo are not^so numerous as they were some days 
ago. Two rattlesnakes were seen to-day, and one 
of them we killed : it resembles those of the middle 
Atlantic states, being about two feet six inches loog, 
of a yellowish brown on the back and sides, rarie- 
gated with a row of oval dark brown spots, lying 
transversely on the back from the neck to the tail, 
and having two other rows of cireular spots of the 
same colour on the sides along the edge of the sen- 
ta : there are one hundred and seventy-six scuta on 
the belly, and seventeen oh the tail." 

• # * « Lj^te at night we were roused by the sev- 
geant of the guard, in consequence of fire having 
communicated to a tree overhanging our camp. 
The wind wa!S so high, that we had not removed the 
camp more than a few minutes when a large part 
of tne tree fell, precisely on the spot it had occu- 
pied, and would have crushed ns if we had not been 
alarmed in time;" 

The character of the country was fast changing : 
the willow had for the most part disappeared, tad 
the Cottonwood, almost the only timber remuniog, 
was becoming scarce. 

" May 19. The last night," continues the narrative, 
" was disagreeably cold ; and in the morning there 
was^ very heavy fog, which obscured the river so 
much as to prevent our seeing the ^ way. This is 
the first fog of any degree of density which we 
have experienced. There was also, last evening, a 
fall of dew, the second which we have observed 
since entering this extensive open' country. About 
eight o'clock the fog dispersed, and we proceeded 
with the aid of the towline. The country resem- 
bles that of yesterday, high hills closely bordemig 
the river. In the afternoon the river became ci^ook- 
ed, and contained more sawyers o¥ floating tihnber 
than we have*seen In the same space since leartag 
the Platte. Our game consisted of deer, beaver, aMd 
elk : we also killed a brown bear, which, alihoa^ 
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•bot.Uirou^ the heart, ran at their usual pace near* 
ly a quarter of a mile before he fell.** 

On the 20th. they reached the mouth of a large 
river on the south, and encamped for the day at the 
upper point of its junction with the Missouri. 
" This stream," says the Journal, " which we. sup- 
pose to be that called by the Minnetarees the Mus- 
cleshell River, empties mto the Missouri two thou- 
sand two hundred and seventy miles above the 
month of the latter river, and in latitude 47** 24" 
north. It is one hundred and ten yards wide, and 
contains more water than streams of that size usual- 
ly do in this country." Among the game killed 
this day were two large owls, with long feathers on 
the sides of the head resembhng ears, and which 
they took to be the hooting owls, though they were 
much larger, and their colours brighter than those 
common in the IJnited States. 

" May 21, The morning being very fine, we. were 
able to employ the rope, and made twenty miles. 
lonits QQUFse the Missouri makes a sudden and ex- 
tensive bend towards the south, to receive the wa- 
ters of the MoseleShell. The neck of land thus 
formed, though itself hi^, is lower than the sur- 
rounding country ; and makes a waving valley, ex- 
t^piding for a great distance to the northward, with 
a fw^e soil, which, though without wood, produces 
a fine turf of low grass, some herbs, and vast quan- 
tities of prickly pear. The country on the south is 
high, broken, and crowned with some pine and 
dwarf cedar; the leaf of this pine is longer than 
that of the common pitch or red pine of Virginia, 
the cone is longer and narrower, the imbrications " 
wider and thicker, and the whole frequently covered 
with rosin." 

• • • 4i ^ay 22. The river continues about two 
hundred and fifty yards wide, vith feWer sand-bars, - 
and Uie current more gentle and regular. Game is 
no longer in such abundance since leaving the Mus-^ 
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cleshell. We have caught very few fish on this sidd 
0/ the Mahdans, and these were the white catfish of 
from two to five pounds. We killed^a deer and a 
bear: we have not seen in this quarter the black 
bear, common in the United States and on the low- 
er parts of the Missouri, nor have we discerned any 
of their tracks, which may easily be, distinguished 
by the shortness of its claws from tlie brown, griz- 
zly ,^ or white bear, all of which seem to be of the 
same family, assuming those colours at difierent 
seasons of the year." 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Party continue their Route.— Judiih River— Indian Mode 
of taking the Buffalo.— Slaughter River. — Phenomena of Na- 
ture.— walls on the Banks of the Missouri.— The Party en* 
cannp, to ascertain which of the Streams constitute the lfii> 
soon.— Captain Lewis leaves the Partj to explore the Nortb- 
era Fork, and. Captain Clarke explores the Southern. — ^Nar- 
row Escape of one of Captain Lewis's Party. 

"May 23. Last night the frost was seveire, and 
this morning the ice appeared along the edges of the 
river, and the water froze on our oars. At the dis- 
tance of a mile we passed the entrance of a creek 
on the north, which we named Teapot Creek : it is 
fifteen yards wide, and, although it nas running wa- 
ter at a small distance from its mouth, yet it dis- 
charges none into the Missouri, resembUng, we be- 
lieve, most of the creeks of this hilly country, the 
waters of which are absorbed by the thirsty soil 
near the river. They indeed aflford but little water 
in any part ; and even that is so strongly tainted 
with salts that it is unfit for use, though all the wild 
animals are very fond of it. On experiment it wbs 
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found to be moderately purgative." • • • " The riv- 
er has become more* rapid, the country the same as 
yesterday, except that there is rather more rocks on 
the face of the hills, and some small spruce pine 
appears among the pitch." • * • 

** May 24. The water in th€j kettles froze one 
eighth of an inch during the night ; ice appears 
along the margin of the nver, and the cottonwood- 
trees, which have lost nearly all their leaves by the 
frost, are putting forth other buds." * • • " At twen- 
ty-four and a half miles we reached a point of wood- 
land on the south, where we observed that the trees 
had no leaves, and encamped for the niffht. The 
high country through which we have passed for some 
days, and where we now are, we suppojse to be a 
continuation of what the French traders called the 
Cdte Noire, or Black Hills. The country thus de- 
nominated consists of high, broken, irregular hills, 
and short chains of mountains, sometimes one hun- 
dred and twenty miles in width, sometimes narrow- 
er, but always much higher than the country on ei- 
ther side. They commence about the head of the 
Kanzas, where they diverge ; the first ridge going 
westward, along the northern shore of the Arkan- 
saw ; the second approaching the Rocky Mountains 
obliquely, in a course a little to the W. of N.W. ; 
and, after passing the Platte above its forks, and in- 
tersecting the Yellowstone near the Big Bend, they 
cross the Missouri at this place, and probably swell 
the' country as far as the Saskashawan, though, as 
they are represented much smaller here than to the 
south, they may not reach that river." 

The next day they proceeded onward, availing 
themselves of the towline wherever the banks per- 
mitted its use. They were much incommoded by 
barriers of stone which had been forced into the 
rhrer by the spring torrents. In the course of the 
day they saw several herds of the big-homed ani- 
mal, and killed some of them. 

Vol. I.— S 
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" May 26. We praceeded on at an early hour by 
means of the towjine, using onr oars merely in pass- 
ing the river, to take advantage of thp best banks. 
There are now scarcely any low grounds on the 
river, the hills being high, and in many places press- 
ing on both sides to the verge of the water." 

At the distance of thirteen miles frgm their start- 
ing-place in the morning, Captain Lewis ascended 
some hills op the north side of the river, from the 
summits of which he had the first view of the Rocky 
Mountains, "the object," the joumaUst reniarks^ 
** of all our hopes, and the reward of all our ambi- 
tion. On both sides .of th^ river, and at no great 
distance from it, the mountains followed its course; 
above these, at the distance of fifty rniles from us, 
an irregular range of mountains spread themselves 
from west to northwest from his position. . To th« 
north of these, a few elevated points, the most re- 
markable of which bore north 65° west, appeared 
above the horizon; and, as the sun shone on the 
snows of their summits, he obtained p, clear and 
satisfactory view of those mountains where are the 
sources of the Missouri and the Columbia." * • ♦ 
*' At the distance of five miles, between h|gh bluffs, 
we passed a very difficult rapid, reachmg qiiue across 
the river, where the water is deep, the channel nar*- 
row, and gravel obstructing it on each §ide. W^ had 
fipreat difficulty in ascending it, although we used 
both the rope and the pole, and doubled the crews. 
This is the most considerable rapid on the Missouri, 
and, in fact, the only place where the^e is a sudden 
descent. As we were labouring up it, a female !elk, 
with its fawn, swam down through the waves, which 
ran very high, and obtained for the pl^ce the juamfi 
of the Elk Rapids." * • • 

; " The country has now become desert and barren: 
the appearances of coal, burned earth, pumice-stoi^ 
salts, and quartz continue as yesterday ; but there 
is ho timber, except the thinly-scattered piae and 
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f^srnee x)n the? summits of ttm hflfe or along the 
sidcar. The only ahimftls We have observed &.re the 
elfc, tb« bighorn, and the hare common in this coun- 
^v ♦ * # 

f* May* 2T. The Wind waS so high that Ve did not 
alarl till ten o'clock, and even then v^ere obliged to 
i»e the line during the greater part of the day. The 
liver hasbecome exceedingly rapid, with a very per- 
oeptibld ^cem. Its general width is about two 
htirtdred yards: the shoals^ too, are more ft-equent, 
and the rocky poittts at the mduth of the guUeys" 
more troublesome to pass." • • • "The water is 
bordfered by high nigged'WtJffs, Composed of itregu- 
Iflr but horizontal strata of yellow arid brown, or 
Mack clay, browit and yellowish white sand, soft 
yellowish white sandstone, hard dark brown free- 
gtohe; and also lar^e^ round, kidney- (brmed, irregular 
separate masses of a hard black ironstone, imbed- 
ded in tt^ cl&3r and sand: sonie doal, or carbonated 
wood, also makes Its appeartoce in the cliffy, as do 
2rli^ its usual attendahts, the pumiee-stone and burn- 
ed eirth." • ♦ * 

" May 28. THe Wfeath^r was' dark and cloudy, the 
air shioky, tfnd there fell a ftiw drops of rain. At 
ten o'clock we had agam a light sprinkling of rain, 
attended with dfetarit thmider, which i$ the first that 
has occurred sinde bur leavirir the Maridans. We 
employed the line genfer^liy, with thef addition of the 
pole at ttie ripples and rocky pioints, which we find^ 
Hidre numerous and^ trobblesome than those we 
passed 3resierday. The watei- is Very rapid round 
thtese points, arid we ar^ soriifetiriies obliged to steer 
the canoes between thd points of sharp rocks rising 
tf few inches ahbve the silr face! of th^ water, and so 
nakr to each other that, if bur ropes give Way, the 
fbrfce of the dUit^rtt drives the sides of the canoes 
a^irist them, aftd must inevitably Upset them, or 
dash 'them to pieces. These cord« are veiy slender, 
bietiwg al^iW aU'rii^dfeofelk-skih, and much worn 
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gnd rotted by exposure to the weather. Serer^ 
times they have given way, but, fortunately, always 
in places where there was room for the canoe to turn 
without striking the rock ; yet, with all our pree fio- 
tions, it was with infinite risk and labour that we 
passed these points. An Indian pole for building 
floated down the river, and was worn at one end as 
if dragged along the ground in travelling: several 
other articles were also brought down bx the cur- 
rent, which indicate that the Indians are probably 
at no great distance from us ; and, judging from a 
foot-bdl, which resembles those used by the Minne* 
tarees near the Mandans, we conjecture that tbcgr 
must be a band of the Minnetarees of Fort de Prai- 
rie. The appearance of the river and surrounding 
country contmued as usual, till, towards evening, al 
about fifteen miles, we reached a large creek on the 
north, thirty-five yards wide, discharging some wa- 
ter, and which we named after ene of our men, 
Thompson's Creek. Here the country assumed a 
totally different aspect: the hills retired on both 
sides from the river, which spreads to more than 
three times its former size, and is filled with a num- 
ber of small handsome islands covered with cotton- 
wood. The low grounds on its banks are again 
wide, fertile, and enriched with trees : those on the 
north are particularly wide, the hills being comparts 
tively low, and opening- into three large Valleys, 
which extend themselves for a considerable distance 
towards ihe north. These appearances of vegeta<^ 
tion are delightful after the dreary hills among which 
we have passed ; and we have now to congratulate 
ourselves at having escaped from the laDst ridges of 
the Black Mountains. On leaving Thompson's 
Creek we passed two small islands, and at twenty- 
three miles' distance encamped among some timber 
on the north, opposite to a small creek, which we 
named Bull Creek. The bighorn are in great qaan- 
titles, and must bring forth their young at a veiy 
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e.^Iy season, as they are now half grown. One of 
tfie party saw a large bear also; but, being at a dis^ 
tance from the river; and having no timber to coo* 
ceal him, he would not venture to fire. 

" May 39. Last night we were alarmed by a new 
sort of enemy. , A butfalo swam over from the op- 
posite side, and to the ispot where lay one of our ca-' 
noes, over w:hich he clambered to the shore : then, 
taking fright, he ran full speed up the bank toward^ 
our fires, apd passed within eighteen inches of the 
heads of some of the men before the sentinel could 
make him change his course. Stili more alarmed^ 
he ran down between four fires, and within a few 
inches of the heads of a second, row of the men, and 
would have broken into our lodge if the barking of . 
the dog had not stopped him. He .suddenly turned 
to. the riglxt, and was out of sight in a moment, leav- 
ing us all in confusioh, every one seizing, his rifie 
aiKl -inqoirit^ the cause of the alarm. On learning 
what had ha^^ened, we had to rejoice at suffering 
no more injury than some damage to the guns that 
were in the canoe which the buffalo crossed." 

* * * " We passed an island and two sand-bars, 
and at the distance of two and a half miles came to 
a handsome river, which discharges itself on the 
south, and which we ascended to the distance of a 
mile and a half^: we called it Judith's River. It rises 
in the Rocky Mountains, in about the same place 
with Ihe Muscleshell, and near the Yellowstone 
River. It^ entrance is one hundred yards wide 
from one bank to the other, the water occupying 
about seventy-five yarils, and being in greater quan- • 
tity than that of t|ie Muscleshell River." * ♦ * 
"There were great jmmbers of the argalea, or big- 
horned animals, in the high country through which 
it passes, and of beaver in its waters. Just above 
the entrance of it we saw the ashes of the fires of 
one hundred and twenty-six lodges, which appeared 
to have been deserted about twelve or fifteen days. 
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and on the other side of the Missouri a large en. 
campnieut, apparently formed by the same natioB. 
On examining some moccasins which we found 
there, our Indian woman said that they did not be- 
long to her own nation, the Snake Indians, but she 
thought they indicated a tribe on this side of the 
Rocky Mountains, and to the north of the Missouri: 
indeed, it is probable that they were the Miimeta- 
rees of Fort de Prairie. At the distance of six and 
a hatlf miles the hills again approach the brink of 
the river, and the stones washed down from them 
form a very bad rapid, with rocks and ripples more 
numerous and difficult than those we passed on the 
27th and 28th." ♦ • • " On the north we passed a 
precipice about one hundred and twenty feet high, 
under which lay scattered the remains of at least 
one hundred carcasses of buffalo, although the water, 
which had waslied away the lower part of the hill, 
must have carried off many of the dead. 
** These buffalo had been chased down the preci- 

Eice in a way very common on the Missoun, and 
y which vast herds are destroyed in a moment. 
The mode of hunting is to select one of the roost 
active and fleet young men, who is disguised by a 
buffalo skin round his body ; the skin of the head, 
with the ears and horns, being fastened on his own 
in such a way as to deceive the animal. Thus 
dressed, he fixes himself at a convenient distance 
between a herd of buffalo and any of the river preci- 
pices, which sometimes extend for miles. His com- 
panions in the mean time get in the rear and on the 
sides of the herd, and at a given signal show them- 
selves, and advance towards them. The buffalo in- 
stantly take the alarm,* and, finding the hunters be- 
side them, they run towards the disguised Indian or 
decoy, who leads them on at foil speed towards the 
river, when, suddenly securing himself in some crer- 
ice of the cliff which he had previously fixed on, the 
herd is left on the brink of the precipice. It is then 
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tapossible for the foremost to retreat, or even to 
•Cop: they are pressed on bv the hindmost rank, 
which, seeing no danger but uom the hunters, goad 
on those before them, till the whole are precipitated 
over the cliff, and the shore is strewed with their 
dead bodies. Sometimes, in this perilous seduction, 
the Indian himself is either trodden mider foot by 
the rapid movements of the buffalo, or, missing his 
footing in the cliff, is urged down the precipice bv 
the falling herd. The Indians then select aa mucK 
meat as they wish, and the rest is abandoned to the 
wolves, and creates a most dreadful stenchi The 

- wolves which had been feasting on these carcasses 
were very fat, and so gentle that one of them was 
killed with a spontoon." • • • 

** May 30. The rain, which commenced last even- 
ing, continued with little intermission till eleven 
this morning, when, the high wind which accompa- 
nied it having abated, we set out. More rain najs 
now fallen than we have liad since the 1st of Sep- 
tember last, and many circumstances indicated our 
approach to a climate differing considerably from 

. that of the country through which we have been 

Sassing : the air of the open country is astonishingly 
ry and pure. * Observing that the case of our sex- 
tant, though perfectly seasoned, shrank, and the 
joints opened, we tried several experiments, by 
which it appeared that a table-spoonful of water, 
exposed in a saucer to the air, would evaporate in 
thirty-six hours, when the mercury did not stand 
higher than the temperate point at the greatest heat 
of the day. The river, notwithstanding the rain, is 
much clearer than it was a few days past ; but we 
advance with great labour and difficulty, the rapid 
current, the rippfes, and rocky points rendering the 
navigation more embarrassing than even that of yes- 
terday." ♦ ♦ • " On ascending tlje hills near the 
river, one of the party found that there, was snow 
miXedr with the rain on the heights, a little back 6t 
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Vlrhkh the country becomes pefrfectly level on bdHi 
sides of the river. There is now no timber on the 
hil^s, and only a few scattered cotton wood- trees, 
ash, box-alder, and willows along the water. In the 
course of the day we pjassed several encampments 
of Indians, the most recent of which seemed to have 
been evacuated about five ^t'eeks since ; and, from 
the several apparent dates, we supposed that they 
were formed by a band of about one hundred lodges, 
who were travelling slowly up the river. Althou^ 
no part of the Missouri from the Minhetarees to this 
place exhibits signs of permanent settlements, yet 
none ^em exempt ftom the transient visits of hunt- 
ing-parties. We know that the Mlnneiarees of the 
Missouri extend their excursions on.the south side 
of the river as high as the Yellowstone, and the As- 
8inib6ins visit tire northern side, most probably as 
high as Porcupine River. All the lodges between 
that place and the Rocky Mountains we suj^posed 
to belong to the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie, who 
Mve on the ^outh fork of the Saskashawan." 

They had to encounter the same obstructions and 
difficulties the following day. "At nine miles,** 
says the journalist, ** we tame to a high wall of 
black rock, rising from the water^s edge on the 
south above the cliffs of the river: this continued 
about a quarter of a mile, aiid wais succeeded by a 
high open plain, till three miles farther a second 
wall, two hundred feet high, rose on the same side. 
Three miles farther, a wall of the same kind, about 
two hundred feet high and twelve in thickness, ap- 
peared to the north. 

" These hills and river cliffs exhibit a most extra 
ordinary and romantic appearance. They rise in 
most places nearly perpendicular from the river, to 
the height of between two and three hundred feet, 
and are formed of very white sandstone, so soft as 
id yield readily to the acti6n of water, but in the 
upper part of which lie imbedded two or ilMt t)^ 
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horizontal strata of white freestone unaffected bv 
the rain ; and on the top is a dark rich loam, which 
forms a gradually ascending plain, from a mile to a 
mile and a half in extent, when the hills again rise 
abruptly to the height of about thr^ hundred feet 
more. In trickling down the cliff's the water has 
worn the soft sandstone into a thousand grotesque 
figures, among which, with a little fancy, may be 
discerned elegant ranges of freestone buildings, with 
columns variously sculptured, and supporting long 
and elegant galleries, while the parapets are adorned 
with statuary. On a nearer approach they repre- 
sent every form of elegant ruins: columns? some 
with pedestals and capitals entire, others mutilated 
and prostrate, and some rising pyramidally over 
each other till they terminate in a sharp point. 
These are varied by niches, alcoves, and the cus- 
tomary appearances of desolated magnificence. The 
delusion is increased by the number of martins 
which have built their globular nests iathe nichest 
and hover over these columns as in our country they 
are accustomed to frequent large stone structures. ■ 
^ As we advance there seems no end to the vis^ 
ionary enchantment which surrounds us. In the 
midst of this fantastic scenery are vast ranges of 
walls, which seem the productions of art, so regular 
is the workmanship. They rise perpendicularly 
from the river, sometimes to the height of one hun- 
dred feet, varying in thickness from one to twelve 
feet, being equally broad at the top as below. The 
stones of which they are formed are black, thick, 
and durable, and composed of a large portion of 
earth, intermixed and cemented with a small quan- 
tity of sand, and a considerable proportion of talc Ov 
quartz. Tiiese stones are almost invariably regulai( 
parallelopipeds of unequal sizes in the wall, but 
equally deep, and laid regularly in ranges over each 
otner like bricks, each breakmg and covering the 
interstice of the two on which it rests. But, thougl^ 



,d by Google 



^14 irwifir autd Clarke's expedition. 

the perpendicular interstice be destroyed, the hori- 
zontal one extends entirely through the wh61e work. 
The stones, too, are proportioned to the thickness 
Hof the wall in which they are employed, being lar- 
gest in the thickest walls. The thinner walls are 
composed of a single depth of the parallelopiped, 
while the thicker ones consist of two or more depths. 
These walls pass the river at several places, rising 
from the water's edge much above the sandstone 
bluffs, which they seem to penetrate ; thence they 
cross in a straight line, on either side of the river, 
the plains, over which they tower to the height of 
from ten to seventy feet, until they lose themselves 
in the second range of hills. Sometimes they run 
parallel in several ranges near to each other, soine- 
times intersect each other at right angles, and have 
the appearance of walls of ancient houses or gar- 
dens." ' N 
. • • * u YfQ gji^^ but could not procure, a beautiful 
foi, of a colour varied with orange, yellow, white, 
and black, rather smaller than the common fox of 
this country, and about the same size as the red fox 
of the United States. The river to-day has been 
from about one hundred and fifty to two hundred 
and fifty yards wide, with but little timber." 

♦ • *'**' June 1. The weather was cloudy, with a 
few drops of rain. As we proceeded by the aid of 
our cord, we found the river cliffs and bluffs not so 
high as yesterday, and the country more level. The 
timber, too, is in greater abundance on the banks, 
though there is no wood in the high ground ; coal, 
however, appears in the bluffs. The river is from 
two hundred to two hundred and fifty yards wide, 
the current more gentle, the water becoming still 
clearer, and ffewer rocky points and shoals than wie 
m^t yesterday, though those which we did eneoun* 
ter were equally difficult to pass. Game is by no 
means in such plenty as below : all that we obtain- 
ed were one bighorn and a mule-deer, though we 
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saw in the plains a (juanlity'Of bufialo.'* ♦ ♦ ♦ " la 
the plains near the river are the chokecherry, yel- 
low and red currant- bushes, as well as the wild row 
and prickly pear, both of which are now in bloom. 
From the tops of the river hills,, which are lower 
than usual, we enjoyed a delightful view of the rich 
fertile plains on both sides, in many places extend- 
ing from the river cliffs to a great distance back." 
• * * " A mountain, or part of the North Mountain, 
approaches the river within eight or ten miles, bear* 
ing north from onr encampment of last evening; 
and this morning a range of high mountains, bear- 
ing southwest from us, and apparently running to 
the westward, are seen at a great distance, covered 
with snow. In the evening we had a little more 
rain. 

"June 2. The wind blew violently last night, and 
a slight shower of rain fell, but this morning was 
fair. The current of (he river is strong but regular, 
the timber increases in quantity, the low^ grounds 
become more level and extensive, and the bluffs are 
lower than before. As the game is very abundant, 
we think it necessary to begin a collection of hides 
for the purpose of making a leathern boat, which we 
intend constructing shortly. Thei hunters, who were 
out the greater part of the day, brought in six elk, 
two buffalo, two mule-dee^, and a bear. This last 
animal had nearly cost us the lives of two of our 
hunters, who were together wh^n he attacked them. 
One of them narrowly escaped being caught, a-nd 
the other, after running a considerable distance, con- 
cealed himself in some thick bush£s, and, while the 
bear was in quick pursuit of his hiding-place, his 
companion cai[ne up, and fortunately shot the ania|^ 
through the head." 

• • • ** At the distance of eighteen miles from our 
encampment, we came to for the night in a hand- 
some low Cottonwood plain on the south, where we 
remained for the purpose of taking some celestf^J 
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observations during the night, and of examining in 
the morning a large river which comes in opposite 
to us. Accordingly, at an early hour, 

** June 3, we crossed and fixed our camp at the 
point formed by the junction of this river with the 
Missouri. It now became an interesting question, 
which of these two streams is what the Minnetarees 
call Ahmateahza, or the Missouri, which they de- 
scribe as approaching very near to the Columbia. 
On our right decision much of the fate of the expe- 
dition depends ; since if, after ascending to the 
Rocky' Mountains or beyond them, we should find 
that the river we were following did not come near 
the Columbia, and be obliged to return, we snould 
not only lose the travelling season, two months of 
wh)ch had already elapsed, but probably dishearten 
the men so much as to induce them either to aban- 
don the enterprise, or yield us a cold obedience in- 
stead of the warm and zealous support which they 
had hitherto afforded us. We determined, therefore, 
to examine well before we decided on our future 
course ; and for this purpose ^despatched two canoes 
with three men up each of the streams, with orders 
to ascertain the width, depth, and rapidity of the 
current, so as to judge of their comparative bodies 
of water. At the same time parties were sent out 
by land to penetrate the eountry, and discover from 
the rising grounds, if possible, the distant bearings 
of the two rivers ; and all were directed to return 
towards evening. 

" When they were gone we ascended together the 
high grounds m the fork of these two rivers, whence 
we had a very extensive prospect of the surround- 
ing country. On every side it was spread into one 
vast plain, covered with verdure, in which innumer- 
able herds of buffalo were roaming, attended by 
their enemies the wolves : some flocks of elk were 
also seen, and the solitary antelope were scattered, 
with their young, over the face of the plain. To 
the south was a range of lofty mountains, which we 
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mpposed to be a continaation of the South Mocmt- 
ain, stretching themselves from southwest to north- 
west, and terminating abruptly about southwest from 
us. These were partially covered with snow ; but 
at a great distance behind them was a more lofty 
ridge, completely covered with snow, which seemed 
to follow the same direction as the first, reaching 
from west to the north of northwest, where ilieir 
snowy tops were blended with the horizon." 

The parties which had been sent out to ascertain 
the character of the two rivers farther on, in order 
to determine which was the true Missouri* returned 
in the evening, but without any information that 
seemed to settle the point. 

Under these circumstances, it became necessary 
that there should be a more thorough exploration, 
and the next morning Captains Lewis and Clarke 
set out at the head of two separate parties, the for- 
mer to examine the north, and the latter the south 
fork. In his progress Captain Lewis and his party 
were frequently obliged to quit the ciiurse of the riv- 
er and cross the plains and 'hills, but he did not lose 
sight of its general direction, and carefully took the 
bearings of the distant mountains. On the moriling 
of the third day he became convinced that this river 
pursued a course too far north for his contemplated 
route to the Pacific, and he accordingly determined 
to return, but judged it advisable to wait till noon, 
that he might obtain a meridian altitude. Iw this, 
however, he was disappointed, owing to the state of 
the weather. Much rain had fallen, and their return 
was somewhat difficult, and not unattended with 
danger, as the following incident, which occurred 
on the 7th, will show : 

*' In passing along the side of a bluff at a- narrow 
pass, thirty yards in length. Captain Lewis slipped, 
and, but for a fortunate recovery by means of his 
spontoon, would have been precipitated into the riv- 
er over a precipice of about ninety feet. He had 
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jttst reached a spot wbere, by the assistance of his 
spontootifhe could sland with toleraU« safety, when 
be heard a voice behind him cry out, ' Good Grod, 
captain, what shall I do V^ He turned instan^, 
and found it was Windsor, who had lost his foot- 
hold about the middle of the narrow pass, and had 
slipped down to the very verge of the precipice, 
where he lay on his belly, with his right arm anu 
leg over it, white with the other leg and arm he was 
with difficulty holding on, to keep himself from being 
dashed to pieces below. His dreadful situation was 
instantly perceived by Captain Lewis, who, stifling 
this alarm, calmly told htm that he was in no dan- 
<^er ; that he should take his knife out of his belt 
with the right hand, and dig a hole in the side of the 
bluff to receive his right foou With great presence 
of mind he did this, and then raised nimself on his 
knees* Captain Lewis then told him to take off his 
moccasins, and come forward on his hands and 
knees, holding the knife in one hand and his rifle in 
the other. He immediately crawled in this way till 
he came to a secure spot. The men who had not 
attempted this passage were ordered to return, and 
wade the river at the foot of the bluff, where they 
found the waiter breast high. This adventure taught 
them the danger of crossing the slippery heights of 
the river ; but^ae the plains were intersected by deep 
ravines ahnost as difficult to pass, they continued 
down the stream, sometimes in the mud of the low 
grounds, sometimes up to their arms in the water, 
and, when it became Aoo deep to wade, they cut foot* 
holds with their knives in the sides of the banks. 
In this way they travelled through the rain, mud, 
and water; and, having made only eighteeh miles 
during the whole day, encamped in an old Indian 
lodge of sticks, which i^orded them a dry shelter; 
Here^lbey eooked part erf six deer they had killed in 
the cQorse of their route, .and, having eaten the only 
morsel they had tasted during the whole day, slepi 
comfortably on some willow boughs." 
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CHAPTER X. 

Betarn of Caittun Lewis.— GapUin Clarke*B Retterchet — 
TansT River.—The Party believing the Southern Fork to be 
tbe Missouri, Captain Lewis resolves to ascend it.— Mode of 
making a Place to deposite Provisions, called by the French 
Gdwi^— Captain Lewis explores the Southeni Fork.— Falls 
of the Missouri discovered, which decides the Question. — 
Iftomantic Scenery of the surrounding Coontnr.— Narrow Es- 
cape of Captain Lewis.— The main Body of the Party, ni^r 
Captain Clarke, approach within five miles of the Falls, and 
prepare for making a Portage over the Rapids. 

Captaik Lewis and his party proceeded on their 
return, amid the difficulties of a rugged and broken 
country. The only trees they saw were in the low 
grounds here and there skirting the river, and these 
were the haunts of innumerable birds, which delight- 
ed them with their song. Among them they distin- 
guished the brown thrush, robin, turtle-dove, linnet, 
goldfinch, the large and small blackbird, the wren, 
and some others. " The whole of the party were 
of opinion that this river was the true Missouri ; but 
Captain Lewis, being fully persuaded that it was 
neither the main stream, nor that which it would be 
advisable to ascend, gave it the name of Madams 
River. After travelling all day, they reached the 
earap at five o'clock in the afternoon.^' 

Captain Clarke had previously returned from bis 
expedition up the south branch, but with no greater 
miccess in positively determining the point of so 
much importance to them. On their way hack they 
followed the course of a small stream, to which, 
from the abundance of that plant growing on its 
banks, they gave the name of Tansy River. They 
now compared their observations, and consulted to- 
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gether as to which of the routes they should adopt ; 
and, after carefully considering all the facts, and 
such information as they had previously been ena- 
bled to obtain from the Indians, the leaders conclu- 
ded that the south fork must be the true Missouri. 
Still many of the party were of a different opinion, 
which they were led to adopt principally from the 
representations of Crusatte, who had long been a 
waterman on the Missouri. It was determined, 
therefore, in order that nothing might be omitted 
which could prevent their falling into an error, that 
a party should ascend the southern branch by land 
until they reached either the falls or the mountains. 
** In the mean time," proceeds the narrative, " in or- 
der to light^en our burdens as much as possible, we 
determined to deposite here one of the pirogues, and 
all the heavy baggage which we could possibly 
spare, as well as some provisions, salt, powder, and 
tools: this would at once ligjiten the other boats, 
and give them the crew which had been employed 
on board the pirogue. 

" June 10. The weather being fair and pleasant, 
we dried all our baggage and merchandise, and made 
our deposite. 

" These deposites — or caches^ as they are called by 
the Missouri traders — are very, common, particulariy 
among those who deal with the Sioux, as the skins 
and merchandise will keep perfectly sound for years, 
and are protected from robbery. Our cache was 
built in the usual manner. In the high plain on the 
north side of the Missouri, and forty yards from a 
steep bluff, we chose a dry situation, and then, de- 
scribing a small circle of about twenty inches diam- 
eter, removed the sod as gently and carefuUy as 
possible : the hole was then sunk perpendicularly 
for a foot deep. It was now worked gradually 
wider as it descended, till at length it became six oi 
seven feet deep, shaped nearly like a kettle, or the 
lower part of a large still with the bottom somewhat 
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Bosk at the centre. As the earth was dug it was 
handed up in a yessel, and qarefully laid on a skin 
or cloth, in which it was carried away and thrown 
iato the river, go a3 to leave no jtraqe pf it. A floor 
of three or four inches in thicHne^ was then m^^de 
of dry slicks, on which was. placed a hide perfectly 
dry. The goods, being well aired i^nd dried, were 
laid on this^oor, and prevented from touching the 
Htall by other driied sticks, as the merchandise w^ 
stowed away. Wheal the hojie was nearly fuUi a 
skin was laid over the ^Qod^i and on this earth was 
thcown^md beaten down, uftlil, with ihe^addition of 
tlie sod first removed^ the whole was on a level wltli 
theground, and there remained not the slightest ^ 
pearance .^ an excavation. In addition to this, we 
maQe another of smaller dimensioi^s, in which we 
I^aoed all the baggage, some powder, and pur black- 
•mith's tools, having previously repaired such of the 
tools as we carry with us that require mending. 
To gttai?d against accident, we had two parcels of 
lead' and powder in the two places. The red pirogue 
was drawn up on the middle of a small island, at the 
•ntrance of Maria's River, and secured, by being 
la^ened to the trees, from the effects of any floods. 
We now took another observaition of the meridian 
altitude of the sun, and found that the mean latitude 
of Maria's River, as deduced from three observa^ 
^ons, is 49^ ^' 17.2^^ N. We saw a small bird, 
like the blue thrush or catbird, which we had not be* 
fore met; and also observed that the bee- martin, or 
jEingbird, is common to tius country, although there 
«ve no bees here ; and, in fact, we have not met with 
Ihe hpney-bee since leaving Osage River."* 

On the morning of the Uth, Captain Lewis started 
^ith four men for a more thorough exploration of 

* It is stated, without 4;ontradiction, ^y several travellers,. 
Chat the honey-bee is /qwuI beyond the Misstssippi but little m ad- 
wmce of ike white man. Honey-bees were first seen at St. Louis^ 
Bars Parlier, lu 171)2. 
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the southern branch. Being attacked wi^ dyses* 
tery shortly after leaving so violently that he could 
not proceed, and having no medicine, he made a 
strong decoction of the twigs of the chokecherry, 
from which he obtained speedy relief. On the sec- 
ond day, in crossing a ridge that was elevated above 
the surrounding country, they had a magnificent 
view of the Rocky Mountains, their summits cover- 
ed with snow. They advanced this day twenty- 
seven miles, saw great quantities of game, and killed 
two brown bears. On the 13th they came to a bean- 
tiAil plain, where the buffalo were in greater num- 
bers than they had ever before seen. "To the 
southwest," says the journalist, " there arose from 
this plain two mountains of a singular appearance, 
and more like ramparts of high fortifications than 
works of nature. They are square figures, with 
sides rising perpendicularly to the height of two 
hundred and fifty feet, formed of yellow clay, and 
the tops seemed to be level plains. Finding that the 
river here bore considerably to the south, and fear- 
ful of passing the falls before reaching the Rocky 
Mountains, they now changed their course to the 
south, and, leaving those insulated hills to the right, 
proceeded across the plain. In this direction Cap- 
tain Lewis had gone about two miles, when his ears 
were saluted with the agreeable sound of a fall of 
water; and, as he advanced, a spray, which seemed 
driven by the high southwest wind, arose above the 
plain like a column of smoke, and vanished in an in- 
stant. Towards this point he directed his steps, 
-and the noise, increasing as he approached, soon 
became too tremendous to be mistaken for anything 
l)ut the Great Falls of the Missouri. Having trav- 
elled seven miles after first hearing the sound, he 
reached the falls about twelve o'clock. The lulls, 
as he approached, were difficult of access, and two 
hundred feet high : down these he hurried with im- 
patience, and, seating himself on some rocks under 
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the centre of the falls, enjoyed the sublime specta- 
cle of this stupendous object, which since the crea- 
tion had been lavishing its magnificence upon the 
desert, unknown to civilization. 

" The river, immediately at its cascade, is three 
hundred yards wide, and is pressed in by a perpen- 
dicular cliff on the left, which rises to about one 
hundred feet, and extends dp the stream for a mile ; 
on the right the bluff is also perpendicular for three 
hundred yards above the falls. For ninety or a 
hundred feet from the left cliff, the water falls in 
one smooth, even sheet over a precipice of at least 
eighty feet. The remaining part of the river pre- 
cipitates itself with a more rapid current, and, being 
received as it falls by the irregular and somewhat 
projecting rocks below, forms a splendid spectacle 
of perfectly white foam, two hundred yards in length 
and eighty in perpendicular elevation. This spray 
is dissipated into a thousand shapes, sometimes fly- 
ing up in columns of fifteen or twenty feet, which 
are then oppressed by larger masses of the white 
foam, on all which the sun impresses the brightest 
colours of the rainbow. Below the fall the water 
beats with fury against a ledge of rocks, which ex- 
tends across the river at one hundred and fifty yards 
from the precipice. From the perpendicular cliff on 
the north to the distance of one hundred and twenty 
yards, the rocks are only a few feet above the wa- 
ter ; and, when the river is high, the stream finds a 
channel across them forty yards wide, and near the 
higher parts of the ledge, which rise about twenty 
feet, and terminate abruptly within eighty or ninety 
yards of the southern side. Between them and the 
perpendicular cliff on the south, the whole body of 
water runs with great swiftness. A few small ce- 
dars grow near this ridge of rocks, which serves as 
a barrier to defend a small plain of about three 
acres, shaded with cottonwood ; at the lower ex- 
tremity of which is a grove of the same trees, where 
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are several Indian cabins of sticks; below which 
the river is divided by a large rock, several feet 
above the surface of the water, and extending down 
the stream for twenty yards. At the distance of 
three hundred yards from the same ridge is a sec- 
ond abutment of solid perpendicular rock, about 
sixty feet high, projecting at right angles from the 
small plain on the north ^r one hundred and thirty- 
four yards into the river. After leaving this, the 
Missouri again spreads itself to its previous breadth 
of three hundred yards, though with more than its 
ordinary rapidity. 

"The hunters who had been sent out now re- 
turned loaded with buffalo meat, and Captain Lewis 
encamped for the night under a tree near the falls. 
The men were again despatched to hunt for food 
against the arrival of the party, and Captain Lewis 
walked down the river, to discover, if possible, some 
place where the canoes might be safely drawn on 
shore, in order to be transported beyond the falls. 
He returned, however, without discovering any such 
spot; the river for three miles below being one con- 
tmued succession of rapids and cascades, overhung 
with perpendicular bluffs from one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred feet high : in short, it seems to 
have worn itself a channel through the solid rock. 
In the afternoon they caught in Uie falls some of 
both kinds of whitefish, and half a dozen trout, from 
sixteen to twenty-three inches long, precisely re- 
sembling in form, and in the position of their fins, 
the mountain or speckled trout of the United States, 
except that the specks of the former are of a deep 
black, while those of the latter are of a red or gold 
colour : they have long, sharp teeth on the palate 
and tongue, and generally a small speck of red on 
each side behind the front ventral fins ; the flesh is 
of a pale yellowish red, or, when in good order, of a 
rose-coloured red. 

'* June 14. This morning one of the men was sent 
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to Captain Clarke with an account of the discovery 
of the falls ; and, after employing the rest in pre- 
serving the meat which had been killed yesterday, 
Captain Lewis proceeded to examine the rapids 
above. From the falls he directed his course south- 
west up the hver. After passing one continued 
rapid and three cascades, each three or four feet 
high, he reached, at the distance of five miles, a sec- 
ond fall. « The river is here about four hundred yards 
wide, and for the distance of three hundred rushes 
down to the depth of nineteen feet, and so irregular- 
ly that he gave it the name of the Crooked Falls. 
From the southern shore it extends obliquely upward 
about one hundred and fifty yards, and then forms 
an acute angle downward nearly to the commence- 
ment of four small islands close to the northern side. 
From the perpendicular pitch to these islands, a dis- 
tance of more than one hundred yards, the water 
glides down a sloping rOck with a velocity almost 
equal to that of its iall : above this fall the river 
bends suddenly to the northward. While viewing 
this place, Captain Lewis heard a loud roar above 
him, and, crossing the point of a hill a few hundred 
yards, he saw one of tne most beautiful objects in 
nature : the whole Missouri is suddenly stopped by 
one shelving rock, which, without a single niche, 
and with an edge as straight and regular as if formed 
by art, stretches itself from one side of the river to 
the other for at least a quarter of a mile. Over this 
it precipitates itself in an even, uninterrupted sheet, 
to the perpendicular depth of fifty feet, whence, 
dashing against the rocky bottom, it rushes rapidly 
down, leaving behind it a sheet of the purest foam 
across the river. The scene which it presented 
was indeed singularly beautitul ; since, without an^ 
of the wild, irregular sublimity of the lower falls, it 
combined all the regular elegances which the fancy 
of a painter would select to form a beautiful water 
fall. The eye had scarcely been regaled with tlut 
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eharnuBg piiospeet, -when^-at Uie distance of* half a 
mile, Captain Lewis .observed another of a similar 
kind. To this he immediatefy hastened, and found 
a cascade stretching across the whole river for a 
quarter of a mile, with a descent of fourteen feet, 
though the perpendicular ipiXch was only m ieet. 
This, too, in any other neighbourhood, would have 
been an object of great magnificence; but, after 
what: he had just seen, it became of seeondary inter- 
est : his curiosity being, however, awakened, he de- 
termined to go on, even should night overtake him, 
to the head of the falls. He therefore pursued the 
southwest course of the river, which was one eon- 
atant succession of rapids and small cascades, at ev- 
ery one of which' the bluffs grew lower, or the bed 
of ihe river became more on a level with the plains. 
At the distance of two and a half miles he arrived 
at another cataract of twenty*8iX' leet. The river is 
here six' hundred yards wide, buti the descent is asiI 
immediately peipendicular, though the river faUs 
generally in a regular and smooth sheet ; for aboot 
one third of the descent a rock protrudes to a small 
distance, receives the water in its passage, and gives 
it a curve. 

^* On the south side is a beautiful plain, a few feel 
above the level of the> falls ; on the north the couo- 
try is more broken, and there is a hUl not lar froai 
the river. Just below the faUs is a litUe island in 
^le nuddle of the river, well covered with timber. 
Here, on a cotton wood-tree, an eagle had fixed her 
nest, and seemed the undisputed mistress of a spot, 
tpeontest whose dominion neither man nor beast 
wooM venture across the gulfs that surround it, and 
which is farther secured by the mist rising from the 
fsJls. This solitary bird could not escape the ob- 
servation of the Indians, who made the eagle's nest 
a part of their description of the falls, and «vhiefa 
now proves to be o6rrect in almost every particular, 
•xoept that they did not do justice to their height. 
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Just abore this is a ciiseade of about firo feet, b^-^ 
yond which, as far as could be discerned, the velo* 
city of the water seemed to abate. Captain Lewis 
now ascended the hill which was behind him, and 
saw from its top a dehghtful plain, extending from 
the river to the base of the Snowy Momitains to the 
south and southwest. Along this wide, lerel coun^ 
try the Missouri pursued its winding course, filled 
with water to its smooth, grassy banks, while about 
four miles above, it was joined by a large river 
flowing from the northwest, through a valley three 
miles in width, and distinguished by the timber 
which adorned its shores. The Missouri itself 
stretches to the south, in one unruffled stream of 
water, as if unconscious of the roughness it must 
soon encounter, and bearing on its bosom vast flocks 
of geese, while nomerous herds of buffalo are feed* 
ing on the plains which surround it. 

'* Captain Lewis then descended the hill, and du 
reoted his course towards the river falting in from 
the west. He soon met a herd of at least a thou- 
sand buffalo, and, being desirous of providing for 
supper, shot one of them. The animal immediately 
began to bleed, and Captain Lewis, who had forgot- 
ten to reload his rifle, was intently watching to see 
him fall, when he beheld a large brown bear which 
was stealing on him unperceived, and was already 
within twenty steps. In the first moment of sur- 
prise he lifted his rifle ; but, remembering instantly 
that it was not charged, and that he had no time to 
reload, he felt that there was no safety but in flight. 
It was in the open, level plain : not a bush nor a tree 
within three hundred yards ; the bank of the river 
sloping, and not nnore than three feet high, so that 
there was no possible mode of concealment. Capt- 
tain Lewis, therefore, thought of retreating with a 
qiiick walk, as fast as the bear advanced, towards 
the nearest tree ; but, as soon as he turned, the bear 
rushed open* mouthed^ and at full speed, upon him. 
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detain Lewis ran about eighty 3rard8 ; but, finding 
that the animal gained on him fast, it flashed on his 
mind that, by getting into the water to such a depth 
that the bear would be obliged to attack him swim- 
ming, there was still some chance for his life : he 
therefore turned short, plunged into the river about 
waist deep, and, facing about, presented the point of 
his spontoon. The bear arrived at the water^s edge 
within twenty feet of him ; but, as soon as he put 
himself in this posture of defence, he seemed fright- 
ened, and, wheeling about, retreated with as much 
precipitation as he had advanced. Very glad to be 
released from this danger. Captain Lewis returned 
to the shore, and observed him run with great speed, 
sometimes looking back, as if he expected to be pur- 
sued, till he reached the woods. He could not con- 
ceive the cause of the sudden alarm of the bear, but 
congratulated himself on his escape, when he saw 
his own track torn to pieces by the furious animal ; 
and he learned from the whole adventure never to 
suffer his rifle to be for a moment unloaded. 

" He now resumed his route in the direction which 
the bear had taken towards the western river, and 
found it a beautiful stream, about two hundred yards 
wide, apparently deep, with a gentle current ; its wa- 
ters clear, and its banks, which were formed princi- 
pally of dark brown and blue clay, about the same 
height as those of the Missouri, that is, from three 
to five feet. What is singular is, that the river 
does not seem to overflow its banks at any season ; 
while it might be presumed, from its vicinity to the 
mountains, that the torrents arising from the melting 
of the snows would sometimes, at least, cause it to 
swell beyond its limits. The contrary fact would 
induce the belief that the Rocky Mountains yiM 
their snows very reluctantly and equably to the 
sun, and are not often drenched by very heavy rains. 
This river is no doubt that which the Indians call 
Medicine River, which they mentioned as emptjing 
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into the Missouri just above the falls. After exam* 
ining Medicine River, Captain Lewis set out, at half 
past six o'clock in the evening, on his return to- 
wards the camp, which he estimated at the distance 
of twelve miles. 

" In going through the low grounds on Medicine 
River, he met an animal which at a distance he 
thought was a wolf; but, on coming within sixt^ 
paces, it proved to be some brownish yellow ani- 
mal, standing near its burrow, which, when he came 
nigh, crouched, and seemed as if about to spring on 
him. Captain Lewis fired, and the beast disappear- 
ed in its burrow. From the track, and the general 
appearance of the animal, he supposed it to be of 
thcr tiger kind. He then went on ; but, as if the 
beasts of the forest had conspired against him, three 
buffalo bulls, which were feeding with a large herd 
at the distance of half a mile, left their companions, 
and ran at full speed towards him. He turned round, 
and, unwillfng to give up the fieM, advanced to meet 
them : when they were within a hundred yards they 
stopped, looked at him for some time, and then re- 
treated as they came. He now pursued his route 
in the dark, reflecting on the strange adventures and 
sights of the day, which crowded on his mind so 
rapidly, that he should have been inclined to believe 
it all enchantment if the thorns of the prickly pear, 
piercing his feet, had not dispelled at every moment 
the illusion. He at last reached the party, who had 
been very anxious for his safety, and who had al- 
ready decided on the route which each should take 
in the morning to look for him. Being much fa- 
tigued, he supped, and slept well during the night." 

On awaking the next morning. Captain Lewis 
found a large rattlesnake coiled on the trunk of a 
tree under which he had been sleeping. He killed 
it, and found it like those he had seen before, differ- 
ing from those of the Atlantic states, not in its col- 
ours, but in the form and arrangement of them. In- 

VoL. I.— IT 
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fomfttion Vas rcjecfived that Oatptain ClaHce had «\^ 
lived five miles beloW, at a rapid which he did'^BOl' 
think it prudent to ascend, and that he was waiting' 
ttkere for tho party above to* rejoin- him. 

After the departure of Captain Lewis, Oaptaio 
Clarke remained a iday at Maria's River, to com- 
pete the deposite of eueh artioles as they could di^ 
pense with,; and started on the ld<h.< As" they as- 
cended* the river they met wHh nurtierous islands, 
and found thenavigattoit slow* and difficult, from the 
i^pidity of its current, and the rocks that encumber- 
ed its bed. On the 13tli they passed a small rapid 
stream, which they called Snow River, from its be^ 
ing fed chiefly by the meltings of the snows on the 
radnittains, and the next day they reached the spol* 
whetfe Captain Clarke had encamped' on the 4thl 
Hene they were met by a messenger from CaptAltt'' 
Lewis, with the ^eloOipe' intellfgence that he hkd^ 
discovered the falls. 

"June 16* The rooming being warm i and fair,'' 
cMitimtes the imrrattve, "we set out at the nmt^l- 
hour, but proceeded with griet/t' difficulty, in conse-^^ 
quenoe of the increased rapidity of the current. 
The cha»ndi was constanldy: obstructed by rock^- 
and dangerous rapids. During the' whole progreisd^ 
ti)e meil wdrein the water, hauling the 'canoes, arid 
w«JhingOD»sharp rocks and round stones, which cut 
tbek feet or eavsed them to ML The rattlesnakes,' 
too^ were so nunierous, that th6 men were con- 
stifcotly 6n their guard against being bitten by them ; 
yet thdy bord their fatigues with undiminished 
cheerfofaiess^ We heard the roar of' the falls very 
distiootiy this'.moming. At three and three qu^rVer ' 
iniles' we came to a rook, in a bend to the isonth, re- 
sembling a toi^r*' Ats six and three quarter miles 
we reached aiavge creek on the south, which, after 
one of ouv men, we called Shields's Creek." » » »' 
"After passing some red bluffs, vre came to on the 
norl^ side, having made twelve miles. Here we* 
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ilMiad a rapid so difficult that we did not think pr^p- 
-ev to attempt the passage this erening, and therefoFe 
-sent to CaptaiaLewis to apprize him of our arrival." 

• * * •* June 16. Some rain fell last night, and this 
morning the weather was cloudy, and the wind high ' 
from the southwest. We passed the rapid by doubly 
' manning the pirogue and canoes, and. halted at the 
distance of a mile and a quarter to es^amine the rap- 
ids above, which we found to be a cofitiuued sh^- 
session of cascades as far as the view extended} 
which was about two miles. Abogt a mile aboiie 
where we halted was a large creek fjEming in on the 
south, opposite to which was a large sulphur sprii^ 
ialling over : the rocks on the north. Captain J.iewis 
arrived at two from the falls, about five miles abo^ 
us; and, alter consulting upon the subject of the 
portage* we crossed the river and formed a camp on 
the north side, having come three quarters of a rpile 
: to-day. From our own observa^tion, we had deemed 
the south. side to be the most favourable for a port- 
age; but two men, sent oqt for the pmrpose of ex- 
amining it, reported that the creek »nd the ravii^eis 
intersected the plain so deeply, that it was impossi- 
ble to cross it. : Captain C(arke therefore resolved 
to examine more minutely what was the best route. 
The four cauoes were unloaded at the camp, aod 
■then sent across the river, where, by means qf 
-strong cords, they were hauled oyer the first rapid* 
whence they could easily be drawn into the creek. 
Finding, too, that the portage would, at all events, 
be too long to enable us to carry the boats on our 
shoulders, six men were set to work to make wheels 
.for carriages to transport them." 

#^«,# "June 17. Captain Clarke set out with ^ve 
men to explore the country ; the rest were employ- 
ed ia hunting, making wheels, ^nd in drawing tl;^ 
ifiive caoioes, with all the baggage, up the creek, 
which we now Ci^Ued Portage Creek. From ^is 
siream jihere is a gradual as^s^ ,|o )the top of the 
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high plain, while the bluffs of the creek lower down, 
and of the Missouri both above and below its en- 
trance, were so steep as to render it almost imprac- 
ticable to have dragged them up from that river. 
We found great difficulty, and some danger, in even 
ascending the creek thus far, in consequence of the 
rapids and the rocks in the channel, which, jast 
above where we brought the canoes, has a faill of 
five feet, with high and steep bluffs beyond it. We 
were very fortunate In 6ndmg, just below Portage 
Creek, a cotton wood- tree about twenty-two inches 
in diameter, and large enough to make the carriage- 
wheels : it was, perhaps, the only one of the same 
size within twenty miles ; and the cottonwood, which 
we are obliged to employ in the other parts of the 
work, is extremely feoft and brittle. The mast of 
the white pirogue, which we mean to leave behind, 
supplied us with two axletrees. There are vast 
numbers of buffalo feeding in the plains or watering 
in the river, which is also strewed with the floating 
carcasses and Umbs of these animals. They go in 
large herds to drink about the falls, and, as all die 
passages to the river near that place are narrow and 
steep, the foremost are pressed into the stream by 
the impatience of those behind. In this way we 
have seen ten or a dozen disappear over the falls in 
a few minutes. They afford excellent food for the 
wolves, bears, and birds of prey ; and this circum- 
stance may account for the reluctance of the bears 
to yield their dominion over the neighbourhood. 

" June 18. The pirogue was drawn up a little be- 
low our camp, and secured in a thick copse of wil- 
low bushes. We now began to form a cache, or 
place of deposite, and to dry our goods and other 
articles which required inspection. The wagons, 
too, are completed. Our hunters brought us tea 
deer, and we shot two buffalo out of a herd that 
came to drink at the sulphur spring.*' 

The latitude of their encampment they ascertained 
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to be 47^ 8' 69''. They obaerved here a species ;0f 
gooseberry without thorns, the fruit, which was ripe, 
being sweet, and covered with a glutinous, adhesive 
substance. Grasshoppers were in such multitudes 
|hat the herbage on the plains was in part destroyed 
by them. The m»a at the camp were employed in 
packing the baggage and mending their moccasins 
Ibr the portage, and the hiioters were out procuring 
game* 



CHAPTER XI. 

DetcriptioD and romantic Appearance of the Miasonri at the 
Jonctton of the Medicine River.— DiflScuHy of trantpoittBg 
the Baggage round the Falls. — The Party employed in the 
Construction of a Boat of Skins.— During the Work, the 
Party much troubled by white Bears.— Violent Hailstorm, 
and providential Escape of Captain Clarke and bis Party .^ 
Description d a ronarkable Fountain.— Singular Exploeioii 
heard from the Black Mountains.— The. Boat found to be in- 
aufficient, to the serious Disappointment of the Party.— Cap- 
tain Clarke undertakes to remedy the Difficulty by building 
Canoe?, and succeeds. 

Captau7 Clarke had completed his examination 
of a route for the portage, and returned to the ect^ 
campnient on the evening of the 20th. From bis 
survey and the draught he had made, " we had now," 
continues the Journal, " a clear and connected yiew 
of the falls, cascades, and rapids of the Missouri. 
This river is three hundred yards wide at the point 
where it receives the waters of Medicine River, 
which is one hundred and thirty-seven yards in 
width. The united current continues three hun- 
dred aad twenty-eight poles to a small rapid on th« 
Borth side, from which it gradually widens to ono 
^usand four hundred yanls, and at the distance 
(tf hve hutidred and forty-eight poles reaches the 
U2 
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head of the rapids, narmwing as it approaches them. 
Here the hills on the north, which had withdrawn 
from the bank, closely border the river, which for 
the space of three hundred and twenty poles makes 
its way over the rocks with a descent of thirty feet. 
In this course the current is contracted to five hun- 
dred and eighty yards; and, after throwing itself 
over a small pitch of five feet, it forms a beautifW 
cascade of twenty-six feet five inches : it does not, 
however, fall entirely perpendicular, being stopped 
by a part of the rock, which projects at about one 
third of the distance. After descending this fall 
. and passing the cottonwood island, on which the 
eagle has fixed its nest, the river goes on for five 
hundred and thirty-two poles over rapids and little 
(alls, the estimated descent of which is thirteen feet 
six inches, till it is joined by a large fountain boil- 
ing up underneath the rocks near the edge of the 
river, into which it falls with a cascade of eight 
feet. The water of this fountain is of the most 
perfect clearness, and of rather a bluish cast ; and, 
even after falling into the Missouri, it preserves its 
colour for half a mile. From the fountain the riv- 
er descends with increased rapidity for the distance 
of two hundred and fourteen poles, during which the 
estimated descent is five feet ; and from this, for a 
distance of one hundred and thirty-five poles, it de- 
scends fourteen feet seven inches, including a per- 
pendicular fall of six feet seven inches. The Mis- 
souri has now become pressed into a space of four 
hundred and seventy-three yards, and here forms a 
grand cataract, by falling over a plain rock the 
whole distance across the river, to the depth of for- 
ty-seven feet eight inches. After recovering itselt 
it then proceeds with an estimated descent of three 
feet, till, at the distance of one hundred and two 
poles, it is precipitated down the Crooked Falls 
nineteen feet perpendicular. Below this, at the 
mouth of a deep ravine, is a fall of five feet; aflM 
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which, for the distance of nine hundred and seventy 
poles, the desce9t is much more gradual, not being 
more than ten feet, and then succeeds a handsome 
level plain for the space of one hundred and seven- 
ty-eight poles, with a computed descent of three 
feet, the river making a bend towards the north. 
Thence it descends, for four hundred and eighty 
poles, about eighteen feet and a half, when it makes 
a perpendicular fall of two feet, which is ninety 
poles beyond the great cataract; in approaching 
which, it descends thirteen feet within two hundred 
yai^s, and, gathering strength from its confined chan- 
nel, wliich is only two hundred and eighty yards 
wide, rushes over the fall to the depth of eighty-sev- 
en feet. After raging among the rocks, and losing 
itself in foam, it is compressed immediately into a 
bed of ninety-three yaitis in width : it continues 
for three hundred and forty poles to the entrance 
of a run or deep ravine, where there is a fkll of three 
feet, which, added to the decline during that distance, 
makes the descent six feet. As it goes on, the de- 
scent within the next two hundred and forty poles 
is only four feet ; from this, passing a run or deep 
ravine, the descent in four hundred poles is thirteen 
feet; within two hundred and forty poles, another 
descent of eighteen feet; thence, in one hundred 
and. sixty poles, a descent of six feet ; after which, 
to the mouth of Portage Creek, a distance of two 
hundred and eighty poles, the descent is ten feet. 
From this survey slnd estimate, it results that the 
river experiences a descent of three hundred and 
fifty-two feet in the distance of two and three quar- 
ter miles, from the commencement of the rapids to 
the mouth of Portage Creek, exclusive of the almost 
impassable rapids which extend for a mile below its 
entrance." 

The necessary preparations having been made, on 
the 2l8t they started on their way round ihe falls. 
The following day, in consequence of the breaking 
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down of their carriage, they were obliged to carry as 
much of their baggage as they were able to an en- 
campment which' th6y formed in a sihall grove op- 
posfte to the White Bear Islands. "Here," says 
the Journal, ** the banks on both sides of the riVelr 
are handsome, level, and extensive; that near our 
camp is not more than two feet above the surface of 
the water. The river is about eight hundred yards 
wide just above these islands, ^en feet deep in moat 
places, and with a very gentle current. The plains, 
however, on this part of the river are not so flsrtile 
as those ft-om the mouth of the Muscleshe^l and 
thence downward : there is much more stone od 
the sides of the hills and on the broken laiid« ihaA 
is found lower down. We saw in the plains vast 
herds of buffalo, a number of small birds, and the 
large brown curlew, which is now sitting, and lays 
its eggs, which are Of a pale Wue, with black specks, 
on the ground witl^out any nest. There is also a 
ispecies of lark, much resembling the bird called the 
old-field lark, with a yellow breast and a black spot 
on the croup, though it differs from the latter tnliav- 
ing its tail formed of feathers of an unequal length, 
and pointed ; the beak, too, js somewhat longer ^tA 
more curved, and the note differs considerably. The 
prickly-pear annoyed us very much to-day by 6lle£- 
ing through pur moccasins. As soon as we had 
kindled our fires we examined tl^e meat which Oaqp- 
tain Clarke had left here, and found that the greater 
part of it had been taken by the weaves. 

" June 23. After we had brought up the canoe and 
bagffage, Captain Ciarke went down to the camp at 
Portage Creek, where four of the men had been left 
with the Indian woman, "^tjaptaih Lewis during ^le 
morning prepared the cartip, ^d In the afterhooa 
went down in a canoe to Medicine River to look 
after the three men who had been sent thither to 
hunt oh the 10th, and JVom whom nothing hafl as 
yet be^n heard. He went up the river abdut half *a 
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mile, and then walked along the rig^ • bank, halloo- 
ing as he went, till, at the distance t ' five miles, he 
found one of them, who had fixed his camp on the 
opposite bank, where he had killed seven deer, and 
dried about six hundred pounds of buffalo meat, but 
had killed no elk, the animal chiefly wanted. He 
knew nothing of his companions, except that on the 
day of their departure from camp he had left them at 
the falls, and come on to Medicine River, not having 
seen them since. As it was too late to return. Cap- 
tain Lewis passed over on a raft which he made for 
the purpose, and spent the night at Shannon's camp; 
and the next morning, 

** Jun^ 24, he sent J. Fields up the river, with or- 
ders to go four miles and return, whether he found 
the two absent hunters or not. Then, descending 
the southwest side of Medicine River, he crossed 
the Missouri in the canoe, and sent Shannon back 
to his camp to join Fields, and brmg the meat which 
they had killed: this they did, and arrived in the 
evening at the camp at White Bear Islands. Part 
of the men from Portage Crjeek also arrived with 
two canoes and baggage. On going down yester- 
dayj Captain Clarke cut off several angles of the 
former route, so as to shorten the portage consider- 
ably, and marked it with stakes ; he arrived there in 
time to have two of the canoes carried up in the high 
plain, about a mile in advance. Here they all re- 
paired their moccasins, and put on double sol^s to 
protect them from the prickly-pear, and from the 
sharp points of earth which have been formed by 
the trampling of the buffalo during the late rains. 
This of itself is sufficient to render the portage dis- 
agreeable to one who had no burden ; but, as the 
men are loaded as heavily as their strength will per- 
mit, the crossing is really painful. Some are limp- 
ing with the soreness of their feet; others are scarce- 
aable to stand for more than a few minutes from 
e heat and fatigue ; they are all obliged to halt and 
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rest frequently ; and at almost every stopping-|>la<^6 
they fall, and many of them are asleep in an in- 
stant ; yet no one complains, and they go on with 
great cheerfulness. At their camp Drewyer and 
fields joined them ; and, while Captain Lewis was 
looking for them at Medicine River, they returned 
to report the absence of Shannon, about whom they 
had been very uneasy. They had killed several 
buffalo at the bend of the Missouri above the falls, 
and dried about eight hundred pounds of meat, aM 
got one hundred pounds of tallow : they had also 
killed some deer, but had seen no elk. After gettii\g 
the party in motion with the canoes. Captain Clarke 
returned to his camp at Portage Creek. 

•* We were now occupied in fitting pp a boat of 
skins, the frame of which had been prepared for the 
purpose at Harper's Ferry. It was made of irq^, 
thirty-six feet long, four feet and a half in the be^in, 
and twenty-six inches wide iji the bottom. Two 
men had been sent this morning for timber to coni- 
plete it, but they could find scarcely any even tpj- 
erably straight sticks four and a hjalf feet long;.a^d, 
as the Cottonwood is too soft and brittle, we yveie 
obliged to use the willow and box- alder. 

"June 25. The part] 
Two men were sent oi 
timber. J. Fields was 
elk; but he returned : 
that, a few miles above, 
the Hver, and, while atl 
came suddenly a third, 
off, immediately attacl 
escape from the mons 
bank of the river, whe 
he cut his hand and 1 
fortunately for him, tl 
his antagonist, or he v 
biy lost. The other tw 
tity of bark and timber, which was all they QQuki 
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find on th« inland; but thej^ had killed two elk. 
These were valuable, as we are desirous of procu- 
ring the skins of that animal in order to cover the 
boat, as they are mbre strong and durable than those 
of the buffalo, and do not shrink so much in drying. 
The party that went to the lower camp had one ca- 
noe and the baggage carried into the high plain, to 
be ready in the morning, and then all who could 
make use of their feet had a dance on the green, to 
the music of a violin. We have been unsuccessful 
in out attempt to catch Ifish, nor does there seem to 
be any in this part of the river. We observed a 
number of water terrapins. There were great quan- 
tities of young blackbirds in these islands, just be- 
ginmng'to fly. Among the vegetable productions 
we- noticed a species of wild rye, which was head- 
ing^: it rises to the height of eighteen or twenty 
inches, the beard remarkably fine and soft, the culm 
jointed, and inevery respect, except in height, it re- 
sembles the common wild rye. Great quantities of 
mint, tooi like the peppermint, were found here. 

*< The winds are sometimes violent in these 
plains. The men inform us that, as they were 
bringing['one of the canoes along on truck- wheels, 
they hoisted the sail, arid the wind carried her along 
for some ^stance." 

• * * " June ^6. Captain Clarke formed a second 
cache or deposits near the camp, and placed the 
swivel wnder the rocks near the river. The ante- 
lopes are still scattered through the plains ; the fe- 
niales with their young, which are generally two in 
nuifnber, and the males by themselves. 

" June 27. The party were employed in preparing 
' timber for the boat, except two who were sent to ' 
hunt. About one in the afternoon a cloud arose 
from the southwest, and brought with it violent 
thunddr, li^tning, and hail : soon after it passed, 
the hunters came in from about four miles above us. 
They ha^ killed nine €lk and threo beard. As 'the> 
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were hunting on the river, they saw a low ground 
covered with thick brushwood, where, from the 
trsu;ks along the shore, they thought a bear had 
probably taken refuge : they therefore landed with- 
out makh^g any noise, and climbed a tree about 
twenty ftet above the ground. Having fixed them- 
selves securely, they raised a loud shout, and a bear 
instantly rushed towards them. These animals 
never climb ; and, therefore, when he came to the 
tree and stopped to look at them, Drewyer shot him 
in the head. He proved to be the largest we had 
yet seen; his nose appeared to be like that of a 
common ox; his fore feet measured nine inches 
across, and the hind feet were seven inches wide, 
and eleven tnd three quarters long, exclusive of the 
claws. One of these animals came within thirty 
yards of the camp last night, and carried off some 
buffalo meat which we had placed on a pole." • * • 

" June 28. The party were all occupied in prepa- 
ring the boat : they have obtained a sufficient quan- 
tity of willow baric to line her, and over this were 
placed the elkskins, and, when these failed, we were 
obhged to use buffalo hide. The white bear have 
now become exceedingly troublesome: they cpn- 
stantly infest our camp during the night,.and, though 
they have not attacked us, as our dog, which pa- 
trols all night, gives us notice of their approach, 
yet we are obliged to sleep with- our arms by our 
side for fear of accident, and we cannot send one 
mari alone to any distance, particularly if he has to 
pass through brushwood. We saw two of them to- 
day on the large isla^id opposite to us ; but, as we 
are all so much occupied now, we mean to reserve 
ourselves for some leisure moment, and then make 
a party to drive them from the islands. The river 
has risen nine inches since our arrival here. 

" At Portage Creek Captain Clarke completed the 
cache, in which we deposited whatever we could 
spare from our baggage : some aoununition, provis- 
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ions, bookS) the specimens of plants and minerals, 
and a draught of the river from its entrance to Fort 
Mandan. After closing it, he broke up the encamp- 
ment, and took on all the remaining baggage to the 
high plain, about three milea. Portage Creek has 
risen considerably i^ consequence of the rain, and 
the water has become of a deep crimson colour,, and 
iU tasted. On orert^ng the canoe, he found that 
there was more baggage than could be carried on 
the two carriages, and therefore left some of the 
heavy articles which could not be injured, and pro- 
ceeded on to Willow Run, where he encamped for 
the night." • • • j 

'* June 29. Finding it impossible to reach the end 
of the portage with their present load, in conse- 
quence of the state of the road after the rain, he 
sent back nearly all his party to bring on the arti- 
cles which had been left yesterday. Having lost 
some notes and remarks which he had made on first 
ascending the river, he determined to go up to the 
White Bear Islands, along its banks, in order to sup- 
ply the deficiency. He left there one man to guard 
the baggage, and went on to the falls, accompanied 
by his servant York, Chaboneau, and his wife, with 
her young child. On his arrival there he observed 
a very dark cloud rising in the west, which threaten- 
ed rain, and he looked around for some' shelter, but 
could find no place where they would be secure from 
being blown into the river if the wind should prove 
as violent as it sometimes does in the plains. At 
length, about a quarter of a mile above the falls, he 
found a deep ravine, where there were some shelv- 
ing rocks, under which he took refuge. They were 
on the upper side of the ravine, near the river, per- 
fectly safe from the rain, and therefore laid down 
their guns, compass, and other articles which they 
carried with t)iem. The shower was at first mod- 
erate ; it then increased to a heavy fall, the effects 
of which they did not feel. Soon after a torrent of 
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Tflin and hail descended : the rain seemed to fall m 
a sblid mass, and, instantly collecting in the ravine, 
came rotting down in a dreadful current, carr3ring 
along the mud, and rocks, and everything that oppo- 
sed It. Captain Clarke fortunately saw it a moment 
before it reached them, aaid, springing up with his 
gun and shotpouch in his left hand, with his right 
clambered up the steep bMT, pushing on the Indian 
woman with her child in her atms. Her husband, 
too, had seized her hand, and was pulling her up the 
hill ; but he was So terrified at the danger, that, but 
for Captain Clarke, himself and his wife and chiW 
would have all been lost. So instantaneous was the 
rise of the water, that, before Captain Clarke had 
seized his gun and begun to ascend the bank, the 
water was up to his waist, and he could scarce get 
op faster than it rose, till it r^ched the height of 
fifteen feet, with a ftirious current, which, had thfey 
waited a moment longer, would have swept them 
into the river just above the great falls, down which 
they must inevitably have been precipitated. They 
reached the plain in safety; arid found York, who had 
separated from them just before the storm to hunt 
sbme buffalo, and was now' relurtiiiig to find his 
master. They had been obliged to escape so I'apid- 
ly, that Captain Clarke lost his compass and um- 
brfella, Chaboneau left his gun, shotpouch, and tom- 
ahawk, and the Indian woman had just time to gra^p 
her child, before the net in which it lay a.t her feet 
'^as carried down the current. 

"He now relinquished his intention of going up 
the river, and returned to the.camp at Willow Run. 
Here he found that the party sent this morning for 
the baggage had all returned to camp in' great coin 
fusion, leaving their loads in the plain. On accotint 
of the heat, they generally go nearly naked, and with 
no covering on their heads. The hail was'so large, 
and driven so Airiousiy against them by the high 
wihd, thUt it knocked several of them down : one of 
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tl^^a, particulacly, was thrown on the ground three 
t^pesy and most of them were bleeding freely, apd 
CjQ^plained of being mqch bruised. Willow Run 
had risen six feet since the rain i and, as the plains 
were so wet that they could j)ot proceed, they pass- 
ed the night at their camp. 

*' At the White ^ear camp, al^Ot we had not been 
ii^sen^ible to. the hailstorm, thoush less exposed. 
In the morning there had been a heavy shower of 
rain, ader which it became fair. Aftbr asaiguing to 
the men their respective employments, Captain 
Le.wis took one of them, and went to see the large 
(puntain.near the falls." * * * *'It is, pei^aps, the 
largest in America, and is situated in a pleasant 
level plain, about twenty- ^ve yards from the river, 
into which it falls over some st^ep, irregular rocks, 
with a sudden ascent of abput six feet in one part of 
its course. The water boils up from among the 
lockisf, and with such force near the centre that the 
SMrface seems higher there than the earth on the 
sides of the fountain, which is'a handsome turf of 
4ne green grass. The water is extremely pure, 
cold, and pleasant to the taste, not being impreg- 
nated with lime or. any foreign substance. It is 
perfectly transparent, and continues its bluish cast 
for half a mile down the Missouri, notwithstanding 
the rapidity of the river. Afte;" examining it for 
some time> Captain Lewis retur ^ ' ' 

• • • "June 30. Two menyi 
to look for the articles lost 3 
towad nothing but the compass 
and sand) at the mouth of the r^ 
^ich Captain Clarke had been 
w«as filled with large rocks, 
mueh of the bruises received 
hail. A more than usual numbe 
about the camp to-day, and furni 
Captain JDlarke. thought that at one view' he must 
have seen at least ten thousand." 
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' They had not completed the bringing up of theii^ 
baggage to the White. Bear encampment before the 
9d of July. The whole length of the portage, from 
the camp on Portage Creek to White Bear Island, 
was found by measurement to be seventeen and 
three quarter miles. On the Ist they had been en- 
abled to observe equal altitudes of the sun with the 
sextant, which the state of the weather had for sev- 
eral days before prevented their doing. 

"Having completed our celestial observations,^ 
proceeds the Journal, ** we went over to the large 
island to make an attack upon its inhabitants, the 
bears, which have annoyed us very much of late, 
and were prowling about our camp all last night. 
We found that the part of the island frequented by 
the bear forms an almost im[)enetrable thicket of the 
broad- leafed willow : into this we forced our way in 
parties of three, but could see onjy one bear, which 
mstantly attacked Drewyer. Fortunately, as he 
was rushing on, the hunter shot him through the 
heart within twenty paces, and he fell, which en- 
abled Drewyer to get out of his way : we then fol- 
lowed him one hundred yards, and found that the 
wound had been^ mprtal. Not being able to discover 
any more of these animals, we returned to camp. 
Here, in turning over some of the baggage, we 
caught a rat, somewhat larger than the common 
European rat, and of a lighter colour: the body 
and outer parts of the legs and the head of a light 
lead colour ; the inner side of the legs, as well as 
the belly, feet, and ears, white ; the ears not covered 
with hair, and much larger than Uiose of the com- 
mon rat ; the toes, also, are longer, the eyes black 
and prominent, the whiskers very long and foil, the 
tail rather longer than the body, and covered with 
fine fur and hair of the same size with that on the 
back, which is very close, short, and silky in its 
texture. This was the first we had met, althoaffh 
its nests are very frequent among tiie clifb of rocks 
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fpd in hollow trees, where we also found large 
^mantities of the shells aiid seed of the prickly pear, 
on which we conclude they chiefly subsist. The 
moschetoes are uncommonly troublesome. The 
wind was again high from the northwest. 

," These wipds are, in fact, always the coldest and 
most violent that we experience ; and the h}rpothe- 
sis which we have iprr^ed on tlfat subject is, that. 
tbe air, coming in contac^t with the Snowy Mount- 
^n3« becomes immediately chilled and condensed ; 
smd, being tjtius rendered heavier than the stratum 
Ql air below, it descends into it, or into the vacuum 
formed by the constant aption of the su]\ on the open; 
unsheltered pla^l^s. The clopds rise suddenly near 
these mountains, and distribute tl^eir contents par- 
tially, over the neighbouring plains. The same 
Glotid will discharffe hail alone in one part, hail and 
rain in another, and rain only in a third, and all with- 
in the space of a few miles ; while, at the same time» 
tb^re is snow falling on the mountaips to the souths 
east. There is at present no snow on those mount- 
aio3 » that which covered them on our arrival, as 
wiell as that which has since fallen, having disap- 
peared. The mountain's to the north and northwest 
of us are still entirely covered with snow ; and, in- 
^ed, there has been no perceptible diminution of it 
fimce we flrst sa^w them, which induces a belief ei- 
tner that the clouds at this season do not reach their 
summits, or that they deposite their snow only. 
They glisten with great beauty when the sun shines 
on them in a particular direction, and, most proba- 
l^y, from this ditterin^ appearance have derived tfie 
name of the Shining Mountains. 

• • • " July 4. The boat was now completed, ex* 
cept what is, in fact, the most difficult part, the ma- 
Icing her seams secure. We had intended to de« 
apatch a canoe with part of our men to the United 
States early this spriiig ; but, not having yet seen the. 
Snake Indians, and not knowing whether to calcu- 
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late on their friendship or enmity, we have decided 
not to weaken our party, which is now scarcely suf* 
ficieut to repel any hostility. We were afraid, too, 
that such a measure might dishearten those who re- 
mained ; and, as we have never suggested it to them, 
they are all enthusiastically attached to the enter- 
prise, and willing to encounter any danger to ensure 
its success. We had a heavy dew this morning. 

'* Since our arrival at the falls we have repeated- 
ly heard a strange noise coming from the mountains 
in a direction a little to the north of west. It is 
heard at different periods of the day and night (some- 
times when the air is perfectly still and without a 
cloud), and consists of one stroke only, or of five or 
six discharges in quick succession. It is loqd, and 
resetnbles precisely the sound of a six-pound piece 
of ordnance at the distance of three miles. The 
Minnetarees frequently mentioned this noise, like 
thunder, whidi they said the mountains made ; but 
we had paid no attention to it, believing it to have 
been some superstition, or perhaps a falsehood. 
The watermen also of the party say that the Paw- 
nees and Ricaras give the same account of a noise 
heard in the Black Mountains to the westward of 
them. The solution of the mystery given by the 
philosophy of the watermen is, that it is occasioned 
by the bursting of the rich mines of silver confined 
within the bosom of the mountains.* 

* In Brazil these explosions are well known. VascoDcello, 
the Jesuit, describes one which he heardin the Sierra de Pin- 
tininga as resembling the discharge of many pieces of artillery 
at once. The Indians who were with him told him ** it was an 
explosion of stones," and it was so, he says ; *' for after some 
daf s the place was foand where a rock had burst, and from its 
interior, with the report which we had heard ."was sent to light 
a little treasure. This was a sort of nut, about the size and 
shape of a bull's heart, full of )6welry of different coloara : 
some white, like transparent crystal ; osiers of a fine red, and 
tome between, white and red, imperfect, as it seemed, and not 
yet completely formed by nature. All ttiese were placed in or^ 
der, like the grains of a pomegranate, within a case or shell 
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«< An elk and a beaver vrert all that were killed to- 
day : the buffalo seemed to have withdrawn from 
our neighbourhood; though several of the men, 
who went to-day to visit the falls for the first time, 
mention that they are still abundant at that place. 
We contrived, however, to spread, not a very sump- 
tuous, but a comfortable table in honour of the day, 

harder than even iron, which, eitber with tiie force of the ex- 
plosion, or from striking against the rocks when it fell, broke in 
pieces, and thus discovered its wealth !" Tecfao notices the 
same thing in the adjoining province of Guayra, •* famous,** he 
says, ** for a sort of stones which Nature, after a wonderful man- 
ner, produces in an oval stone case, about the bigness of a man's 
h&ia. These stone cases lying under ground, when they come 
to a certain maturity, fly like bombs in pieces about the air, 
with much noise, and scatter about abundance of beautiful 
stones ; but these stones are ot no value !** In the account of 
Teixeira*s voyage down the Orellana, Acuna says the Indians 
mssured them that ** horrible noises were heavd in the Sierra de 
Paraguazo from time to time, which is a certain si^ that tlm 
mountain contains stone»of great value in its entrails.**— Loo- 
don Quarterly Review, January, 1815. 

The narrative of Mr. Hunt's passage through the mountains 
agrees with the Journal of Lewis and Clarke as to such noises 
being heard. *' In the most calm and serene weather, and at 
all times of the dav and night, successive reports are now and 
then heard among the mountains, resembling the discharge of 
several pieces of artillery.'* — Astoria, vol. i, p. .253. 

Humboldt, noticing a remark of .M. Lefond, that there are hills 
in Mexico abounding in coal, from which a subterranean noise 
18 heard at a distance, like the discbarge of artillery, askft 
whether ** this curious phenomenon announces a disengagement 
of hydrogen produced by a bed of coal in a state of inflamma- 
tion.** It seems too frequent and general for this solution.— 
London Quarterly Review, January, I6U5. 

** la passing the Black Hills and Rocky Moimtains, we hesid 
uone or these * successive reports, resembling the discharge of 
several piecies of artillery,* mentioned by some authors as com- 
mon * in the most calm and serene weather, at all times of the 
day or night;* nor did we witness * lightning and thunds^r pealing 
itom clouds gathering round the summits of the hiHs* or mount- 
sins. The thunder-spirits who fabricate storms and tempests 
appear to have closed their labours ; and the Indian tiabes no 
ionger*hang offering^ on the trees to propitiate the invisihla 
lords of the monntsiiks.* *'— Parker, p. 73. 
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lUid in ^ evening gave the men a drink of apiritav 
iprhich was the last of our stock. Some of them 
appeared sepsibje to the eiects of even so small a 
quantity; and^ as is usual among them on all festi- 
vals, the fiddle waa produeed, and a dance begun, 
which lasted till n^te o'clock, which waa interrupt- 
ed by a h^yy shower of rain. They ccmlinued, 
however, their merriment till a late hour. 

^^ July 5. The boat was brought up into a high sit 
nation, and fires kindled under li^r, in order to dry -her 
more expeditiou^y. Despairing of procuring any 
tar,* we formed. a composition of pounded charcoa) 
with beeswax and bufialo tallow to supply its place 
Shoi^ thia resource foil us, it will be very unfortu- 
nate, as in every other respect the boat answers our 
purposes completely. Although not quite dry, she 
can be carriea with ease hy nke men ; her form is 
as complete aa could be wished ; very strona, and 
-will carry at least eight thousand pounds, witn her 
complement of hands. Besides our want of tar, 
we hs^ye been unlucky in sewing the skips with a 
needle which had sharp edges instead o£ a point 
merely, although a larse thon^ was used in order to 
^11 the hole; yet it shrinks m drying, and leaves 
the hole open, so that we fear the boat will lesJ^ 
. *^ A large herd of buffalo came near us, and we 
procured thtee of them : besides which were killed 
two wolves and three antelopes. In the course of 
the da^r other herds of buffalo came near our camp, 
on their way down the , river : these herds move 
with great method and regularity. Although ten or 
iNvelve herds are seen scattered from each other 
over a space of many miles, yet, if they are undis- 
turbed by pursuit, tlray will be uniformly travelling 
in the same direction. 

'* July 6. Last night there were several showers 

' * Thevhad attempted to o|i^i^ivf|[?p^ir(Hn.greaiiqaa« 
bat had failed. ' . 
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of rain and hail, attended with, thunder and Itgl^ 
ning ; and about daybreak a heavy storm came on 
from the southwest) with one continued roar of 
thunder, and with rain and hail. The hail, which 
was as large as musket balls, covered the ground 
completely ; and on collecting some of it, it lasted 
during the day, and served to cool the water. The 
red and yellow currant is abundant, and now ripe, 
alUiough still a little acid. We have seen in this 
neighbourhood, what we have not met before, a re- 
markably small iox, which associates in bands, aftd 
hurrows in the prairie like the small^wolf* but hiive 
not yet been able to obtain any of them, as they 
are extremely vigilant, and betake themselves, on 
the slightest alarm, to their burrows, which are very 
deep. 

" July 7. The weather is warm but cloudy, so that 
the moisture retained by the bark after the raih 
. leaves it slowly, though we have small fires con^ 
stantly under the boat. We have no tents, and 
therefore are bUi^ed to use the sails to keep off the 
b^d weather. Our buffalo skins, too, are scarcely 
sufficient to cover^our baggage; but the men are 
now dre8sin|r others to replace their present leather 
clothing, which soon rots by being so constantly ex- 
posed to water." • • • 

'> July 8. In order more fully to replace the notes 
of the river which he had lost, and which he was 
prevented from supplying by the storm of the 29th 
ult., Captain Clarke set out after breakfast, taking 
with him nearly the whole party, with the view of 
shooting buffalo if there should be any near the 
falls. After getting some distance in the plains, 
the men were divided into squads, and he, with two 
others, struck the Missouri at the entrance of Medi- 
cine River, and thence proceeded down to the greet 
cataract. He found that the immense herds of buf- 
falo had entirely disappeared, and he thought had 
gone below the falls. Having made the necessary 
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fioesfeuraments^ihe ,retiirni»f thromgh: the plains, smd 
reached the camp late in the evening.; ibt& whole 
party had killed only three, boffalo, time antelope, 
andadeer." • • * 

^ The boat iia^risg now become sufficiently dry, we 
gave it a coat of :the composition, which, after a pr!Oi>- 
er dntenr&l was repeated, and the next;mornii9tgi 

^ July 9, she was launched into the water, and 
swam perfectly weli. The seats were then fixed, 
and the oars fitted; but after we had loaded her, as 
well as the.csyioe8,and were on the point of setting 
out, a violent wkid cauBed the waves to Wet the bagv 
gage, so that we were forced to unload them> The 
wind continued high till evening, wh^n, to onr great 
disappointihent, we discovered that nearly all the 
composition had separated from the skins, and left 
the seams parfedtly exposed, so that the boat now 
lc»id(ed very much. To repair this misibctuhe witb- 
<Hit pitch is impossible;; aQd,as.non;e of that article 
is to bei p(roeiired4 we therefore^ however reluctantly^ 
are obliged to abandon her, after having had so much 
labour in her eonstruction. We now saw that the 
section. of the boat covered with, buffalo skins, on 
which sionie h^ir had been left, answered better than 
the dOL «kin8, and leaked but little ; while that part 
which was covered with hair about an eighth of w^ 
inch retained the composition perfectly, and remain- 
ed sound and dry. From this we perceived that, 
had we employed huffalo skins instead of elk skins, 
and not singed them so closely as we have done, 
carefuUy avoiding to cut the leather in sewing, 
the boat would have been sufficient even witJi the 
present composition; or had we singed instead of 
shaving the elk skins^ we might have' succeeded. 
But we discovered omr, error too late : the . buflfialo 
bad deserted us, thetravelhng season was so fast ad* 
vancing that we had bo time to spaie for experiments, 
and, therefore, finding that she could be no longer 
useful, she was sunk in the water so as to soften th^ 
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iikitis, and etaal^Ie us the more easily to take her to 
pieces. It now became necessary to provide other 
means 'for transporting 4he baggage which we had 
intended to stow in her. For this purpose we shall 
want two catiOes^; but for many miles below the 
mouth of the M uscleshell River to this plaCe, we 
ha^e not seen a single tr^e fit to be used in that way. 
The hunters, however, who had before been sent 
after timber, mentioned that there wai$ a low ground 
on the opposite side of the^ river, about eight miles 
above oe by land, and more than twice that distance 
by Water, in which we might probably find trees 
large enough for our purposes. Captain Clarke de- 
termined, therefore, to set out by land for that place 
with ten of the best \^orkmen, who would be occu- 
pied in building the canoes till the rest of the party, 
after taking the' boat to pieces, and making the ne- 
cessary deposites, should transport the baggage, and 
Join them with the other six canoes. 

♦* luly 10. He accoi-dingly passed over to the op^ 
posite side of the river with his parly, and proceed- 
ed on eight miles by land, the distance by water be- 
ing twenty-three and three quarter miles. Here he 
foSnd'two Cottonwood- trees ; but, on cutting them 
down', one proved to be hollow, split at the top in 
falling, and both were much damaged at the bottom. 
He searched the neighbourhood, but could- find none 
which wdtild suit better, and therefore was obliged 
to make use of those which he had felled, shortening 
them in order to avoid the cracks, and supplying the 
deficiency by making them as wide as possible. 
Thiey were equally at a loss for wood of which they 
might make handles for their axes, the eyes of 
iirhieh not being round, they were obliged to spttt 
the timber in such a manner that thirteen of the 
}]^ndles broke in the course of the day, though made 
of the best wood they could fiiid for the purpose, 
wlilch was the chokecherry. 

* The rest of the party took the frame of the boat 
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to {Nieces, deposited it in a €ache or hole, with a 
draught of the country from Fort Mandan to this 
place, and also some other papers and small articles of 
less importance." ♦ * • 

** Sergeant Ordway, with four canoes and eight 
men, had set sail in the morning, with part of the 
baggage, to the place where Captain Clarke had $xed 
his camp ; but the wind was so high that he only 
reached within three miles of that place, and en- 
cainped for the night. 

'' July 11. In the morning one of the canoes join- 
ed Captain Clarke: the other three having qn board 
more valuable articles, which would have been in- 
jured by the water, went, on more cautiously, and 
did not reach the camp till the evening. Captain 
Clarice then had the canoes unloaded and sent back ; 
but the high wind prevented their floating down near- 
er than about eight miles above us. His party were 
busily engaged with the canoes, and their hunters 
supptied them with three fat deer and a buffalo, in ad- 
dition to two deer and an antelope killed yesterday. 
The few men who were with Captain Lewis were 
occupied in hunting, hut not with much success, hav- 
ing killed only one buffalo. They heard, about sun- 
set, two discharges of the tremendous mountain ar- 
tillery. They also saw several venr large gray 
eagles, much larger than those of the United States, 
and most probably a distinct species, though the bald 
eagle of this country is not quite so large as that of 
the United States." 

Captain Clarke and his party were busily engaged 
in the construction of the new boats, and on the 13th 
Captain Lewis had the remainder of the baggage 
embarked in the canoes, and despatched them for 
the upper camp. He himself, in company with,« 
sick man and the Indian woman, started to proceed 
by land. *' On his way he passed a very large In- 
dian lodge, which was priibably designed as a great 
coimcil-house ; but it differed in its construction 
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from all that we had seen lower down the Missouri 
or elsewhere. The form of it was a circle, two 
Inmdred and sixteen feet in circumference at the 
base, and composed of sixteen large cottonwood 
poles about fifty feet long, and at their thicker 
«ids, which touched the ground, about the size of a 
man's body : the^y were distributed at equal distances, 
«xcept that one was omitted to the east, probably 
for the entrance. From the ciircumference of this 
circle the poles converged towards the centre, 
where they were united and secured by large withes 
of willow brush. There was no covering over this 
fabric, in the centre of which were the, remains of a^ 
large fire, and round it the marks of about eighty 
leathern lodges. He also saw a number of turtle- 
doves and some pigeons, of which he shot one, dif- 
fering in no respect from the wild pigeon of the 
United States. 

" The country exhibits its usual appearances, the 
timber being confined to the riyer ; while back4^om 
it, on both sides, as far as t^ eye can reach, it is 
entirely destitute of trees 6#,;bushes. In the low 
^ound in which wfe are building the canoes, the 
timber is larger and more abundant than we have 
seen it on the Missouri for severad hundred miles. 
The soil, too, is good, for the grass and weeds 
reach about two feet high, being the tallest we have 
observed this season, though on the high plains and 
prairies the grass is at ho season above three inches 
in height. Among these weeds are the sand-rush, 
and the nettle in small quantities. The plains are 
still infested by great numbers of the small birds al- 
ready mentioned, among which is the brovvh curlew. 
The current of the river is here extremely gentt^. 
The buffalo have not yet quite gone, for the hunters 
brought in three in very good order. It requires 
80me diligence to supply us plentifully ; for, aa we 
reserve our parched meal for the Rocky Mountains, 
where we do not expect to finds much game, our 
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principal article of food is meat ; and the consuai|»- 
tion of the whole party amounts to four deer, an 
elk and a deer, or one buffalo, every twenty-four 
hours. The mpschetoes and gnats persecute us as 
violently as below, so that we can get no sleep un- 
less defended by biers, with which we are all pro- 
vided. We here found several plants hitherto un- 
known to us, and of which we preserved speci- 
•raens." 

* ♦ * " July 14. The day was fair and warm ; the 
men worked very industriously, and were enabled 
by the evening to launch the boats, which now want 
only seatd and oars to be complete." • • • 



CHAPTER XII. 

The Party embark on board the Canoes.— Smithes River.— 
Character of the Country, &c.— Dearbome*8 River.— Captam 
Clarke precedes the Party for the Purpose of discorering the 
Indians of the Rocky Mountains.— Magnificent rocky Ap- 
pearances on the Borders of the River, denominated the Gates 
of the Rocky Mountains. — Captain Clarke arrives at the 
Three Forks of the Missouri without overtaking the Indians. 
—The Party arrive at the Three Forks, of which a particular 
and interesting Description is given. 

"July 15. We rose early, embarked all our bag- 
gage on board the canoes, which, though eight in 
number, are heavily loaded, and at ten o'clock set 
out on our journey." * * * " At the distance of seven 
and a half miles we came to the lower point of a 
woodland, at the entrance of a beautiful river, which, 
in honour^ of the secretary of the navy, we called 
Smith's River. This stream falls into a bend on the 
south side of the Missouri, and is eighty yards wide. 
As far as we could discern its course, it wound 
tiirough a charming valley towards the southeast. 
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to which many herds of foufi^o were feedinf , till, at 
the distance of twenty-five miles, it entered the 
Rocky Mountains and was lost from our view." * * * 

" We find the prickly pear, one of the greatest 
beauties as well as greatest inconveniences of the 
plains, now in full bloom. The sunflower, too, a 
plant common on every part of the Missouri from its 
entrance to this place, is here very abundant, and in 
bloom. The lamb's-quarter, wild cucumber, sand- 
iTish, and narrow dock, are also common. 

" The river has now become so much more crook- 
ed than below, that we omit taking all its short me- 
anders, and note only its general course, laying 
down the small bends on our daily chart by the eye. 
The general width is from one hundred to one hun* 
died and fifty yards." • * • 

** July 16. There was a heavy dew last night. 
We soon passed about forty little booths, formed of 
willow bushes, as a shelter against the sun. These 
seemed to have been deserted about ten days, and, 
as we supposed, by the Snake Indians, or Shosho^ 
nees, whom we hope soon to meet, as they appear- 
ed from the tracks to have a number of horses with 
them." • • • 

Captain Lewis went on, with three men, in ad- 
yance of the party, to the point where the Missouri 
enters the Rocky Mountains, and here he was joined 
by his companions the following day. Double 
manning their canoes, they started early in the 
morning, and by the aid of their towlines succeeded 
in passing the rapids at this place without accident 
" For several miles below the rapids," says the jour- 
nalist, " the current of the Missouri becomes strong- 
er as you approach, and the spurs of the mountain 
advance towards the river, which is tieep, and not 
more than seventy yards wide: at the rapids the 
river is closely hemmed in on both sides by the hills, 
and foams for half a mile over the rocks which ob- 
struct its channel. The Iqw grounds are now not 
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more duui a few yai^ m width ; tmt they toauih 
loom for an Indian load, Which winds under thf hiBs 
on the north side of the river. The general rai^ 
of these hills is from southeast to northwest, and 
the cliffs themselves are about eight hundred fyet 
above the water, formed almost entirely of a hard, 
black granite, on which are scattered a. few dwarf 
pine and cedar trees. Immediately in the gap is a 
targe rock, four hundred feet high, which on one side 
is washed by the Missouri, wlule on its other sid^s 
a handsome little plain separates it from the neigh- 
bouring mountains. It may be ascended with some 
difficulty nearly to its summit, and affords a beauti* 
All prospect of the plains below, in* which we could 
€h«erve large herds of buffalo. After ascending the 
rapids for half a mile, we came to a small island at 
the head of Ahem» which we caUed Pine Island, from 
a large ]»ne«tree at the lower &id of it, which is ttie 
first we have seen near the river for a great 4Hft- 
tance. A mile beyond Captain Lewis's camp wt 
had a meridian altitude, which gave us the latitude 
of46*» 4^14.7". 

** As the canoes were still heavily loaded, all those 
not employed in working them walked on shore* 
The navigation is now very laborious. The river is 
deep, but with little current, and from seventy t# 
one hundred yards wide ; the low grounds are very 
narrow, with but httle timber, and that chiefly the 
aspen-tree. The cliffs are steep, and hang over the 
river so much that often we could not cross them, 
but were oUiged to pass and repass from one side 
of the river to the other, in order to make our way. 
On the mountains we see more pine than usual, but 
it is still in small quantities. Along the bottoms, 
which have a covering of high grass, we observe the 
sunflower blooming in great abundianoe. The In- 
dians of the Missouri, and more especially those 
who do not cultivate maize, make great use of the 
aeed of this plant for bread, or in thickenUig their 
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soup. They first parch and then pound it between 
two stones until it is reduced to a nne meal. Some^ 
times they add a portion of water, and drink it thus 
diluted : at other times' they add a sufficient propor- 
tion of marrow grease to reduce it to the consistent 
cy of common dough, and eat it in that manner. 
This last composition we preferred to all the rest, 
and thought it, at that time, a very palatable dish. 

"There are great quantities of red, purple, yel* 
low, and black, currants. The currants are Very 
pleasant to the taste, and much preferable to those 
of our common gardens. The bush of the first spe« 
cies rises to the height of six or eight feet ; the stem 
simple, branchin|^, and erect. These shrubs associate 
together, either iq the upper or timbered lands, near 
the water-courses. The leaf is peteolate, of a pale 
green, and in form resembles the red currant, so 
common in our gardens. The perianth of the fruit 
is one-leaved, five cleft, abbreviated, and tubular. 
The corolla is monopetalous, funnel-shaped, very 
long, and of a fine orange colour. There are iive 
stamens and one pistil; the filaments are capillar, in- 
serted in the corolla, equal and converging, the an- 
ther ovate and incumbent. The germe of the second 
species is round, siQooth, inferior, and pedicelled ; 
the style longer and thicker than the stamens, sinW 
pie, cylindrical, smooth, and erect : it remains witK 
the corolla until the fruit is ripe. The stamen is 
simple and obtuse, and the fruit much the size and 
shape of our common garden currants ; growing, like 
them, in clusters, supported by a compound foot- 
stalk. The peduncles are longer in this species, and 
the berries are more scattered. The fruit is not so 
acid as the common currant, and has a more agree- 
able flavour. The other species differs in no respect 
irom the yellow currant, excepting in the colour and 
'flavour of the berries. The service-berry differs in 
some points from that of the United States. The 
bushes are small, sometimes not more than two feet 
Y3 
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high, and rarely exceeding eight inches. They w» 
proportionabl^r small in their stems, growing very 
thickly, associated in clamps. The iruit is of tfaie 
same form, but for the most part larger, and of a 
Tery dariL purple. They are now ripe, and in gre^t 

gerfection. There are two species of gooseberry 
ere, but neither of them yet ripe: nor are the 
chokecherries, though in great quantities. Besides, 
there are also at this place the box-alder, red willow, 
and a species of sumach. Ip. the evening we saw 
some mountain rams or big-horned animals, but no 
other game of any sort." • • • 

*'July 18. This morning, early, we saw a large 
herd of the bis-homed animals, who were bounding 
among the rooks in the opposite cUff with great agil- 
ity. These inaccessible spots secure them from aU 
their enemies ; and the. only danger is in wanderiuj^ 
among such precipices, where we should suppose it 
scarcely possible for any animal to standi : a single 
false step would precipitate them at least five hun- 
dred feet into the water. At one mile and a quarter 
we passed another single cliff on the left ; at the 
same distance beyond which is the mouth of a large 
river emptying itself from the north. It is a haiKU 
some, bold, and clear stream, eighty yards wide; 
that is, nearly as broad as the Missouri, with a n^d 
current over a bed of sm^ smooth stones of various 
figures. The water is extremely transparent ; the 
low grounds are narrow, but possess as much wood 
as those of the Missouri ; and it has every appearance 
of being navigable, though to what distance we can- 
not ascertain, as the country which it waters is 
broken and mountainous. In honour of the secre- 
tary at war, we called it Dearbgirn's River. 

*' Being now very anxious to meet with the Sho- 
shonees, or Snake Indians, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the necessary information in regara to our route, 
as well as to procure horses, it was thought best for 
one of us to go forward with a smaU party, and eo- 
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deayour to discoyer them before the daily discharffe 
of our guns, ueceseary for our subsistence, should 
give them notice of our approach ; for if by any ac- 
cident they should hear us, they would most proba- 
bly retreat to the mountains, mistaking us for their 
enemies, who usually attack them on this side. Ac- 
cordingly, Captain Clarke set out with three men, 
and followed the course of the river on the north 
side ; but the hills were so steep at first that he was 
not able to go much faster than ourselves. In the 
evening, however, he out off many miles of the cir- 
cuitous course of the river by crossing a mountain, 
over which he found a wide Indian road, which in 
many places seems to have been cut or dug -down in 
the earth. He passed, also, two branches of a stream, 
whi(^ he called Ordway's Creek, where he saw a 
number of beaver-dams extending in close sueces- 
noQ towards the mountains as far as he could distin- 
guish : on the chffs were many of the big-horned an- 
imals. After crossing this rabuntaui he encamped 
near a -small stream of running water, having trav- 
elled twenty miles.'' • • • 

In their progress up the river this day they pass- 
ed several streams,.some of considerable size, com- 
ing from the mountains, the waters of which were 
cold, pure, and well tasted. " The soil near the river," 
proceeds the Journal, *^ is good, and produces a lux- 
uriant growth of grass and weeds : among these pro- 
ductions the sunflower holds a very distinguished 
place. For several days past we have observed a 
species of flax in the low grounds, the leaf, stem, 
and pericarp of which resemble those of the flax 
commonly cultivated in the United States. The 
stems rise to the height of two and a half or three 
ieet, and spring to the number of eight or ten from the 
same root, with a strong, thick bark, apparently well 
calculated for use. The root seems to be perennial, 
and it is probable that the cutting of the stems may 
not at all injure it ; for, although the seeds are not 
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yet ripe, there are young suckers shooting up froa 
the root, whence we may infer that the stems which 
are fully grown, and in the proper stage of vegetar- 
tion to pr^uce the best flax, are not essential to the 
preservation or support of the root ; a circumstance 
which would render it a most valuable plant. To- 
day we have met with a second species of flax, 
smaller than the first, as it seldom obtains a greater 
height than nine or twelve inches : the leaf and stem 
resemble those of the species just mentioned, except 
that the latter is rarely branched, and beBis a single 
monopetalous, bell-shaped blue flower, suspend^ 
with its limb downward." • • • 

*^ July 19. Captain Clarke pursued his route early 
in the morning, and soon passed the remains of sev- 
eral Indian camps formed of willow brush, which 
seemed to have been deserted this spring. At the 
same time he observed that the pine-trees had been 
stripped of their bark, which our Indian woman says 
her countrymen do in the spring, in order to obtsun 
the sap, and the soft parts of the wood and bark for 
food. About eleven o'clock he met a herd of c^ 
and killed two of them ; but such was the want of 
wood in the tieighbourhood, that he was Unable to 
procure enough to make a fire, and he was therefore 
obliged to substitute the dung of the buffalo, with 
which he cooked his breakfast. They then resiuned 
their course along an old Indian road. In the after- 
noon they reached a handsome valley, watered by a 
large creek, both of which extend a considerable dis- 
tance among the mountains : this they crossed, and 
during the evenin|f travelled over a mountainous 
country covered with sharp fragments of flint-rock, 
which bruised and cut their feet very much, but were 
scarcely less troublesome than the prickly pear of 
the open plains, which have now become so abun- 
dant that it is impossible to avoid them, and the 
thorns are so strong that they pierce a double sole 
of dressed deerskin : the best resource against them 
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18 a sole of dried buffalo hide. At night they reach- 
^ the river much fatigued, having passed two mount- 
ains in the course of the day, and travelled thirty 
miles. Captain Clarke^s first employment on light- 
ing a fire, was to extract from his feet the briars, 
which he found to be seventeen in number. 

*' In the mean time we proceeded on very well, 
though the water appears to increase in rapidity as 
we advance : the current had, indeed, been strong 
during the day, and obstructed by some rapids, 
which are not, however, much broken by rocks, an^ 
are perfectly safe ; the river is deep, and its general 
vridth is from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
jrards wide. For more than thirteen miles we went 
along the numerous bends of the river, and then 
reached two small islands ; three and three quarter 
miles beyond which is a small creek, in a l^nd to 
the left, above a small island on the right. We 
were regaled about ten o'clock P.M. with a thunder^ 
storm of rain and hail, which lasted for an hour; but 
during the day, in this confined valley through which 
we are passing, the heat is almost insupportable, 
uid whenever we obtain a glimpse of the lofty tops 
of the mountains we are tantalized with a view of 
the snow. These mountains have their sides and 
summits partially varied with little copses of pine, 
eedar, and balsam-fir. . A mile and a half beyond 
this creek the rocks approach the river on both sides, 
forming a most subhme and extraordinary specta- 
cle. For Ave and three quarter miles these rocks 
rise perpendicularly from the water's edge to the 
height of nearly twelve hundred fe^t. They are 
composed of a black granite n^ar their base, but from 
the lighter colour above, and from the fragments, 
we suppose the upper part to be flint of a yellowish 
brown and cream colour. > 

'* Nothing can be imagined more tremendous than 
the frowning dariuiess of these rocks, which project 
over the river and menace us with destruction. The 
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river, otie hundred and fifty yards in widtb, seems to 
have forced its channel down this solid mass ; bat 
80 reluctantly has it given way, that daring the 
whole distance the water is very deep even at the 
edges, and for the first three miles there is not a 
spot, except one of a few yards, in which a man 
could stand between the water and the towering 
perpendicular of the mountain. The convulsion of 
the passage must have been terrible, since at its out- 
let there are vast columns of rock- torn from the 
mountain, which are. strewed on both sides of the 
river, the trophies, as it were, of its victory. Sev- 
eral fine springs burst out from the chasms of the 
rock, and contribute to increase the river, which has 
a strong current, but, very fortunately, we were able 
to overcome it with our oars, sinpe it would have 
been impossible to use either the cord or the pole. 
We werex)bliged to go on some time after dark, not 
being able to find a spot large enough to encamp on; 
but at length, about two miles above a small island 
in the middle of the river, we met with a place on 
the left side, where we procured plenty of light 
wood and pitch pine. This extraordinary range of 
rocks we called the Gates of the Rocky Mountains. 

^ We had made twenty-two miles, and four, and a 
quarter miles from the entrance of the Gates. 'The 
mountains were higher to-day than they were yes- 
terday. We saw some bighorns, and a few ante- 
lopes and beaver, but since entering the mountains 
have found no buffalo : ihe otter are, however, ia 
great plenty. 

" July 20. By employing the tow-rope whenever 
the banks permitted the us6 of it, the river being too 
deep for the pole^ we were enabled to overcome the 
current, which is still strong. At the distance of 
half a mile we came to a high rock in a bend to the 
left, in the Gates. Here the perpendicular rocks . 
cease, the hills retire from the river, and the valleys 
suddenly widen to a greater extent than they have 
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been since we entered the mountains. At this place 
was some scattered timber, consisting of the nar- 
row-leafed Cottonwood, the aspen, and pine. There 
are also vast quantities of gooseberries, service-ber- 
ries, and several species of currant, among which is 
one of a black colour, the flavour of which is pref- 
erable to that of the yellow, and would be deemed 
superior to that of any currant in the United States. 

'* At a mile from the Gates, a large creek comes 
down from the mountains, and empties itself behind 
an island in the middle of a bend to the north. To 
this stream, which is fifteen yards wide, we gave 
the name of Potts's Creek, after John Potts, one of 
OUT men. Up this valley, about seven miles, we 
discovered a great smoke, as if the whole country 
had been set on Are ; but we were at a loss to de- 
cide whether it had been done accidentally by Cap- 
tain CI arke^s party, or by the Indians as a signal on 
their observing us. We afterward learned that this 
la si was the fact ; for they had heard a gun fired by 
one of Captain darkens men, and, believing that 
their enemies were approaching, had fled into the 
mountains, first setting fire Xo the plains as a warn- 
ing to their countrymen. We continued our course 
along several islands, and having made in the course 
of tl^ day fifteen miles, encamped just above an isl- 
' and, at a spring on a high bank on the left side of the 
river." • • • 

'' Captain Clarke, on setting out this morning, had 
gone through the valley about six miles to the right 
of the river. He soon fell into the Indian road, 
which he pursued till he reached the Missouri, at the 
distance of eighteen miles from his last encamp- 
ment, just above the entrance of a large creek, which 
we afterward called Whiteearth Creek. Here he 
found Kis party so much cut and pierced with the 
sharp flint and the prickly pear that he proceeded 
only a short distance farther, and then halted to wait 
for us. Along his route he had taken the precau* 
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ti6n to strew signals, such as pieces of cloth, paper, 
and linen, to prove to the Indians, if by any acci- 
dent they met his track, that we were white men. 
But he observed a smoke some distance ahead, and 
concluded that the whole country had now taken the 
alarm." ♦ • • 

On the following day, after proceeding for eleven 
and a half miles through a mountainous and broken 
country, they reached in the evening a beautiful 
plain, ten or twelve miles wide, and extending as far 
as the eye could reach. " This plain, or rather val- 
ley," says the journalist, " is bounded by two nearly 
parallel ranges of high mountains, whose summits 
are partially covered with snow, below which the 
pine is scattered along the sides down to the plain 
in some places, though the greater part of their sur- 
face has no timber, and exhibits only a barren soil, 
with no covering except dry, parched grass, or black, 
rugged rocks. Oh entering the valley, the river as- 
sumes a totally different aspect. It spreads to more 
than a mile in width, and, though more rapid than 
before, is shallow enough in almost eVery part for 
the use of the pole, while its bed is formed of 
smooth stones and some large rocks, as it has been, 
indeed, since we entered the mountains : it is also 
divided by a number of islands, some of which ara 
large near the northern shore. The soil of the val- 
ley is a rich black loam, apparently very fertile, and 
covered with a fine green herbage about eighteen 
inches oi* two feet in height ; while that of the high 
grounds is perfectly dry, and seems scorched by the 
sun. The timber, though still scarce, is in greater 
quantities in this valley than we have seen it since 
entering the mountains, and seems to prefer the 
borders of the small creeks to the banks of the river 
itself." • • • 

' " We this day saw two pheasants of a dark brown 
colour, much larger than the same species of bird 
in the United States. Of geese we daily see great 
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numbers, with their young perfectly feathered, ex- 
cept on the wings, where both young and old are 
deficient ; the first are very fine food, but the old 
ones are poor, and unfit for use. Several of the 
large brown or sand-hill crane are feeding in the 
low grounds on the grass, which forms their principal 
food. The young crane cannot fly at this season : 
they are as large as a turkey, of a bright reddish bay 
colour." • * * 

" July 22. We set out at an early hour. The river 
being divided into so many channels, by both large 
and small islands, that it was impossible to lay it 
down accurately by following in a canoe any single 
channel. Captain Lewis walked on shore, took the 
general courses of the stream, and from the rising 
grounds laid down the situation of the islands and 
channels, which he was enabled to do with perfect 
accuracy, the view not being obstructed by much 
timber. At one mile and a quarter we passed' an 
island somewhat larger than the rest, and four miles 
farther reached the upper end of another, where we 
breakfasted. This is a large island, forming, in the 
middle of k bend to the north, a level fertile plain, 
ten feet above the surface of the water, and never 
ovcriiowed. Here we found great quantities of a 
small onion, about the size of a musket ball, though 
some were larger. It is white, crisp, and as well- 
llavoured as any of our garden onions : the seed is 
just ripening, and as the plant bears a large quantity 
to the square foot, and stands the rigours of the ch- 
mate, it will, no doubt, be an acquisition to settlers. 
From this production we called it Onion Island. 
During the next seven and three quarter miles we 
passed several long circular bends, and a number of 
large and small islands, which divide the river into 
many chamnels, and then rea«hed the mouth of a 
creek on the north side. It is composed of three 
creeks, which unite in a handsome valley about four 
miles before they discharge themselves into the 
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Missouri, where it is about, fifteen fiset wi4e! ai^ 
eight feet deep, with clear, traitspareat water. Here 
we h&dted for dinner ; but, as the canoes took differ* 
ent channels in ascending, it was some time befoie 
they all joined. 

'' We are delighted to find that the Indian woman 
recognises the country; she tells us that to this 
creek her countrymen make excursions to procupe 
a white paint on its banks, and we therefore call it 
Whiteearth Creek. She says, also, that the three 
forks of the Missouri are at no great distance ; a 
piece of intelligence which has cheered the spirits 
of us all, as we hope soon to reach the head of that 
river. This is the warmest day except one we 
have experienced this summer. In the shade th« 
mercury stood at 80^ above zero, which is the seq- 
ond time it has reached that height during the sea- 
son. We encamped on an island, after making nine- 
teen and three quarter miles. 

'* In the course of the day we saw many geese^ 
cranes, small birds common to the pMLins,and a few 
pheasants : we also d)served a smaV plover or cur- 
lew of a brown coloi^r, about the size of the yellow* 
legged plover or jack curlew, but of a different sp^ 
cies. It first appeared near the mouth of SmiW0 
River, but is so shy and vigilant that we are unal^ 
to shoot it. Both the broad and na^ow leafed wM? 
low continue, though, the s^w^et willow h^s become 
very scarce. The rosebush, small honeysuckle, the 
pulpy 'leafed thorn, southern wood,, sage and box* 
alder, narrow-leafed cottonwood, redwood, and a 
species of sumach, are all abundant. So, too, are 
red and black gooseberries, service-berries, chioke- 
cherries, and black^red, yellow, and purple currants^ 
which last seem to be a favourite food of the bear. 
Before encamping, we landed and took on board 
Captain Clarke, with the meat he had collected do- 
ring this day's hunt, which consieted of one de^ 
and an elk: we had ourselves shot a deer and an 
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-tntdope. The mo&ehetoes and gimts were unu- 
"soally fierce this evening.*' 

They fonnd but little change in the character of 
ttbe country the two following days. Rich and ex- 
tensive levels bordered the river, with hills and 
moontams in the background. Gaptain Olalrke, as 
before, proceeded with a party on foot along the 
^anks, where he discovered an Indian road that he 
followed. Smair flags were kept hoisted on board 
Uie canoes, to apprize the natives, should there be 
any near, that they were white men, and not their 
enemies. 

•* We saw," «ays the Jonmal, " many otter and 
beaver to-day (the 24th). The latter seem to con- 
tribute very much to the number of islands, and the 
widening of the river. They begin by damming np 
the small channels of about twenty yards between 
the islands : this obliges the river to seek another 
-outlet, and, as soon as this is effected, the channel 
stopped by the beaver becomes filled with mud and 
sand. The industrious animal is then driven to an- 
other channel, which soon shares the -same fate, till 
tiie river spreads on all sides, and cuts the projecting 
-pdifnts of the land into islands. We killed a deer, 
and saw great numbers of antelopes, cranes, some 
geese, and a few red-headed ducks. The smaU 
'birds of the plains and the curlew are still abundant: 
•we saw a large bear, but could not come within gun- 
shot of him. There are numerous tracks of the elk, 
but none of the animals themselves ; and, from the 
appearance of bones and old excrement, we suppose 
that buffalo sornfetimes stray into the Valley, though 
we have as yet seen no recent sign of them. Along 
•the water are a number of snakes, some of a uni- 
form brown colour, others black, and a third speck- 
led on the abdomen, and striped with black and a 
brownrsh yellow on the back and sides. The first, 
H^hich is t*ie largest, is about four feet long ; the 
second is of the kind mentioned yesterday ; and the 
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third resembles in size and appearance the garter- 
snake of the United States. On examining the 
teeth of all these several kinds, we found them free 
from poison : they are fond of the water, in which 
they take shelter on being pursued. The mosche- 
toes, gnats, and prickly pear, our three persecutors, 
still continue with us, and, joined with the labour 
of working the canoes, have fatigued us all exces- 
sively. 

" Captain Clarke continued along the Indian road, 
which led him up a creek. About ten o^clock he 
saw, at the distance of six miles, a horse feeding in 
the plains. He went towards him, but the animal 
was so wild that he could not get within several 
hundred paces of him. He then turned obliquely to 
the river, where he killed a deer, and dined, having 
passed in this valley five handsome streams, only 
one of which had any timber; another had some 
willows, and was very much dammed up by the 
beaver. After dinner he continued his route along 
the river, and encamped at the distance of thirty 
miles. As he went along he saw many tracks of 
Indians, but none of recent date. The next morning, 

*' July 25, at the distance of a few miles, he arri- 
ved at the Three Forks of the Missouri.- Here he 
found that the plains had been recently burned on 
the north side, and saw the track of a horse, which 
seemed to have passed about four or five days since. 
After breakfast he examined the rivers, and, finding 
that the north branch, although not larger, contain- 
ed more water than the middle branch, and bore 
more to the westward, he determined to ascend it. 
He therefore left a note, informing Captain Lewis 
of his intention, and then went up that stream on 
the north side for about twenty-five miles. Here 
Chaboneau was unable to proceed any farther, and 
the party therefore encamped, all of them much 
fatiffued, their feet blistered, and wounded by the 
prickly pear. 
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**In the mean time we letft our camfp, and p«>- 
ceeded on very well, though the water is still rajwd, 
and has some occasional ripples. The country is 
much like that of yesterday : there are, however, 
fewer islands, for we have passed only two. Behind 
one of them is a large creek, twenty-five yards wide, 
to which we gave the name of Gass's Creek, from 
one of our sergeants, Patrick Gass: it is formed by 
the union of five streams, which descend from the 
mountains, and join in the plain near the river. On 
this island we saw a large brown bear, but he re- 
treated to the shoi^, and ran off before we could 
approach him. These animals seem more shy than 
they were below the mountains. The antelopes 
have again collected in small herds, composed of 
several females with their young, attended by one 
or two males, though some of the males are still 
solitary, or wander in parties of two over the plains, 
which the antelope invariably prefers to the wood- 
lands, and to which it always retreats if by accident 
it is found straggling on the hills, confiding, no doubt, 
in its wonderral fleetness. We also killed a few 
young geese ; but, as this game is small, and very' 
incompetent to the subsistence of the party, we 
have forbidden the men any longer to waste their 
ammunition upon it. About four ^d a half miles 
above Gass's Creek, the valley in which we have 
been travelling ceases, and the high, craggy cliffs 
again approach the river, which now enters, or, 
rather, leaves what appears to be a second great 
chain of the Rocky .Mountains. About a mile after 
entering among these hills or low mountains, we 
passed a number of fine bold ^ings, which burst 
out near the edge of the river under the f^estone 
cliffs on the left, and furnished a fine pure water. 
Near these we met with two of the worst rapids we 
have seen since entering the mountains ; a ndge of 
sharp, pointed rocks stretching across the river, and 
leaving but small and dangerous channels for navi* 
Z3 
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gallon. The cliffs are of a lighter colour than those 
we had previously passed, and in the bed of the riv- 
er is some limestone, which is small and worn 
smooth, and seems to have been brought down by 
the current." ♦ * * 

" All these cliffs appeared to have been under- 
mined by the water at some period, and fallen down 
from the hills on their sides, the stratas of rock 
sometimes lying with their edges upward; while 
others, not detached from the hills, are depressed 
obhquely on the side next the river, as if they had 
sunk to fill up the cavity formed by the washing of 
the current." 

The next day they passed a considerable number 
of small islands, and, finding the current strong, with 
frequent ripples, were obliged to depend chiefly upon 
their poles and towUnes. After proceeding about 
five miles, they came to a point where, says the 
Journal, " the mountains recede from the river, and 
the valley widens to the extent of several miles. 
The river now becomes crowded with islands, of 
which we passed ten in the next thirteen and three 
quarter miles : then, at the distance of eighteen 
miles, we encamped on the left shore, near a rock 
in the centre of a bend towards the left, and oppo- 
site to two mor^ islands. 

" This valley has wide low grounds covered with 
high grass, and in many places with a fine turf of 
greensward. The soil of the high lands is thin and 
meager, without any covering except a low sedge 
and a dry kind of grass, which is almost as incon- 
venient as the prickly pear. The seeds of it are 
armed with a lon^, twisted, hard beard at their up- 
per extremity, while the lower part is a sharp, firm 
point, beset at its base with little stiff bristles, with 
the points in a direction contrary to the subulate 
point, to which they answer as a barb. We saw 
also another species of prickly pear. It is of a 
globular form, composed of an assemblage of little 
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conic leaves springing from a common root, to 
irhich their small points are attached as a common 
centre, and the base of the cone forms the apex of 
^o leaf, which is garnished with a circular range of 
sharp thorns, like the cochineal plant, and quite as 
stiff, and even more keen than those of the common 
flat-leaved species. Between the hills the river had 
been confined within oiie hundred and fifty or two 
hundred yards, but in the valley it widens to two 
hundred or two hundred and fifty, and sometimes is 
K>read by its numerous islands to the distance of 
three quarters of a mile. The banks are low, but 
the river never overflows them. On entering the 
valley we again saw the snow-clad mountains l^fore 
us ; but the appearance of the hills, as well as of the 
timber near us, is much as heretofore. 

*' Finding Chaboneau unable to proceed. Captain 
Clarke left him with one of the men, and, accompa- 
nied by the other, went up the river about twelve 
miles to the top of a mountain. Here he had an 
extensive vipw of the river valley upward, and saw 
a large creek which flowed in on the right side. He, 
however, discovered no fresh signs of the Indians, 
and therefore determined to examine the middle 
branch, and join us by the time we reached the 
forks : he descended the mountain by an Indian 
path which wound throhgh a deep valley, and at 
length reached a fine cold spring. The day had 
been very warm, the path unshaded by timber, and 
his thirst was excessive ; he was therefore tempted 
to drink. But, although he took the precaution of 
previously wetting his head, feet, and hands, he soon 
found himself very unwell : he continued his route, 
and, after resting with Chaboneau at his camp, re- 
sumed his march across the north fork, near a large 
island. The first part was knee deep, but on the 
other side of the island the water came to their 
waists, and was so rapid that Chaboneau was on the 
point of being swept away, and, not being able to 
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«w»Ri, wofAA hafve «ecish^d if <3tptaiii iGMke'^adL 
ttt>t rescued him. while crescung Hie island tklBf 
killed itwo bt^wn bewrs, ^imd isaw%gireiit mimbeTS im 
beaver. He then wtrtl on to a sinaH.niveiv.vniidk 
fiftUs into t)he nor^ fotk ^some sniites above it6 jmui)- 
tfon twith tile two Others ; and Ihtrre, iindTiag ^bimadf 
growing more «nw«ll, he trailed for ithe ni^ at Uii 
iiAtaliee oif four Niiles from !bis last-'enefimpment 

** J»ly «7. We proceeded on bat stowiy, fcbe <joiv 
rent <being still «o rapid as to reqnine tlie utiliostttuD- 
ertioy>s of aH to advamfle, and the men wse hemqg 
ih^ir €rtreY)gth fast, intconse^fnmce.of Idieirioen^iMt 
e<lfbrtB. At haff a mile we (pxeoed «ii tsiand, aiid.a 
mile and a quaiter farthfer a^edn cuftcved a ridge gf( 
li^s, 'Which now approached the iwer wiih fdiffs .apk 
parently sinking like itoae of yesterday. Th^mtt 
composed of e^id livMeiatone, lof a ikighit hxtA colour 
when exposed to dhe air, thoagh when freiflilyibro- 
ken it is of a deep biiie,(0f an >eKcelIenit 'qnalrty, abd 
•w%ry fine gvaki. On these ctiflfs were nomboiB lof 
the bighom M iwo and a half miles we Teaehed 
Che centire >c^ a il»end tx^Wards tike soutk, ftasai^l * 
ematJi isbuid ; and one mile and a quainter >bey0nA 
this, at about nine in the nMnming^ we came to Jtfae 
mouth- of a river seventy yards wide, Av'hich isttadu 
from the soutbeast Here ihe eonntry suddiHdy 
opens into lextensive and iieaufiful meadows and 

Sains, surrounded on every side witii distailt ai^ 
fty moimtains. 

" Captain Lewis went up this stream for iaboiit 
half a mile, and from the height of u tittestone cliff 
could bbserv« its course about seven niiles, and the 
three forks of the Missokiri, of wiiteh thos river As 
one. lu •extreme point bore S. 05^ E., and dufermg 
the seven miles H passes Ifhpough an extensive mead- 
ow «yf f9ne grass, dividing itsdlf into several stoeailis, 
the largest passing near the ridge Of hills on w4iiefa 
he stood. On the right side of ilw Missouri, a hi^, 
wide, and extensive plain socceeds to this low nicad* 
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ow, reaching to the hills. In the meadow a larse 
spring rises about a quarter of a mile from this south- 
east fork, into which it discharges itself on the right 
side, about four hundred paces from where he stood. 
Between the southeast and middle forks, a distant 
range of snow-topped mquntains spreads from east 
to south, above the irregular broken hills nearer to 
this spot : the middle and southwest forks unite at 
half a mile above the entrance of the southeast 
fork. The extreme point at which the former can 
be seen bears S. 15o E., at the distance of fourteen 
miles, where it turns to the right roimd the point of 
a high plain, and disappears from the view. Its low 
grounds are several miles in width, forming a smooth 
and beautiful green meadow, and, like the southeast 
fork, it divides itself into several streams. Between 
these two forks, and near their junction with that 
from the southwest, is a position admirably well 
calculated for a fort. It is a limestone rock of an 
oblong form, rising from the plain perpendicularly 
to the height of twenty-five feet on three of its 
Bides ; the fourth, towards the middle fork, being a 
gradual ascent, and covered with a fine greensward, 
as is also the top, which is level, and contains about 
two acres. 

" An extensive plain lies between the middle and 
southwest forks, the last of which, after watering a 
country hke that of the other two branches, disap- 
pears about twelve miles ofi*, at a point bearing south 
30** west. It is also more divided and serpentine in 
its course than the other two, and has more timber on 
its meadows. This timber consists almost exclu- 
sively of the narrow-leaved cottonwood, with an in- 
termixture of box-alder and sweet-willow, the un- 
derbrush being thick, and like that of the Missouri 
lower down. A range of high mountains, partially 
covered with snow, is seen at a considerable distance, 
running from south to west, and nearly all around 
u$ are broken ridges of country like that below, 
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through which those united streams appeur to hafv« 
forced their passage. After observing the ooantr^r* 
Captain Lewis descended to breiikfast. 

" We then left the month of the southeast fork, to 
which, in honour of the secretary of the treasury, 
we called Gallatin's River ; and at the distance of 
half a mile reached the confluence of the southwest 
and middle branches of the Missouri. Here we 
found a letter from Captain Clarke, and, as we agreed 
with him that the direction of the sotithwest iotk 
gave it a decided preference over the others, we as- 
cended that brancn of the river for a mile, aad en- 
camped in a level, handsome plain on the left, having 
advanced only seven miles. In this place we re- 
solved to wait the return of Captain Clarke, and, in 
the "mean time, make the necessary celestial obser- 
vations, recruit the men, and air the baggage, ft 
was, accordingly, all tinloaded and stowed away on 
shore. 

•* Near the three forks we saw many collections 
of the mud-nests of the small martin attached to 
the smooth faces of the limestone rock, where they 
were sheltered by projections of the rock above; 
and in the meadows were numbers of duck or mal- 
lard with their younff, which are now nearly grown. 
•The hunters returned towards evening with six deer, 
three otter, and a muskrat, and had seen great num- 
bers of antelope, and many signs ctf beaver and elk. 

*' During all last night Captain Clarice had a hiffh 
fever, with chills, accompanied by greett pain. He, 
however, pursued his route eight miles to the middle 
branch, where, not finding any fresh Indian tracks, 
he came down it and joined ns about three o'cle^, 
very much exhausted with fatigue and the violence 
of his fever. Believing himself bilioos, he took a 
dose of Rush's pills, which we have always found 
sovereign in such cases, and bathed the lower ex- 
tremities in warm water. 

" We are now very anxious to see the Snake In- 
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(Hans. After having advanced for several hundred 
ipUes into this wild and mountainous country, we 
may soon expect that the game will abandon us. 
With no information of the route, we may be unable 
to find a passage across the mountains when we 
reach the head of the river, at least such a one aa 
will lead us to the Columbia ; but, even were we so 
fortunate as to find a branch of that river, the timber 
iy;hich we have hitherto seen in these mountains 
dqes not promise us any fit to make canoes, so that 
our chief dependance is on meeting some tribe from, 
whom we may procure horses. Our consolation is,. 
tba,t this southwest branch can scarcely head with, 
any other river than the Columbia; and that, if a 
nation of Indians cait live in the mountains, we are 
able to endure asmi^ch as they, and hs^ve even better- 
n»eftp3 of procuring subsistence." 



CHAPTER Xm, 

The Name of the Missouri changed, as the River now divides 
' itself into three Porks, one of which we called Jefferson, one 
Madison, and one Gallatin.— Their general Character.—Tbe 
l^artyiaaoend the ieffisrson Branch.— Description of the River 
If hitosophy, which enters into the Jefferson.— Captain Lewis, 
with a small Party, goes in advance in search of the Shosho- 
nees.— Description of the Country bordering on the River.— 
Captain Lewis still preceding the main Party in quest of the 
' Shoshonees^- A singular Accident, which prevented Captaia 
Clarke from following Captain Lewises Advice, and ascend- 
ing, the middle Fork of the River.— Description of Philanthro- 
py River, another Stream running into tne Jefferson.— Cap- 
tain Lewis, with a small Party, having be6n unsuccessful m 
his first Attempt, sets off a second time in quest of the Sho- 
diouees. 

" Jui^Y 28. Captain Glarke continued very unwell 
duiing the night, but was somewhat relieved this 
ilionung. On examining the two streams, it became 
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difficult to decide which was the larger, or the real 
Missouri : they are each ninety yards wide, and so 
perfectly similar in character and appearance that 
they seem to have been formed in the same mould. 
We were therefore induced to discontinue the name 
of Missouri, and give to the southwest branch the 
name of Jefferson, in honour of the President of the 
United States, the projector of the enterprise ; and 
called the middle branch Madison, after James Mad- 
ison, secretary of state. These two, as well as 
Gallatin River, run with great velocity, and throw 
out large bodies of water. Gallatin River is, how- 
ever, the most rapid of the three, and, though not 
quite as deep, navigable for a considerable distance. 
Madison River, though much less rapid than the 
Gallatin, is somewhat more rapid than the Jefferson: 
the beds of all of them are formed of smooth pebble 
and gravel, and the waters are perfectly transpa- 
rent.'" * * ♦ 

" The greater part of the men, having yesterday 
put their deerskins in water, were this day engaged 
in dressing them, for the purpose of making<;]othing. 
The weather was very warm, the thermometer in 
the afternoon being at 90° above 0,and the mosche- 
toes more than usually troublesome : we were, how- 
ever, relieved from them by a high wind from the 
southwest, which came on at four o'clock, bringing 
a storm of thunder and lightning, attended by re- 
freshing showers, which continued till after dark. 
In the evening the hunters returned with eight deer 
and two elk ; and the party sent up the Gallatin re- 
ported that, after passing the point where it escaped 
from Captain Lewis's view yesterday, it turned more 
towards the east, as far as they could discern the 
opening of the mountains formed by the valley which 
bordered it." * * * 

" The low grounds, although not more than eight 
or nine feet above the water, seem never to be over- 
flowed, except a part on the west side of the middle 
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ibrk, which is stony, and seems occasionally inun- 
dated. They are furnished with great quantities of 
smaU fruit, such as currants and gooseberries: 
among the latter of which is a black species, which 
we observe not only in the meadows, but along the 
mountain rivulets. From the same root rise a 
number of stems to the height of five or six feet, 
some of them piarticularly branched, and all recli- 
ning. The berries are attached by a long peduncle 
to the stem from which they hang, are of a smooth 
ovate form, as large as the common garden goose- 
berry, and as black as jet, though the pulp is of a 
bright crimson colour: it is extremely acid. The 
form resembles that -of the common gooseberry, 
though larger." ♦ • * 

'' Sacajawea, our Indian woman, informs us that 
we are encamped on the precise spot where her 
countrymen, the Snake Indians, had their huts five 
years ago, when the Minnetarees of Knife River first 
came in sight of them, and from whom they hastily 
retreated three miles up the Jeflferson, and concealed 
themselves in the woods. The Minnetarees, how- 
ever, pursued and attacked them, kQled four men, as 
many women, and a number of boys; and made 
prisoners of four other boys and all the females, of 
whom Sacajawea was one. She does not, howev- 
er, show any distress at these recollections, nor any 
joy at the prospect of being restored to her country ; 
for she seems to possess the folly, or the philoso- 
phy, of not suffering her feejiings to extend beyond 
the anxiety of having plenty to eat and a few trink- 
ets to wear. 

"July 29. This morning the hunters brought in 
some fat deer of the long-tailed red kind, which are 
(^uite as large as those of the United States, ahd are, 
indeed, the only kind we have found at this place. 
There are numbers of the sand-hill cranes feeding 
in the meadows: we caught a younff one of the 
0ame colour as the red deer, which, though it had 
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neaity attained its full growth, could not fly; it is 
very fierce, and strikes a severe blow with its 
jj^ » • • * (( The whole party have been engaged 
in dressing skins, and making them into moccasins 
ajid leggins*^ Captain Clarke's fever has almost left 
him, but he still remains very languid, and has a gen* 
eral soreness in his limbs. The latitude of our 
camp, as the mean of two observations of the me* 
ndian altitude of the sun's lower limb with ootaoi 
by back observatiop, is 45° 34<' 8.6^^ 

" July 30. Captain Clarke was this morning much 
restored ; andtv therefore, having made all the obser- 
vations necessary to fix the longitude, wo reloaded 
our canoes, and began to ascend Jefferson River. 
The river now becomes very crooks, and forms 
bends on each side; the current, too, is rapid, and 
formed into a great number of channels, and some* 
times shoals, the beds of which consist of ooarsa 
gravel. The islands are unusually numerous : on 
the ri^ht are high plains, occasionally forming cliffs 
of rocKs and hills, while the left Is an exten&iveJow 
ground and prairie, intersected by a number of ba- 
yous or channels ifalUng into the river. Captain 
Lewis, who had walked through it,' with Chaboneau^ 
his wife, ^nd two invalids, joined us at dinner a few 
miles above our camp. Here, the Indian woman 
said, was the place where she had been made pds* 
oner. The men, being too few to contend with the 
M innetarees, mounted their horses, and fled as soon 
as the attack began. The women and children dis* 
persed, and Sacsgawea, as she was crossing at a 
shoal place, was overtaken in the middle of the 
river by her pursuers." • » • *♦ Captain Lewis pro- 
eeeded, after dinner, through an extensive low 
ground of timber and meadow land intermixed ; but 
the bayous were so obstmcted by beaver datns, that, 
m order to avoid them, he directed his course to- 
wards the hi^h plain on the right. This he gained 
with some diffieultyi after wadinf up to his waist 
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through the mud and water of a number of beaver 
dams. When he desired to rejoin the canoes, he 
found the underbrush so thick, and the river so 
crooked, that this, joined to the difficulty of passing 
the beaver dams, induced him to endeavour to in- 
tercept the river at some point where it might be 
more cbllected into one channel, and approach near- 
er to the high plain. He arrived at the bank about 
sunset, having gone only six miles in a direct course 
from the canoes ; but he saw no traces of the men, 
noi' did he receive any answer to his shouts, nor to 
the firing of his fun. It was now nearly dark; a 
diick lighted near him, and he shot it. He then went 
to the head of a small island, where h6 found some 
driftwood, which enabled him to cook his-<iuck for 
supper, and he laid down to sleep on some willow- 
brush. The ni^ht was cool, but the driftwood gave 
him a good fire, and he suffered no inconvenience 
except from the moschetoes. 

'* July 31. Captain Lewis waited till after seven 
o^clbck in the morning, when he became uneasy liest 
we should h^ve passed beyond his camp last even- 
ing, and determined to follow us. Just as he had 
set out with this intention, he saw one of the party . 
in advance of the canoes. Although our camp w^s 
only two utiles below him in a straight line, we 
could not reach him sooner, in consequence of the 
rapidity of the water and the circuitous route of the 
river. We halted for breakfast, after which Cap- 
tain Lewis continued his route. At the distance of 
one mile from our encampment we passed the prin- 
cipal entrance of a stream on the left, which rises in 
the Snowy Mountains, to the southwest, between 
Jefferson and Madison Rivers, and discharges itself 
by seven mouths, five below,^ and one three miles 
.above this, which is the largest, and about thirty 
yards wide : we called it Philosophy River.'* ♦ * • 

" As we . proceeded the low grounds became nar- 
.rower, and the timber more scarce, till, at the dis- 
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tance of ten miles, the high hills approach and over- 
hang the river on both sides, forming cliffs of hard 
black granite, like almost all those below the lime- 
stone cliffs at the Three Forks of the Missouri. 
These cliffs continued for a mile and three quarters, 
ivhen we came to a point of rock oh the right side, 
ivhete the hills again retire^ and the valley widens 
to the distance of a mile and a half. Within the 
ne^t five miles we passed four islands, and reached 
the foot of a mountain in a bend of the river to the 
left. From this place we went a mile and a quarter 
to the entrance of a small run, discharging itself on 
the left, and encamped on an island just above it, 
after making seventeen and three quarter miles. 
We observe some pine on the hills on both sides of 
our encampment, which are very lofly.' The only 
game we have seen were a bighorn, a few antelope 
and deer, and one brown bear, "Which escaped from 
our pursuit. Nothing was killed to-day, nor have 
we had any fresh meat, except one beaver, for the 
last two days; so that we are noW reduced to an 
unusual situation, for we have hitherto always had 
a great abundance of flesh. 

*^ August t. We left our encampment early, and 
at the distance of a mile reached a point of rocks 
on the left side, where the river passes through per- 
pendicular cliffs. Two and three quarter miles^ far- 
ther we halted for breakfast, under a cedar-tree in a 
bend to the right. Here, as had been previously ar- 
ranged. Captain Lewis left us, with Sergeant Gass, 
Chaboneau, and Dre wyer, intending to go in advance 
in search of the Shoshonees." • • * " In crossing 
the mountains he saw a flock of the dark or. brown 
pheasant, one of which he killed. This bird is one 
third larger than the common pheasant of the At- 
lantic States; its form is much the same. The 
male has not, however, the tufts of lon^ black feath- 
ers on the sides of the neck, so conspicuous in the 
Atlantic pheasant, and both sexes are booted neariy 
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to tkt toen. The colour is a uxdfbrm daiic brown, 
with a small mixture of yellow or yellowish brown 
specks OR some of the feathers, particularly those 
of the tail, though the extremities of these are pier- 
fectly black for about an inch. The eye is nearly 
black, and the iris has a small dash of yellowish 
brown ; the feathers of the tail are somewhat longer 
than those of omr pheasant, bat the same in number, 
eighteen, and nearly Oqual in size, except that those 
in the middle are somewhat the longest. Their 
flesh is white, and agreeably flavoured. 

'* He also saw among the scattered pines near the 
top of fbe mountain a blue bird, about the size of a 
lobin, but in action and form something like a jay : 
it is constantly in motion, hopping from spray' to 
spray, and its iH>t6, which is loud and frequent, is, 
as far as letters can vepreseat it, char ah I char ah ! 
ebar ah ! 

"After breakfast we proceeded on. At the dis- 
tance of two and a quarter miles the riyer enters a 
ktgfa mountain, which forms rugged cliffs of nearly 
perpendicular rocks. These are of Mack granite at 
the lower part, and the upper consists of a light- 
coloured freestone.; they continue from the point of 
locks close to the rirer for nine miles, which we 
passed before breakfast, though the"^ current <was 
Tory strong. At nine and a quarter miles we pass- 
ed an island, and a rapid with a fall of six feet, and 
reached the entrance of a large creek on the left 
side. In passing this place, the towline of one bf 
the canoes broke just at the shoot of the rapid, 
swung on the rocks, and neaily upset. To the 
treA as well as the rapid we gave the name of 
Frazier, alter Robert Frazier, one of the party. 
Here the country opens into a beautiful valley, from 
six to eight miles in width. The river then becomes 
crooked and crowded with islands ; its low grounds 
wide and fertile, but, though covered with fine grass 
fern nine inches to two feet high, possessing but a 
A A3 
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small proportion of timber, and that consisting al* 
most entirely of a few narrow-leaved cotton wood^ 
trees, distributed along the verge of the river. The 
soil of the plain is tolerably fertile, and consists of 
a black or dark yellow loam. It gradually ascends 
on each side to the bases of two ranges of high 
mountains which lie parallel to the river : the tops 
of them are yet, in part, covered with, snow ; and 
while in the valley we are Dearly suffocated with 
heat during the day, at night the air is so cold that 
two blankets are not more than sufficient coher- 
ing." • * * 

'' August 2. Captain Lewis, who slept in the val* 
ley a few miles above us, resumed his journey early, 
and, after making five miles, and finding that the 
river still bor« to the south, determined to cross it, 
in hopes of shortening the route. For the first 
time, therefore, he waded across it, although there 
are probably manyr places above the falls where it 
might be attempted with equal safety. The river 
was about ninety yards wide, the current rapid, and 
about waist deep. He then continued along the left 
bank, and encamped * after travelling twenty-four 
miles. He met no fresh tracks of Indians." • * * • 

'^ In the mean time we proceeded on slowly, the 
current being so strong as to require the utmost ex- 
ertiops of the men to jnake any advance, even widi^ 
the aid of the cord and pole, the wind being from the 
northwest. The channel, current, banks, and gen- 
eral appearance of the river are Uke that of yester- 
day." * • * 

'* August 3. Captain Lewis pursued his course 
along the river through the valley, which continued 
much as it was yesterday, except that it now widen- 
ed to nearly twelve miles : the plains,. too, were more 
broken, and had some scattered pines near the 
mountains, where they rise higher than hitherto." 
• • « K The mountains continued high on ^ach side 
of the valley, but their only covering was a smaE 



,d by Google 



KII4.ING A PANTHER. 2$3 

species of pitch-pine with a short leaf, growing on 
the lower and middle regions, while for some dis' 
tance below the snowy tops there was neither tim- 
ber nor herbag[e of any Kind." * • • " He made 
twenty-three miles, the latter part of which, for eight 
miles, was through a high plain,^ covered with prick- 
ly pears and bearded grass, which rendered the walk- 
ing very inconvenient ; but even this was better than 
the river bottom^ we crossed iathe evening, which, 
though apparently level, were formed into deep holes, 
as if they had been rooted up by hogs ; ^nd the holes 
were so covered with thicK grass that we were in 
danger of falling at every step.'* » * • 

" On setting out with the canoes, we found the 
river, as usual, much crowded with islands, the cur- 
rent more rapid as well as shallower, so that in 
many places we were obliged to man the canoes 
double, and drag them over the stone and gravel of 
the channel. Soon after we set off. Captain Clarke, 
who was walking on shore, ob9erved a fresh track, 
which he knew to be that of an Indian from the 
great toes being turned inward ; and, on following 
it, found that it led to the point of a hill from which 
our camp of last night cpuld be seen. This circum- 
stance strengthened the belief that some Indian had 
strayed thither, and run off, alarmed at the sight of 
us. At two and a quarter miles is a small creek in 
a bend towards the right, which runs down from the 
mountains at a little distance ; we called it Panther 
Creek, from an animal of that kind killed by Reuben 
Fields at its mouth. It is precisely the same ani- 
mal common to the western parts of the United 
States, arid measured seven and a half feet from the 
nose to the extremity of the tail." • * • "We ac- 
complished only thirteen miles, and the badness of 
the river made it very laborious, as the men were 
compelled to be in the water during the greater part 
of the day. 

'* August 4. This morning Captain Lewis started 
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cariy, and, after going southeast by cast for foqr 
' miles, reached a bold running creek twelve yards 
wide, with clear cold Water, furnished apparent^ 
by four drains from the Snowy Mountains on th« 
left." 

At the distance of three miles he came to a river 
about thirty yards wide, apparently navigable for 
some distance ; and, continuing his route in a south- 
westerly direction several milea farther, he reached 
another forty-five yards in breadth, which he-found 
waist deep m fording it. Following its course for 
about six miles, he^found it joined by a considerable 
stream with a rapid current, coming from the south- 
west. From a careful observation of the direction 
and character of thes6 streams, he became satisfied 
that the middle one was the best to be taken by the 
canoes, and left a note for Captain Clarke to that 
effect. The party i^ the canoesf proceeded onward 
as usual, finding but little chaifge in the country. 
Killing game ais they had opportunity for their sub- 
sistence, and encountering many difficulties from 
the ripples and shoals of the river. The men were 
becoming much enfeebled from the severity of their 
labours and being constantly in the water. 

" August 5. This morning," proceeds the Journal, 
" Chaboneau complained that he should be unable 
to march far to-day, and Captain Lewis therefore 
ordered him and Sergeant Gass to pass the rapid 
river, and proceed through the level low ground to a 

Soint of high timber on the middle fork, seven miles 
istant, and wait his return. He then went along 
the north side of the rapid river about four miles, 
where he forded it, and found it so swift and shal- 
low that it would be impossible to navigate it. He 
continued along the left side for a mile and a half, 
when the mountains came close to the river, and 
rose to a considerable height, with a partial cover- 
ing of snow. From this place the qotirse of the 
river was to the cast of north. After ascending 
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with some difficulty a high point pf the mount&m, 
he had a pleasing view of the valley he had passed, 
aiid which continued tor about twenty miles farther 
on each side of the middle fork, which then seemed 
to enter the mountains, and was lost to the view. 
In that direction, however, the hills, which termina- 
ted the vidley, were much lower than those along 
either of the other forlis, particularly the rapid one, 
-where they continued rising in ranges above each 
other as far as the eye could reach : the general 
c6urse, too, of the middle fork, as well as that of 
the gap which it formed on entering the mountains, 
was considerably to the south of west : circumstan- 
ces which gave a decided preference to this branch 
as the future route. Captain Lewis now descend- 
ed the mountain, and crossed over to the middle 
fork, about five miles distant, and found it still per- 
fectly navigable. There was a very large and plain 
Indian road leading up to it, but it had then no 
tracks except those of horses, which seemed to 
have used it the last spring. The river here made 
a great bend to the southeast, and h& therefore di- 
rected his course as well as he could to the spot 
where he had directed Chaboneau and Gass to re- 
pair, and struck the river about three miles above 
their. camp. It was now dark, and he was obliged 
to make his way through the thick brush of the 
pulpy-leaved thorn and the prickly pear for two 
hours before he reached their camp. Here he was 
fortunate enough to find the remains of some meat, 
which was his only food during his march of twen- 
ty-five miles. He had seen no game of any sort 
except a few antelope, which were very shy." • * * 
" We arrived at the forks about four o'clock, but, 
imluckily. Captain Lewis's note had been att^hed to 
a green pole, which the beaver had cut down, and 
carried off with the note on it: an accident which 
deprived us of all information as to the character 
of the two branches of the river. Observing, there* 
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;fiMey that the northwest fork was most in our direc- 
tion, we ascended it. We found it extremely rapid, 
Kod its waters were scattered in such a manner that 
for a quarter of a mile we were forced to cut a pas- 
sage through the willow-brush that leaned over the 
little channels and united at the top. After going 
up it for a mile, we encamped on an island which 
had been overflowed, and was still so wet that we 

> were compelled to make beds of bni^h to keep oor- 
seWes out of the ^mud. Our provision consisted of 
two deer which had been killed in the morning. 

" August 6. We again proceeded up the northwest 
fork, wbich we foimd still very rapid, and divided 
by aeverai islands, while the plains near it were in- 
tersected by baydms. Alter passing with much diffi- 
cidty over stones and rapids, we reached a bluff on 
the right, at the distance of nine miles, oar general 
course having been south 30^ west, and halted for 
hreakfast. Here we were joined by Drewyer, who 
informed us of the state of the two streams, and of 
Captain Lewis's note, when we iraimediately began 
to descend the river, in order to take the other 
branch. In going down one of the eanoes upset, 
and two others filled with water, by which all the 
baggage was wet, and several articles irreeoverabfy 

.lost. As ofie of them swung round in a rapid cur- 
rent, Whitehouse was thrown out of her, and while 
down the canoe passed over him, and, had the water 
been two inches shallower, would have crushed him 
to pieces ; but he escaped with a severe bruise of 
the leg. In order to repair these misfortmies, we 
hastened to the forks, where we were joined bv 
Captain Lewis, and then passed over to the left 
Bide, opposite to the entrance of the rapid fork, and 
encamped on a laree gravelly bar, near which there 
was plenty of wood. Here we opened, and exposed 
to dry, all the articles which had suffered from ^ 
water. None of them were completely spoiled ex- 
cept a small keg of powder : the rest of the pow- 
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dtfr wfis qoito safe, tbcrngh it had been under water 
Ufiward of an hour. The air is indeed so pure and 
dry, that any woodwork immediately shrinks un- 
less it is kept filled with water; but we had placed 
our powdejin small canisters of lead, each contain- 
ing enough for the canister when melted into bullets, 
and secured with cork and was;, which answered 
the purpose perfectly^ 

" Captain Lewis had risen very early, and, having 
nothing to eat, sent out Drewyer to the woodland 
on the left in search of a deer^ and directed Sergeant 
Gass to keep along the middle branch, to meet us 
if we were ascending it. He then set out with 
Chaboneau towardjs the forks ;^ but, five miles above 
them, hearing us on the left, struck the river as w^ 
were descending, and came on board at the forks. 

** In the evening we kill^^ three deer and four elk, 
which furnished us onpe more with a plentiful sup- 
ply of meat* Shannon, the same man who had been 
loet before for fifteen days, was sent this morning 
to hunt on the northwest for](. ^hen we decided 
on returning, Drewyer was directed to go in quest 
of him, but he returned with information that he had 
proceeded several miles up the river without being 
aUe to find him. We now had the trumpet soundec^ 
and fired several guns, but he did not return, and we 
fear he is again lost. 

*' August 7. We remained at our encampment this 
morning for the purpose of making some celestial 
dlwervations, and also in order to refresh the men^ 
and complete the drying of the baggage. We ob- 
taaned a meridian altitude, which gave the latitude 
of our camp 46o 2' 438". We were now completely 
satisfied that the middle branch was the most navi* 
gnible, aod> the true continuation of the Jefierson. 
The northwest fork seems to be the drain of the 
melting snows of the mountaitis : we called it Wis^ 
dom River.'' * • * 

'^ As soon as the baggiage was dried it was reload- 
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ed on board the boats, but we^now found it so nnidi 
diminished that we were able to proceed with one 
canoe less. We therefore hauled up the superflu- 
ous one into a thicket of brush, where we secured 
her against being swept away by the high tide. At 
one o'clock all set out except Captain Lewis, who 
remained till the evening in order to complete the 
observation of equal aUiludes." • • • '* Uneasy 
about Shannon, we had sent R. Fields in search of 
him in the morning." * * • 

They found the river so crooked on the foflowing 
day, that, although they proceeded a consideratrfe 
distance, they made but little advance on their gen- 
eral course. They passed a stream coming in from 
the southeast, thirty yards wide at its mouth, to 
which they gave the name of Philanthropy River. 
Fields returned without having seen or heard any- 
thing of the missing man. ** The general appear- 
ance of the surrounding country," continues the nar- 
rative, " is that of a valley five or six miles wide, en- 
closed between two high mountains. The bottom 
is rich, with some small timber on the islands and 
along the river, which consists rather of underbrush, 
with a few cottonwood, birch, and willow trees. 
The high grounds have some scattering pine, which 
just relieve the general nakedness of the hills, but in 
the plain there is nothing except grass. Along the 
bottoms we saw to-day a considerable quantity of 
the buffalo clover, the sunflower, flax, greensward, 
thistle, and several species of rye grass, some of 
which rise to the height of three or four feet. There 
is also a grass with a soft, smooth leaf, which rises 
about three feet high, and bears its seed very much 
like the timothy ; but it does not grow luxuriantly, 
nor would it apparently answer so well in our mead- 
ows as that plant. We preserved some of its seed, 
which are now ripe, in order to make the experi- 
ment. Our game consisted of deer and antelope, 
and we saw a number of geese and ducks just begin- 
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ning to fly, and some cranes. We have an abund- 
ance of the large biting or hare fly, of which there 
are two species, one black, the other smaller and 
browii except the head, which is green. The green, 
or blowing flies, unite with, them in swarms to at- 
tack us, and seem to have relieved the eye-gnats^ 
which have now disappeared. The mosehetoes^ 
too, are in large numbers, but not so troublesome as 
they were below. Through the valley are scattered 
bogs, and some very gooa turf; the earth of which 
the mud is composed is of a white or bluish- white 
colour, and seems to be argillaceous. On all the 
three rivers, but particularly on the Philanthropy, 
are immense quantities of beaver, otter, and musk- 
rat." • • ♦ 

" On our right is the point of a high plain, which 
our Indian woman recognises as the place called 
the Beaver's Head, from a supposed resemblance to 
that object. This, she says, is not far from the sum- 
mer retreat of her countrymen, which is on a river 
beyond the mountains, and running to the west. 
ShSe is therefore certain that we shall meet them ei- 
ther on this river or on that immediately west of its 
source, which, judging from its present size, cannot 
be far distant. Persuaded of the s^bsoluie necessity 
of procuring horses to cross the mountains, it was 
determined that one of us should proceed in the morn- 
ing to the head of the river, and penetrate the mount- 
ains till he foimd the Shoshonees or some other na- 
tion who can assist us in transporting our baggage, 
the greater part of which we shall be compelled to 
leave without the aid of horses." • * * 

Early the next day they were joined by Shannon. 
He was greatly fatigued, but had lived plentifully, 
and brought in the skins of three deer. "Immedi- 
ately after breakfast," says the Journal, '* Captain 
Lewis took Drewyer, Shields, and M*Neal, and, 
slinging their knapsacks, they set out with a reso- 
lution to meet some nation of Indians^ before they 
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returned, however long they might be eeparated 
from the party.^ # • • 

The party m the canoes continued to ascend the 
i^ver, which was so crooked that they advanced but 
font miles in a direct line from their starting-place in 
a>distance of eleven miles. 

-^August 10. Captain Lewis proceeded on his 
tTOute at an early hour through the wide bottom along 
the left bank of the river. At about five miles he 
rpassed a large creek, and then fell into an Indian 
road leading towards the point where the river en« 
tered the noountains. This he followed till he reach- 
ed a high perpendicular cliff of rocks, where the 
river makes its passage through the hills, and which 
he called Rattlesnake Cliff^from the numbers of that 
> reptile y^ch he saw there. Here he kindled a fire 
and wailed the return of Drewyer, who had been 
sent out en the way to kill a deer : he came back 
about noen with the skins of three deer, and the 
fiesh of one (Of the best of them. After a hasty dio- 
ner they;ret«med to the Indian road, which they bad 
left for aehort distance to see the cliff. It led them 
sometimes over the hills, sometimes along the nar- 
row bottoms of the river, till, at the distance of fif- 
teen miles from Rattlesnake Cliff, they reached a 
liandsome, open, and level valley, where the river 
divided into nearly two equal branches. The mount- 
ain^ over which they passed were not veryhigh, but 
irugged, anjl run close to the river side. The river, 
which before it enters the mountain is rapid, rocky, 
very crooked, much divided by islands,' and shsdlow, 
now becomes more direct in its course as it is hem- 
med in by the hilh, and has not so many bends nor 
islands, but is still more rapid and rocky, and contin- 
ues as shallow as before. On examining both 
branches, it was evident that neither of them was 
navigable farther. The road forked with the river ; 
and Captain Lewis therefore sent a man up each of 
them for a sf^ort distance, in order that, by compa- 
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ttog their respective reports, he might be able to 
take that which seemed to have been most used the 
last spring. From their accounts he resolved to 
choose that which led along the southwest branch of 
the river, which was rather the smaller of the two ; 
he accordingly wrote a note to Captain Clarke, in- 
forming him of his route, and recommendihg his 
staying with the party at the forks till he should re- 
turn. This he nxed on a dry willow pole at the 
forks of the river, and then proceeded up the south- 
west branch. But, after going a mile and a half, the 
road became scarcely distinguisha^ble, and the tracks 
of the horses which he had followed along the Jef> 
feraron were no longer seen. He therefore return- 
ed to examine the other road himself, and found 
that the horses had, in fact, passed along the west- 
em or right fork, which had the additional recom- 
tnendation of being larger than the other. 

'* This road he concluded to take, and sent back 
Drewyer to the forks with a second letter to Cap- 
tain Clarke, apprizing him of the change, and then 
proceeded on. The valley of the west fork, through 
which he now passed, bears a little to the north of 
west, and is confined within the space of about a 
mile in width by rough mountains and steep cliffs 
of tock. At the distance of four and a half miles it 
oi>ens into a beautiful and extensive plain, about ten 
Iniles long, and five or six in width, surrounded on 
all sides by a higher rolling or waving country, in- 
tersected by several little rivulets from the mount- 
ains, each bordered by wide meadows. Nearly the 
entire prospect is bounded by these mountains, which 
thus form a beautiful sheltered vale about sixteen 
or eighteen miles in diameter. On, entering this vale 
the river bends to the northwest, and bathes the fpot 
of the hills on the right. At this place they halted 
for the night, on the right side of the river, and, hav- 
ing lighted a fire of dry willow brush, the only (\te\ 
which the country affords, supped on a deer. They 
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had travelled to-day thirty miles by estimate : that 
is, ten to Rattlesnake Cliff, fifteen to the forks of Jef- 
ferson River, and five to their encampment. In this 
vale some parts of the tow grounds are tolerably Ter- 
tile, but much the greater proportion is covered 
with prickly pear, sedge, twisted grass, the pulpy- 
leaved thorn, southern- wood, and, wild sage, and, 
like the uplands, has a very inferior soil. These 
last have little more than the prickly pear, and the 
twisted or bearded grass ; nor are there in the whole 
vale more than three or four cottonwood-trees, and 
those are small. At the apparent extremity of the 
bottom lands above, and about ten miles to the west, 
are two perpendicular cliffs, rising to a considerable 
height on each side of the river, and at this distance 
seem Uke a gate." 

The party by water started at sunrise, and fomid 
the river not so rapid as the day before, though more 
narrow, and still very crooked, and so shallow that 
they were obliged to drag the canoes over many rip- 
ples in the course of the day. The game appeared 
to be growing scarcer, and they killed only a single 
deer. 
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XJHAPTER XIV, 

C^Hilain Lewis preeedes the mam Body in Search of the Shoeho- 
nees.— Hk m Success at the first Intemew.— The Paity 
with Captain Lewis at lenp^th discover the Source of the Mis- 
souri.— Captain Clarke, with the main Body, still employed 
in ascendinff the Missouri or Jefferson RKer.-^Captain lAw- 
is% second Intenriew with the Sboshonees successful.— The 
interesting Ceremonies of his first Introduction to the Natives 
detailed at krge.— Their Hospitality.— Their Mode of hunt- 
ing the Antelope.— T^e Difficulties encountered hy Captain 
Clarke in ascending the River,— Suspicions entertained of 
V^aptain Lewis by me Shoshonees, and bis Mode of allayii^ 
them.— The ravenous Appetite of the Savages illustrated by 
II singular Adventure.— The Indians still Jealous, and the 
oreat Pains taken by Captain Lewis to preserve their Confi- 
dence—Captain Clarke arrives with the main Body, exhaust- 
ed by the Difficulties they had undergone. ^ 

**Acrou«T 11. Caplain Lewis again proceeded oa 
etrlr, but had the mortification to find that the track 
he had followed yesterday soon disappeared. He 
determined, therefore, to go on to the narrow gate, 
or pass of the >river, which he had seen from the 
«amp, in hopes of being ab{e to recover the Indian 
path. For ims purpose he waded acroes the river, 
which was now about twelve yards wide, and barred 
in several places by the dams of the beaver, and 
then went straight forward to the pass, sending one 
man along the river to his left, and another to the 
right, with orders to search for the road, and, if 
tMy found it, to let him know by raising a hat on 
Ihe muzzle of their guns. In this order tkey went 
4dong for about five miles, when Captain Lewis per- 
ceived, with the ipreatest delight, a man on horse- 
back, at the distance of' two miles, coming down the 
plain towards them. On observing him with the 
Crlass, Captain Lewis saw that he was of a different. 
Bad 
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nation from any Indians we had hitherto met : he 
was armed with a bow and a quiver of arrows; 
mounted on an elegant horse without a saddle, and 
a small string attached to the under jaw answered 
as a bridle. Con? inced that he was a Shoshonee, 
and knowing how much of our success depended on 
the friendly offices of that natron, Captain Lewis 
was full of anxiety to approach without alarming 
him, and to convince him that he was a white man: 
he therefore proceeded on towar(]s the Indian at his 
usual pace. When they were within a mile of each 
other the Indian suddenly stopped ; Captain Lewis 
immediately followed his example, took his blanket 
from his knapsack, and, holding it with both hands 
at the two corners, thi'ew it above his head, and un- 
folded it as he brought it to the ground, as if in the 
act of spreading it. This signal, which originates 
in the practice of spreading a robe or skin as a seat 
for guests to whom they wish to show a distinguish- 
ed kindness, is the universal sign of friendship among 
the Indians on the Missouri and the Rocky Mount- 
ains. As usual. Captain Lewis repeated this signal 
three times : still the Indian kept his position, and 
looked with an air of suspicion on Drewyer and 
Shields, who were now advancing on each side. 
Captain Lewis was afraid to make any signal for 
them to hak, lest he should increase the distrust of 
the Indian, who began to be uneasy, and they were 
too distant to hear his voice. He therefore took 
from his pack some beads, a looking-glass, and a 
few trinkets, which he had brought for the purpose, 
and, leaving his gun, advanced unarmed towards tl»e 
•Indian. He remained in the same position till Cap- 
tain Lewis came within two hundred yards of him, 
when he turned his horse and began to move cC 
slowly. Captain Lewis then called out to him in 
as loud a voice as he could, repeating the wonls 
tabba hone^ which in the Shoshonee language mear 
white man. But, looking over his shoulder, the ' * 
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dian kept his eyes on Drewyer and Shields, who 
were still advancing, without recollecting the im- 
propriety of doing so at^uch a moment, till Captain 
Lewis made a signal to them to halt : this Drewyer 
obeyed, but Shields did not observe it, and still went 
forward. Seeing Drewyer halt, the Indian turned 
his horse about as if to wait for Captain Lewis, who 
BOW reached within one hundred and fifty paces, 
repeating the words tabba bone, and holding up the 
trinkets in his hand, at the same time stripping up 
the sleeve of his shirt to show the colour of his skin. 
The Indian suffered him to advance within^one hun- 
dred paces, then suddenly turned his horse, and, 
giving him the whip, leaped across the creek, and 
disappeared in an instant among the willow bushes : 
with him vanished all the hopes which the sight of 
him had inspired, of a friendly introduction to his 
countrymen. 

"Though sadly disappointed by the imprudetice 
of his two men,' Captain Lewis determined to make 
the incident of some use, and, calling the men to 
him, they all set off after the track of the horse, 
which they hoped might ieaa them to the camp of 
the Indian who had fled, or, if he had given the 
alarm to any small party, their track might conduct 
them to the body of the nation. They now fixed a 
small flag of the United States on a pole, which was 
carried by one of the men as a signal of their friend- 
ly intentions, should the Indians observe them as 
they were advancing. The track lay across an isl- 
and formed by a nearly equal division of the creek 
in the low grounds ; and, after reaching the open 
land on the opposite side, it turned towards some 
high hills about three miles distant. Presuming 
that the Indian camp might be among these hills, 
and that by advancing hastily he might be seen and 
alarm them, Captain Lewis sought ai^ elevated situ- 
ation near the creek, had a fire made of willow 
brush, and took breakfast At the same time he 
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^refpar€^ a small assortment of beads, trinkets, awls, 
some paint, and a looking-^glass, and placed them oa 
af»ole near the fire, in order that, if the Indians re- 
'turned, they might discover thiat the party were 
white men and friends. While making these prep- 
iii^tions, a very heavy shower of rain and hail came 
on, and wet them to the skin. In about twenty- 
minutes it was over, and Captain Lewis renewM 
the pursuit; but, as the rain had made the grass 
which the horse had trodden down rise again, his 
track could with difficulty be dratinguished. As they 
went along they passed . several places where the 
Indians seemed to have been digging roots the same 
day, and saw the fresh track of eight or ten horses ; 
but they had been wandering about in so confused 
a manner that he could not discern anv particular 
path, and at last, after pursuing the track of the ta- 
gitive Indian about four miles along the valley to 
the left, under the foot of the bills, be lost it alto- 
gether." 

The party in the canoeis advanced as usual, en- 
countering the same difficulties as before, and ma* 
king but litttle actual progress, from the numerous 
bends in the river. They passed a large island, 
which they called Tfaree-thousand-mile Island, from 
its being at this distance from the mouth of the 
Missouri. 

'' August 12. This morning, as-soon as it was light. 
Captain liCwis sent Drewyer to discover, if possi- 
ble, the route of the Indians. In about an hour and 
a half 4ie returned, after following the tracks of the 
horse they had lost yesterday t,o the mountains, 
among which they ascended, and were no longer 
visible. Captain Lewis now decided on making the 
circuit along the foot of the mountains which form- 
ed the valley, expecting by that means to find a road 
across them, and accordingly sent Drewyer on one 
•ide, and Shields on the other. In this way they 
crossed four small rivulets near each other, on which 
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' were some bowers or conical lodges of willow brasfa, 
which seemed to have been constructed recently. 
From the manner in which the grouqd in the neigh- 
bourhood was torn up, the Indians appeared to have 
been gathering roots ; but Captain Lewis 6ould not 
diteover what particular plant they were searching 
for; nor could he find any fresh track, till, at the dis- 
tance of four miles from his camp, he met a large, 
plain Indian road, which came into the valley from the 
northeast, and wound along the foot of the mount- 
ains to the southwest, approaching obliquely the 
main stream he had left yesterday. Down this road 
he now went towards the southwest. At the dis- 
tance of five miles it crossed a large run or creek, 
which is a principal branch of the main stream into 
which it falls, just above the high cliffs or gates ob- 
served yesterday, and which they now saw below 
them. Here they halted, and breakfasted on the 
last of the deer, keeping a small piece of pork in re- 
serve against accident : they then proceeded through 
the low bottom along the main stream, near the foot 
of the mountains on their right. For the first Ave 
miles the valley continued towards the southwest,^ 
aiui was from two to three miles in width : then the 
main stream, which had received two small branch- 
es from the left, turned abruptly to the west through 
a narrow bottom between the noiountains. The 
road was still plain ; and as h led them directly to- 
ilirards the mountain, the stream gradually became 
smaller, till, after their advancing two miles farther, 
it had so greatly diminished in width, that one of the 
men, in a fit of enthusiasm, with one foot on each 
side of the rivulet, thanked God that he had lived to 
bestride the Missouri. As ihey proceeded on, theur 
hopes of soon seeing the waters of the Columbia 
rose jalmost to painful anxiety, when, at the distance 
of four miles from the last abrupt turn of the stream, 
they reached a small gap, fortped by the higfh mount- 
ains which recede on either side, leaving room for 
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the Indian road. From the foot ef one of the low-' 
est of these mountains, which rises with a gentle as- 
cent of about half a mile, issues th^ remotest water 
of the Missouri. 

'* They had now reached the hidden sources of 
that river, whfeh had neyer before been seen by eir- 
ilized man ; and as they quenched their thirst at i|ie 
chaste dnd ioy fonntainr— as they sat down by the 
brink of that little rivulet, which yielded its distam 
and modest tribute to the parent ''oceaUf they felt 
themselves rewarded for . aU their labours and aM 
their difficulties. They left reluctantly this interest- 
ing spot, and, pursuing the Indian road through the 
interval of the hills, arrived at the top of a rid§^ 
(from which they saw l^igh mountains, partially eoT- 
ered with snow, still to the west of them. 

'* The ridge on which they stood formed the divi- 
ding line between the watet^ of the ^ Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans. They followed a descent waxuk 
steeper than that on the eastern side, and at the d»- 
lance of three quarters of a mile reached a hand- 
some, bold creek of cold, clear water running to the 
westward. They stopped to taste, lor the first time, 
the waters of the Columbia ; and, after a few min- 
utes, followed the road across steep hills and low 
hollows, when they came to a spring on the side of 
a mountain. Here they found a sufficient quantity 
of dry willoW'brush for fuel, and therefore halted for 
the night ; and« having killed nothing in the course 
of the day, supped on their last piece of pork, and 
trusted to fortune for some other food to mix with a 
ilittle flour and parched meal, which was all that now 
^remained of their provisions. Before reaching the 
fountain of the Missouri, they saw several la^ge 
hawks, nearly black, and some heathcocks : these 
last have a long, pointed tail, and are of a uniform 
dark broWp colour, much larger than the cominon 
fowl, and similar in habits and their mode of fly. 
ing to the grouse or prairie-hen. Drewyer also 
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wounded, at the distance of one hundred and thirty 
yai:ds, an animal which we had not yet seen, but 
which, after falling, recovered itself and escaped. It 
seemed to be of the fox kind, rather larger than the 
small wolf of the plains, and with a skin in which 
black and reddish brown were curiously intermixed. 
On a creek of the Columbia they found a species 
of currant, which does not grow as high as that of 
the Missouri, though it is more branching, and its 
leaf, the under disk of which is covered with a hairy 
pubescence, is twice, as large. The fruit is of the 
ordinary size and shape of the currant, and support- 
ed in the usual manner, but is of a deep purple col- 
our, acid, and of a very inferior flavour." • • • 

Captain Clarke proceeded on with the boats, ad- 
vancing twelye miles in the course of the day, 
though, owing to the numerous curvatures in the riv- 
er, only four miles in a direct line. The men were 
feeble and sore from being continually in the water, 
and so worn down by fatigue that they were impa- 
tient to travel by land. 

Eariy next morning Captain Lewis started a^ain 
on the Indian road, which ran in a western direction, 
through an open, broken country, and conducted him 
to a fine valley about ^ mile in width. Among 
other plants, they met with " a species of honey- 
suckle, resembling, in its general appearance and the 
shape of its lealT, the small honeysuckle of the Mis- 
souri, except that it is rather larger, and bears a 
globular berry 2d)0ut the size of a garden pea, of a 
white colour, and formed of a soft, white, mucila- 
ginous substance, in which are several small brown 
seeds, irregularly scattered without any cell, and en- 
veloped in a smooth, thin pellicle. 

*' They proceeded along a waving plain parallel to 
the valley for about four miles, when they discov- 
ered two women, a man, and some dogs, on an em- 
inence at the distance of a mile before them. The 
strangers viewed them apparently with much atten- 
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lion for a few minutes, and then two of them sat 
down, as if to await Captain Lewis's arrival. He 
went ou till he reached within about half a mile Of 
them : then, ordering his party to stop, put down his 
knapsack and rifle, and, unfurling the flag, advanced 
alone. The females soon retreated behind the hiU, 
but the man remained till Captain Lewis came within 
a hundred yards of him, when he too went oflT, 
though Captain Lewis called out tabba bone loud 
enough to be distinctly heard. He hastened to the 
top of the hill, but they had all disappeared. The 
dogs, however, were less shy, and came close to 
him : he therefore thought of tying a handkerchief 
with some beads round their necks, a;id then letting 
them loose, to convince the fugitives of his friendly 
disposition ; but they would not suffer him to take 
hold of* them, and soon left him. 

" He now made a signal to his men, who joined 
him, and then all followed the track of the Indians, 
which led along a continuation of the same road 
they had been already travelling. ' It was dusty, and' 
seemed to have been much used lately both by foot- 
passengers and horsemen. They had not gone 
alotig it more than a, mile, when on a sudden ihey 
saw three female Indians, from whom they had been 
concealed by the deep ravines which intersected the 
road, till they were now within thirty paces of each 
other. One of them, a young woman, immediately 
took to flight : the other two, an elderly woman and 
a little girl, seeing we were too near for them to es- 
cape, sat on the ground, and, holding 'down their 
heads, seemed as if reconciled to the death which 
they supposed awaited them. The same habit of 
holding down the h^ad, and inviting the enemy to 
strike, when all chance of escape is gone, is pre- 
served in Egypt to this day. Captain Lewis in- 
stantly put down his rifle, and, advancing towards 
them, took the woman by the hand, raised her up, 
and repeated the^ words tabbti bone, at the same time 
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Stripping up his shirt sleeve to prove that he was a 
white man; for his hands and face. had become, by 
constant exposure, quite as dark as their own. She 
appeared immediately relieved from her alarm, and 
Drewyer and Shields now coming up, Captain Lew- 
is gave her and her child some beads, a few awls, 
pewter mirrors, and a little paint, and told Drewyer 
to request her to recall her companion,' who had es- 
caped to some distance, and, by alarming the Indians, 
might cause th^m to attack him without any time 
for explanation. She did as she was desired, and 
the young woman returned almost out of breath. 
Captain Lewis gave her an equal portion of trinkets, 
^nd painted the tawny 'cheeks of all three of them 
with vermilion : a ceremony which among the Sho- 
shonees is emblematic of peace. After they had 
become composed, he informed them by signs of his 
wish to go to their camp, in order to see their chiefs 
and warriors; they readily assented, and conducted 
the party along the same road down the river. In 
this way they marched two miles, when they met 
a troop of nearly sixty warriors, mounted on excel- 
lent horses, riding at full speed towards them. As 
they came forward^ Captain Lewis put down his gun, 
and went with the flag about fifty paces in advancie. 
The chief, who with two men was riding in front of 
the niain body, spoke to the women, who now explain- 
ed that the party was composed of white men; and 
showed exultingly the presents they had received. 
The three men iuimediately leaped from their horses, 
came up to Captain Lewis, and embraced him with 
great cordiality, putting their left arm over his right 
shoulder, and clasping his back, applying at the 
same time their left cheek to his, and frequently 
vociferating ah hi e ! ah hi e ! "1 31m much pleased, 
I am much rejoiced." The whole body of warriors 
now came forward, and our men received the ca- 
resses, and no small share of the grease and paint, 
of their new friends. After thiis fraternal embrace, 
Vol. L—C c 
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of wbich the motive was much more agreeable thait 
^he manner, Captain Lewis lighted a pipe, and off^- 
ed it to the Indians, who had now seated themselvet 
in a circle around the p^rty. But, before they w<Kdd 
receive this mark of friendship, they pulled off their 
moccasins: a custom, as we afterward learned, 
which indicates the sacred sincerity of their profes- 
sions when they smoke with a stranger, and which 
imprecates on themselves the misery of going bare- 
foot forever if they prove faithless to their words — 
a penalty by no means light for those who rove over 
the thorny plains of this country." * ♦ • 

*^ After smoking a lew pipes, some trifling pres- 
ents were distributed among theni, with which they 
seemed very much pleased, particularly with the 
blue beads and the vermilion. Captain Lewis thea 
stated to the chief that the object of ihis vi^ was 
friendly, and should be exji^ned as soon as foe 
reached their camp ; and that, as the sun was op- 
pressive, and no water near, he wished to go thew 
as soon as possible. They now put on their moc- 
casins, and their chief, whose name was Cameah- 
wait, made a short speech to the warriors. CaptaMi 
Lewis then gave him the 4^) which he' informed 
him was, among white men l£e emblem of peace; 
and, now that he had received it, was to be in futune 
the bond of union between them. The chief then 
moved on ; our party followed him ; and the rest of 
the warriors, in a squadron, brought up the rear. 
After marching a mile they were halted by the chief, 
who made a second harangue ; on which six or eight 
young men rode forward to their camp, and no far- 
ther regularity was observed in the order of march. 
At the distance of four miles from where they had 
first met, they reached the Indian camp, which was 
in a handsome level meadow on the bank of the 
river. Here they were introduced into an old leati^ 
em lodge, which the young men who had been sent 
from the party had fitted up (br their reception. 
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Mter their being seated on some ^reen boughs and 
amtelope skins, one of the warriors pulled up the 
gr^ss in the centre of the lodge, so as to form a va- 
cant circle of two feet dianieter, in which he kindled 
a fire. The chief then produced his pipe and tobac- 
co, the warriors aU pulled off their moccasins, and 
our party was reguesled to take off theirs. This 
being done, the chief lighted his pipe at the fire with- 
in the magic circle, and then, retreatihg from it, com- 
menced a speech several minutes long, at the end 
of which he pointed the stem towards the four car- 
dinal points of the heavens, bcfginning with the east, 
and concluding with the north. After this ceremony 
"be presented the stem in the same way to Captain 
Lewis, who, supposing it to be an invitatibn to 
smoke, put out his hand to receive the pipe ; but 
the chief drew it back, and continued to repeat the 
^me offer three times, after which he pointed Ihe 
stem first to the heavens, then to the centre of the 
little circle, took three whiffs himself, and presented 
it agam to Captain Lewis. Finding that this last 
offer was in good earnest, he smoked a little : the 
pipe was then held to each of the white men, and, 
after they had taken a few whiffs, was given to the 
warriors. This pipe was made of a compact trans- 
parent greenstone, very highly polished, about two 
and a half inches long, and of ah oval figure, the 
bowl being in the same situation with the stem. A 
small piece of burned clay is placed in the bottom 
of the bowl, to separate the tobacco from the end of 
the stfem, and is of an irregularly round figure, not 
fitting the tube perfectly close, in order that the 
smoke may pass with facility. The tobacco is of 
the siame kind with that used by the Minnietarees, 
Mandans, and Ricaras of the Missouri. The Sho- 
sbonees do not cultivate this plant, but obtain it from 
the Rocky Mountain Indians, and some of the bands 
of their own nation that live farther south. 
*»The ceremony of smoking being concluded, 
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Captain Lewis explained to the chief the purposes 
of his^visit ; and as, by this time, all the women ahd 
children of the camp had gathered around the lodge, 
to obtain a view of the first white men they had 
ever seen, he distributed among them the remainder 
of the small articles he had brought with him. It 
was now late in the afternoon, and our party had 
tasted no food since the night before. On apprizing 
the chief of this circumstance, he said that he had 
nothing but berries to eat, and presented some cakes 
made of service-berries and chokecherries which had 
been dried in the sun. On these Captain Lewis 
made a hearty meal, and then walked down towards 
the river : he found it a rapid, clear stream, forty 
yards wide and three feet deep; the. thanks were low 
and abrupt, like those of the upper part of the Mis- 
souri, and the (bed formed of loose stones and gravel 
Its course, as far as he could observe it, was a Uttle 
to the north of west, and was bounded on each side 
by a range of high mountains, of which those on the 
east are the lowest and most distant from the river. 
"The chief informed him that this stream dis- 
charged itself, at the distance of half a day's march, 
into another of twice its size, coming in from the 
southwest ; but added, on farther inquiry, that there 
was scarcely more timber below the junction of 
those rivers than in this neighbourhood ; and that 
the river was rocky, rapid, and so closely confined 
between high mountains, that it was impossible to 
pass down it either by land or water to the great 
lake, where, as he had understood, the white men 
lived. This information was far from being satis- 
factory; for there was no timber here that would 
answer the purpose of building canoes, indeed not 
more than just sufficient ^or fuel, and even that con- 
sisted of the narrow- leaved cotton wood, the red and 
the narrow- leaved willow, the chokeche»*ry, service- 
berry, and a few currant-bushes, such as are com- 
mon on the Missouri. The prospect of going on by 
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land was more pleasant ; for there were great num- 
bers of horses feeding in every, direction round the 
camp5 which would enable us to transport our stores, 
if necessary, over the mountains. 

** Captain Lewis returned from the river to his 
lodge, and on his way ^ Indian invited him into his 
bower, and gave him a small morsel of boiled ante- 
lope and a piece of fresh salmmi roasted. This was 
the first salmon he had seen, and perfectly satisfied 
bim that he was now on the waters flowing to the 
Pacific. On reaching his lodge he resumed his con- 
versation with the chief, after which he was enter- 
tained with a dance by the Indians. '^ 

'* It now proved^ as our party had feared, that the 
man whom they had .first met this morning had re- 
turned to the camp, and spread the alarm that their 
enemies, the Minnetarees-of Fort de Prairie, whom 
they call Pahl^ees, were advancing on them. The 
warriors instantly armed themselves, and were com- 
ing down in expectation of an attack, when they 
were agreeably surprised by meeting our par^y. 
The greater part of them were armed with bows 
and arrows, and shields, but a few had ^mall fusils, 
such as are furnished by the Northwest Company's 
traders, and which they had obtained frotn the In- 
dians on the Yellowstone, with whom they were 
now at peace. They had reason to dread the ap 
proach of the Pahkees, who had attacked them m 
the course of the last spring, and totally defeated 
them. On this occasion twenty of their warriors 
were either killed or made prisoners ; and they lost 
their whole camp,- except the leathern lodge which 
they had fitted up for us, and were now obliged to 
live in huts of a conical figure, made of willow- 
brush. The music and dancing, which were in no 
respect different from those of the Missouri. Indians, 
continued nearly all night ; but Captain Lewis re- 
tired to rest about twelve o'clock, when the fatigues 
Cc^ ^ 
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of Uie day enabled him to sleep, though he was 
awaked several times by the yells of the dancers.*' 

While Captain Lewis was thus engaged, his com- 
panions in the canoes were slowly and laboriously 
ascending the river. The <;haractcr of the stream 
was much as it had been for several days, and the 
men were in the water three fourths of the time, 
dragging the boats over the shoals/ They had but 
little success in kilMjig game, but caught, as they 
had done for some (£iys before, numbers of fine 
trout. 

'* August 14. In order to give time for the boats 
to reach the forks of Jefferson River," proceeds the 
narrative, '' Captain Lewis determined to remain 
where he>was, and obtain all the information he 
could collect in regard to the country. Having no- 
thing to eat but a little Hour and parched meal, with 
the berries of the Indians, he sent out Drewyer and 
Shields, who borrowed horses from the natives, to 
bunt for a f&\Y hours. About the same time the 
young warriors set out for the same purpose. There 
are but few elk or black-tailed <}eer in this neigh- 
bourhood ; and as the common red deer secrete 
themselves in the bushes when alarmed, they are 
soon safe from the arrows, which are but feeble 
weapons against any animals which the huntsmen 
cannot previously run down with their horses. The 
chief game of the ShoshOnees, therefore, is the an- 
telope, which, when pursued, retreats to the open 
plains, where the horses have full room for the 
chase. But such is its extraordinary 6eetness and 
wind, that a single horse has no possible chance of 
outrunning it or tiring it down, and the hunter^ are 
therefore obliged to resort to stratagem. 

" About twenty Indians, mounted on fine horses, 
and armed with bows and arrows, left the camp. 
In a short time they descried a herd of ten antelope : 
they immediately separate^ inta little squads of two 
Of three, and formed a scattered circle round the 
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herd for five or six miles, keeping at a wary dis- 
tance, so as not to alarm them till they were per- 
fectly enclosed, and selecting, as far as possible, some 
commanding eminence as a stand. Having gained 
their positions, a small party rode towards the ani- 
mals,* and with wonderful dexterity the huntsmen 
preserved their seats, and the horses their footing, 
as. they ran at full speed over the hills, down the 
steep ravines, and along the borders of the preci- 
pices. They were soon outstripped by the ante- 
lopes, which, on gaining: the other extremity of the 
circle, were driven back and pursued by the fresh 
hunters. They turned and flew, rather than ran, in 
another direction; but there, too^ they found new 
enemies. In this way they were alternately pur- 
sued backward and forward, till at length, notwith- 
standing the skill of the hunters, they all escaped ; 
and the par^y, after running for two hours, returned 
without having caught anything, and their horses 
foaming with sweat. . This chase, the greater part 
of which was seen from the camp,^ formed a beauti- 
ful scene ;■ but to the hunters it is exceedingly labo- 
rious, and so unproductive, even when they are able 
to worry the animal down and shoot him, that forty 
or fifty hunters, will sometimes be engaged for half 
a day without obtaining more than two or three an- 
telope. 

*' Soon after they returned our two huntsmen 
came in with no better success. Captain Lewis 
therefore made a little, paste with the flour, and the 
addition of some berries formed a very palatable re- 
|)ast. Having now secured the good-will of Came- 
ah wait, he informed him of his wish that he would 
speak to the warriors, and endeavour to engage 
them to accompany him to the forks of Jeflerson 
River, where by this time another chief, with a 
large party of white men, were waiting his return : 
that it would be necessary to take about thirty hor- 
ses to transport the merchandise ; that they should 
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be well rewarded for their trouble ; and that, whan 
aU the party should hare reached the Shpshonee 
camp, they would remain for some time among 
them, and trade for horses, as well as concert plans 
for fornishing them in foture with regular supplies 
of merchandise. He readily consented to do so^ 
and, after collecting the tribe together, he made a 
long harangue, and in about an hour and a half re- 
turned^ android Captain Lewis that they would be 
ready to accompany him in the morning." 

Tne navigation of the "river was becomii^ naore 
and more difficult; but, by great efforts, Captain 
Clarke and his party were enabled to ascend it this 
day fourteen miles, or witfam half a mile, in a direct 
tine, of Rattlesnake Cliff. 

** August 15. Captain Lewis rose early, and, hav- 
ing eaten nothing yesterday except his scanty meajl 
of flour and -berries, felt sore inconvenience from 
hunger. On inquiry, he found that his whole stock 
Of provisions consisted of but two pounds of flour 
This4ie ordered to be divided into two equal parts* 
and one half of it to be boiled with the berries into 
a sort of pudding : after presenting a large share to 
the chief, he and his three men breakfasted on the 
pemaifider. Cameahwait was delighted with this 
new dish, ^e took a little of the flour in his hand, 
tasted, and examined it very narrowly, and asked if 
it was made of roots. Captain Lewis explained the 
process of preparing it, and he said it was the best 
thing he had eaten for a long time. 

" This being finished. Captain Lewis now endeav 
oured to hasten the departure of the Indians, who 
still hesitated, and seemed reluctant to move, al- 
though the chfef addressed them twice for the pur- 
pose of urging them. -On inquiring the reason, Ca- 
meahwait told him thai some foohsh ];>erson had 
suggested that he was in league with their enemies, 
the Pahkees, and had -come only to draw them into 
an ambuscade, but that he himself did not believe it 
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Captain Lewis felt uneasy at this insinuations he 
knew the suspicious temper of the Indians, accus- 
tomed from their infancy to regard every stranger 
as an enemy ; and saw that, if this suggestion were 
not instantly checked, it might effect a total fail- 
ure of the enterprise. Assuming, therefore, a se- 
rious air, he told the chief that he was sorry to find 
they placed so little confidence in him ; but that he 
pardoned their suspicions, because they were igno- 
rant of the Character of White mert, among whoip it 
was disgraceful to lie, or entrap even an enemy by 
falsehood ; that if they continued to think thus 
meanly of us, they might be assured no white men 
would ever come to supply them with arms and 
merchandise ; that there was at this moment a 
party of white men waiting to trade with them at 
the forks of the river ; and that, if the greater part 
of thie tribe entertained suspicion, he hoped there 
were still among them some who were men, who 
would go and see with their own eyes the truth of 
whiat he had said, and who, even if there were dan- 
ger, were not afraid to die. To doubt the courage 
of an Indian is to touch' th^ tenderest string of his 
mind, and the surest way to rouse him to any haz- 
ardous achievement. Cameahwait instantly replied 
that he was not afraid to die ; and, mounting his 
horse, for the third lime harangued his warriors. 
He told them that he was resolved to go, if he went 
alone, or if he were sure of perishing ; that he hoped 
there were among those who heard him some others 
who were not afraid to die, and who would prove it 
by mounting their horses and following him. This 
address produced an effect on six or eight only of 
the warriors, who now joined their chief. With 
these Captain Lewis smoked a pipe, and then, fear- 
ful of some change in their capricious temper, set 
out immediately. 

" It was about twelve o'clock when his small par- 
ty left the camp, attended by Cameahwait and the 
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eight warriors. Their departare seemed to spread 
a gloom over the village : those who would not ven- 
tre td go were saU^n and melancholy, and the 
women were crying, and imploring the Great Spirit 
to protect their warriors, as if they were proceeding 
to certain destruction. Yet such is the wavering in- 
eonsta.ncy of these savages, that Captain Lewis, with 
his party, had< not gone far before they were joined 
by ten or twelve more warriors ; and, before reach- 
ing the creek which they had passed on the morning 
of the 13th, all the men of the nation and a number 
of women had overtaken them, and had changed 
from the surly, ill temper in which they were two 
hours previously, to the greatest cheerfulness and 
gayety. Whcin they arrived at the spring on the 
side of the mountain where the party )iad encamped 
on the 19th, the chief insisted on halting to lei the 
horses graze, to which Captain Lewis assented, and 
smoked with them. They are excessively fond of 
the pipe, in which, however, they are not able to 
indulge much, as they do not cultivate tobacco 
themselves^ and their rugged country affords them 
but lew articles to exchange for it. Here they re- 
mained for about an hour, and on setting out, by 
engaging to pay four of the party. Captain Lewis 
obtained permission for himself and each of his men 
to ride behind an Indian ; but he soon found riding 
without stirrups more tiresome than walking, and 
therefore dismounted^ making the Indian carry his 
pack. About sunset they reached the upper part of 
the level valley in a cove through which he had pass- 
ed, and which they now calle4 'Shoshonee Cova 
The grass having been burned on the north side of 
the river, they crossed over to the south, and en 
eamped about four miles above the narrow pass be- 
tween the hills, noticed as they traversed the place 
before. The river was here about six yards wide, 
and frequently dammed up by the beaver. Drewyer 
had been seat forward to hunt, but he returned in 
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4ie ev^iuag unstUccessful ; and their bnljr supper, 
thecefore, was the remainiog pound of flour, stirred 
in a little boiling water, and then divided between 
the foMr white men and two of the Indians." 

In order jiot to exhaust the strength of the men^ 
who were greatly prostrated by the severity of their 
labours, Captain Clarke did not set out this day till 
after b^eakmst. The men, as before, were obliged 
to be constantly in the water, the increasing cold- 
ness of which, ^ they approached the sources of 
the stream, greatly aggravated their sufferings. Rat- 
tleanakes were very common, and they were in con-^ 
tinual danger of being bitten by them. They advan* 
ced thirteen miles, and encamped on some low 
gr^vmd, covered with clover and a few cotton wood- 
t«§es. 

"jiugust 14^* As neither pur party nor the Indians 
h9^ lanything to eat. Captain Lewis sent two of his 
hunters abe^ this morning to procure some provis- 
ion; at the same time requesting Cameahwait to 
pfo^ent bis young men from going out, lest by their 
i^^e tbey might alarm the game. But this measure 
immediately revived their suspicions. It now began 
to be believed that, these men were sent forward in 
order to apprize the enemy of their coming ; and, as 
Giag[>tain Lewis was fearful of exciting any farther 
uneasiness, he made no objection on seeing a small 
party of Indians advance on each side of the valley 
under the pretence of hunting, but in reality to 
watch the movements of our two men. £ven this 
pecaution, however, did not quiet the alarm of the 
Indians, a considerable part of whom returned home^ 
leaving only twenty-eight m^n and three women. 

'' After the hunters had been gone about an hour. 
Captain Lewis again mounted with one of the Indians 
behind him, and the whole party set out; but, just 
as. they passed through the narrows, they saw one 
of the spies coming back at full speed across the 
plain. The chief stopped and seemed uneasy ; the 
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whole band were moved with fresh suspicions, and 
Captain Lewis himself was much disconcerted, lest 
by some unfortunate accident some of their enemies 
might perhaps have straggled that way. The young 
Indian had scarcely breath to say a few words as he 
came up, when the whole troop dashed forward as 
fast a€ their horses could carry them ; and Captain 
Lewis, astonished at this movement, was borne along 
for nearly a mile before he learned, with great satis- 
faction, that it was all caused by the spy's having 
come to announce that one of the white men had 
killed a deer. Relieved from his anxiety, he now 
found the jolting very uncomfortable ; for the Indian 
behind him being afraid vOf not getting his share <f{ 
the feast, had lashed the horse at every step since 
they set off; he therefore reined him in, and ordered 
the Indian to stop beating him. The fellow had no 
idea of losing time id disputing the point, and, jump- 
ing off the horse, ran for a mile at full speed. 

" Captain Lewis now slackened his pace, and fol- 
lowed at a sufficient distance to ^ observe them. 
When they reached the place where Drewyer had 
thrown out the intestines, they aU dismounted in 
confusion, and ran tumbling oVer each other like 
famished dogs. Each tore away whatever part he 
could, and instantly began -to eat it : some had the 
Hver, some the kidneys, and, in short, no part on 
which we are accustomed to look with disgust es- 
caped them. One of them, who had seized about 
nine feet of the entrails, was chewing at one end, 
while with his hand he was diligently clearing his 
way by discharging the cfontents at the other. It 
was, indeed, impossible to see these wretches raven- 
ously feeding on the filth of animals, and the blood 
streaming from their mouths, without deploring how 
nearly the condition of savages approaches that of 
the brute creation : yet, though suffering with hun- 
ger, they did not attempt, as they might have done, , 
to take by force the whole deer, but contented them- 



,d by Google 



^ TORACITT OF THE INDIANA. 8] 3 

selves with what had been thrown away by the hunt- 
er. Captain Lewis had the deer skinned, and, after 
reserving a quarter of it, gave the rest of the auima] 
to the chief, to be divided among th^ Indians, who 
immediately devoured near the whole of it without 
cooking. They now went forward towards the 
creek, where there was some brushwood to make a 
fire, and found Drewyer, who had killed a second 
deer : the same struggle for the entrails was renew- 
ed here ; and, on giving nearly the whole animal to 
the Indians, they devoured it even to the soft part 
of the hoofs. A fire being made, Captain Lewis had 
his breakfast, during which l)rewyer brought in a 
third deer. This, too, alter reserving one quarter, 
was given to the Indians^ who now seemed com- 
pletely satisfied, and itt good humour. At this place 
they remained about two hours, to let the horses 
graze, then continued their journey, and towards 
evening reached the lower part of the cove, haying 
on the way shot an antelope, the greater part of 
which was given to the Indians. 

" As they were now^ipproaching the place where 
they had been told by Captain Lewis they would see 
the white men, the chief insisted on halting. They 
therefore all dismounted, and Cameahwait, with 
great c^reniony, and as if for ornament, put tippets 
or skins round the necks of our party, similar to 
those worn by themselves. As this was obviously 
intended to disguise the persons of their white 
friends. Captain Lewis, in order to inspire them with 
more confidence, put his cocked hat and feather on 
the head of the chief; and, as his own over-shirt was 
in the Indian form, and his skin browned by the sun, 
he could not have been distinguished from an Indian .' 
the men followed his example, and the change seem- 
ed to be very agreeable to the Indians. 

'* In order to guard, however, against any disap- 
pointment, Captain Lewis again explained the possi- 
bility of the white men not having reached the forksi 
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in consequence of the difficulty of the navigation ; 
80 that, if they should not find them at that spot, 
they might be assured of their not being far below. 
They again all mounted their horses, and rode on 
rapidly, making one of the Indians carry their flag, 
so that Captain Clarke and his party might recog- 
nise them as they approached ; but, to the mortifica- 
tion and disappoiiltment of both parties, on coming 
within two miles of the forks no canoes were to be 
seen. Uiieasy lest at this moment he should be 
abandoned, and all his hopes of obtaining aid from 
the Indians destroyed, Captain Lewis gave the chief 
his gun, telling him that, if the enemies of his nation 
were in th^ bushes, he might defend himself with it; 
that for his own part he was not afraid to die, and 
that the chief might shoot him as soon as they dis- 
covered themselves betrayed. "The other three men 
at the same time gave their guns to the Indians, who 
now seemed more easy, but stiH wavered in their 
resolution. 

" As they went on towards the point. Captain 
Lewis, perceiving how critical his situation had be- 
come, resolved to attempt a stratagem, which bis 
present difficulty seemed completely to justify. Rec- 
ollecting the notes he had left at the point for us, he 
sent Drewyer for them with an Indian, who witness- 
ed his taking them from the pole. When they were 
brought. Captain Lewis told Cameahwait that, on 
leaving his brother chief at the place where the riv- 
er issues from the mountains, it was agreed that the 
boats should not be brought higher than the next 
forks we should meet ; but that, if the rapid water 
prevented the boats from coming on as fast as they 
expected, his brother chief was to send a note to the 
first forks ^bove him, to let him know where they 
were : that this note had been left this morning at 
the forks, and mentioned that the canoes were just 
below the mountains, and coming up slowty in con- 
sequence of the current. Captain Lewis added 
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that he would stay at the forks for his brother chief; 
but would seild a man dowu the river ; and that if 
Cameahwait doubted what he said, one of, their 
young- men could go with him, while he and the oth< 
er two remained at the forks. This story satisfied 
the chief and the greater part of the Indians ; but a 
few did not conceal their suspicions, observing that 
we told different stories, and complaining that their 
chief exposed them to danger by a mistaken confi- 
dence. Captain Lewis now wrote, by the light of 
some willow-brush, a note to Captain Clarke, which 
he gave to Drewyer, with an or^er to iise all possi-. 
ble expedition m descending the river, and engaged 
an Indian to accompany him by the promise of a 
knife and some b^ads. 

" At bedtime the chief and five others slept round 
the fire of Captain Lewis, and the rest hid them- 
selves in different parts of the willow-brush, to avoid 
the eneiiiy, who, they feared, would attack them in 
the night. Captain Lewis endeavoured to assume a 
cheerfulness he did not feel, to prevent despondency 
in the savages; and, after conversing gayly with 
them, he retired to his moscheto bier, by the side 
of which the chief now placed himself. He lay 
down, yet slept but little, being, in fact, scarcely 
less uneasy than his Indian companiQus. He was 
apprehensive that, finding the ascent of the river 
impracticable, Captain Clarke might have stopped 
below the Rattlesnake Cliff, and that the messenger 
would not meet him. The consequence of disap- 
pointing the Indians at this moment would most 
probably be, that they would retire, and secrete , 
themselves in the mountains so as to prevent our 
having an opportunity of recovering their couMence 
They would also spread a panic among all the neigh- 
b6uring Indians, and thus cut us off from a supply 
of horses, so necessary, and almost indispensable, to 
our success. But he was, at the same time, con- 
soled by remembering that his hopes of assistance 
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rested on better foundations tban their generosKy-*^ 
on their avarice and their curiosity. He had prom* 
ised liberal exchanges for their horses; but, what 
was still more seductive, he had told them that one 
of their country women,^ who had been taken by the 
Minnetarees, accompanied the party below ; and 
one of the men had spread the report of our having 
with us a man perfectly black, whose hair was short 
and curled. This last account had excited a great 
degree of ciiriosity, and they seemed more desirous 
of seeing this monster than of obtaining the most 
favourable barter for their horses." 

The principal party had resumed their voyage im- 
mediately after breakfast, and towards the close of 
the day, after having advanced eleven and a half 
miles. Captain Clarke ascended an eminence, from 
which he discerned the fork of the river, and s^ii 
the hunters to examine it. ** They must have left 
it,^' says the Journal, "only a short time before Cap» 
tain I>ewis*s arrival, but, fortunately, had not sees' 
the note which enabled him to induce the Indians to 
stay with him. From the top of this eminence he 
could discover only three trees through the whole 
country ; nor was there,, along the sides of the clifis 
they had passed in the bourse of the day, any tim^^ 
ber except a few small pines: the low grounds were 
supplied with willow, currant-bushes, and service- 
berries. After advancing half a mile farther, we 
came to the lower point of an island near the mid- 
dle of the river, ana about the centre of the valley. 
Here we halted for the night, only four miles by 
land, though ten by water, below where Captain 
JiCwis lay. Athough we bad madet only fourteen 
miles, the labours of the men had fatigued and ex- 
hausted them very much : we therefore collected 
some small willow-brush for a fire, and lay down to 
steep." 



,d by Google 



HEKTINO WITH CAPTAIN CLARKE. 317 



CHAPTER XV. 

Affecting Internew between the Wife of Chaboneau and the 
Chief of the Shoshonees.— Council held with that Nation, and 
fiivourable Result —The extreme navigable Point of the Mia- 
aoori.— General Character of the River and of the Country 
through which it passes -^CajHain Clarke, in exploring the 
Source of the Columbia, falla in with another Party of 3ho- 
ahonees —Geographical Information acquired from one of that 
Party.— Their Manner of catching Fish.— The Party reach 
Lewis River.— Difficultiea which Captain Clarke had to en- 
counter in his Route.— Friendship ana Hospitality of the Sho- 
•bonees.— The Party with Captai.o Lewis employed in ma- 
king Saddles, and preparing for the Journey. 

*^ August 17. Captain I^ewis rose very early, and 
despatched Drewyer and the Indian down the river 
in quest of the boats. Shields was sent out at the 
same time to hunt, while M'Neal prepared a break- 
fas> out of the remainder of the meat. Drewyer 
had been gone about two hours, and the Indian^ 
were all anxiously waiting for some news, when an 
Indian, who had straggled a short distance down the 
river, returned with a report that he had seen the 
white men, who were only a short distance below, 
and were coming, on. The Indians were all trans- 
ported with joy ; and the chief, in the warmth of 
nis satisfaction, renewed his embraces of Captain 
Lewis, who was quite as much delighted as the In* 
dians themselves. The report proved most agreea- 
bly true. On setting out at seven o^clock. Captain 
Clarke, with Chabpneau and his wife, walked on 
shore ; but they had not gone more than a mile be- 
fore Captain Clarke saw Sacajawea, who was with 
her husband one hundred yards ahead, begin to 
dance, and shbw every mark of the most extrava- 
gant joy, turning rounidt and pointing to several In- 
Dd9 
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dians whom she now saw advancing on horseback, 
sucking her fingers at the same time, to indicate 
that they were of her native tribe. As they drew 
nearer,^ Captain Clarke discovered among them 
Drewyer dressed Hke an TAdibn, and from him learn- 
ed ^e situation of the party. While the boats were 
miking the circuit, he proceeded towatds the foik 
ifith the Indians, who, as they went along, sang 
aloud with the greatest appearance of delight. We 
soon drew near to the camp, and, just as we ap*> 
preached it, a woman made her way through me 
crowd towards Sacajawea, and, recognising eadi 
other, they embraced with the most tender auction. 
The meeting of these two young women had in it 
something peculiarly touching, not only in the a:r* 
dent manner in which their feelings were expressed^ 
but from tTie real interest of their relation to each 
other. They had been companions in childhood : in 
the w^rivith the' Minnetarees they had both been 
taken prisoners in the same battle ; and they had 
shared together and soAened by mutual affection 
thfe rigours of captivity, till one of them had esca 
pcid from their enemies with scarce a hope of ever 
seeinff her friend rescued from their hands. 

" While Sacajawea was renewing among the 
women the friendships of former days. Captain 
Clarke went on, and was received by Captain Lewis 
and the chief, who, aflfer the first embraces and sal- 
utations were over, conducted him to a sort of cir- 
cular tent or shade of willows. Here he was seat- 
ed on a white robe ; and the chief immediately tied 
in his hair six small shells resembling pearls, an or- 
nament highly valued by these people, who procure 
them in the course of trade from the seacoast. The 
moccasins of the whole party were then taken off, 
and, after much ceremony, the smoking began. Af- 
ter this the conference was to be opened ; and, glad 
of an opportunity of being able to converse more 
intelligibly, Sacajawea was sent fbt: she^ame into 

Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



COUKCIL Wl-TH THE^ SflOSHONJ&ES: 319 

the tent, sat dowh, and was beginning to inteqiret, 
when in the person of Cameahwait she recognised 
her brother. She instantly jumped up^ and ran and' 
embraced him, throwing over him her blanket, and 
weeping profusely : the chief w'as himself moved, 
though not in the same degree. After sonve con- 
versation between them she resumed her -seat, and 
attempted to interpret for us ; but her new situation 
seemed to overpower her, and she was frequently in- 
terrupted by her tears. A fter the council was finish- 
ed, the unfortunate woman learned that all her fam- 
ily were dead except two brothers, one of whom 
wais absent, and a son of her eldest sister, a small 
boy, who was immediately adopted by her. 

"The canoes arriving soon after, we encamped in 
a meadow on the left side, a little b^low the fork, 
took out obr baggage, and by means of bur sails and 
willow poles, formed a camp for our Indian visiters. 
About four o'clock the chiefe and warriors were'feol*; 
lected,'and, after the customary cereirtony of taking 
off the moccasins and smoking the pipe, we explain-' 
ed to them, in a long harangue, the purposes of our 
visit; making themsehres one conspicuous object 
of the good wishes of our government, on whose 
strength, as well as its friendly disposition, we ex* 
patiated. We told them of their dependance on the 
will of our government for all future supplies of' 
whatever was necessary either for their comfort or 
defence ; that, as we were sent to discover the best 
route by which merchandise could be conveyed to 
them, and no trade would be begun before our return, 
it was mutually advantageous- that we should pro- 
ceed with as little delay as possible ; that we were 
under the necessity of requesting ther^ to furnish us 
with horses to transport our baggage across the 
mountains, and a gtiide t6 show us the route, but 
that'thdy should be'aniply remunerated for theii^ 
faorse^i.as well as for every other service ther 
■lM>iild veiJder us. In the mean time, our first wish; 
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mfas, that they should immediately collect as many 
horses as were necessary to transport our baggage 
to their village, where at our leisure we would trade 
with them for as many horses as they could spare. , 
" The speech made a favourable impression t the 
chief, in reply, thanked us for our expressions of 
friendship towards himself and his nation, and de- 
clared their willingness to render us every service. 
He lamented that it would be so long before they 
should bj3 supplied, with firearms, but that till then 
they cQuld subsist as they had heretofore done. He 
concluded by saying that there were not horses 
here sufficient to transport our goods, but that he 
would return to the village to-morrow, and bring all 
his own horses, and encourage his people to come 
over with theirs. The conference being ended to 
their satisfaction, vfe now inquired of Cameahwait 
what chiefs were among the party, and he pointed 
out two of them. We then distributed our presents. 
To Cameahwait we gave a medal of the small size, 
lyith the likeness of President Jefferson, and on the 
reverse a figure of hands clasped with a pipe and 
tomahawk: to this was added a uniform coat, a 
shirt, a pair of scarlet leggins, a carrot of tobacco, 
and some small articles. Each of the other chiefs 
received a small medal struck during the presidency 
of General Washington, a shirt, handkerchief, leggins» 
a knife, and. some tobacco. Medals of the same 
sort were also presented to the young warriors, 
who, though not chiefs, were promising youths, and 
very much respected in the tnbe. These honorary 
gifts were followed by presents of paint, moccasins, 
awls, knives, beads, and looking-glasses. We also 
gave then^ all a plentiful meal of Indian corni of 
which the hull is taken off by being boiled in ley; 
and, as this was the first they had ever tasted, they 
were very much pleased with it. They had, indeed, 
abundant sources of surprise in all they saw; the 
appearance of the men, their arms^^t^eir cto^hing^ 
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the canoes, the strange looks of thd negrp, and the 
sagacity of our dog, all In turn shared their admira- 
tion; which was raised to astonishntent b^ a shot 
from the air-gun. This operation was instantly 
considered as a gre<U medicine^ by which they, as 
well as the other Indians, mean something emana- 
ting directly from the Great Spirit, or produced by 
his invisible and incomprehensible agency. The 
display of all thes^ riches had been intermixed with 
inquiries into the geographical situation of their 
country ; for we had learned by experience, that, to 
keep the savages in good temper, their attention 
should not be wearied with too much business, but 
that serions affkirs should be enlivened by a mixture 
of what is new and entertaining. Our hunters 
brought in very seasonably four deer and an ante- 
lope, the last of which-We gave to the Indians, who 
in a very short time devoured it. 

"After the council was over we consulted as to 
otit future operations. The game did not prooiise 
to last here for many days ; and this circumstance 
combined with many others to induce our going on 
as soon as possible. Our Indian information as to 
ihe state of the Columbia wasof a. very alarming 
kind; and our first object was, of course, to ascer- 
tain the practicability of descending it, of which the 
Indians discouraged our expectations. It was there- 
fore agreed that Captain Clarke should set off in 
the morning with eleven nten, furnished, besides 
their arms^ with toots for making canoes : i that he 
should take Chaboneau and his wife to the camp of 
the Shoshonees, where he was to leave them, in or- 
der to hasten the collection of horses; that he 
should then lead his men down to the Columbia, and 
if he found it navigable, and the timber in sufficient 

Suantity, begin to build canoes. As soon as he had 
ecided as to the propriety of proceeding down the 
Columbia or across the mountains, he was to send 
back one of the men with information of it to Cap- 
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tain Lewis, who by that time would have brought 
up the whole party, and the rest of the baggage, as 
far as the Shoshonee village. Preparations were 
accordingly made this evening to carry out the ar- 
rangement. 

** The sun is excessively hot in the daytime, but 
the nights are very cold, and rendered still more un- 

gleasant from the want of any fuel except willow 
rush. The appearances, too, of game for many 
days' subsistence are not very favourable. 

" August 18. In order to relieve the men of Cap- 
tain Clarke's party of the heavy weight of their 
arms, provisions j and toc^s, we exposed a few arti- 
cles to barter for horses, and soon obtained three 
very good ones, in exchange for which we gave a 
uniform coat, a.pair of leggins, a few handkerchiefs, 
three knives, and some other small articles, the 
whole of which did not cost in the United States 
more than twenty dollars : a fourth was purchased 
by the men for an old checked shirt, a pair of old 
leggins, and a knife. The Indians seemed to be 
ouite as well pleased as ourselves with the bargains 
they had made. We now found that the two infe- 
rior chiefs were somewhat displeased at not having 
received a present equal to that given to the great 
chief, who appeared m a dress so much finer than 
their own. To, allay their discontent, we bestowed 
on them two old coats, and promised them that, if 
they were active in assisting us across the mount- 
ains, they should have an additional present. This 
treatment completely reconciled them; and the 
whole Indian party, except twp men and two * 
women, set out in perfectly good humour to return 
home with Captain Clarke. After going fifteen 
miles through a wide level valley, with no wood but 
willows andf shrubs, he encamped in the Shoshonee^ 
Cove near a narrow pass where the highlands ap- 
proach within two hundred yards of each other, and 
the river is only ten yards wide. The Indians went 
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on faitber, except the three chiefs and two young 
men, who assisted in eating two deer brought in by 
the hunters. After their departure everything was 

, prepared for the transportation of the baggage, which 
was now exposed to the air and dried. Our game 
was one deer and a beaver ; and we saw an abund- 
ance of trout in the river, for which we fixed a net 
in the eyening. 

"We had now reached the extreme navigable 
point of the Missouri, which our observations place 

' in latitude 43° 80' 43' north. It is difficult to com- 
prise, in any general description, the characteristics 
of a river so extensive, and fed by so many streams, 
which have their sources in a great variety of soils 
and climates. But the Missouri is still sufficiently 
powerful to give to all its waters something of a 
common character, which is, of course, decided by 
the nature of the country through which it passes. 
The bed of the river is^chiefty composed of a blue 
mud, from which the water itself derives a deep 
tinge. From its junction here to near where it 
leaves the mountains, its course is embarrassed by 
rapids and rocks, which the hills on each side have 
thrown into its channel. Below that point its cur- 
rent, with the exception of the falls, is not difficult 
of navigation, nor is there much variation in its ap- 
pearance to the mouth of the Platte. That power- 
ful river throws out vast quantities of coarse sand, 
which contributes to give a new face to the Missou- 
ri, which is now much more obstructed by islands. 
The sand, as it is drHled down, adheres to some of 
the projecting points from the shore, and forms a 
bamer to the mud, virhich at length accumulates to 
the same height with the sand-bar itself. As soon 
as it has acquired some consistency, the willow 
grows there the first year, and assists in giving so- 
ndity to the mass ; and, when the mud and sand far- 
ther accumulate, the cottonwood-tree next appears, 
till the graduid elevation of the soil raises the sur- 
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iace above the highest freshets. Thus stopped m 
its GQurse* the water seeks a passage elsewhere, 
.and, as the soil on either side is light and yielding, 
,vrlaaX was only a peninsula becomes gradually aq 
island, and the river indemnifies itself for the usur- 
pation by encroaching on the adjacent shore. In 
this way the Missouri, like the Mississippi, is con- 
stantly cutting off the projections of the shore, and 
leaving its ancient channel^ which is then marked by 
the mud it has deposited and a few stagnant ponds. 

^' The general appearance of the country, as it 
presents itself in ascending, may be thus described : 
from its mouth to the two Charletons a ridge of high- 
lands, borders the river at a small distance, leaving 
between thera line rich meadows : from the mou£ 
of the two Charletons the hills recede, giving great- 
er extent to the low grounds ; but they again ap- 
proach the river for a short distance near Grand 
River, and afterward at Snake Creek: from that 
point they retire, nor do they again coi](ie to the 
neighbourhood of the Missouri till above the Sjauk 
Prairie, where they are comparatively low and 
small: thence they diyerge and reappear at tiie 
Charaion Scarty, after which they are scarcely, if 
at all, discernible till they again advance to the river 
nearly opposite to the Kanzas. 

*' The same ridge of hills extends on the south 
side in almost one unbroken chain, from the mouth 
of the Missouri to the Kanzas, though decreasing in 
height beyond the Osage. As they are nearer the 
hver than the hills on the opposite side, the inter- 
mediate low grounds are of course narrower, but 
the general character of the soil is similar on both 



^ In the meadows and along the shore, the toree 
most common is the cottonwood, whicli, with the 
willow, forms almost the exclusive ffrowth of the 
Missouri. The hills, or, rather, high ffrounds (for 
they do not rise higher than from one hundred and 
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fifty to two hundred feet),, are composed of a good 
black soil, which is perfectly susceptible of cultiva- 
tion, though it becomes richer on the hills beyond 
the Platte, and they are in general thinly covered 
with timber. Beyond these hills the country, ex- 
tends into high, open plains, which are on both sides 
sufficiently fertile ; but the south has the advantage 
of better streams of water, and may therefore be 
considered as preferable for settlements. The lands, 
however, become much better, and the timber more 
abundant, betweerfthe Osage and the Kanzas. From 
the Kanzas to the Nodawa the hills continue at 
nearly an equal distance, varying from four to eight 
miles from each other, except that IVom the Little 
Platte .to nearly opposite the ancient Kanzas village 
they are more remote, and the meadows of course 
wider, especially on the north side of the river. 
Prom the Nodawa the northern hills disappear, ex- ' 
cept at occasional intervals, where they 'are seen at 
a distance, till they return about twenty-seven miles 
above the Platte, near the ancient village of the Ayo- 
ways. Onlhe south the hills continue close to the 
river, from the ancient village of the Kanzas up to 
Council Bluffsi fifty tniles beyond the Platte, forming 
high prairie lands. On both sides the lands are 
good ; and perhaps ^his distance, (torn the Osage to 
the Platte, may be recommended as among the best 
districts on the IVf issou/i for the purposes of settlers. 

"From the Ayoway village, the northern hills 
agiain retire from the river, to which they do not re- 
turn till three hundred and twenty niiles above, at 
Floyd's River. The hills on the south, also, leave 
the river at Council BlufT^, and reappear at the Ma- 
har village, two hundred miles farther up. The 
country thus abandoned" by the hills is more open, 
and the timber in smaller quantities than below the 
Platte ; so that, although the plain is rich, and cov- 
ered with high grass, the want of wood renders it 
•less calculated for cultivation than below that river. 

Vol. I.— E I 
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**iThe northern hills, after nmnixig near the Mis- 
90uri for a few miles at Floyd^s River) recqde from it 
at the Sioux River, the course of which they follow ; 
and though they again appear on the Missouri at 
Whitestone River, where they are low, yet they do 
not return to it till beyoM James's River. The high 
lands on the south, after running near the riv^r at 
the Mahar villages, again disappear, and do noi 
approach it till coming to the Cobalt Bluffs, about 
forty-four miles from these villages ; and then, from 
those bluffs to the Yellowstone, a. distance of about 
one thousand miles, they follow the baaks of the 
river with scarcely any deviation. 

** From James's River, the lower grounds are con- 
fined within a narrow space by the hills on both 
sides, which now continue near each other up to 
the mountains. The space between them, however, 
varies from one to three miles, as high as the Mm- 
cleshell River, beyond which the hills approach so 
close as to leave scarcely any Iqw grotimda on the 
Missouri, and near the falls reach the water's edge. 
Seyond the falls, the hills are scattered and low to 
the first range of mountains. 

*'The soil along the whole length of 4he Missouri 
below the Platte is, generally speaking, very fine; 
and, though timber is scarce, Uiere is stiU sufficient 
for the purposes of settlers. But bevond 4hat river, 
ahliough the soil is still rich, yet the almost total 
absence of timber, and particularly the want of good 
water, there being but a small supply of water in the 
creeks, "and even that brackish, oppose powerfol ot^ 
stacles to its settlement. The difficulty^ becomes 
still greater between tlie Muscleshell River and the 
falls, where, besides the increased scarcity of tim 
her, the counti^ itself is less fertile. 

'* Tl^ elevation of these high lands varies as they 
pass through this extensive tract of coimtry. Fiom 
Wood River they are about one hundred and Hbf 
ieet above the water, and remain at that heigfal tin 
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tbey rise near the Osage, from which place to the 
ancient fortification they again diminish in size. 
Thence they continue higher till they reach the 
Mandan village, after which they are rather lower to 
the neighbourhood of Muscleshell River, where they 
are met by the northern hills, which have advanced 
at a more uniform height, varying firom one hundred 
. and fifty to two hundred or three hundred feet. 
From this point to the mountains the height of both 
is nearly the same, from three hundred to five hun- 
dred feet ; and the low grounds are so narrow, that 
the traveller seems passing through a range of high 
country. From Marians lUver to the faUs, the hius 
descend to the height of about two or three hundred 
feet. 

'* August 19. the morning was cold, and the grass 
perfectly Whitened by the frost. We were engaged 
m preparing packs and saddles to load the horses as 
soon as they should arrive. A beaver was taken in 
a trap, but we were disappointed in trying to catch 
trout in our net. We therefore made a seine of 
willow brush, and in hauling it procured a number 
of fine trout, and a species of mullet which we had 
not seen before. It is about sixteen inches lonff, 
the scales small ; the nose long, obtusely pointed, 
and exceeding the under Jaw ; the mouth opens with 
fblds at the sides ; it has no teeth, and the tongue 
and palate are smooth. The colour of its back and 
sides is a bluish brown, while the belly is white : it 
has the faffgot bones, whence we concluded it to be 
of the muUet species. It is by no means so good a 
fish as the trout, which are here the same as those 
we first saw at the falls, larger than the speckled 
trout of the mountains in the Atla^tic States, and 
equally well flavoured. In the evening the hunters 
returned With two deer. 

"Captain Clarke in the mean time proceeded 
through a wide level valley, in which the chief point- 
ed out a spot where many of his tribe were killed fh 
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battle a year ago.. The Indians accompanied him 
during the day, and as they had nothing to eat, he 
was obliged to feed them from his own stores, the 
hunters not being able to kill anything. Just as he 
was entering the mountains, he met an Indian with 
two mules and a Spanisli saddle, who was so polite 
as to offer one of them to him to ride over the hills. 
Being on foot, Captain Clarke accepted his offer, any 
gave him a waistcoat as a reward for his civility. 
He encamped for the night on a small stream, and 
the next morning, 

" August 20, he set out at six o'clock. In passing 
through a continuation of the broken, hilly country, 
he met several parties of Indians. On coming near 
the camp, which had bden removed, since we left \t, 
two miles higher up the river, Cameahwait request- 
ed that the party should halt. This was complied 
« with ; when a number of Indians canfe out from the 
camp, and with great ceremony several pipes were 
smoked. This being over, Captain Clarke was con- 
ducted to a large leathern lodge, prepared for his 
Earty in the middle of the encampment, the Indians 
aving only shelters of willow bushes. A few dried 
berries and one salmon, the only food the whole 
Tillage could coiltribute, were then presented to him ; 
after which he proceeded to repeat in council, what 
had been already told them, the purposes of his 
visit; urged them to take their horses over and assist 
in transporting our baggage, and expressed a wish 
to obtain a guide to examine the river. This was 
explained and eiiforced to the w.hole village by 
Cameahwait; and an old man was pointed out, who 
was said to know more of the geography oT the 
country to the north than any other person, and whom 
Captain Clarke engaged to accompany him. After 
explaining his views he distributed a few presents, 
the council was ended, and nearly half the village 
set out to hunt the antelope, but returned without 
success. 
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" Captain Clarke, ia the mean time, made partic- 
-olar inquiries as to the situation of th^ country, and 
the possibility of soon reaching a navigable stream. 
The chief began by drawing on the ground a deline- 
ation of the rivers, from whix3h it appeared that his 
information was very limited. The river on which 
the camp is, he divided into two branches just above 
U8, which, as he indicated by the openmg in the 
mountains, were in view. He next made it discharge 
itself into a larger river ten miles below, coming 
from the southwest ; the Joint stream continuing one 
day^s march to the northwest, and then incUning to 
the westward two days' march farther. At that 
point he placed several heaps of 6and on each side, 
which, as he explained it, represented vast mount- 
ains of rock always covered with snow ; in passing 
through which the riVer was so completely hemmed 
in' by the high cUflfs that there was no possibiUty of 
travelling alohg the shore ; that the bed of the river 
was obstructed by sharp pointed rocks, and its ra- 
pidity such that, as far as the eye could reach, it 
presented a perfect column of foam. The mount- 
ains, he said, were equally inaccessible, as neither 
roan nor horse could cross them ; and, such being the 
state of the country, neither he nor any of his nation 
had ever attempted to go beyond these mountains. 
Camea^wait also said that he had been informed by 
the Chopunnish, or Pierced- Nose Indians, who re- 
side on this river west of the^ mountains, that it ran 
a great way towards the setting sun, and at length 
lost itself m a great lake of water, which was ill 
tasted, and where the white men Hved. 

'* An Indian belonging to a band of Shoshonees 
who live to the southwest, and who happened to be 
at the camp, was then brought in, and inquiries were 
made of him as to the character of the country in 
that direction : he described it in terms scarcely less 
terrible than those in which Cameahwait had repre- 
sented the west. He said that his relations lived at 
Esd 
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the distance of twenty days* march from tl^s place, 
on a course a little to the west of south, and not far 
from the whites, with whom they traded for horses* 
mules, cloth, metal, beads, and the shells here worn 
as ornaments, which are those of a species of peail 
oyster. In ord^r to reach his country, we should be 
obliged, during the first seven days, to climb oyer 
steep, rocky mountains, where there was no game, 
and where we should find nqthing but roots for sub- 
sistence ; and even for these we should be obliged 
to contend with a fierce, warlike people, whom he 
called the Broken-Moccasin, or Moccasin- with-Holes, 
who lived like bears in holes, and fed on roots, and 
the flesh of such horses as they could steal or plun- 
der from those who. passed through the mountains. 
So rough, indeed, was the passage, that the feet of 
the horses would be wounded. in such a manner that 
many of them would be unable to proceed. The 
next part of the route was for ten days through a 
dry, parched desert of sand, inhabited by no animal 
which would supply us with subsistence ; and, as 
the sun had now scorched the grass and dried up 
the small pools, which are sometimes scattered 
through this desert in the spring, both ourselves and 
our horses would perish for want of food and water. 
About the middle of this plain a large river passed 
from southeast to northwest, which^ though naviga- 
ble, afforded neither tin^ber nor salmon. Three or 
four days* march beyond this plain his relations 
lived, in a country tolerably fertile, and partiaHy 
•covered .with timber, on another large rivet running 
in the same direction as the former. This last dis- 
charged itself into a third large river, on which re- 
sideid many powerful nations, with which his own 
were at war; but whether it emptied itself into the 
great or stinking lake, as they call the ocean, he did 
not know. He said that from his country to the 
stinking lake it was a great distance ; and that the 
route to it, taken by such of his relations as had 
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TiBited it, was up the river on which they lived, and 
over to that on which the white people lived, and 
which they knew discharged itself into this lake. 
This route he advised us to take ; hut added that we 
had better defer the journey till spring, when he 
would himself conduct us. This account persuaded 
us that the streams of which tie spoke were south- 
em branches of the Columbia, heading with the Rio 
des Apostolos and Rio Colorado, and that the route 
which he mentioned was to the Gulf of California. 
Captain Clarke therefore told him that this road was 
too much towards the south for our purpose ; and 
then requested to know if there was no route on the 
left of the river where we now are, by which we 
might intercept it below the mountains; but he 
)Lnew of none eitcept that through the barren plains, 
which, he said, joined the mountains on that side, 
and through which it was impossible to pass at this 
season, even if we were fortunate enough to escape 
the Broken-Moccasin Indians. 

** Captain Clarke recompensed the Indian by pre- 
senting him a knife, with which he schemed much 
gratified, and now inquired of Cameahwait by what 
route the Pierced-Nose Indians, who, he said, lived 
west of the mountains, crossed over to the Missouri. 
This, he replied, was towards the north, but that the 
road was a very bad one ; that during the passage, 
he had been told, they suffered excessively from 
hunger, being obliged to subsist for many days on 
berries alone, there being no game in that part of 
the mouiitains, which were broken and rocky, and 
so thickly covered with timber that they could 
scarcely pass. 

*' Surrounded by difficulties as all the other routes 
were, this seemed to be the most practicable of all 
the passages by land ; since, if the Indians can pass 
the mountains with their women and children, no 
difficulties which they could overcome would be 
formidable to us ; and if the tribes below the mount- 
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«iii8 were as numerous as they were represented to 
be, they must have some means of subsistence 
equally within our power. They had told us, in- 
deed, that the nations to the westward snbsisted 
principally op fish and roots, and that their oi^y 
ftLxne were a few elk, deer, and antelope, there be^ 
ing no buffalo west of the mountain. 

'* The first object, however, was to ascertain the 
truth of their information relative to the difiieulty 
of descending the river ; and for this purpose Cap^- 
tain Clarke set out at three oVlock in the afternoon, 
accompanied by the guide and all his men except 
one^ whom he left with orders to purchase a horse 
and join him as soon as possible. At the distance 
of four miles he crossed the river, and eight milee 
from the camp halted for the night at a small stream. 
The road which he followed was a beaten pa^ 
through a wide, rich meadow, in which were seveial 
old lodges. On the route he met a number of men, 
women, and children, as well as horses ; one of the 
men, who appeared to possess some consideration, 
turned back with him, and, observing a woman with 
three salmon, obtained them from her and presented 
them to the party. Captain Clarke shot a mount- 
ain cock^ or cock of the plains, a dark brown bird 
larger than the common fowl, with a long pointed 
tail, an.d a fleshy protuberance about the base of the 
upper chop, something like that of the turkey, 
though without the snout. In the mominff, 

*' August 21, he resumed his march eany, and at 
the distance of five miles reached an Indian lodge 
of brush, inhabited by seven families of Shoshonees. 
They behaved with great civility, gave the whole 
party as much boiled salmon as they could eat, and 
added as a present several dried salmon, and a con^ 
siderable quantity of chokecherries. After smoking 
with them all, he visited the fish-wear, which was 
about two hundred yards distant. 

The river was here divided by three small islands, 
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which caused the water to pass along four channels. 
Of these, three were narrow, and stopped by means 
of trees, which wcrer stretched across, and support- 
ed by willow stakes, sufficiently near each other to 
prevent the passage of the fish. About the centre 
of each channel was placed a basket formed of ml- 
lows, eighteen or twenty feet in length, of a cylin- 
drical form, and terminating in a conic shape at its 
lower extremity : this was situated with its mouth 
upward, opposite to an aperture in the wear. The 
main channel of the water was then conducted to 
this wear, and, as the fish entered it, they became so 
entangled with each other that they could not move, 
and were taken out by untying the small end of the 
willow basket. The wear in the main channel was 
formed Iq a manner somewhat different: there were, 
in fact, two distinct wears, formed of poles and wil- 
low sticks quite across the river, approaching each 
other obliquely, with an aperture in each side near 
the angle. It was made by tying a number of poles 
together at the top, in parcels of three, which were 
then set up in a triangular form at the base, two of 
the poles being in the range desired for the wear, and 
the third down the stream. To these poles two 
ranges of other poles were next lashed. horizontally, 
with willow bark and withes, and willow stipks 
joined in with these crosswise, so as to form a kind 
of wicker-work from the bottom of the river to the 
height of three or four feet above the surface of the 
water. This was so close as to prevent the fish 
from passing^; and even in some parts, with the help 
of a little gravel and some stone, enabled them to 
give any direction they wished to the water. These 
two wears, being placed near to each other, one for 
the purpose of catching the fish as they ascended, 
the other as they went down the river, were provided 
with two baskets, made in the form already described, 
and which were placed at the apertures of the wear. 
" After examining these curious objects, he return- 
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ed to tfte lodges, and soon passed the river to the 
left, where an Indian brought him a tomahawk, which 
he said h^ had, found in the grass, near the lodge 
where Captain Lewis had stayed during his first visit 
to the village. This ^as a tomahawk which hkd 
been missed at the time, and was supposed to be 
stolen : it was, however, the only article which had 
be^en lost in our intercourse with the nation ; and as 
even that was returned, the inference is highly hon- 
ourable to the integriry of the Shoshonees. 

" On leaving the lodges. Captain Clarke crossed 
to the left side of the river, and despatched Rve 
men to the forks of it, in search of the man left be- 
hind yesterday, who had procured a horse and pro- 
ceeded thither by another road, as they were in- 
formed. At the distance of fourteen miles they 
caught a very large salmon, two and a half feet long, 
in a creek six miles below the forks ; and, after trav- 
elling about twenty miles through the valley, fol- 
lowing the course of the river, which runs nearly 
northwest, they halted in a small meadow on the 
right side, under a cliff of rocks. Here they were 
foined by the five men who had gone in quest of 
Crusatte. They had been to the forks of the river, 
where the natives resort in great numbers for the 
purpose of fishing, and who made our men a present 
of me fres^ salmon. In addition to this, one deer 
was killed to-day. The western branch is much 
fergfer thaa the eastern ; and, after we passed the 

i unction, we found the river about one hundred yards 
n width, rapid and shoaly, but with only a stnall 
Quantity of timber on its banks. As Captain Lewis 
was the first white man who had visited its waters, 
Captain Clarke gave it the name of Lewis's River. 
The low grounds through which he had passed to- 
day were rich and wide, but where he encamped in 
the^ evening the hills began to assume a formidable 
aspect."* ♦ • 
^* August 22. He soon began to perceive that the 
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Indian accounts were not exaggerated. At ^he dis* 
tance of a mile ha passed a small creek, and the 
points of four mountains, which were rocky, and so 
high that it seemed almost impossible to cross them 
with horses. The road lay over the sharp frag- 
ments of rocks which had faUen from the mountains, 
and which were strewed in heaps for miles to- 
gether ; yet the horses, although unshod, travelled 
across them as fast as the men, and without detain- 
ing them a moment. They passed two bold run- 
mng streams, and reached the entrance of a small 
riveri where a few Indian families resided. These 
had not been previously acquainted with the arrival 
of the whites ; the guide was behind, and the wood 
90 thick that we came upon them unobserved, till at 
a very short distance. As soon as they saw us^ the 
women and children fled in great consternation ; the 
men offered us everything they had— the fish on the 
soaflfolds, the dried berries, and the collars of elk's 
tuples worn by the children. We took only a small 
quantity of the food, and gave them, in return, some 
small articles, which conduced very much to pacify 
them. The guide now coming up, explained to 
them who we were, and the object of our visit, 
which seemed to relieve their fears : still a number 
of the women and children did not recover from 
their fright, but cried during our stay, which lasted 
stout an hour. The guide, whom we found a very 
friendly, intelligent old man, informed us that up thia 
river ^ere was a road which led over the mount- 
ains to the Missouri. On resuming his route, he 
went along the steep side of a mounUin about three 
loiles, and then reached the river near a small isl- 
and, at the lower part of which we encamped: he 
hete attempted to take some fish, but could obtain 
only one small salmon. The river was here shoal 
.aad rapid, with many rocks scattered in various di- 
rections along its bed. On the sides of the mount- 
ains were some scattered pines, and the tops of 
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those on the left were covered with them; there 
were, hpwever, but few in the low grounds through 
which we passed ; indeed, we only saw a single tree 
fit to make a canoe, and even that was small. . The 
country has an ahundaiit growth of berries, and we 
met several women and children gathering th/em, 
who bestowed them upon us with great liberality. 
Among the woods Captain Clarke observed a spe- 
cies of woodpecker, the beak and tail of which were 
white, the wings black, and every other part of the 
body of a dark brown : its size was that of the robin, 
and it fed on the seeds of the pine. • 

" August 23. Captain Clarke set off very early ; but, 
a^ his route lay along the steep side of a mountain, 
over irregular and broken masses of rocks, which 
wounded the horses* feet, he was obliged to proceed 
slowly. At the distance of four miles he reached 
the river ; but the rocks here became so steep, and 
projected so far into the stream, that there was no 
mode of passing except through the water. This 
he did for some distance, though the current was 
very rapid, and so deep that they were forced to 
Swim thpir horses. After following the edge of the 
water for about a mile under this steep cliff, he 
reached a small meadow, below which the whole 
current of the river beat against the right shore on 
which he was, and which was formed of a solid 
rock, perfectly inaccessible to horses. Here, too, 
the little track which he had been pursuing termi- 
nated. He therefore resolved to les^ve the horses, 
and the greater part of the men at this place, and 
examine the river still farther, in order to determine 
if there were any possibility of descending it in ca- 
noes. Having killed nothing except a single goose 
to-day, and the whole of their provision being con- 
sumed last evening, ft was by no hieftns advisable 
to remain any length of time where they were. He 
now directed the men to fish and hunt at this place 
till his return ; and then, with his guide and three 
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Others, he proceeded, clambering over imraeitse 
rocks and along the sides of lolly precipices which 
bordered the stream, until at about twelve miles* dis- 
tance he reached a small meadow, the first he had 
seen on the river since he left his party. A little 
below this meadow, a large creek, twelve y^rds 
wide and of some depth, discharges itself from the 
north. Here were some recent signs of aii Indian 
encampment, and the tracks of a number of horses, 
which must have come along a plain Indian path 
which he now saw following the course of the creek 
This stream, his guidfe said, led towards a large 
river running to the north, aiid was frequented by 
another nation for the purpose of catching fish. He 
remained here two hours, and, having taken some 
small fish, made a dinner on them^ with the addition 
of a few berries. 

" Prom the place where he had left the party to 
the mouth of this creek, it presented one contmued 
rapid, in which are ^ve shoals, neither of which 
could be passed with loaded canoes ; and the bag- 
gage must therefore be transported for a consider- 
able distance over the steep' mountains, where it 
would be impossible to employ horses for the relief 
of the men. Even the empty boats must be let 
dawn the rapids by means of cords, and not even in 
that way without great |isk both to the canoes as 
well as to the men. Atone of these shoals, indeed, 
the rocks rise so perpendicularly from the water as 
to leave no hope of a passage, or even a portage, 
without great labour in removing rocks, and in some 
mstances cutting away the earth. 

" To surmount these difficulties would exhaasi 
the strength of the party, and, what was equally dis- 
couraging, would waste our time and consume our 
provisions, of neither of which had we much to 
spare. The season was now far advanced, smd the 
Indians had told us we should shortly have snow. 
The salmon, too, had so far disappeared, that the na- 
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iites Uiemselves were hatteiiing from the country ? 
and BOt an animal of any )cind larger than a pheas- 
ant or a aqwrreli and of these a few only, would 
then he eeen in this part of the mountains rafter 
which we shpuld be obliged to rely on our own stock 
of provitioaei which would not support us more than 
ten days. These circumstances combine to render 
a |>a$sage by water impracticable in our present 
situation. To descend the coarse of the river on 
horsebaek was the other alternative, and scarcely a 
more infiting one. The hver was so deep that 
there were only a few places where it could be ford- 
ed, and the rocks approached so near the water as to 
render it impos^blle to make a route along its edge. 
Itk crossing the mountains themselves, we should 
haive to e^ieotinte^, besides > their steepiiess, one bar- 
ren surface of broken masses of rock, down whieh, 
in certain seasohs, the torrents sweep vast quantities 
of stone into the river. These rocks are of a whi- 
tish brown, and towards the base of a gray colour, 
Send so hard that^ on striking them with steel, they 
yield a fire like flint. This sombre appearance was 
in some placed scarcely reUeved by a single tree, 
though near the river and on the greeks there was 
more timber, afiiong which were some tall pin^.: 
several of these might be made into canoes, aijid, by 
4ashAng two of them together, one of tolerable size 
might be formed. ' 

" After dinner he <^ntinued his route, and at the 
distance of half 9> mile passed another creek, about 
five yards wi^e^ Here his guide informed him that 
by ascending the creek for some distance he would 
have a better road, and cut off a considerable bend 
of the river towai^s the south. He therefore pur- 
sued a wellrbeaten Indian track up this creek for 
about six miles, when, leaving the creek to the right, 
he passed over a ridge, and, after walking a mile, 
again met the river, ^where it fiows through a mead- 
ow of 'about eighty acres in extent. This Uiey pas9^ 
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6d, and then ascended a high and. steep peak of a 
mountain, from which the guide now pointed out 
where the river broke through the mountains^ about 
twenty miles distant : near the base of the mount- 
ains a small river foils in from the south. This 
view was terminated by one of the loftiest mounts 
ains Captain Clarke had ever seen, which was per* 
fi^tly covered with snow. Towards this formica* 
ble barrier the river went directly on; and there it 
was, as the guide observed, that the diflculties and 
dangers of whish he and Cameahwait had spoken 
commenced. After reaching the mountain^ he said, 
the river coBtinued iti course towards the north for 
many miles, between high perpendicular rocks which 
wiere scattered along its bed. It then penetrated 
tbe mountains through a narrow gap^W each side 
of which arose perpendicularly a rock as high as the 
top of the mountain before them ; that the river then 
made a bend which concealed its future counse from 
view ; and as it was alike impossible to descend 4he 
riter or clamber over that vast mountain, eternally 
eovered with snow^ neither he nor any of his nation 
had ever been lower than at a place where they could 
See the gap made by the river on entering the mount*- 
ains. To that place, he said, he would conduct Cap- 
tain Clarke^ if he ^sired it, by the next evening. But 
the latter was in no need of farther evidence to coob- 
vinoe him of the utter impvaeticability of the route he- 
lore him. He had already witnessed the difficulties of 
part of the road ; yet, after all these, his guide, whose 
intelligence and veracity he could not doubt, now aa- 
eured him that their difficulties were only commen- 
cing, and what he saw before him too dearly convin- 
eed him of the Indian's veracity. He therefore dft- 
tei^ined to abandon this route, and returned to the 
upper part of the last creek they had passed* and, 
:teaohinf it an hour after dark, encamped for the 
night : on tills creek be had seen in the morning an 
Ibidian toad ooming to frooi the north. Disappoini- 
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ed in finding a roote by water, Capts^n Clarke now 
questioned his guide more particularly as to the di- 
rection of this road, wjiioh he seemed to understand 
perfectly. He drew a map on the sand, and- repre- 
sented the road, as well as that they had passed 
yesterday on Berry Creek, as both leading towards 
two forks of the same great river, where resided a 
nation called Tushepaws, who, having no salmon on 
their own river, came by these roads to the fish- 
wears on Lewis's River. He had himself been 
among these Tushepaws, and, having once accompa- 
nied them on a fishing party « to another river, had 
there seen Indians who had come from across the 
Rocky Mountauns. After a great deal of conversa- 
tion, or, rather, talking by signs, and a second and 
iaore particular map bad^been drawn by his guide. 
Captain Clarke felt persuaded that the latter knew 
of a road from the SlK)shonee village they had left 
to the great river to the north, without coming so 
low down is this oti a route impracticable for horses. 
" August 24. Being4ilesirous of hastening his return, 
he set out early ; and, after descending the creek to 
the river, stopped to breakfast on berries in the mead- 
ow above the second creek. He then went on, but 
unfortunately fell from a rock, and injured his leg 
▼ery much ; though he walked forward as rapidly as 
he could, and at four in the afternoon rejoined his 
men. During his absence they had killed a mountain- 
cock and a few pheasants, and taken some small fish, 
on which, with haws and service-berries, they had 
subsisted. Captain Clarke immediately sent for- 
ward a man on horseback with a note to !6aptain 
Lewis, apprizing him of the result of his inquiries, 
and late in the afternoon set out with the rest of the 
party, and encamped at the distance of two miles. 
The meti were much disheartened at the bad pros- 
pect of escaping from the mountains; and, having 
nothing to eat but a few berries, which have ma4e 
several of them sick, they all passed a disagreeable 



,d by Google 



AKtLVfkh AT AfV INiyiAIV OAltP* 841 

nightj which was rendered mor6 imcomfoi^able by 
a heavy dew. 

•* Ati^ust 25. The want of provisrons arg*ed Cap- 
tain Clarke to return as soon as possible : he there* 
fore set out early, and halted an hour in passing the 
Indian camp near the fish-wears. These peof^e 
treated them with great kindness ; for, though poor 
and dirty, they wtllingly give what little tli^y pos- 
sess. They ^ave the whole party boiled salmon 
and dried berries, which were not, however, in suf- 
ficient quantities to appease their hunger. They 
soon resumed their old road ; but as abstinence or 
the strange diet, had given one of the men a very 
severe illness, they were detained much on his ac- 
count, and it was not till late in the day they reach- 
ed the cUfF under which they had encamped on the 
Sist. They immediately began to fish and hunt in 
order tb procure a meal, and caught several small 
fish. By means of the guide they obtained two sal- 
mon from a party of women and children, who,^ with 
one man, were going below to gather berries. This 
isupplied them with about halt a meal; hut af^er 
dark they were regaled with ^ beaver which one of 
the hunters brought in. 

"August 26. The morning was fine, and three 
men were despatched ahead to hunt, while the^ rest 
were detained until nine o'clock, in order to retake 
some horses which had strayed away during the 
night. They 'then proceeded along the route by the 
forks of the river, till they reached the lower In- 
dian camp where they first were when we met 
them. The whole camp immediately flocked around 
them with great appearance of cordiality, but all the 
spare food of the village did not amount to more 
than two salmon, Which they gave to Captain Clarke, 
who distributed them among his men. The hunters 
had not been able to kill anything, nor had either 
Captain Clarke or the greater part of his men any 
focid during the twenty-four hours, till towards even- 
F/2 
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log one of them ehot a salmon in the river, aod a 
few small fish were caught, which furnished them 

. with a scanty meal. The only animals they had 
aeen were a few pigeons and some v^ry wild hares; 
also great numbers of the large black grasshopper, 
and several ground-lizards. 

*' August 37. Thei men, who were engaged last 
night in mending their moccasins, all except one 
went out hunting, but no game was to be procured. 
One of them, however, took a small salmon, and the 

^ Indians made them a present of another, on which 
the whole party made a very slight breakfast. These 
Indians, to whom such a life is familiar, seem con- 

.tented, although they depend for subsistence on the 
scanty productions of the fishery. But our men, 
who^are used ^ hardships, but have been accus- 
tomed to have the first wants of nature regularly 
supplied, feel very sensibly their wretched situa- 
tion : their strength is wasting away, and they be- 
gin to express their apprehensions of being without 
food in a country perfectly destitute of any means 
of supporting life except a few fish. In the course 
of the day an Indian brought into the camp five 
salmon, two of which Captain Clarke bought, and 
made a supper for the party. "> 

" August 28. There was a frost again this morn- 
ing. The Indians gave the party two salmon out 
of several which they had caught in their traps, uid, 
having purchased two more, they were enabled to 
subsist on them during the day. A camp of about 
forty Indians from the west fork passed to-day, on 
their route to the eastward. The prospect of pro- 
visions is getting worse every day ; the hunters, 
who had ranged through the, country in every di- 
rection where game might be expected, have seen 
nothing. The fishery is scarcely more productive ; 
for an Indian who w^s out all day with his fish-gig 
killed only one salmon. Besides Jhe four fish pro- 
cured from" the Indians, Captain Clarke obtamed 
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some fishroe in exchange for three small fish-hooks, 
the use of which he taught them, and which they 
very readily comprehended. All the men who are 
not engaged in hunting; are, occupied in making 
pack-saddles for the horses which Captain Lewis 
informed us he had bought. 

" August 20. Two hunters were despatched early 
in the morning, but they relumed without killing 
anything ; and the only game we procured was a 
beaver, which was caught last night in a trap, which 
he carried off two miles before be was found. The 
ftir of this animal is as good as any we have ever 
seen ; nor does it, in fact, appear to be ever out of 
season on the upper branches of the Missouri. This 
beaver, with several dozen of fine trout, gave us a 
plentiful subsistence for the day. The party were 
occupied chiefly in making pack-saddles ; in the 
manufacture of which, we siypply the place of naijs 
and boards by substituting, for the first, thongs of 
raw hide, which answer the purpose very well, an4 
for boards w^ use the handles of our oars and the 
{dank of some boxes, the contends of which we 
empty into sacks of raw hides inade for the purpose. 
Th9 Indians who visit us behave with the greatest 
decorum, and the women are busily engaged i^ ma- 
king and mending the moccasin^ of the party. As 
we had still Bome superfluous baggage which woidd 
be too heavy to cany across the mountains, it be- 
came necessary to make a tache or deposite. For 
this purpose we selected a spot on the bank of the 
river, three quarters of a mile below the camp, and 
Uiree men were set to dig it, with a sentinel in the 
neighbourhood, who was ordered, should the ns^tivps 
straggle that way, to fire a signal fpr the workmen 
to desist and separate. Towards evening the cache 
was completed, without being perceived by the In- 
dians, and the packages were prepared fondeposite," 



,d by Google 



M4 UWU AK]> 0I4RU 9 BWimTioir. 



CHAFFER XVI. 

Conteit between i;>iewyer aixl a Shodionee.— Fidelity and 
Honeur of tbat Tribe.— The Pttrtjr ee^ oat en tbeir Joumej. 
•— Cooduct of Cameabwait repitrred, and himself recooMcil^ 
— Easjr Parturition of the Snoahonee Women.— History df 
this Nation.—Their Teitor of the Pahkecs.— Their GoTem- 
ment, and Family Eedb^y in the TreatBKnt of their Wom- 
en.— Tb^ir CoinplaM|ta of Spanish Tseachtiiry.— Deacmpti^ 
of their Weapons of Wsr-^-Curious Made of making Sbjeldi. 
—Caparison of their Horses. — Dress of the Men and Women 
particularly described.— Their Mode of acquiring new Names. 

** Avmin 81. Tb% wearier was very cold, the w»- 
tet dtanditt^ in vessels exposed to the air being c&v- 
efred with ice a quarter of an inch thick: the ink 
iVoae in the pen^ and the tow grounds were perfect- 
If wbitened with frost ; but after this the day proved 
elc^essively warm. The party were engaged in 
their usual o^upations, and com^rieted twmity sad- 
dles with the necessary harness, all prepared for ase 
as soon as the Indians should arrive. Oar two 
hunters, who were despatched early in the nQormn|, 
did not return, so that we were obliged to enovoaili 
OH our pork and com^ which we consider as the last 
rMource when our casual supplies of game fiiil. 
After dark we carried the baggage to the eaehef de- 
positing what we thought ^too cumforons to cany 
with us : that is, all the specimens of plants, seeds, 
and minerals collected since leaving the Falls of the 
Missouri, with a small assortment of medicines. 
Late at night Drewyer returned with a fhwn, and a 
considerable quantity of Indian phmder, which he 
had taken by way of reprisal. While hunting this 
morpitig in the Shoshonee €ove, he caintie suiMenly 
upon an Indiiin camp, ait which were ati old man, a 
young one, three women, and a boy : they showed 
no surprise at the sight of him, and he therefore 
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rode up to them, andr after turning his horse loose 
to graze; sat down and began to converse with t^eia 
by signs. They had just finished a repast on some 
roots, and in about twenty minutes one of the womr 
ea spoke to the jest of the party, who immediately 
went out, collected their horses, and began to saddle 
them Having rested himself, I>rewyer thought he 
would continue his hunt, and, rising, went to catch 
his horse, who was at a short distance, forgetting at 
the moment 40 take Up his rifle. He had scarcely 
gone more than fifiy pace^ wh^n the Indis^s mount- 
ed their horses, the young man snatched up the rifle, 
and, leaving all their basgage, whipped their horses, 
and set off at full speed towards the passes of the 
mountains : Drewyer instantly jumped^onhis horse 
and pursued them. After running about ten mUes 
the horses of the women neariy gave out ; and they, 
finding Drewyer gaining on them, raised dread&il 
cries, which induced the young man to slacken his 
pace ; and, being mounted on a very fleet horse, rode 
round them at a short distance. Drewyer now came 
vp with the women, and 'by signs persuaded them 
that he did not mean to hurt them. They then stop- 
ped, and as the young man came towards theni, 
Drewyer a^ed him for his rifle ; but the o^ly part 
of the answer which he understood was Pahkee, Uie 
i^mo by which they call their enemies, the Minne- 
tarees of Fort de Prairie. While they were thus 
engaged in talking, Drewyer watched his opportuni- 
ty, and, seeing the Indian off his guard, galloped up 
to him and seized his rifle. He struggled for some 
Ume ; but, finding Drewyer getting too strong for 
him, had the presence of mind to open the pan and 
let the priming fall out : after this he let go his hold, 
and, giving his horse the whip, escaped at full speed, 
leaving the women to the mercy of the conqueror. 
Drewyer then returned to where he had first seen 
them : here he found the baggage they had left be- 
hind, and brought it to the camp with him. 
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** AngHdt 99. This moniing bi^Iv^ two men ' 
•ent to complet« the covering of the ctickej which 
eociM not he so perfectly done during the night as to 
elude the search of the Indians. On examtning Uie 
spoils which Drewyer had obtained, they were found 
to consist of seirend dressed and undressed* skins <; 
two bags wove with the bark of the silk grass, each 
containing a bushel < of dried service-berries, and 
about the same quantity of roots ; an instrument 
made of bone for manufacturing ^nts into heads for 
arrows, besides a number of ^int-stones. These last 
were much of the same cokmr, and nearly as tran»' 
parent, as common bla^ glass^ and when cut, sep- 
arated in flakes, leaving a very sharp edge. Tte 
tootB were of three kmds, and' folded separately 
^W)'m each other, in hides of buffalo made into parch* 
ment. The first was a fusiform root, six inches 
long, and about the size of a man^s finger at the lar- 
gest end, with radicles larger than is usual in roots 
Of the fbsiform kind. The rind was white and tluA ; 
the body also white, mealy, and easily reducible by 
|X)unding to a substance resembling flour, hke whiii 
li thickened by boiling, and was of an agreeable fa- 
vour: it is eaten frequently in its raw state, either 
green or dried. The second species was much mu- 
tilated, but appeared to be fibrous ; it was of a cy" 
lyndrical form, about the siz6 of a small quill, hard 
and brittle. A part of the rind, which had not been 
detached in the preparation, was hard and black, bat 
the rest of the root was perfectlv white : this, the 
Indians informed us, was always fodled betase eat- 
ing ; and on making the experiment, we found that 
it'became perfectly soft, but had a bitter taste, which 
was nauseous to us, but which the Indians seemed 
to relish ; for, on giving the roots to them« Uiey wexe 
very greedily eaten. The third species was a small 
nt)t, abt)ut the size of a nutmeg, of an irregulariy 
rounded form, something like the smidlest of the 
Jerusalem artichoke, and witic^,^a boilings we (buod 
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t<y ireBenible it in flavour: it is certainly th6 best root 
wehave seeain use among th)8 Indians. On inqiMh 
ring 6f them from what plmits these roots were pro* 
cqredi thoy informed n^ that none of them grew 
iBtdar the ^aee trhere we were. 
. " The men were chiefly employed in dressing the 
skins b^Idngifi^ to therparty who had accompanied 
Captain €lavke. About eleven o'clock, Chabone^tt 
and his wife returned with Cameahwait, acoompiH 
nied by about ^fty men with their women and chil- 
dreit' After they had encamped near us and tam- 
ed- looite their hoEses, wd .ciiUed a council of alt tho 
eidefs and Wmriors, and addressed a speech to them,: 
additioQal presents were then distributed, particular* 
hr'to the two second chiefs, who had, agreeably io 
ineiir promises, exerted themselves in our favour^ 
The council w;as then a^pumed, and all the Indiam 
werer treated with an abundant meal of boiled Indian 
eoni and jbeans. The poor wretches, who had noi 
amniiai food^and scarcely anything btit a lew fi$h9 
had iieen aloio^ starved, acid received this new luxu* 
Tf witk great thankMsess. Out of compliment tio 
ttae^'^hiief, we gave him a few dried squashes which 
we'had bitougM fpotn the Mandans, and he declared 
it was^ the best food he had evbr tasted except sugar^ 
aiisnmn lump of wiiich he bad received from his sif- 
ter; He now declared how happy they should all 
be to liveiii a country whlolrprodaced so many good 
things; and we told him that it would not be long 
befbve thewMte men wotild put it in their powers 
live wherd they might therhselves cultivate all these 
kinds of food instead of wandering among the mount* 
ains. He appeared to be mudi pieas^ with this in- 
ibrmation ; and the whole party being now in excel- 
lent temper after their.repast, we began our purchase 
of horses. We soon obtained ^ve good ones oa 
very reasonable terms: that is, by giving for each 
nlerdhandise which cost us originsdly about six dol- 
lars. We^have again to admire the perfect decency 
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and propriety of their eondaot ; for, although so US' 
meroust, they do not attempt to crowd romid our 
camp, or take anything which they see lying about; 
and whenever they borrow knives, or kettles, or any 
other article from the men, they return them with 
great fidelity. 

" Towards evening we formed a drag of bushes, 
and in about two hours caught five hundred and 
tw^ty>eight very good! fish, most of them large trout. 
Among them we observed, for the first time, len or 
twelve trout of a white or silvery colour, except oq 
the back and head, where they were of a bhiish cast. 
In appearance and shape they resembled exactly the 
speckled trout, except that they were not quite as 
krge, though the scales were much larger, and the 
fl^rvour equally good. The greater part of the fish 
was distributed among the Indians. 

'* August 28. Our visiters seemed to depend whol- 
ly on us for food, and as the state of our provisions 
oUiged us to be careful of our remaining stock of 
com and fiour, this was an additional reason for ur- 
ging our departure ; but Cameahwait reouested us to 
w^it till the arrival of another party of his nataooy 
who were expected to-day. Knowing that it would 
be in vain to oppose Ins wish, we consented, and 
t^ hunters were sent out, with orders to go farUier 
up the southeast fork than they had hitherto been. 
At th^ same time the chief was informed of the low 
state of our provisions, and advised to send out most 
of his youi^ men to hunt: this he recommended 
them to do, and most of them set out* We then sunk 
our canoes by means of stones to the bottom of the 
rirer : a situation which/ better than any other, se- 
cured them against the effects of the high waters, 
and the frequent fires of the plauis, the Indians hav- 
ing promised not to disturb them during t>ur absence; 
a promise we believed the more readily, as they were 
almost too lazy to take the trouble of raising them 
fqt firewood. We wece desirous of purdiasii^ 
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I more horses, but they declined selMtig mny until 
ife should reach their camp in the moUntaros. Sooa 
ailter stiirting, the Indian hunters discovered a mule 
buck, and twelve of their horsemen pursued it for 
four miles. We saw. the ehuse, which was very en- 
tert^ning, and at length they rode it down atid killed 
it. This mule buck was the largest deer of any kind 
we have seen, being nearly as large as a doe eHc 
Besides this, they brought in another deer and three 
goats ; but, instead of a general distribution of the 
BVBat, such as we have hitherto seen among all the 
tribes of Indians, we observed that some families 
had a large share, while others received none. On 
inquiriag of Cameahwatt the reteon of this custom, 
he said that meat among them was scarce, and that 
mnch hunter reserved what he had killed for the use 
of himself and his own family, none of the rest 
having any claim on what he chose to k«ep. * Our 
iMinters returned soon after with two mule deer and 
three common deer, three of which we distributed 
among the families that had received none of the 
game "Of their own hunters. About three o^clook 
Uie expected party, consisting of fifty men, women, 
and children, arrived. We now learned that most 
of thie- Indians were on their way down the valley 
towards the buffalo country, and some anxiety to a(i- 
comp^ny them appeared to prevail among those who 
had promised to assist us in crossing the mountains. 
We ourselves we^ not without some apprehension 
that they might leave us ; but, as ^ley continued to 
Bsy that they would return with us, nothing was 
Mild upon the subject. We were, however, resolved 
to start early in the iQorning, and therefore de- 
spatched two men to hunt in the cove, and leave the 
game on the rdute we should pass the next day. 

** August 34. As the Indians who arrived the dajr 
before had a number of spare horses, we thought it 
pvobable they might be willing to dispose of them, 
and desired the chief to speak to th^m in relation to 
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it Tkey deoUned giving any positive answer, tmft 
requested to see the goods which we pkiposed V9 
exchange. We then (N-oduced. some battle-ai^ 
which we had made at Fort Mandan, and a quantity 
of knives, with both of which they appeared very 
much ideased ; and we were soon able to purchase 
three horses, by giving for each an axe, a knife, a 
handkerchief, and a little paints To this we were 
obliged to add a second knife, a handkerchief, a shiit, 
and a pair of leggins before we could obtain a mule ; 
and such is the estimation in which those animate 
are held, that even at this price, which was double 
tiiat for a horse, the fellow who sold him tpok to 
himself great merit, in having given away, as he 
said, one of them tp us. They now declared they 
had no more horses for sale ; and as we had already 
nine of our own, iwo hired ones, and a mule, we be- 
gan loading them as heavily as was prudent, and, 
placing: the rest of the bagg^ige on the shoulders of 
the InSiim women, left our camp at twelve o^clock. 
We were all on foot except Sacajawea, for whom 
her husband had purchased a horse with some arti^ 
des which we gave, him for that purpose : an In- 
dian, however, ]^ the politeness to offer Captain 
Lewis one of his horses to ride, which he accepted, 
' in order better to direct the march of the party. 

*^ We crossed the hver below the forks, directing 
our course towards the cove by tl^ route already 
pi^ssed, and had just reached the lower part of it, 
when an Indian rode up to Captain Lewis to inform 
him that one of his men was very sick, and unable 
to come on. The party was ^nmediately halted at 
a run which falls into the creek on the left, when 
Captain Lewis rode back two miles, and found Wiser 
severely aflUoted with the colic: by giving him 
some essence of peppermint and laudanum, he re- 
covered sufficiently to ride Captain Lewis's horse, 
the latter rejoining the prty on foot. When he ar- 
rived, he found that the Indians,, who had been impa- 
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tienUy expecting bis return, had unloaded their 
horses and tamed them loose, and made their camp 
for the night. It would have been fruitless to re- 
monstrate, and not pnident to excite any irritation: 
and therelbre, although the sun was still high, and 
we had made only six miles, we thought it best to 
remain with them: after we had encamped there 
fell a slight shower of rain. One of the men caught 
several fine trout ; but Drewyer, who had been sent 
out to hunt, returned without having killed any- 
thing. We therefo)-e gave a little eom to those of 
the Jndians who were engaged in carrying our bag- 
gage, and who had absolutely nothing to eat. We 
also^ advised Caraeahwait, as we could not supply 
the whole of his people with provisions, to recom- 
mend to all who were not assisting us to go on be- 
fore us to their camp. This he did; but in the 
morning, 

"August 25, a few only followed his advice, the 
jnest accompanying us at some dists^nce on each side. 
We set out at sunrise, and, after going seventeen 
miles, halted for dinner within two miles of the nar- 
jtow pass in the mountains. The Indians who were 
on the sides of our party had started some ante- 
lopes, but were obliged, after a pursuit of several 
hours, to abandon the chase. Our hunters had, in 
Uie meian time, brought in three deer, the greater 
part of which was distributed among the Indians. 
While at dinner, we learned by means of Sacajawea 
that the young men whp left us this morning had 
carried a request from the chief that the village 
should break up its encampment, and meet his party 
-to-morrow, when they would all go down the Mis- 
souri into the buffalo country. Alarmed at this new 
caprice, which, if not counteracted, threatened to 
leave ourselves and baggage on the mountains, or, 
even if we should reach the waters of the Columbia, 
to prevent oiir obtaining horses to go on farther, 
Captaia Lewis immediately called the three chiefs 
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together. After smoking a pipe, he aflkchd them if 
Ihey were men of their word, and if we could rely 
on their promises. They readily replied in the dt^ 
firmative. He then asked if they had not agreied to 
assist OS in carrying our baggage over the motmt- 
ains. To this they .also answered yes. And why, 
thei^, said he, have yon requested yoar people lo 
meet ns to-morrow, where it wil) be impossible for 
US to trade for horses, as you promised we sbodld. 
ICj he continued, you had not promised to help us in 
transporting our goods over the mountains, we 
should not have attempted it, but have returned 
down the river; after which no white toen woull 
have ever come into your country. If you wish thd 
whites to be your friends, and to bring you arms ani 
protect you from your enehiies, you should never 
promise what you do not mean to perform : when I 
first met you you doubted what I said, yet you a^ 
terward saw that I toW you the truth. How, then, 
can you doubt what I now tell you t You see that 
I have divided amon^ you the meat which mv hpnt- 
ers kill, and I promise to give aQ who assist us a 
share of whatever we have to eat*' If, therefore, 
you intend to keep your promise, send one of the 
young men immediately to order the people to r»- 
main at the village till we arrive. 

** The t\iro inferior chiefs theh said that they ha4 
wished to keep their word, and to assist us ; thai 
they had not sent for the people, but, on the contra- 
ry, had disapproved of the measure, which was don^ 
wholly by the first, chief. Cameahwait remained 
silent for some time : at last he said that he knew 
he had done wrong, but that, seeing all his people in 
want of provisions, he had wished to hasten their 
departure for the country where their wants migiit 
be^ supplied. He, however, now declared that, hScr- 
ing passed his word, he would never violate it, and 
counter-orders were immediately sent to the villajse 
by a young man, to whom we gave a haodkerchier 
in order to ensure despatch and fidelity. 
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. '* This dificnlty being- now adjusted, our mareh 
was resumed with an unusual degree of alachly on 
tiud pari of the Indians.. We passed a spot ^here^ 
six. years ago, the Shoshonees had suffered a very 
severe defeat from ^e Minnetarees; and late in 
the evening we reached the upper part of the cove, 
where the creek enters the mountains. The part 
of the cove on the northeast side of the creek has 
lately been burned, most probably as a signal on 
some occasion. Here we were joined by our hunt- 
wrs with a single deer, which Captain Lewis gav«, 
as a proof of his sincerity, to the W43men and chil- 
dren, and remained supperless himself* As we came 
along we observed several large hares, some ducks, 
and many of the cook .of the plains: in the low 
grounds of the cove were also considerable quanti- 
ties of wild onions. 

, *^ August 26. The morning was excessively cokl, 
and the ice in our vessels was nearly a quarter of 
an inch in thickness : we set out at sunrise, and 
aoon reached the fountain of the Missouri, whero 
we halted for a few minutes, and then crossing the 
dividing ridge, reached the fine spring where Captain 
Lewis had slept on the 12th, in his first excur^on 
to the Shoshonee camp. The grass on the hillside 
was perfectly dry, and parched b^ the sun; but near 
the spring it was quite green : we tfaerefpre halted 
for dinner, and turned out oUr horses to feed. To 
each of the Indians engaged in carrying our bag- 
gage was distributed a pint of corn, which they 
parched, then pounded, and made a sort of soup. 

^* One of the women, who had been leading two 
of our pack-horses, halted at a rivulet about a mile 
behind, and sent on the two horses by a female^ 
friend. On inquiring of Cameahwait the cause of her 
detention, he answered, with great apparent uncon- 
cern, that she had just stopped to lie in, but would 
aoon overtake us. In fact, we were astonished to see 
her, in about an hour's time, come on with her new- 
Go2 
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bora infiiiat, aad pass in on her wsy to the ci^nim 
seemingly in perfect health. The woaderfid facili^ 
vith which the lodiaa women give birth to their chtf- 
dreii, would seem sorae benevolent gift of nature, ia 
exempting them from pains which their savage state 
would render doubly grievous.'' • • • 

"* The tops of tbe high, irregular mountains to 
the westward were still entirely covered with snow ; 
and the coolness whjch the air ac(|nired in passing' 
oter them was a very agreeable relief from the 
heat, which had dried up uie herbage on the sides 
of the hills. While we stopped the women were 
busily employed in collecting the root of a plant 
with which they feed their children, who, like tbe^ 
mothers, were nearly half starved, and in a wretched 
condition. It is a species of fennel, which grows in 
the moist grounds : the radix is of the knob kind, of 
a long ovate form, terminating in a single radicle, 
tbe whole being three or (bur inches long, and the 
thickest part arout the size of a man's little finder. 
When fresh, it is white, firm, and crisp ; and whea 
dried and pounded, makes a ^ne white meaL Its 
flavour is not unlike that of sniseed, though less 
pungent. From one to four of these knobbed roots 
are attached to a single stem, which rises to the 
heijfht of thVee or four feet, and is jointed, smooth, 
<^lindric, and has several small peduncles, one at 
each joint above the sheathing leaf. Its colour is 
a deep green, as is also that of tbe leaf, which is 
sheathing, sessile, and polipartite, the divisions be- 
ing long and narrow. The flowers, which were in 
Uoom, are small and numerous, with white and um- 
belliferous petals: there are no root leaves. As 
soon as the seeds have matured, the roots of the 
present year, as well as the stem, decline, and are re* 
newed in the succeeding spring from the little knot 
wbieh unites the roots. The sunflower was also 
abundant here, and tbe seeds, which were now ripe, 
were gathered in considerable quaptities, and, aner 
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bein^ potmded and rubbed between smooth stone?, 
Ibrm a kind of meal, which is ai favourite dish among 
the Indians. 

" After dinner we continued our route, ahd were 
soon met by a party of young men oij horseback, 
who turned with us and went to the village. As 
soon as we were within sight of it, C^meahwait re- 
quested thkt we should discharge our guns : the 
men were therefore drawn up in a single rank, and 
gave a running^ re of two rounds, to the great sat- 
isfaction of the Indians. We then proceeded to the 
encampment, where we arrived about six o^lock, 
and were ^nducted to the leathern lodge, in the 
centre of thirty-two others made of brush. The 
baggage was arranged near this tent, which Cap- 
tain Lewis occupied, arid was surrounded^ by those 
of the men, so as to secure it from pillage. This 
qamp Was io a beautiful smooth meadow, n6ar the 
river, and about three miles above th6 camp where 
we first visited the Indians. "We here found Colter, 
who had been sent by Captain Clarice with a hote 
apprizing us that there were no hopes of a passage 
by water, and that the most practicable route seem- 
ed to be that mentioned by his guide, towards the 
north. Whatever road we should decide to take, it 
was now necessary to provide ourselves With hor- 
Bes. We therefore iniormed Cameahwait of our 
intention of going to the great river beyond the 
mountains, and that we Wished to purchase twenty 
more horses. He replied that the Minnetarees had 
stolen a great number of their horses the last spring, 
but that he still hoped they could spare us that num- 
ber. In order not to lose the present favourable 
moment, and to keep the Indians as cheerful as pos- 
Bible, the violiris were brought out, and our men dan- 
ced, greatly to their diversion. This mirth was the 
moiffe welcome as bur situation was not precisely 
such as would most dispose us to gayety; for we 
kftd di(d]f 4' little parched com to eat, and our rneao^ 
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of sabsitience or of soccesB depended on the wa- 
vering temper of the natives, who might change 
their minds the next day. 

** The Shoshonees are a small tribe of the nation 
called the Snake Indians, a vague appellation, which 
embraces at once the inhabitants of the southern 
parts of the Rocky Mountains and of the plains on 
either side. The Shoshonees with whom we now 
were amount to about one hundred warriors, and 
three times that number of women and children. 
Within their own recpUection they formerly lived 
in the plains, but they liave been driven into the 
mountams by the Pahkees, or Uie roving Indians o( 
the Sascatchawan, and are now obliged to visit oc- 
casionally, and by stealth, the country of their an- 
cestors. Their hves, indeed, are migratory. From 
the middle of May to the beginning of September 
they reside on the head-waters of the Columbia, 
where they consider themselves perfectly secure 
from the Pahkees, who have never yet found their 
way to that retreat. During this time they subsist 
chiefly on salmon, and, as that fish disappears on the 
approach of autumn, they are driven to seek subsist- 
ence elsewhere^ They then cross the ridge to the 
waters of the Missouri, down which they proceed 
slowly and cautiously, till they are joined near the 
Three Forks by other bands, either of their own na- 
tion or of the Flatheads, with whom they associate 
against the common enemy. Being now strong in 
numbers, they venture to hunt the buffalo in the 
plains eastward of the mountains, near which they 
spend the winter, till the return of the salmon In- 
vites them to the Columbia. But such is their ter- 
ror of the Pahkees, that, so long as they can obtain 
the scantiest subsistence, they do not leave the in- 
terior of the mountains ; and, as soon as they have 
<jollected a large stock of dried meat, they again 
refr^^t, thus alternately obtaining ilveir food at the 
hazard Of their lives, and hidipg th)Bm8jelve«,jto.ooor 
Bumeit. -^^ , ^ 
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<^Iti Ms loese and wandering lil^ ttey. ttlffier the 
eztreiwes of want; for two thirda of the year thi^ 
are forced to Uve in the mountaMSt passing wkole 
-weeka without meat^ and with nothiiif to eat but a 
few fish and roots. Nor can/anything be imagined 
more wretched than their condition at the present 
tine, when the salmon is fast retiring, when roots 
are becoming scarce, and t^y have not yef acquired 
Btre^h to hazard an encounter with their enemies. 
So insensible are they, however, to these calamities, 
that the Shoshotiees are not only cheerful, but eve^ 
gay ; and their character, which is more interesting 
than that of any Indiana we have seen, has in it 
much of the dignity of misfortune. In their inter- 
course with strangers they are frank and communi- 
cative ; in their lieatoge they are peifeetly fEUr ; 
nor hare we, dvring our stay with them, had any 
reaaon to suspect that the ^Isplav^ of all oar new 
«nd valuable weal^ has tempted them in^to a single 
^ict of dishoaeslty. While they have generally aha- 
ired with us the little they possess, they have always 
abstained from begging anything Arom us. With 
their liveliness of temper, they are fond of gaudjr 
dressea and all sorts of amusements, particularly 
games of hazaid ; and, like most Indians, delight in 
lasting of their warlike exploits, either real or fio- 
titious. In their conduct towards us they have been 
kind and obliging ; and though on one oooasion they 
Boeme^ wiiiing to neglect us, yet we scarcely knew 
how to Uame the treatment by ivhich we were to 
vuflfler, when we recollected how few civMized chiefs 
would h«^ hasarded the comforts or the subsist- 
once of their people (br the sake of a few strangers. 
This manliness of character may be the cause oft or 
it may be formed by, the nature of their gorem- 
ment, which is perfectly free A'om any restraint 
l^ch individual is his own master, and the onhr 
control to which his conduct is subjected is the act 
Tioe of a chief supported by his influence over tlie 
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Ast of the trib«> The chief himself is, in iiiiet» no 
more than the most c(Hifideotial person ^moog the 
w«rrior8 : a rank neither distinguished by any ex- 
ternal honour, nor conferred by any ceremony, but 
gradually acquired from the good wishes of his 
companions, and by superior merit. Such an offi- 
cer has, therefore, strictly no power : he nMy rec- 
ommend^ or adviser or influence, but his commands 
hare no effect on* those who incline to disobey, and 
who may at any time withdraw from their volun- 
tary allegiance. This shadowy authority, which 
cannot survive the confidence which supports it, 
often decays with the personal vigour of the chief. 
Off is triansferred to some more fortunate or favouc- 
ite hero. 

** In" their domestic economy the man is equally 
sovereign. He is the sole proprietor of his wives 
and daughters, and can barter them away, or dispose 
of them in any manner he may think proper. The 
children are seldom coirected : the bovs, particular- 
ly, soon become their own masters ; they are never 
whipped, for they say that it breaks their spirit, and 
that, after being flogged, they never recover their 
independence of mind, even when they grow to man- 
hood. A plurality of wives is very common ; but 
these are not generally sisters, as. among the Min- 
netarees and Mandans, but are purchased of differ- 
ent fathers. Infant daughters are> often betrothed 
by the father to men who are grown, either for 
themselves or for their sons, for whom they are de- 
sirous of providing wives. The compensation to 
the father is usually made in horses or mules ; and 
the girl remains with her parents till the age of pu- 
berty, which is thirteen or fourteen, when she is 
surrendered to her husband. At the same time, the 
father often makes a present to the husband equal 
to what he had formerly received as the price of 
his daughter, though this return, is optional with the 
parent. Sacajawea had been contracted in this way 
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before she was taken prisoner, and wheh we bronght 
her back her betrothed was still living. Although 
he was double the age of Sacinawea, and had two 
other wives, he claimed her ; but, on finding that 
she had a child by her husband Chaboneau, he re- 
linquished his pretensions, and said he did not want 
her." • ♦ ♦ 

** Amon^ the females, we observed some who ap- 
peared to be held in more respect thah the women 
of any nation we had seen. But the mass of them 
are condemned, as among all savage nations, to the 
lowest and most laborious drudgery. When the 
tribe is stationary, they collect the roots and cook^; 
they build the huts, dress the skins, and make cloth- 
ing; collect the wood, and assist in taking care of 
the horses on the route ; they load the horses, and 
have the charge of all the baggage. The btksineiss 
of the man is to fight; he therefore takes on him- 
self the chief care of his horse, the companion of his 
warfare ; and will descend to no other labour than to 
hunt and fish. He would consider himself degraded 
by being compelled to walk any distance ; ana were 
he so pool* as to possess only two ho^es, he would 
ride the beat one, and leave the other for his wives 
and children, and their baggage ; or should he havis 
too many wives or too nmch baggage for the horse, 
the wives would have no alternative but to follow 
him on foot ; they are not, however, often induced 
to these extremities, for their stock of horses is 
very ample. Notwithstanding their losses the last 
spring, they still have at least seven hundred, amon| 
which are about forty colts, and half that number of 
mules. There are no horses here which can be con- 
sidered as wild ; we have seen two only oh this side 
of the Muscleshell River which were without own- 
ers: and eveif those, although shy, showed every 
mark of having been once in the possession of man. 
The original stock was procured from the Spaniards, 
but they now raise their own. The horses are gea> 
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^mUy very/fine, of a good size, vigorous, and patient. 
o£ fatigue as well as Hunger. Each warnor has one 
or two tied to a st^e near his hut both day and 
nighty so as to be always prepared for action. The 
mules are obtained in the course of trade from the 
Spaniards, with whose brands several of them are 
marked, or are stolen from them by the frontier In- 
dians. They are the finest animals of the kind we 
have eyer seen, and, at this distance from the Span- 
ish colonies, are very highly valued. The worst 
are considered as worth two horses, and a good 
mule cannot be obtained for less thain three^^ and 
sometimes four horses. . ' 

*' We also saw a bridle-bit, stirrups, and several 
other articles, which, like the mules, came from the 
Spanish settlements. The Shoshonees say that 
they can reach those settlements in ten days' march 
by the route of the Yellowstone River ; but we read- 
ily perceive that the Spaniards are by no means 
favourites^ They complain that they refuse to let 
them have firearms, /Under j)retence that these dan- 
gerous weapons will only induce them to kill each 
other. In the mean time, say the Shoshonees, we 
ai;^ left to the mercy of the Minnetarees, who, hav- 
ing arms, plunder us of our horses, and put us to 
des^th without mercy. 'But this should not be,* 
said Gameahwait, fiercely, ' if we had guns. Instead 
of hiding ourselves in the mountains, and living, Uke 
the bears, on roots and berries, wq would then go 
down and live in the buffalo country in spite of our 
enemies, whom we never fear when we meet on 
equal terms.' \ 

** As war is the chief occupation, bravery is the 
first virtue among the Shoshonees. None can hope 
to be distinguished without having given proofs of 
ii ; nor can there be any prefermenW)r influence in 
the nation without some warlike achievement. The 
important events which give reputation to a Shosb^ 
Deoi apd entitle hi|m to a new nam^, are killing a 
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wlute bear; stealing, individuallyy horses from tiie 
enemy ; leading out a party that happens to be suc- 
cessful either in destroying their foes or capturing 
their horses ; and, lastly, scoping a warrior. These 
acts seem to be regarded as of nearly equal dignity, 
but the last, tiiat of taking an enemy's scalp, is an 
honbur quite independent of the act of vanquishing 
him. To kill an adversary is of no importance, un« 
less the scalp is brought from the field of battle ; and 
were a warrior to slay any number of his enemies in 
action, and others were to obtain the scalps or first 
touch the dead, they would have all the honours, 
since they had borne off the trophies. 

** Although thus oppressed by the Minnetarees, 
the Shoahonees are still a very military people. 
Their cold and rugged country mures them to fa- 
tigue; their long abstinence makes them support 
resolutely the dangers of mountain warfare; and 
worn down, as we have seen them, by want of suste- 
nance, ^ey have a look of fierce and adventurous^ 
courage. The Shoshonee warriocs always fig^t on 
horsebadc: they possess a few bad guns, which are 
Beserved exclusively for war; but their common 
arms are the bow and arrow, a shield, a lance, and 
a weapon called by the Chippeways, by whom tl 
was formerly used, the poggamoggon. The bow is 
made of cedar or pine, covered on the outer side 
wtth sinews and glue. It is about two and a half 
feet long, and does not differ in shape from those 
used by the Sioux, Mandans, and Minnetarees* 
Sometimes, however, it is made of a single piece of 
tiie horn of an elk, covered on the back, like those 
of wood, with sinews and glue, and occasionally or- 
namented with a strand wrought of porcupine quills 
and sinews, wrapped round the horn near its two 
enda^ Bows maide of the horns of the bighorn are 
still more prized, and are formed by cementing with 
glue flat pieces of the horn together, covering the 
bsek with sinews and glue, and loading the whole 
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with an unusual quantitr of ornaments. The ar* 
rows resemble those of the other Indians, except in 
being more slender than any we hare seen. They 
are contained, with the implements for striking fire, 
in a narrow quiver formed of different kinds of skin, 
though that of the otter seems to be preferred. It 
is just long enough to protect the arrows from Ihe 
weather ; and is worn on the back, by means of a 
strap passing over the right shoulder and under the 
left arm. 

" The shield is a circular piece of bufHstlo hide, 
about two feet four or five inches in diameter, orna- 
mented with feathers, and a fringe of dressed leath- 
er around it, and adorned, or rather deformed, with 
paintings of strange figures. The buffalo hide is 
perfectly proof against any arrow ; but, in the minds 
of the Shoshonees, its power to protect them is 
chiefly derived from the virtues communicated to it 
by the old men and jugglers. To make a shield is 
indeed one of their most important ceremonies : it 
begins with a feast, to which all the warriors, old 
men, and jugglers are invited. After the repast, a 
hole is dug in the ground about eighteen inches in 
depth, and of the same diameter as the intended 
shield : into this hole heated stones are thrown, and 
water poured over them, till they emit a very dense 
hot steam. The buffalo skin, which must be the 
entire hide of a male two years old, and that has 
never been suffered to dry since it was taken from 
the animal, is now laid across the hole, with the 
fleshy side to the ground, and stretched in every di- 
rection by as many as can take hold of it. As it 
becomes heated, the hair separates and is taken off 
by the hand ; till at last the skin is contracted into 
the compass designed for the shield. It is then 
taken off, and placed on a hide prepared into parch- 
ment, when it is pounded during the rest of the fes- 
tival by the bare heels of those who have been in- 
vited to it. This operatifm sometiines continues for 
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several da3rs, after which it is delivered to the pro- 
prietor, and declared by the old men and jugglers to 
be proof against arrows ; and, provided the feast has 
been satisfactory, even against the bullets of their 
enemies. Such is their delusion, that many of the 
Indians implicitly believe that this ceremony has 
given to the shield supernatural powers, and that 
they have no longer to fear any weapons of their 
foes. 

'* The poggamoggon is an instrument consisting of 
a handle twenty-two inches long, made of wood, 
covered with dressed leather, and about the size of 
a whip-handle. At one end is a thong of two inches 
in length, which is tied to a round stone, weighing 
two pounds, and held in a cover of leather ; while at 
the other is a loop of the same material, which is 
passed round the wrist so aS to secure the hold of 
the instrument, and with it they strike a very se- 
vere blow. 

" Besides these, they have a kind of armour some- 
thing like a coat of mail, which is formed by a great 
many folds of dressed antelope skins, united by 
means of a mixture of glue and sand. With this 
they cover their own bodies and those of their 
horses, and find it impervious to the arrow. 

" The caparison of their horses is a halter and a 
saddle. The first is either a rope of six or seven 
strands of buffalo hair plaited or twisted together, 
about the size of a man^s finger, and of great strength ; 
or merely a thong of raw hide, made pliant by 
pounding and rubbing ; though the first kind is much 
preferred. The halter is very long, and is never 
taken from the neck of the horse when in constant 
use. One end of it is first tied round the neck in a 
knot, and then brought down to the under jaw, round 
which it is formed into a simple noose, passing 
through the mouth : it is then drawn up on the right 
side, and held by the rider in his left hand, while the 
test trails after him to some distance. At other 
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times the knet i8 formed at a little distance fh^n 
one of the ends, eo aa to let that end senre as a iNci- 
die, while the oUier trails on the groand. Wftk this 
cold dangling by the side of him, the horse is pat to 
his full speed withoiit fear of falliiig^ and when he is 
tiumed to graze the noose is ineiely taken firmn Ms 
mouth. The saddle is formed like the pack-saddles 
used by the French and Spaniaids, of two flat, thin 
boatds, which fit the sides of the horse, and are k^t 
together by two cross-pieees, one befbie and the 
other behind, that rise to a considerable height, eqd- 
ing sometimes in a flat point extending outward, 
ami always making the saddle deep and narrow. 
Under this a piece of buffalo skin, with the hair on, 
is placed, so as to prerent the robbitig of the boards, 
and before they mount they throw a {Nece of skin or 
robe over the saddle, which has no permanent cor- 
er. When stirrups are used, they consist of wood 
covered with leaUier ; but stirrups and saddles are 
convemences reserved for old men and women. 
The young warriors rarely use anything except a 
small leathern pad stuffed with hair, and secured by 
« girth made of a leathern thong. In this way they 
ride with great expertness, and they are particulaily 
dexterous in catching the horse when he is ruaoing 
lit large* if he will not immediately submit when 
they wish to take him, they make a noose in the 
rope, and, although he may be at a distance, or even 
running, rarely fail to fix it on his neck ; and such 
is the docility of the animal, that, however unruly 
he may seem^ he surrenders as soon as he feels Uiie 
rope on him. This cord is so serviceable in this 
way, that it is never dispensed with, even when they 
use the Spanish bridle, which they prefer, and al- 
ways procure when they have it in their power. 
The horse becomes to them almost an object of at- 
tacbm^t. A favourite one is frequently painted, 
and his ears cut into various shapes ; while the mane 
and tail, which are never drawn nor trimmed^ aie 
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decorated with feathers of birds, and sometimes a 
warrior will suspend at the breast of his horse the 
finest ornaments he possesses. 

*' Tlius armed and mounted, the Shoshonee is a 
formidable enemy, even with the feeble weapons 
which he is still obliged to use. When they attack 
at full speed, they bend forward, and cover their 
bodies with the shield, while with the right hand 
they shoot under the horse's neck. 

** The only articles of metal which the Shosho- 
nees possess are a few bad knives, some brass ket- 
tles, some bracelets or armbands of iron or brass, a 
few buttons worn as ornaments in their hair, one or 
two spears about a foot in length, and some heads 
for arrows made of iron or brass. All these they 
have obtained in trading with the Crow or Rocky 
Mountain Indians, who live on the Yellowstone. 
The few bridle-bits and stinrups they procured from 
the Spanish colonies. 

" The instrument which supplies the place of a 
knife among them is a piece of flint with no regular 
form, and the sharp part of which is not more than 
one or two inches long. The edge of this is renew- 
ed, and the flint itself is formed into heads for ar- 
rows by means of the point of a deer or, elk horn, an 
implement which they use with great art and inge- 
nuity. They have no axes or hatchets; all the 
wood being cut with flint or elk-horn, the latter q( 
which is always used for a wedge in sphtting it. 
Their utensils consist, besides the brass kettles, of 
pots in the form of a jar, made either of earth, or 
of a stone found in the hills between Madison and 
Jefferson Rivers, which, though soft and white in 
its natural state, becomes very hard and black after 
exposure to the fire. The horns of the buffalo and 
the bighorn supply them with spoons. 

" Fire they always kindle by means of a blunt 
arrow and a piece of well-seasoned wood of a soft, 
spongy kind, such as the willow or cottonwood. 
Hh2 
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^ The Shoshonees are of dimtnntive stature, wiA 
tiiick, flat feet and ankles, and crooked legs, and are, 
generally speaking, worse formed than any nation 
of Indians we have seen. Their complexion resem- 
bles that of the Sioux, and is darker than that of the 
Minnetarees, Mandans, or Bhawnees. The hair in 
both sexes is suffered to fall loosely orer the face 
and down the shoulders : some of the men, how- 
ever, divide it by means of thongs of dressed leather 
0r otter tkm into two equal queues, which hang over 
the ears, and are drawn in front of the body ; but at 
the- present moment, when the nation is afflicted by 
Hie loss of so many relations killed in war, most of 
tbem have the hair cut quite short in the neck, and 
Cames^wait has his so cut all over the bead, this 
being the customary mourning for a deceased kms- 



*^ The dress of the men consists of a robe, a t'^ 
pet, a shirt, long leggins, and moccasins. The robe 
IS formed most commonly of the skins of antelope, 
bi0iom, or deer, though, when it can be procured, 
the buffalo hide is preferred. Sometimes, too, they 
are made of the skins of beaver, moonax, or of smaU 
wolves, and frequently, during the summer, of elk- 
skin. These are dressed with the hair on, and the 
fobe reaches about as low as the middle of the leg. 
It is worn loosely over the shoulders, the sides be- 
ing at pleasure either kit open or drawn together 
liy ^e hand, and in cold weather kept close by a 
girdle round the waist. This robe answers the 
purpose of a cloak during the day, and at night It is 
their only covering. 

^*The tippet is the most elegant article of Indian 
imes we have ever seen. The nedc or collar of it 
is a strip about four or five inches wide, cut from 
the back of the otter skin, the nose and eyes form- 
ing one extremity, and the tail the other. This be- 
ing dressed with the fur on, they attach to one edge 
of it front one hundred to two hundred and fifty lit- 
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lie roUs of ermine akin, begianiiig at the ear and 
proceediBg towards the tail. These rolls consist of 
narrow strips from the back of that animal, sowed 
sound small cords of twisted ^k-grass, thick enough 
to mako them taper towards the taM, which hangs 
from the end, and are generally about the size of a 
large quill. They are tied at the head into little 
bundles of two, three, or i»ore, according to the ca- 
price of the wearer, and then suspend^ from the 
collar, aad a broad frinee of ermine skia is fixed so 
as to cover the parts where they unite, which might 
otherwise have a coarse appearance. Little tassels 
of fringe, also, of the same materials, are fastened 
to the extremities of the tails, so as to show their 
black colour to greater advantage. The centre of 
the collar is farther ornamented with the shells of 
the pearl oyster. Thus adorned, it is worn ckwe 
round the neck, and the little rolls fall down over 
the shoulders nearly to the waist, so as to form a 
sort of short cloak, which has a very handsome ^>^ 
pearance. These tippets are very highly esteemed, 
and are given or disposed of on important occasions 
only. This ermine is the fur known to the North- 
west traders by the name of the white weasel, but 
it is the genuine ermine ; and, by encouraging the 
Indians to take these animals, their fur might, no 
doubt, be rendered a valuable article of trade. They 
must be very abundant, for the tippets are In great 
numbers, and oach one requires at least a humlTed 
•kins. 

«< The shirt is a covering of dressed skin without 
the hair, and made of the hide of the antelope, deer, 
biglu>rn, or elk, though the Isf^t is more rarely used 
tmn any other for this purpose. It fits the body 
loosely, and reaches half way down the thi^^. The 
aperture at the top is wide enough to admit the 
head, and has no collar, but is either square, or moat 
frequently terminates in the tail of the animal, whieii 
is left entire, so as to fold outward, though some- 
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times the edges are cut into a fringe, and ornament- 
ed with th# quills of the porcupine. The seams of 
the shirt are on the sides, and are richly fringed and 
adorned with porcupine quills to within five or six 
inches of the sleeves, where it is left open, as is also 
the under side of the sleeve from the shoulder to the 
elbow, below which it fits closely round the arm as 
far as the wrist, and has no fringe Uke the sides, and 
the under part of the sleeve above the elbow. It is 
kept up by wide shoulder-straps, on which the man- 
ufacturer displays his taste by a variety of figures 
wrought with porcupine quills of different colours, 
and sometimes with beads, when they can be ob- 
tained. The lower end of the shirt retains the nat- 
ural shape of the fore legs and neck of the skin, with 
the addition of a slight fringe : the hair, too, is left 
on the tail and near the hoofs, part of which last is 
retained, and split into a fringe. 

**The leggins are generally made of antelope 
skins, dressed without the hair, and with the legs« 
tail, and neck hanging to them. Each leggin is 
formed of a skin nearly entire, and reaches from the 
ankle to the upper part of the thigh, and the legs of 
the skin are tucked, before and behind, under a girdle 
round the waist. It fits closely to the leg, the tail 
being worn upward, and the neck, highly ornament- 
ed with fringe and porcupine quills, drags on the 
ground behind the heels. As the legs of the animal 
are tied round the girdle, the wide part of the skill 
is drawn so high as to conceal the parts usually 
kept from view, in which respect their dress is much 
more decent than that of any nation of Indians on 
the Missouri. The sf ams of the leggins down the 
sides are also fringed and ornamented, and occasion- 
ally decorated with tufts of hair taken from ene. 
tnies whom they have slain. In making all these 
articles of dress, their only thread is the sinew ta 
ken from the back and loins of the deer, elk, buffalo 
^r some other animal. 
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^'Tfae moecann m made of ^er, elk, or bufialo 
skinydresaed without tbe hair, though in winter they. 
086 tiie skin of this aninaol with the haiiy side in- 
ward, as do most of the Indians who iimabit the 
buffalo eountry. Like the Mandan moccasin, it is 
anade with a single seam on the outer edge, and 
«ewed up fodiind, a hole being left at the instep to 
admit the foot It is variously ornamented with 
Jgnres wrought with porcupine quills; and some- 
itimes the yomiff men most fond of 4res6 cover it 
with the skin of the polecat, and trail at their heels 
tbe tail of the animaL 

^The dress of the women xsonsists of the same 
;affticle8 as Ibat of the men. The robe, though small- 
ler, is worn in the same way: the moccasins are 

n wisely simolar. The shirt or chemise reaches 
way down the leg, and is of the same fornix ex- 
cept that there is no shoulder-strap, the seam com- 
ing quite up to the should^ ; though iar women 
who are imraiDg, both sides are open almost down 
to the waist It is also ornamented in the same 
way, with the addition of littie patches of red cloth, 
adged romid with beads at the skirts. The chief 
ornament is over the breast, where there are curious 
figures wrought with the usual finery of porcupine 
quills. Like the men, they have a girdle round tbe 
waist ; and when either sex wi^ to disengage the 
arm^ it is drawn up through the hole near the shoul- 
der, and the lower part of the sleeve thrown behind 
the body. 

*' Children alone wear beads round their necks ; 
grown persons of both sexes prefer them suspend- 
ed in little bunches from the ear, sometimes mter- 
mixed with triangular pieces of the shell of the 
pearl oyster. Occasionally the men tie them in the 
same way to the hair of the fore part of the head ; 
and, to increase their beauty, add the winffs and tails 
of birds, and particularly the feathers of the great 
«agle or calumet-bird, of which they are extremely 
fond. The collars are formed either of seaahells 
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procured from their relations to the southwest, or 
*of the sweet-scented grass which grows in the 
neighbourhood, and which they twist or plat to the 
thickness of a man^s finger, and then cover it with 
porcupine quills of various colours. The first of 
these is worn indiscriminately by both sexes ; the 
second is principally confined to the men ; while a 
string of elk's tusks forms a collar almost exclusive- 
ly worn by the women and children. Another col- 
lar worn by the men consists of a string of round 
bones like the joints of a fish's back; but the one 
preferred above all others, because the most honour- 
able, is that formed of the claws of the brown bear. 
To kill one of these animals is as distinguished an 
achievement as to put an enemy to deaUi ; and, in 
fact, with their weapons, is a more dangerous trial 
of courage. These claws are suspended on a thong 
of dressed leather, and, being ornamented with beads, 
are worn by the warriors round the neck with great 
pride. The men also frequently wear the skin of a 
fox, or a strip of otter skm round the head, in the 
form of a bandeau. In short, the dress of the Sho- 
shonees is as convenient and decent as that of any 
of the Indians we have seen. 

" They have many more children than might have 
been expected, considering their precarious means 
of support and their wandering life. 

" The old men are few in number/and do not ap- 
pear to be treated with much tenderness or respect. 

" The tobacco used by the Shoshonees is not cul- 
tivated among them, but obtained from the Indians 
of the Rocky Mountains, and from some of the 
bands of their own nation who live south of them : 
it is the same plant which is in use among the Min- 
netarees, Mandans, and Ricaras. 

" Their chief intercourse with other nations seems 
to consist in their association with other Snake In- 
dians and with the Flatheads when they go east- 
ward to hunt the buffalo, and during the occasional 
visits made by the latter to the waters of the Ck>- 
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lumbia for the purpose of fishing. Their inter- 
course with the Spaniards is much more rare, and it 
furnishes them with a few articles, such as mules, 
and some bridles and other ornaments for horses, 
which, as well as their kitchen utensils, they also 
obtain from the bands of Snake Indians on the Yel- 
lowstone. The pearl ornaments which they es- 
teem so highly come from other bands, whom they 
represent as their friends and relations, living to the 
southwest, beyond the barren plains on the other 
side of the mountains. These relations, they say, 
inhabit a good country, filled with elk, deer, bear, and 
antelope, where horses and mules are much more 
numerous than they are here, or, to use their own 
expression, as abundant as the grass of the plains. 

" The name of the Indian varies in the course of 
his life. The one he receives in childhood, merely 
from the necessity of distinguishing him from others, 
or on account of some accidental resemblance to 
external objects, the young warrior is impatient to 
exchange for another acquired by some gallant 
achievement. Any important action, stealing a 
horse, scalping an enemy, or killing a brown bear, 
entitles him at once to a new name, which he then 
selects for himself, and it is confirmed by the nation. 
Sometimes the two names subsist together: thus, 
the chief Cameahwait, which means " one who nev- 
er walks," has the war name of Tooettecone, or 
" black gun," which he acquired when he first sig- 
nalized himself. As each new action gives a war- 
rior a right to change his name, many of them have 
several in the course of their lives. To give to a 
friend one^s own name is an act of courtesy, and a 
pledge, like that of pulling off the moccasin^ of sin- 
cerity and hospitality. The chief in this way gave 
his name to Captain CUrke when he first arrived, 
and he was afterward known among the Shosho- 
nees by the name of Cameahwait." * • • 
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